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70:000,000 Foreign-Language Records SHSPIGION SINKS Show Biz Reveals Particular Welcome 








Foreign-language disks had a ban- % 


ie 





ner year in 1946 with estimated total Wall Street's continued wariness 


tales of some 20,000,000 platters Okla.’s Gov. Turner | w ek dees Bhar @ saan el Savo’s First Comeback 
geomet = by. Sh. magumeturers Sens 2 Oatunes to Rep | tecord profits by the majors has fim Date in Covington, Ky. 


RCA-Victor alone expects to treble toppers believing that not even dol- 
Hollywood, Dec, 23 ; 


F aia ; ‘incinnati, Dec. 23 
its sales in the coming year, at lars-and-cents earnings can over- F S Ci ; le é 
; rn Se ; é wl » leg was am- 
cording to Frank A. McCall, man- toy J. Turner, who last — come big finance’s suspicion of Hol- Jimmy ee We Serre es , ies dere 
‘ , ated earlier this year, has startea 
ager of RCA’s International Record was elected Governor of Oklahoma, | yYwood glamor. Pointed out is that putated earnel as sk 


his comeback at the Lookout house, 


ales a IC é ade ¢ : , , | the Street’s rock bottom computa- 
sales divisior RCA made at least | 4. cola iwo of his original oatunes. | *™* treet’s roc ,0tto1 ompt Meutedion ie tal angcggedin + arte: 
one-third of the total, he said, and 1 ; tion for what a stock is worth fixes o : y. sing an ¢ 
opined that 15,000,000 were sold do- |; QO'¢ Lazy L" and “Hereford | the quotation at eight times a com- | limb, Savo, it’s reported, is able to do 
I , ’ . a”? Dtens , in - . ‘ i ‘ be ree . ehAT« 
mestically while the balance was ex- Heaven’, to Republic Pictures fot panys annual equivalent — stock all his old routines with the excep 


ported inclusion in a forthcoming Roy | earnings. On that basis, New York | tion of “River Stay Away From My 
H Rel < » ; | y ’ ~% , i 2C ASS] ic ; £ 

Aggregate sales of RCA-Victoi vogers Starrel | Exchange quotations on majors Door, which necessitates his getting 
may top 100,000,000 this year, Mc- The Sooner State exec breezed in | common is from 25%, to 50° below | on his knees. 

. “pe ai ‘ late last ek t -onfer h Re bh- | what it ordinarily should be. After further out-of-town dates, 
Call estimated, with foreign lan- | '4'© last wee o confer with Repub- | aril, be. : ; he a 
guage disks providing roughly 7°, of lic on possibility of another Rogers Paramount which has had a tre- | Savo will go into New York cafes. 

~—— . : . ; } ry } » ae wh ‘5 ay > asc ‘TS rror ‘ | he 

the total Export market, he de- | 5#5¢! usher being locationed on| Mendous year, earning $6.24 pel He has offe1 from all the spots he 
clared suffered at the expense of Turner ranch in Oklahoma pan- |! share for its stockholders, is cited as | worked previously, which includes 
} ’ domesti demand since. from  bandle, where “Back Home in Okla- an example of finance’s leariness, | Cafe Society Uptown, the Persian 
avy omestic me } -e, j ’ ' ¢ : “i , 

—s ‘gf wre ar homa” was filmed last summer Price is at 33 and that despite the | Room, and also has an offer from the 
the point of distribution, it was ‘ as ( ast summe : ; ¢ Awe 

f ible t 1] latt t} Tur r joins th t of cleffin nd fact that Par, on a Simon-pure com- | Wedgwood room ot the Waldorf- 
—— ae ae : eons - — , e set of cleffing ¢ 
mere easid e o se . platters 1h 1¢ € ] NS ( g & mon stock basis. has no fixed indebt- Astoria hotel. 
U. S. than shipping ’em abroad. singing politicos that includes Sen- edness whatsoever. On accepted and | 
I ss) ats e c ‘ « a ———— 
[war T 7 oP . > hy: ‘ ee “Dp. pp ” ) : . . Tex: . . t 
However, McCall pointed out that | ator Lee “Pappy” O'Daniel of Texas customary computation. company 


the export market shouldbe nur-| and a flock of other hillbilly tune | g.oua be brin ‘in a 50 figur 4 

- > ging in a 50 figure on C ( b Kid 
tured and encouraged for business | stumpers. exchange bidding. antor, ros y 10S 
recessions do not, as a rule, occu cnn " As other instances, toppers point ay 
simultaneously throughout the to Columbia with a price of 22 Just a Lot of Fiction 
world. “Therefore foreign markets,” La f | S A which should be 35 on $4.43 earnings; 
oe ala “wit stiogel Sees Agent 


Said, stand the rec- 








ord makers in good stead when the B . F d Gi 21 ‘on $2.59 per share: 20th-Fox, 
domestic demand tapers off.” eing orce to Ive quoted at 39 but entitled to 50 on Boston. Dec. 23. 
RCA’s platter export would have Sel hd Eff $5.69; and Warner Bros., with an 18 } Prof. Carle c Zimmerman, Harv- 
(Continued on page 47) Greater ling orts price tag, but meriting 32 on $3.98 }ard sociologist, hung the blast on 





: cea earnings. i Hollywood. and Southern Califor- 
Number of other stocks such as!fornia in general, here last week. 
steel, oil. automobiles and chemi-{claiming film people a “synthetic 


Veteran agent Abe Lastfogel, g.m. 

PLATTER BIZ HYPOED BY of the William Morris agency, sees 
'a need for a greater contribution by | cals, Wall Street concedes, are com- | hildless population” whose habits 
WESTINGHOUSE MOVE show-wise agents if boxoffice | puted on a basis from 10 to 15 times land customs are “contributing to the 


With. (Continued on page 46) | decay of family life in America.” 


lai 5 tency is aintained. , ‘ 
Hollywood, Dee. 23. potency is to be maintainec | Apparently overlooking the Cro 


Entry of the Westinghouse Corp..! the already evidenced shopping for 


RKO now bringing 16 but calling for To Harvard Sociologist. 
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Tops to Date; It's 7% of RCA Biz Alone STOCK IFVE[S lo Pres. Truman's Prosperity Pitch 


President Truman's Advisory 
Council's report last week predict- 
ing an era of prosperity was wel- 
comed by show business. It was in 
strong contrast to the pre-holiday 
slump. Because general conditions 
are reflected by show business pat- 
ronage. its hoped that spending 
will be more general, and thus 
amusements should naturally bene- 
fit. There had been greports that 
sales of high-cost articles had drop- 


‘ped sharply in the stores, generally, 


Legit theatre tickets could be in- 
cluded among such items. 
Prediction of mounting industrial 
production was tempered by the 
warning that strikes would retard 


| prosperity, but if such labor un- 


rest is reduced to a minimum, there 
is no reason, it’s held. why amuse- 
ments should not flourish. Elimin- 
ation of jurisdictional strikes, such 
as the current one in Hollywood, 
by means of arbitration was pro- 


posed by Paul Dullzell. one of 
| Equity’s leaders, at the American 
| Federation of Labor convention in 


Chicago early in the fall. 
His plan was lauded but the ex- 
ecutive council has apparently not 
(Continued on page 47) 





‘HOMEBREW CHITCHAT 


throug} | |bys, Cantors and others in the film, 

2 t ie , ” > | . 'e : a : } 

ti t R ede 1 : ¥ ey aoe. ms values by amusement-goers, it is | capital who have nienty ol kids, the 
sts Necorads, Inc., into the recording | nr eee nid we ae Satie ee 

industry > being reflected in everything from professor said that to understand 


: may hypo the platter-ped- 

dling biz by swinging oven numer-, @dio to pictures, from niteries to . ine whole ef Southern Califernia 

ous New outlets. Electrical appli- | vaudeville. | Ny) 3 t Sh { has a purely” svunthetic. childless 

I cal pperel Ra all its enol The downbeat of the bands, tor in- ims lieS 0 S$ population. The people are uneasy 
" ‘ te stance, is in inverse ratio to the up- don’t have any children and are 

beat of vaudfilm and nitery attrac- There's been a noticeable slump in | completely lost 

tions. Personalities from radio, pix | guest shot appearances on the top “In this setting.” he 

and disks are taking on added jair shows during the. closing two 

values, even though the heyday of | weeks of the year and it isn’t acci- 

pop field. Accordi t he ithe band business seems to have} dental. The boys have been finding 

the Sestingheuse a 0 present plans.) passed, at least for the moment. It it plenty tough to ink in guest stars, 

e stores at first will 


!'Hollywood you have to realize that 


Werner Janssen is prez of Artists 
Records and already in the works 
here are plans to wax albums, start- 
ing with symph stuff and working | 
down through standard fare into the 


said. “there 
lhas been the development of a great 
lindustry which comes into almost 
every home in the country. These 
‘comparatively simole people with- 
(Continued on page 47) 


WINS OVER FOREIGN 


Domestic news from Washington, 
New York and anywhere around the 
country is more important now to 
listeners than foreign news, accord- 
ing to William F. Brooks. NBC 


veenee in charge of news and special 


events 


3rooks last week pointed to Mor- 


gan Beatty’s 7:15 p.m. “News of the 
World’ stanza, Mondays-to-Fridays 
as illustration of his thesis. Beatty 
took John Vandercook’s place when 
the latter was bumped off the net- 
vork in September. Vandercook’s 
Hooperating ranged from 4 to 5; 
Beatty’s average is 9, with a peak 
of 11.5. Both are sponsored by the 
(Continued on page 47) 














| Milton Berle-Sophie Tucker-Joe E.|The usual answer has been: “After 
ing then to be made to sell other . 





} means that the cafe draws of the ;some of them giving up in despair. 
vandle only Artists’ disks, with open- | | 


| Lewis-Hildegarde school can con-|the first of the year we'll be avail- 











labels, a a ** 

coe It is estimated that close to! tinue as potently as ever, regard- | able. 
new retail outlets thus will! be | less of the new caution manifested It's strictly a tax gimmick, with 

created for the platter biz. in the public’s spending, because lthe flock of gest shot personalities 

these star are attractions with | who usually make a habit of cir- 


§2, 100 600 Cuff Ai Ti know-how and showmanship that | cuiting the shows, figuring they've 
0 Ir ime : made all the coin they can keep this | 


will always pay off. 


















































season. and from here on in any 


For "A6 ‘Treasury Salutes’. pn radio, he Lastfogel, smart additional coin would revert to 


| showmanship is evidenced in pack- | 
iowmanship Is € { | taxes. 


In fact some of them have been 
huddling with their lawyers to de- 
termine if checks made out after the 
first of the vear for vear-end guest 




















“Treasury Salute,” 15-minute | aging of talent, for instance. No 
transcribed” programs plugging U. ~. longer is it a case of spotting a band | 
Treasury Savings Bonds and catried) here or an act there. The smart 
weekly over 1,000 stations, will end | agent must be a showman who can 








wil 
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Sooner pe ag th sed foe vpn ae ee ee ae can be applied to next year's 
ME hend c: eee ne by weaned eae eat Pg gee coed pte Pt taxes 

Treasury cnthaths that > tec of And il . radio show has woes- and 9 . SR 
$2,1000,000 in radio time was o- there are more than a quota of these Tauber $s Carnegie Record eas ee 
tributed without charge this fall by | this season—judicious succor from Richard Taube vet Viennese 
local broadcasters, nets and sponsors | talent agencies and managements tenor, whose Broadway lesiter, 
for the fall bond drive i} cannot only resuscitate a wan sbow | “Yours Is My Heart.” flopped in the 

ts two regular net shows. CBS’ but do a lot to prolong the values) fall, recently appeared at Carnegie 
aeasury Bandstand,” featuring Tex! Of talent in general. Hall. N. Y., and grossed $6,078, to 
= d orchestra Saturdays 3 Vhat is on the plus side in all this set the house ree - | a oy bevy 
with Joh MBS's Band for Bonds.” | logic. observes Lastfoge!, is that the ; Singe as ee woked ‘4 - ELEANOR 

nny Bothwell’s orchestra, return of much young manpower tumbia Concet tol is fit arib 


6 


a © 1 ‘ . ‘ . g }- ce 
vss ne S at 12:30 Pp. m., are being | from the services has had a salutary | bean tour, for a series ol 18 dates 
ntinued, ieffect all around. starting Jn 21 in Panam: City. 


The Hour 
Of Charm 


All-Girl Orchestra and Choir 
Conducted by 


Phil Spitainy 


Sundays, 4:30 P.M., EST, 
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17 War Films Among the Top 60 
Shown in 1942-45 to Gls 


Washington, Dec. 23. *% 


GI Joe went for war pictures a lot 


more than is generally believed, the 
first complete listing of Army “bests” | 
during the war years shows. 

The lists. compiled at the request 
of VARIETY by the Army Motion Pi 
t e Sé n that 17 war sub 
it S ere rate among the top 60 
pictures during that period. Impo1 
tance of th is that some Hollywood 
produce t ¢ nning to talk 
about whe it once more will be} 
Ror ONXOT e 1 1 out war pic- 
t The et vho liked the 
pictures le he was in uniform 
\ obat appreciate that type 
agal since he will be able to look 
back on his war days as glamorous 
it is felt here 

The war subjects cover the years 
1942-45. In the first of these, the yea) 
beginning Sept. 1. 1942, it is note- 
worthy that “Crash Dive” and “Air | 
Force” rated one-two with the men} 
in niform. ‘Guadalcanal D ary,” | 
tops dul the next year, was only | 
in ninth place among the first 20;| 
while in 1944-45, “God Is My Co-| 
Pilot” ranked first and “30 Seconds 


Over Tokyo” fifth. 
The high ranking of 
jects is striking. 
During the year 1945-46, 
the ret not fully 
there is not a single war 
rated in the first 20, but it 
remembered that the war 
over and that very few if 
films were turned out by the 
An even sharper manifes 
the list is the fondness of the man in 
uniform for anything in color. Ol 
the 80 top-rated pictures during the 
four years surveyed, no less than 34 
are Technicolored, which is_ far 
greater than the percentage of colo! 
to black and white pictures produced. 
VARIETY’s survey is based on the 
boxoffice receipts at Army theatres 


air force sub 


irns are complete 
subject 
will be 
Was all 
any 
Ludlos 


4 


ation in 


in the Zone of the Interior, which 
covers camps in all of continental 
United States, Alaska and New- 
foundland. No comparable figures 


are available for Army screenings in 
the war zones, themselves, but Army 
sources here believe that the overall 
choices probably followed those of 
the Zone of the Interior closely. 
Following are the pictures listed in 


order of popularity by years, with 
the distributor and with a (T) indi- 
cating Technicolor: 
1942-43 
1, ‘Crash Dive Py (200 
ee Force’ (WH), 
& ‘“Desperadoes’’ ¢T) (Cob 
4. ‘‘Arabian Nights (Ty 
h. “Happy-Go-Lucky (T) «! 
6G. “Hello, Frisco, Hello «T) 
7. “This Is the Army’’ ¢«T) (WB) 
& “Stage Door Canteen’ (UA), 
%. ‘“‘Immortal Sergeant’’ (20th) 
lw. ‘“Mrey Got Me Covered’ (RKO) 
11. “Commandos Strike at Dawn" (Col). 
1. ‘Aerial Gunner (Par) 
18. “Coney Island’ ¢T) oth). 
14. ‘Casablanca’ (WB). 
Ih. ‘ Bataan’? (M-G) 
16. “So Proudly We Hail’ (Par). 
1. ‘Star Spangled Rhythm” (Par). 
38. ‘Action in the North Atlantic’’ (WB) 
19. ‘Destroyer’ (Cel). 
20, “Behind the Rising Sun’? (RKO), 
1943-44 
. 
1 Mathing Beauty (T) (M-G). 
2 Gioing My Way (Par. 
i] Sabara’’ (Col) 
4 Pin-Up Gir Ty) ith). 
f. “Upiin Arm (Tr, (RKO), 
6 ‘Kismet’ (T) (MeG) 
7. “As Vhous Cheer’ «Ty (M-G), 
& “A Guy Named Joe (M-G). 
9. ‘‘Guadaleanal Diary’’ (20th). 
10. “Two Girls and Sailor (M-G). 
11. “Girl Crazy"? (M-G). 
12. “Destination Tokyo" (WRB) 
13. “Story of Dr. Wassell’’ ¢T) (Par). 


14. ‘Cover Girl’ ¢(T) (Col). 

15. “Riding High’’ ¢T) (Par). 

16. “Ali Baba and 40 Thieves’? «T) (U). 
17. ‘Sweet Rosie O'Grady (T) (20th). 
1X. “Salute to the Marines’’ (M-G) 

19. “Broadway Rhythm’ «(T) (M-G) 


20. ‘Andy Hardy's Blonde Trouble’ (M-G) 
1944-45 
1. ‘God Is My Co-Pilot’? CWB). 
2. “Princess and the Pirate’ «T) (RKO) 
8 ‘Thrill of a Remance’’ ¢T) (M-G). 
4. “Wonderman’’ «ly «(RKO). 
6. ‘30 Seconds Over Tokyo’’ (M-G). 
6. ‘To Have and Have Not’? «WB), 
7. “Arsenic and Old Lace’ (WR). 
8. “Here Come the Waves (Par). 
9 “Since You Went Away" (UA). 
10. “Story of GI Joe’ (lA) 
11. ‘‘Blood on the Sun (UTA). 
12. ‘Meet Me in St. Lonis’’ (T) (M-G) 
13. “Wings Vietory”’ (20th). 
14. ‘Tree Grows in Brookiyn’’ (20th), 
15. “*K ad Tell’ «Col 
16. **tohe) ve Burma’? «WR) 
17. “Billy Rose’s Diamond Horseshoe’ ¢T) 
eJthh) 
18, “Hollywood Canteen” CWR) 
19. ‘Frenchman's ¢ ek’' ¢T) (Par) 
2. Nob till Ty) (nh), 
1945-46 
1. “Road to Utopia’’ ¢Par). 
2. ‘Adventure’? ¢MeG), 
8. “Bells of St. Mary's (RKO). 
4. “‘tiilda’™’ (ol, 
B. ‘Spellbound’ +UA), 
6. °‘S Antonio’ (T) (WR) 
q. “Posonan Always Rings Tw ce’ iM-G) 
‘Ss “Weekend at the Waldorf (M-G), 
9 “Spanish Mi (Ty) (RKO). 
10. “Canyon Passage’ «¢T) Cb). 
11. ‘‘Ki Brookivn’’ ¢T) (RKO), 
12. “Night and PD T) (WB). 
12. ‘‘Leave Hier to Heaven’ CT) (20th), 
14. ‘‘Stork Club’ «Par 
15. “Easy to Wed’ ¢T) (M-G). 
16 ‘Blue Dahlia’ (+Var). 
17. ‘‘State Fair’ ¢201n). 
18. “Saratoga ‘Trunk’’ (WRB). 


eT) «M-G) 
(T) (oth) 


19. “Harvey Girls’ 


20. Doll 


~jaeters 








for which 
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Sports Shorts 

















Wismer Picks Illinois, Georgia, 
Tenn., LSU In Bowl Grid Games 


By HARRY WISMER 


(Sports Director, American Broadcasting Co.) 
































Jap _hossrace tracks  hawe The swan song of the 1946 football season are the various Bow] games 
defittely entered the realm a to be played on Jan. 1. The choices are Ilinois over UCLA ‘Rose Bow), 
big biz * The Fuchu track in Georgia over North Caroli a ‘Sugar Bowl), Tennessee over Rice +O ve 
“ie ope 12 davs during its Bow), and Louisiana State over Arkansas (Cotton Bow!) 
autumn seaso! ad 180 million BOWL GAMES WINNERS ODDS 
yen (12 million bucks) fed into Rose Bowl] at Pasadena, Calif. UCLA-Ilinois Illino 8 
its mutuel wind an average = | S Sugar Bowl in New Orleans Georgia-No. Car. Georgia 7 
of $1,000,000 per day, which ae e 2 Orange Bow! in Miami Tenn.-Rice Tenn amet 
ake ‘Cober ' oye *» Cotton Bowl at Dallas Arkansas-LSU LSU 8-5 
parks "Ow cs oO! 40, é 2 } vv Cn ° 
con monplace Reason for the 2361 H ‘ EEK! 
splurge is the tremendous black- | KEN MURRAY'S J 
market in Tokyo, and the big | “BLACKOUTS OF 1947” ; . 
operators have been bit by the | g, Capitan Theatre, Hollywood, Cal. r e-ing ont 
weereyed bug ; t “Definitely a show that must be 

il] wyer, who died recent- jrated with the topnotehers of all ” 
lv in New York, was formerly | time VAN HEFLIN. By Milton Berle 
prominent in Broadway sport. | — - ~ 
ing circles. During Prohibition . + Here it is time to make preparations for another New Year's Ey: 
he was reputedly worth mil- Lehar Attacked In Swiss and I haven't even made reparations for the last one. Wonder if ijt}) be 
lions, being identified with booze | ‘ as crowded around town this year. Ill never forget last New Year's 
running of imported liquors, but | Paper for Denouncing when Joyce and I wanted to dance. The waiter said, “I'm sorry, sir, we 
it is believed he passed away = have no dance floo1 but I'll hold up your table for five minutes Most 
practically’ brok¢ Dwyer was Sh bi P | t N | of the night clubs aren't taking any chances on fights breaking out in 
interested in at least one night | OW IZ cop € 0 aZIs | fact, Nicky Blair just posted a sign at the Carnival that say ‘Not re- 
club and when there it was Berne, Dec, 3. | sponsible for remarks uncalled for after 30 days.” But I guess there will 
known that “characters” seeking Franz Lehar. Hitler's favorite| be @ trend toward private parties again. I remember years ax hen J 
fast touches were accommodated oe ee -t°Merry W ») | Was invited to a New Year's Eve party. They used te ask me to bring 

and for plenty of cabbage. He OPEPEsa COMPOSeS i” mer) austell ‘| along my own bottle...now I gotia bring along my own room. Even my 
introduced professional hockey s charged by an important Swiss} prother has been invited to a party He's been studying English for 10 
at Madison Square Garden, hav- newspaper with denouncing Jewish; years.. and he still hasn't learned how to say “when.” Phil Harris is 
ing the American team, but Was | showbiz people in Austria under the | 8ranging a little party. He hasn't bothered to order any liquor.. his 
finessed out of the franchise. | 


Dwyer was formerly prominent 
les outside of New 
lished Tropical 


in racing circies 


York. 


He estal | 
Park in Miami and at various | 
times was interested in such | 
racing plants as Mt. Royal, 


Montreal, and Sportsmen's Park, 
Cincinnati. 

Eddie Arearo and 
Basil James signed to ride in the 
Breeders Stakes, Santa Anita, 
Dec. 28, under the Louis B. 
Mayer banner, 


Jockeys 








BOGART, LIKE BLANKE, 
SIGNS 15-YR. WB PACT 


Hollywood, Dec. 23. 


Humphrey Bogart inked a new 


| 15-year pact with Warner Bros. over 


the weekend. It's the longest-term 
actor contract on record, although 
| Henry Blanke, WB exec producer, 


also has a similar deal. 


Undef California law, a contract 


can be enforced for no longer than 


Blanke want to stay on beyond that 
time is entirely up to them. There 
are no options in their contracts. 
Bogart, under the new deal, will 
receive $200,000 a picture, it is un- 
derstood,*and will have the right to 





nix stories and directors. It is also 
reported that the pact calls for two 
pictures the first year and one a year 
thereafter, with the proviso that the 





which he 
Lauren’ Bacall. Second is 
Treasurers of Sicrre Madre.” 


“The 


| 


Raft Suit to Civil Court 


Los Angeles, Dec. 23. 

Damage suit against George Raft, 
filed by Ed Raiden, attorney, who 
| demands $300,000 for an asserted 
beating, will be held entirely in the 
civil courts. 

District attorney's office refused 
to prosecute the actor on a felony 
charge, and the city attorney’s of- 





i fice declined to press a misdemeanor | 


charge of battery. 


| Atty. Wins 42'4G For 


Los Angeles, Dec. 24. 
Joseph Scott, attorney for Joan 
Berry in her paternity suit against 
Charles Chaplin. was awarded legal 
fees amounting to $42,706. 
Lawyer had filed 
Chaplin asking $75,600. 


suit against 





lsome theatre dates 


Rudy Vallee’s Vauders 


Rudy Vallee is expected to play 
shortly. William 


Morris agency, which is submitting 
him, is lining up a package show 


for the singer which will be sold on 


;a guarantee and percentage basis. 
Agency is also lining up dates for | 


John Carroll, the film player. 


| months now. 





| fore denazification 


| certainly be condemned. 


actor can make one annually away 
from WB. First assignment under | 
| the new deal is “Dark Passage,” in 


will play vis-a-vis his wife, | 


Chaplin Suit Legal Pay 


| BO”? 


ie , 
| Nazis and with refusing to help other 
| Jews when they called upon him for 
i} assistance 


against Nazi persecution. 
Lehar has been in Zurich for some 
He saw the end of the 
Ischl, now in Austria's 


but went to Switzerland 


war in Bad 
U.S. Zone, 


| for an eye operation with Allied per- 


mission when no evidence appeared 
at first calling for his appearance be- 
tribunals, 

Now, letters published by the Basle 


Nationalszeitung presumably _ link 
Lehar in direct relations with SS 
officials who were responsible for 


| deportation and executions of Jews. 
| Lehar’s wife is Jewish and only the 


composer's persona! popularity with 
Hitler is credited with saving her 
from the concentration camps. 

The Basle paper publishes a letter 
reported now to be in the hands of 


denazification authorities in Ger- 
many. Under date of Nov. 8, 1938 


(nine months after German scizure of 
Austria), from his home in Bad Ischl, 
Lehar is alleged to have written SS 


| Oberfuehrer Hans Hinkel: “I have 
received a subpoena to appear for 
the Jewish actor Arthur Guttman 


‘and his Jewish lawyer Dr. Samuely 
seven years, so whether Bogart and | 


.. The ‘representative of these two 
Jews is the Jewish lawyer Dr. Eitel- 
berg. Guttman and Samuely will 
You will 
| make an issue of that. Dr. Eitelberg 


{has asked me to telephone him to- 


'day. But I will not do so.” 

Lehar, according to the letter, 
states that Guttman and Samuely had 
| begged his intervention to save them 
| from deportation or death. He com- 
| plains of being summoned on short 
notice, or at all. 
| The Swiss paper reports that in 
July, 1939, Lehar received a warmly 
affectionate letter from the same SS 
Fuehrer Hinkel assuring him that 
| the composer could “peacefully con- 
tinue his work.’ Lehar 
this with “heartfelt thanks’ and 
closed his letter with a “Heil Hitler!” 

Nationalzeitung comments on this 
that Lehar is no better than better 
known Nazis and should not be al- 


lowed to continue being sheltered 
from punishment by Switzerland. 


“Even if he did have a fully Jewish 
wife,’ the paper says, “there is no 





| excuse for his actions then or for his 
| now leaving Austria for free Switz- 
erland when things may not go so 


well for Lehar.” 


So far Lehar has made no reply to 
charges. 





Kay Campbell 

| says that 

“Coutouriers’ Tieups With 

Hollywood Nowadays a Big 

Business Both Ways; Films’ 
Sartorial Creations Spell 


* * * 


an editorial feature 
In the forthcoming 


41st Anniversary Number 
of 


VARIETY 














guest is “Think-a-Drink” Hoffman. 
quiet New Year's 
who will be 
“Time.” 


Understand the police expect a very 
they're stuffing their ears with cotton. Don't 
“Baby 1947”...but it’s a cinch Henry Luce will be 


know 


Father 


The Great Wit Way 


Idle thought: When Mel Blanc talks in his sleep I wonder who he 
sounds like. 
The show “No Exit” closed.. they found a way out. 


Just discovered what sign Tom Howard was born under: Capri-corn, 
Milton 


Douglas claims vaudeville 


will be back before Joe Frisco can 
say “Jack Robinson.” 
Attorney General Tom Clark refuses to live in Washington. He says, 
1 “Id rather be right than a resident.” 
No Truth to the Rumer 
That Florsheim backed “If the Shoe Fits’”...That a major studio ree 


cently previewed a film for house detectives only...on a keyhole-shaped 
screen...That next year our occupation troops will be withdrawn from 
Brooklyn...That the Roxy stage will be turned over as a permanent site 











replied to 


for the UN...That Durante has started a “Beak of the Month” Club. 
Hangnail Descriptions 
“The Thin Man": A ‘Narrow Wolfe...Playboy: An urge on _ the 
| splurge Greenwich Village beverage: Half-and-Half Kellogg's Cafe- 


| teria: Parodies’ Paradise “It Paus To Be Ignorant”: Tom foolery. 


Observation Department 
Just saw a car that has everything 


in fact, itll drive you out of your 
mind. 


Ork leader to songplugger: “I won't say that old song gives me 
tion, but it must have been in the public ptomaine.” 

Just heard about the ingenious stationer who got rid of a thousand blank 
books by advertising them as copies of Errol Flynn's latest book, “Why 
I Hate Women.” 

Understand the new typewriters are coming out with a cat-o-nine tails 
attached... for comedy writers who like to switch their own material. 

Understand Democrats are buying new cars like mad the only 
way they can be in the driver's seat. 

A 42d st. theatre showing three cowboy pictures, is advertising “The 
Biggest Western Omelet in Town.” 

So many animal pictures out now 
SPCA. 

Now that Arnold Reuben has a perfume bar in his new restaurant J 


understand he’s featuring a new combination sandwich: Hard salami and 
Chanel No. 5. 


indiges- 


it’s 


all the projectionists are joining the 


Senator Claghorn’s version of that old nursery rhyme is “Mary had a 
little yam.” - 
Berled Eggs 
Hush, little washboard, dont you cry 
Yowll be an instrument by and by. 
Copa quotations: “I didn't say that comic had no talent... all 1 said was 


that he reminded me of Youngman with laryngitis.” 


Don't know what most of the acts are getting for Xmas but | bet B. §. 
Pully gets plenty of soap. 

“He’s an out-and-out wolf, all right!” 

“Yeah, he doesn’t pull any pinches.” 

Scene: The dining room of an East Indian boarding house. 

Boarder (disgustedly to landlady): What...hashish again?! 

Ist playboy: “Understand that new showgirl you've met just cant say 
‘No’.” 

2nd playboy: “That's right...her classmates even voted her most likely 
to accede.” 

~Maxie Rosenbloom says he’s going to get rid of his new fountain pen..« 
he’s sick of having to answer his fan mail under the shower. 

Lindy’s-lingo: Trying to find a man for her is like trying to find a rhyme 
for orange. 

Know a movie critic who wouldn't even give the Big Dipper four stars. 

Sol Violinsky claims he’s a very benevolent man, 
to a racetrack in Florida...he’s Philan-Tropical. 

My brother (the one who devotes himself to Life, Liberty and the per- 


suit of Esquire) just discovered Sophie Tucker for Arthur Godfrey's 
“Talent Scout.” 


He gave all his money 


— 


LAWRENCE LEGIONNAIRE 
Paris, Dec. 15 
Marjorie Lawrence, recently 
awarded the Legion of Honor medal. 
was presented with the decoration’s 
diamond emblem last week by 





‘Crawford, Andrews Win 
Distaffers’ Apple Derby 
Hollywood, Dec. 24. 


Joan Crawford and Dana Andrews 
were handed Golden Apple «wards 


George Hirsch, head of all French| by the Hollywood Women's Press 

theatres. Club as the most cooperativé film 
Ceremony took place at the Opera | thesps of 1946. 

after a performance of “Aida.” when Crab Apples, for the most unco- 


Miss Lawrence sang the part ol operative players, were voted te Jn- 


grid Bergman and Frank Sinatl® 
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Liberty May Follow Selznick Idea 
Of Setting Up Own Distribution Co. 
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Picture Industry in Congress Plea 
IT Not to Penalize Foreign Nations 
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Korda Likely to Align With Selznick 


On a Reciprocal Releasing Deal 


While no releasing deal between 
David O. Selznick and Sir Alexander 
Korda has been finalized yet, it ap- 


pears likely that Korda will make 
an errangement with the Selznick 
Releasing Organization or some 
other. indie, rather than a majo! 
since this will provide oppo} 

nity for a reciprocal distribution 
agreement abroad Korda’s British 


Lion outfit will undoubtedly handle 


SRO films in Brit and on the Cor 
tinent if any agreement is reached 
at all 


Reports that a dea! had been made 


by Selznick and Korda. brought 
forth from the latter the statement 
relayed by his New York office: “It 
is absolutely untrue that any agree 
ment has been finalized.” It was ad- 
mitted. however. that there have 
been talks between the producers 
and a deal is entirely within the 
realm of possibilit 
Sir Alex is current studvit 

three other potent deals. it is said 


while vacationing 


Florida prior to 


his return to England. He is due in 
New York from the south Dec. 31 
and sails on the Ques Elizabeth 
Jan. 3 


Two of the other possible deals are 


with majors and one with another 
indie. Independent setups are con- 
sidered much more favorably by 


Korda, since the majors have offices 
abroad and have no interest in a re- 
ciprocal arrangement for distribution 
On the other 


of their product there 

hand, if terms can be worked out 
which are mutually satisfactory to 
the two producers, Korda’s well- 


Continental 
fall right in 


established British and 
releasing setup would 
with Selznick’s plans. 
Better Abroad 

Problem of the terms is a knotty 
one, since it considerably more 
profitable to distribute American p!x 
abroad than it is te handle foreign 
films in this country. That’s one of 
the reasons that Sir Alex hasn't 
looked favorably on deals offered by 
major companies in this country. 
Korda is planning to make his films 
as attractive as possible to American 
audiences, however. via generous 
use of Hollywood players and appli- 
cation of production techniques he 
employed during his tenure as an 
American producer. 

In the matter of techniques, Sir 
Alex is doing everything possible to 


is 


educate his staff in Hollywood’s 
ways. He has had a constant suc- 
cession of technicians shuttling to 


California to study methods. Two 
men are there now. in fact. and an- 
other in New York on his way 
from London to the Coast 


is 


Presently gancering American stu- 
dio methods are John Coxe, sound 
engineer, and Law Thornburn, Kor- 
da’s technical troubleshooter. On his 
way is John Stapleton, studio man- 
ager of both Korda’s British plants. 

Another — effort conform to 
American standards seen in em- 
ployment by Sir Alex of his brother 
Zoltan, who leaves for England Feb. 
1 to handle a producer-director as- 
signment. He just cemp!eted direct- 
ing “The Macomber Affair.” a Bene- 
dict Bogeaus production, for United 
Artists release. 


to 


is 


Kibbee, Stone, Kelk Set 


+ 





Frank Sullivan 
tells of the 
‘Vigil for Van” 
in the forthcoming 
11st Anniversary Number 


of 
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FBI Nabs Sailor 
Bootlegging Pix 


Los Angeles, Dec. 24 

Theodore Alven Gilman. 24. mer- 
‘hant seaman. was arrested by FBI 

ents in Westminster, Cal., charged 
with violating the Federal copyright 
law through the sale of a 16m Tech- 
nicolor film titled “Meet Me in St. 
Louis,” a Metro release In his 
rooming house at San Pedro, Fed- 
eral operatives found five reels of 
U. S. Navy training film and other 
feature pictures, including “Along 
Came Jones.’ an RKO release: ‘‘To- 
night and Every Night,” Columbia: | 
“Affairs of Suzanne” and “Till We 
Meet Again,” Paramount: “Of Hu- 
man Bondage,” Warners: “Sing Your | 
Way Home,” RKO: “The Merry 
Monohans.” Universal, and “Don -* 
Juan Quilligan,” 20th-Fox. 

Understood these films had been 
made available by picture companies 
for overseas showing to Navy men 


before they came into Gilman’s pos- | 
session He was held in $500 bail 
by U. S. Commissioner A. M. Brad- 
ley. 


WAR ACTIVITIES COMM. 


- EXPENDED $2,111,706 


War Activities Committee, in its 
four war years of operations, ex- 
pended a total of $2,111,706 of which 
the eight majors paid two-thirds and 
theatres, the balance, George J. 
Schaefer, WAC chairman, announced 
yesterdey (23). Surplus of $84,086 
remaining with the unit's windup 
has been returned to the participants. 
WAC nut represents only a small 
frection of the total industry con- 
tribution which includes, among 
other things, a $40,000,000 outlay in 


the form of a gift of 43.189 feature | 


16m prints and 33,217 shorts. 

Of expenses incurred by the WAC. 
final accounting discloses $758,654, 
paid out on national loan campaigns; 
$628.908 for rawstock in the indus- 
try’s 16m gift program: $93,290 as 
cost of production and distribution of 
“Watchtower Over Tomorrow”. 
Jnited Nations documentary handled 
for the State Dept.: and $638,852 
baiance covering all other expenses. 

Industry also aided in collections 
totalling $36,874,436 in which it pro- 


For Hospital Circuit vided, cuffo, 1,200 pages of ads. 


Hollywood, Dec. 23. 

Guy Kibbee is the first actor to 
fake off on the veterans hospital 
tour under the new setup arranged 
by the Hollywood Coordinating 
Commiitee and USO-Camp Shows. 
Gen. Omar N. Bradley revived the 
hospital tours after an offer of the 
committee, supported by the Screen 
Actors’ Guild. 

Kibbee, who will tour for 14 days 
on a junket through Minnesota, 
Wisconsin, Illinois and Iowa, will be 
followed by Ezra Stone and Jackie 
Kelk. Tours were suspended after 
the war’s end during a change-over 
from military to Veterans Admin- 
istration operation 


Paul Gordon’s Co. 


Paul Gordon, indie producer who 
recently completed a_ film titled 
“That We May Live.” will hea@ 
newly-formed producing outfit to be 
called Two Continents Pictures. 


Company will produce films both 
here and abroad in English and for- 
eign versions, i 


| starring Johnny Weissmulier. 
| he says, he discovered that Moss had 
} no contract with Weissmuller. 


tween 


| Sturges. 


Sues on Weissmuller Pic 


Los Angeles, Dec. 23. 

Daniel F. Greenhouse filed suit in 
Superior Court against the Lou Moss 
Picture Corp., demanding the return 
of $10,000. 

Plaintiff declared he handed Moss 
that sum for production of a film 
Later, 


Minus ‘Duel, UA 
Mulls ‘Carnegie, 





‘Arch’ Roadshow 


With 


lh. the 


O. Selznick’'s 


apparently 


“Duel 
eliminated 
Artists’ release slate, 
make a choice be- 
films for roadshow 
handling, Grad Sears, v.p. in charge 
of last week 
from a Coast 


Da\ id 
Sun” 
Inited 


company 


from lI 
\ ill 


two otner 


distribution, declared 


follow his return 


rig 


naer at the companys 


ng product. Choice will be made 
tween Enterprise Arch of Tri- 
ph” and Morros-LeBaron’s ‘“Car- 


Hall 


topper 


ne ie 


VA predicted $10,000,000 


orld grosses for both pictures. He 
disclosed that he had had lengthy 
discussions with Enterprise chiefs 
Charles Einfeld and David Loew on 


policy for “Arch” and they had de- 
cided to wait until picture was com- 
pleted and release time is closer be- 
to a conclusion on 
be roadshown. If 


fore coming 


whether it should 


the decision is against it, “Carne- 
gie” apparently will automatically 
get the nod. 


Latter film, Sears said, because of 
the unusual array of top musical 


(Continued on page 24) 


Theatre Lobby Tables 
For Charity Drives Now 


forthcom- 


| 500,000 in damages from United Art- 


Selmick-UA Duel in the Courts 
Starts Chain Reaction of Law Suits 





W. A. S. Douglas 


In his exploration through the 
midwest discovers that 


“Jesse James Is Still 
Packin’ ’Em In” 
* = « 


on editorial feature 


in the forthcoming 


41st Anniversary Number 





of 
VARIETY 











Selznick’s Claims 


For $13,500,000 


Los Angeles, Dec. 23. 
David O. Selznick’s Vanguard 
Films, Inc., filed two suits here last 
Friday (20) asking a total of $13,- 


ists, Mary Pickford and Charles 
Chaplin. One suit for $6,000,000 | 
against Miss Pickford and Chaplin | 

Selznick s partners in UA—was 
filed in California Superior Court. 
The other, asking $7,500,000 from 
UA, was instituted in Federal dis- 


trict court here 


Essence of the action against Miss 


| Pickford and Chaplin is that they 


| ‘maliciously 


conspired to deprive 


| Selznick’s company of a distribution 


| “deliberate 


Ruled Hazardous in N.Y. 


Metropolitan exhibs may weep no 


tightening regulations which 
were slackened during the war, has 
now banned all hat-passing in thea- 
tre lobbies, Use of tables and per- 
sonnel in the house entrances, fire 
chiefs say, violates city ordnances 


bureau. 


| oust 


bitter tears over it but theatre 
charities have received another body | 
i blow by latest ukase of the New 
York City Fire Dept Municipal 


! 
! 


since it constitutes an obstruction to | 


. fast patron getaways in case of fire 
along | 
in- | 
Rules were | 


Consequently, they're out 
with obstructing placards and 
flammabie decorations. 
overlooked during the war so that 
theatres could go all-out on war 
drives 


STURGES GOES 20TH 


Hollywood, Dec. 23 

Preston Sturges joins 20th-Fox af- 
ter the first of the year as director- 
writer, with initial chore to handle 
}one of his own stories in the dual 
capacity. Negotiations have been on 
since Sturges left the 
| Hughes setup in October, with ink- 


|ing on the final papers taking place 


weekend. 
during 


}over the 


the negotiations, 


| sold 20th his original “Matrix” which 


has nothing to do with the present 
deal. 


Howard! 


AS DIRECTOR-WRITER 





agreement.” The second suit charges 
and wilful mishandling 
of Selznick’s productions, including 
the sale of weaker product of other 
producers on the strength of the 
Selznick pictures.” 

Suits grow out 
the UA board 
Selznick 


of recent action 
in endeavoring to 
partner in the 
company withhold distribution 
privileges from him. UA claims he 
(Continued on page 26) 


BOB VINING SUCCEEDS 
GOODMAN IN BERLIN 


Berlin, Dec. 23. 

Rovert Vining, of the New York 
otfice of the Motion Picture Assn. 
and Motion Picture Export Assn., 
will arrive here around Jan. 1 to 
succeed Morris Goodman as MPEA 
rep in Germany. Vining joined the 
MPA last May 15 and has been serv- | 
ing as special representative of 
prexy Eric Johnston with the MPEA, 


by 
as a 


and 


acting as liaison between the two 
organizations. He's slated to leave 
New York for Germany before the 
end of the year. 

Goodman, in keeping with his 
Original understanding with the 


MPEA, terminates his European as- 
signment Jan. 16. He has been here 
for more than a year and is seeking 
a change because of the rigorous life. 
Goodman and his wife return to New 
York on the Queen Mary Feb. 13. 
They'll visit their children, in school 
in Switzerland. before leaving, | 
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‘he delivered 10 picture u: 


| dend and voting privileges 
|plans to sue to have the stock turned 


The $13,500,000 pair of lawsuits 
which David O. Selznick filed 
against United Artists, Mary Pick. 
ford and Charles Chaplin last week 
are the beginnings of the series of 
legal actions which are expected 


the dispute. Selznick’s suits make bs 
mention of the block of stock rep- 
resenting a one-third owns n 
UA which he claims is his and 
Chaplin and Miss Pickford aintain 
should revert to them. That stock, 
lawyers say, is certain to be the sub. 
ject of lawsuits filed by both parties 

Block of shares is now i: escrow, 
where it was placed when the Selz. 
nick-UA agreement was made in 
1942, Producer was to get when 


its to the 
had divie 
Selznick 


company, but meantime he 


lover to him, despite the fact that 
he has delivered only three films, 
on the claim that UA has breached 
its contract and thus prevented him 
from delivering the other pictures. 
Chaplin and Miss Pickfore who 
comprise the other two owners of 
UA, will sue to have the stock re- 
turned to the company treasury on 
the claim that Selznick breached his 
pact by turning over picture pack- 
ages to RKO. tock is valued at from 
$4,000,000 to (5,000,000 

Meantime, UA is awaiting word 
from the law firm of Davis. Polk, 
Wardwell, Sunderland & Kiendl as 
to whether it will handle the actions 
the company is desirous of institut- 
ing against Selznick. Answer is ex- 


pected from the firm, of which John 
W. Davis senior member. after 
the holidays. 
Chaplin's own suit 
nick, which he filed a couple 
years ago, is expected to be 
or tried simultaneously with the 
new suits that UA, company, 
and Miss Pickford and Chaplin are 
Selznick forces claim 


iS 


Selz- 
of 


merged 


against 


as a 


planning. ine 
cidentally, that Chaplin’s attorneys 
(Continued on page 26) 


Art Directors Win New 
Pact With Majors 


Hollywood, Dec. 23 
Motion Picture Art Directors 
inked a new contract with the 


1 ajor producers, retroactive to July 
1, 1946, and calling for general 
wage increase of 25%. 


a 


Agreement contains a provision 
new in studio pacts and likely te 
become standard in future negotias 
tions. Proviso calls for an auto- 


matic wage increase if the cost of 
living index in this territory goes up 


5% or more. Pay uppage will be 
determined by the rise in living 
costs. 


L. A. to N. Y. 


Larry Adler 

Neil Agnew 
Louise Albritton 
Benedict Bogeaus 
Sam Briskin 
Joan Caulfield 
Olin Clark 
Howard DaSilva 
Richard Derr 
Josephine Ear] 
William Elliott 
Cary Grant 
Mary Hatcher 
William Heineman 
Celeste Holm 

Hal Horne 

Sol Hurok 

Sam Katzman 
Howard Koch 
Norman Krasna 
Matthew M. Levy 
Anatole Litvak 
George Milne 
Dolores Moran 
Norman Pincus 
Jack Pomeroy 
George J. Schaefer 
Edward Schillhorn 
Marvin Schenck 
Bill Shirley 
Peter Shaw 
Frank Walker 
Herbert J. Yates 


N. Y. to L. A. 


Ted Baumfeld 
Johnny Mercer 
Hugh Owen 
N. Peter Rathvon 
N. Y. to Europe 
Henry Sherek 
Roland Young 
Europe to N. Y. 
Jean Benoit-Levy 
Irvin Shapiro 
George Shearing 
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| | | “J knew her betterthanany- = “She’s the only woman I’ve “I’m the only man alive who r. 
| one on earth...and backed ever known who beat me knows her secret...the only . 
i i life!” at my Own game!” man who cannot tell!” ‘ 
id faith with — y 8 Screenplay by Robert Thoeren 
From the Novel “Bella Donna” by Robert Hie 
And the play by James Bernard Fagan 
: 4 Directed by IRVING PICHEL 
| Produced by EDWARD SMALL | 
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Par, M-G Test-Packaged Shorts To 


Hypo Sales, Replace B 





—— separately but reachings 
Puzzil 
I ame answer, Paramount and 
the s « : 
Metro have shaped similar plans 
etl t 
for re’ » flagging shorts sales and 
ol ‘ J J 
Ning pinch on pix caused by 
a hacline of Bs. Currently under 
a ot a 8,-ooklvn Paramount, idea 
ay package number of shorts, plug 
‘ ) we " ~ ‘ 
th hypoed exploitation, and sub 
Witt Re r . 
; lower half of duals. Other ma- 
ol UN bah aa 
ys are keenly interested in the 
( al al be 
: t with indications that practice 
ees V ul 
would ripple out widely should it 
oul { 
ts | ull. 
wove it Oo, pu 
; First returns on the Brooklyn test 
were tag .d successful by both Par’s 
were lagst : ‘ ; 
h.o. execs and Gene Pleshette, the- 
{ manager, who said that house 
atres Me er, 
sarnered particulal boost in moppet | 
. Weekend matinees | 


patronage :. 
, two-and-a-half times 


if k Pleshette said, 
(23) morning’s har- 
vest of moppets climbed to three 
times the usual Par’s execs were 
satisfied that the innovation would 
be tops for school holiday and week- | 
end periods. 

Brooklyn theatre’s switch to pack- | 
; made during | 
Years Before 
instructed to | 


brought Ul 
usual numbet 
while Monday 


ids 


briefies was 
week of “Two 
the Mast.” Staff was 
listen for adult comment, which has | 
been good so far. Test will be for | 
only one week but Pleshette believes 
house will book more packages. 
Meanwhile. satisfied with results, 
Par will gun distribution of a pack- 
age of seven shorts to a number of 
other wholly owned houses with its 
Rochester theatre set as next tryout 
spot. Par’s affiliates will also be 
asked to play the briefies if later 
returns bear out initial results. | 
Shorts dept. will also swing into 
general sales of the packages to un- 
affiliated exhibs 
Metro’s plan 
commentary by 
the package tighter 


aged 
fourth 


includes use of a 
a Metro star to tie 
Package would 


then be sold to an exhib = at 
a price commensurate with the 
value of the shorts and no higher 
than he would ordinarily pay for a 


second feature on a dual bill, to be 
booked in as a replacement for the 
ynd feature 

In another plan to boost the sale 
of shorts, Metro is selecting one or 
two shorts to blend in with each 
picture in a single-bill, house. Idea 
behind this move is to make the! 
Shorts an integral part of the film 
program in an effort to boost rentals 
to meet upped production costs. | 
Metro has already selected “I Love | 
My Husband, But—,” a Pete Smith | 
novelty. to go with “Till the Clouds 
Roll By” and “I Love My Wife, 
But—” to go with “The Yearling.” 

As Metro execs pointed out, there’s 
a tremendous backlog of shorts that 
have never seen the light of day in| 
dual-feature houses. which usually 
book in only a newsreel and possibly | 


a cartoon to go with their two long 
features. 


sec 


COLUMBIA PLANS TO UP 
SHORTS RENTALS 25%: 


Rentals on Columbia's short sub- | 
jects will be upped approximately | 
25”, in all situations during the 
coming year by sales manager Mau- |! 
rice Grad. With the price rise Col is 
following the tack of other majors | 


who admitted plans to hike rentals 
Several weeks ago. 


Reasons for the move are _ in- 
oa Overall costs, including pro- 
uction, distribution and organiza- 


as nicks. Biggest rap comes from 
“mo department, where 
lave risen as much as 50% 
on some shorts and have averaged 
out to about a 30% overall hike. 
ye most of the big companies, 
the hewn Mo plans for reduction in | 
duri mder of shorts to be released | 
ing 1947. Blueprints usually call 
“a... ound 140 each year, with al- 
Sites on made for 10 or a dozen 
Col’s ae’ During the coming year 
near — vd not expected to go | 
difficultic. 130, largely because of 
shorta — with Technicolor print 
toon ‘eee eluding their color car- 
lease ries, Col had hoped to re- 
but moat a dozen color shorts, 
“cause of the labor tieups at | 


the ¢ . 
a Color labs. has abandoned hope 
all but about two. i 


's on Duals 





Howard Dietz 
(veepee of Loew's, Inc.) 
humorously treats with a certain 


trade paper in 


‘The Spice of Life’ 
* * * 
an editorial feature 
in the forthcoming 
41st Anniversary Number 
of 


VARIETY 











| tion 


| Jand, 


|} Zukor, 


Zukor Levels 


“Conniving’ Blast 
Against Britis 


Adolph 


influences” in 


Zukor against 
England and 
had Holly- 


wood on the postwar griddle, aired 


last 


“sinister 


by 


elsewhere which have 
last week at a Paramaqunt luncheon, 
is keying industry jitters over possi- 


ble quota moves by the British Par- 


liament At the same time, Zukor 
swapped indirect blows with Sir 
Arthur Jaratt associate of Sir 
Alexander Korda, who recently 


pasted Hollywood for failing to pro- 
vide proper distribution for British 
pix that 
groundswell of criticism 


Industry fear is the 
overseas 
may spur Parliament to pass drastic 
curtailing playing 
for American films when the subject 
comes up. for’ consideration’ in 
March, 1948. 

Zukor was careful to intimate that 
J. Arthur Rank was not the target 
for his attack, both in his definition 
of the enemy as producers of “maybe 


legislation time 


116 films in their entire lifetime” and 


statement made to 
Zukor’s embarkation 


in a previous 
Varkiety on 


from the Queen Elizabeth, the week | 


before. Of all British 
deal with 
tional, is satisfied with future Yank 
b.o. potentialities of his pix. 

Zukor hotly charged that “influ- 
ences” seeking to stress with Parlia- 
ment that American film industry is 
drawing heaps of from Eng- 
had their own axe to grind. 
Moreover, film dean said, “What we 
get is small change compared to the 
money that England gets from us 
for broadcloths and other merchan- 
dise it sells.” 

These “connivers,” 


colin 


according to 


were peeved because the 
American film industry had _ not 
fallen for their “wildcat schemes.” 


As a matter of fact, film dean con- 
tinued, Hollywood was the only 
place where pix are made with the 
foreign market specifically in mind. 
Majority of foreign films are aimed 
for local consumption, primarily. 
‘What right. then, have they to ex- 
pect a world market?”, he exploded. 
Only when producers abroad find 
their budgets exceeded, do they start 


| figuring on overseas revenue, Zukor 


said, as his parting shot. 


e - . — 


Extras’ Retroactive 
Coin Hits $1,000,000 


Hollywood, Dec. 23. 


Screen extras will receive retro- 


active pay checks. totaling approxi- 


| mately $1,000,000 shortly after Jan. 1. 


the major 
$1,000 in 


These checks, issued by 


studios, as high as 
some 

Retroactive pay 
ducers will be distributed in 
three weeks. They have 


layed by bookkeeping problems. 


range 
cases. 

from indie pro- 
about 


been de- 


| 
| 
} 


J. §. LIFE-OR-DEATH 


ne 


FOREIGN C 
0 HEL 


N 





R p ited cost yf lose to $4 000.- 
000 for J. Artt Rank’s filmusical 
“London Town,” set for early Uni- 
versal release in the U. S. under the 
title, “My Heart reoes ¢ iZV i 
lights again the weakness of Brit 


production techniques and the need 


for strong overseas selling to make 
British pix profitable, according to 


majority trade opinion in New 


| York and Hollywood. Hampered by 


an inadequacy of equipment 
with shooting schedules running, on 
the average, 25-30% longer than in 
Hollywood, negative costs are at the 


| point of equalling the nut on Holly- 


i 


producers, | 
| Rank alone, armed with his distribu- | 
Universal-Interna- | 


wood product in the same bracket. 
Consequently, with a domestic mar- 


VITAL 


and |} 


TO BRIT. PIX 





Metro's Rodgers Concedes Product 





Claude Binyon 


humorously treats with a Hollywood | 


‘Idea Man” 


* * * 


an editorial feature 


of the forthcoming 
| 41st Anniversary Number 


of 


VARIETY 
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ket hardly exceeding one-third that 
available to Yank producers, pres- 
sure for overseas sales is on the} 
climb. 

While American distribs view the 
foreign market as their margin of | 
profit, British are regarding it with 
much greater anxiety since they can- | 
not come close to even on costs un- 


less they slice off a heavy chunk of 
outside the UK. Increased 
awareness that the U.S. market spells 
life or death to the British film in- 
dustry is considered by Yank trade 


coli 


circles as the answer to the mount- 
ing insistence that U. S. theatres 
throw open their screens to Anglo 
pix. 

Pointed out is the fact that the 


days of cheap British films are over. 
Even as modest a film as “Brief En- 
counter” is cited as an example since 
the pic cost nearly $1,000,000 to pro- 
duce. “Caesar and Cleopatra,” with 
a nut of $5,000,000, is an example of 


how costly a British film can be, 
while “Stairway to Heaven,” also 
Rank, is figured to have run into 


expenses equivalent to a top budget 
American pic. 
Need That Export Income 
British dependence on the foreign 
market is pointed up by b.o. per- 
formances of UK films in their na- 
tive heath. “Wicked Lady,” all-time 


grosser with the possible exception | 


of “Caesar,” did 375,000 pounds in 
England—but that was the theatres’ 
take, not that of the distrib. Film, 
in short, while doing ‘a 

(Continued on page 22) 


Rose Sues Mason 
For $1,760,000, 


Avers Pact Breach 

Dec. 23. 

managing 
— 





Los Angeles, 

David FE. Rose, former 
director for Paramount in 
filed a breach-of-contract 
Federal Court 
British film star, demanding $1.760,- 
000. Rose declares Mason failed to 
carry out a contract for the actor’s 
exclusive services, and an in- 
junction restraining him from work- 


asks 


ing for others in the U. S. 
Mason's. attorney, Sam _  Sagon, 
denies the existence of a contract | 


between the two. He declares Mason 
wrote a letter last June stating that 
he was prepared to join Rose in a 
production in California, but had 
never signed an implementing agree- 
ment. Rose, he 
make a legal contract 
spondence. 


Says, 1S 


out of corre- 





Blumberg’s Banknite 


The Nate Blumbergs’ daugh- 


ter. Doris Jean (Dodo), marries 
Stanley Meyer, son of Freddie 
Meyer, the California theatre 


man, and himself operator of a 
number of Fox-West Coast thea- 
on Jan. 14, at the Blum- 
home in Van Nuys. Cal 
reminded the Universal 
prexy that some 20-odd 
ago he was at his prospective 
son-in-law’s confirmation, in 


tres, 
berg 
Which 


years 


Milwaukee, and to quote Blum- 
berg: 

“If anybody had wanted to 
bet me a million-to-ome at that 
time that baby Stanlev would 
one day marry my daughter I 
not only would not have taken 
it but would have thought him 
nuts.” 


landslide | 


against James Mason, | 


trying to | 


Will Determine 
Rental Terms 


off a 
provide 


Teeing sales policy, 
Metro 


henceforth 


new 


will each picture 


with a test engagement 
in one key city and one small town 
de- 
Idea 
behind the new move is that one 
picture might do excellent business 
{in certain parts of the country but 
fall flat in other sections. Test runs 
will make certain that one territory 
is not dependent on another, with 
each picture’s allocation in each 
territory to be determined what 
it does in the tests. 

Idea was first broached at the 
Metro sales meeting in Chicago sev- 


in each exchange area before 


ciding what rental to charge. 


on 


eral months ago and was finalized 
|} this week by William F. Rodgers, 
Metro veepee over sales. Informa- 


tion on what each pictures does in 
the test runs will be passed on by 
the field men to the homeoffice, 
where it will be collated and then 
reissued again to the field staff. Dis- 
trict and branch managers will then 
decide where to allocate the picture, 
| in line with Rodgers’ belief that lo- 
| cal managers know their own te:rri- 
' tory better than does the homeoffice 
'and so control over film rentals 
should be decentralized to them. 

A Wallace Beery picture, it was 
pointed out, might do 200% of aver- 
age business in some territories but 
only 50-75% in others. Such a pic- 
ture, therefore, would be sold at 
higher terms in the favorable areas. 
Exhib, of course, gets a break on the 
deal by not being forced to book a 
picture at top prices when _ it’s 
known fairly well in advance that 
the film might not gross enough in 
his theatre to merit the terms. 
Metro, on the other hand, will bene- 
fit in the long run by getting higher 
| terms on some pictures in certain 
territories than it has in the past. 

New policy will be carried out all 
down the line, even for Metro's re- 
prints and importations. 


—_———_ 


Oscars Move to Shrine 
Aud Because of Crowds 


| Hollywood, Dec. 23 

Some 3.500 “outsiders” 
mitted to 
| Motion 
annual award 
13. when 
moves to 
The 
enlarged 


will be per- 
of 
Sciences 
March 


witness the Academy 

Arts 
presentations 
site of the Oscar handout 

the Shrine Auditorium. 
3.200 members of the recently 
Academy will have re- 
served for selves and guests, 
with balance of house being avail- 
able to public but no price for latter 
ducats set vet. 

Because of increase in Academy 
membership from 1,000 to 1,700 during 
past the move to a large 
was necessitated. Last four 
presentations have been made at 
Grauman’s Chinese while previous 
15 awards were made at banquets 
j at the Hotel Biltmore, etc. 


Picture and 


seats 


tne 


year, 


nouse 





ortage But Blames Dualers in Part 


Concedir that there’s a product 
shortage in some subsequent run 
uses and nabe Metro sales chief 
William F. Rodgers intimated last 
veek that operators of such houses 
id probably brought the condition 
n themselves by not playing all the 
product available to them. In addi- 
tion, Rodgers said, the policy of nabe 
and small town exhibs in booking 


duals at too rapid a turnover neces- 
sitates their getting six to eight pic- 
tures a week, which would obviously 
result in a shortage of product 
Speaking at an_ industry press 
luncheon, Rodgers declared it would 
be impossible fo: under 
produc- 


the stud Os, 


present conditions of high 


tion costs, to turn out enough fea- 
r ») meet the demands of exhibs 
n the sticks. Best solution for them, 
he 1 ould be to play pictures 
longet Citing Metro’s plans of cut- 
ti dow production from 31 pic- 
tures this vear to 24 in 1947, he said 
the number of pictures released 
Id depend on the wav the mar- 
ket can absorb then There's a defi- 
nite trend towards reverting from a 
dual policy to single bills in many 
Loew's theatres outside New York. 
he said, intimatine such a move 
night help other exhibs 
Questioned about Metro’s reprints, 
Rodgers declared he was not re- 
releasing the oldies because of a 


product shortage but because there’s 
a big audience for such pictures. He 
noted the case of one city in which 
three Of the first run houses recently 
were playing reissues at the same 
One of the houses was a 
Loew’s theatre but the instance was 
probably just a coincidence and not 
necessitated bv a product 


he 


time 


shortage, 
said 
Refuting 
Metro was 
reissues 


t} 


charges 
out to 


that 


its 


of exhibs 
clean up on 
top rentals on 
declared that Metro 
Originally on “Rage in 
Heaven” so is not taking second 
out of the picture now. Re- 
turns from “Rage.” which has 
chalked up 200% of average busi- 
ness in some situations. is proof that 
Metro wes correct in thinking such 
pix would do well if given the right 
handting. 

Unwilling to make a definite pre- 
diction on how business will hold up 
in 1947. Rodgers declared that there’s 
“a very bright future for those who 
have enough vision to prepare for 
hag 


by asking 


Rodgers 
lost monev 


em, 


money 


TRANS-JIX’S MEX HOUSE 
IST OF LATINO CIRCUIT 


Looking upon Latin-America as a 
lucrative field for theatre expansion, 
Trans-Lux circuit will launch its 
first house playing feature pictures 
n Mexico City shortly after the first 
of the year as a Latino trial balloon. 
Norman W. Elson, Trans-Lux vee- 
pee, back from a two-week stay in 
the Mex capital, accompanied by 
P. E. Furber, Trans-Lux board chair- 
man. Elson stated the company is 
considering further outlets south-of- 
the-border, but at present is adopt- 
ing a wait-and-see attitude on how 
things work out before making fur- 
ther investments. 

Néw house, a 950-seater, is located 
in the $4,000,000 Prado hotel, in the 
heart of Mexico City. Hostelry, 
owned and built by the government. 
is expected to draw class tourist 
patronage, hence the theatre antici- 
pates first crack at these choice po- 
tential customers. Holding a minor- 
ity local corporation 
formed to lease the theatre from the 
government, Trans-Lux expects to 
pursue a first-run policy culled from 
the best pix produced by Mex, U. S. 
and British producers. It is tenta- 
tively slated to open around Feb. 1. 

Elsewhere Trans-Lux has a site in 
Washington where an office building 
has been razed in preparation for 
theatre construction as soon as fed- 
eral controls on amusement build- 
ings are eased. Company also plans 
another New York house at Madison 
ave. and 59th st., where present ten- 
ants have been notified by the OPA 
to vacate by April 1. However, con- 
struction of that theatre, too, is de- 
pendent upon relaxation of building 


interest in a 


, restrictions. 
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E at U-I do not intend to 
suggest there is any great 
magic in what we are doing, but 
we want you to watch the fast 
progress we are making. 


When you stop to consider that 
in the past few months Universal- 
International’s customers have 
had such smashes as “The Killers’ 
and “Canyon Passage’ and when 
you realize that currently they 
have “Dark Mirror, “Magnificent 
Doll,” “Temptation, “Wicked | 
Lady’ and “Notorious Gentle- 
man, you have to admit things 
are really looking up. 








Just around the corner are ‘Swell 
Guy, “Smash-Up,” “TllBeYours,, 
“Stairway To Heaven, and of 
course, we know you are waiting 
just as anxiously as we are for 

< “THE EGG AND I.” In fact, inknow- 
a ax | ing circles everyone is saying, 
NTERNATIONAL “U-I has ‘The Egg and I.” What 
: more could anyone have? 


- 
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NO LETUP IN OVERLONG FILMS | 





Philly Philly Judge Awards Goldman 3756 


In Trust Suit Vs. 


Philadelphia, Dec. 23 ? 
T mages of $375,000 MV ere | 
a\ “ ded William Goldman Theatres, 
~ federal Judge William H 
es Thursday (19) against 
a ) two affiliates and 
, ing and= distributing 
pe At the same time it was 
disclo it Goldman’s attorneys 
were readying a new “supplemental 
aaa . ) ¢6.000,000 in additional 
samen cbled) as damages al- 
leged| sustained at  Goldman’s 
Erlange nee the time the suit was 
filed Che original action covered | 
the od ) the time Goldman 
leased the hous¢ until the suit was 
sta Federal Court in Decem- 
be 1942 The new suit covel the 
period ce that time 
The idgment 1n Thursday's de- 
cree resulted from the suit filed bys 
Goldma more than four years ago 
against Warners and other majo! 
pictu panies for alleged re- 
fusal to supply him with first-run 
pictures at the Erlanger, Kariton 


and Keith theatres, operated by 

Goldman. Goldman charged the re- 

spondents had monopolized showing | 
of films in houses operated by War- 

ners and prevented him from ob- 

taining the features at the same time 

the Warner theatres. 

Goldman asked triple damages of | 
$1.350,000. The $375,000 award cov- |} 


as 


ered his losses at the Erlanger. In 
the cases of the Keith and Karlton 
houses. Goldman sought no money 
award but a judgment breaking up 
the alleged monopolistic practices 
ef Warner Bros 

Judge Fitzpatrick granted Gold- 
man a permanent injunction re- 
straining Warners from continuing 


-d monopoly, and directed 
the same right 
first-run pictures at 
{1 the Karlton that War- 


the allewe 
it to 


to vid 


‘ive Goldman 
Lol 
Keith's a 


ners ha 


License Commissioner 
Pressing Appeal to K.0. 
‘Outlaw’ in N. Y. City 


Whipped in his fight before the 
Motion Picture Division of the State 


It's claimed specifically that the 
Duluth Theatre Corp. has been re- | 
fused first-run pictures since August, 
11941, when it took over the Lyceum 
itheatre, Duluth, formerly operated 
by the Minnestoa Amus. Co. On the 
other hand, according to the com- 
plaint, “the distributor defendants 
have at all times since that date 
freely granted licenses to the Min- 
nesota Amus. company” for its first- 


Education Dept. to extract a state- 
wide ban on “The Outlaw.” New 
York License Commissioner Ben- 


jamin Fielding declared his intention 
to press an immediate appeal to the 
Board of Regents. Meanwhile, the 
two-ply legal fracas moved ahead 
with the filing of an application by 
producer Howard Hughes for an 
early trial of his suit to restrain city 
authorities from interfering with its 
show ings 

Attempt by Fielding to erase the 
pic's seal because of alleged ob- 
scenity in its advertising, foundered 
on a ruling of Dr. Ward C. Bowen. 
acting director of the division, that 
the city could not introduce evidence 
of ads placed outside the state. Dr. 
Bowen explained that jurisdiction 
of the state was confined to its own 
borders and that such lems as 
Photos of California billboards had 
no bearing on obscenity charges. Ads 
in New York. it was held, did not 
Pass the bounds of decency. 

Decision did 
the context of 
Standards 
of 
not only 
Using 


either 
or the 
Board 
decide 


not consider 
the film itself 
extra-state ads. 
on appeal, will 
whether New York adver- 
is up snuff but the novel 
question of what effect bally outside 
the st has -on legality of a 
Conti: the state itself. 


Stoltz Upped at PRC 

nold Stoltz, PRC's director of 
rive Us ng exploitation and publici- | 
¥. has been upped to the post of 


ot 


Regent 5. 


to 


ite seal 


ed to 


Special national sales representative 
— ass't sales chief Lloyd i cal 
oe spot will be filled by Harold 
h coe B formerly of Paramount's 
Stolt, 7 my ing dept. Main duties of 
new ne si be to promote sales of 
intend oo of pix: which company 
, 2 ‘ouncing shortly. 
mod went to PRC as eastern 
from U Int ped in Febr uary, 1945. 
Served d Artists, where he 


aS exploitation head. 


WB, Other Majors: 





‘Crying Room’ 


Regina, Sask., Dec. 23 
New op Broadway the- 
aire | Saskatoon is the fir t in 
Saskatachewan to boast a “cry- 
ing roon Mothers whose 
children become troublesome 
can see the show from a room 


fitted with special optical glass. 
House is owned by Broadway 
Theatres, Ltd. 


BERGER SUES. 
MAJORS FOR 
$1,350,000 


Dec. 23. 
violation, 








Minneapolis, 


Charging anti-trust law 
the Duluth Theatre Corp. has filed 
damage suits in federal court for 
$1,350,000, plus fees and cost, against 
eight major distributors and 
Minnesota Amus. Co. (Paramount 
Theatres circuit). 

Distributor defendants 
mount, Columbia, Metro 
Fox, United Artists, 
Warners. The 


are Para- 


and 
“a 


Universal 
complaint alleges 


'combination and conspiracy” of the 


defendant corporations 
to fix the run, 
mum admission 
criminate with 
ter granted 
the and 
and monopolize 


“concertedly 
clearance and mini- 
price terms, to dis- 
respect to license 
independent 
restrain 
picture 


ms against 
otherwise 


the 


atres to 
motion 


business.” 


run theatres ition with the 


Lyceum, 

plaintiff asserts 
net profits to the 
since acquisition, in 
the defendants’ acts, 
proximately $350,000. Triple dam- 
ages, as authorized in an anti-trust 
suit, brings the amount asked in 
damages to $1.050,000. The Lyceum 
Building Corp. also computes its 
of rentals, profits and 
damages at $100,000. which. 
its amount sued for 


In compet 


The {oss in 
Duluth, 
consequence of 
has been ap- 


that 
Lyceum, 


loss 


brings 
000. 
Bennie Berger is 
owner of the circuit of 10 theatres 
and he also owns several theatres 
leased to the Minnesota Amus. Co. 


U-RANK PLAN 1-A-WEEK 
EDUCATIONAL SHORTS 


United World Pictures. newly 
formed Universal subsid, and J. Ar- 
thur Rank have mapped a joint sev- 
en-year plan for expenditure of 
$7.000.000 on educational pix. Call- 
for production of a pic-per-week 
each outfit over the seven-year 
period, Rank and UWP have agreed 
to format integra 
tribution setup 
at all 


the principal 


ing 
by 


ted dis- 
output of films 
from the kinder- 


on ot an 
and 
aimed levels 
garten to the 
was disclosed 


Dorfman, 


who 


Edward 
chief, 
already 
-theatri- 
gun 


week by 
production 
Rank had 
the nor 
would 
months 


last 
UWP 
said that 
started turning out 
and that UWP 
program within a few 


Bi 


cals its 


films will 
most as though they 
eign tongue, Dorf: 
tionally, pix will 
many as 38 languages 
distribution Pi 
plan, the first real 
grate educational field, 
sell prints to schools 
rather than rent them Bell 
Howell library, which Universal 
bought, will be coordinated 


readapted, al- 
a for- 
said Addi- 
dubbed in as 
worldwide 
imary purpose of 
effort to inte- 
will be to 
organiza- 


Itishn be 


were in 
nahn 
be 


fol 


and 
lions 
& 


recently 


i with newly produced films. 


| 
| 


the | 


RKO, 20th- | 


other | 
tripled, | 
to $300,- 


graduate school. Plan | 
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ANID OOUAM 





F Eagle-Lion’s First 8 Pictures Will 
Cost $12,000,000 to Prod—Krim 





U 




















—_—- ---— + Eagle-Lion ha set a $12.000,000 

Desp ISIng Sst n of yro- production budget for it fi t eight 
‘sities Dinh acai Samii: aad. WB Efficiency Aid x which are slated to be com- 
lo Dit € in ir Ho Dec. 23 pleted by Sept. 1. 1947. accord ‘ to 
g k fra & . , : cig ms 

p-buas ( yu mol fro B te : rey < “2 A O- 
1! lengt} Vs ) t of abat- M icipa \ ) e othe . Woast U1 ; : ya ~~ 
ing in the iediate future One E-L ll cost I u , $1.000,000, 
| of the prime reasor for this, accord- wes a a ; Arin ‘ = u ‘ three, “It's 
ling to the sales manager of one of * pronounced increase in pfo- a Joke, Son,” “Lost Honeymoon” and 
| the majors is that long pictures in duction efficiency Warners. a unannounced third ‘appee the 
j the past have generally turned out Shift ha re ted it a «65 ee — a en 
|to be top grossers, despite the fact decrease it ic a _— Budget will be ae ap eer 
|that their length might cut into a agecres in all Olsé added, since E-L planning all 
theatre’s turnover over Burbank top-bracket film . 

Son © Coast production chiefs, and —a ™ ) nee 7 lea ‘. ‘ nN " ape of Pret 
especially Metro’s Lot B. Maver . ; ae ae : 
have consistent] ampaigned for f r J Art R | p e4} | f as 
shorter pix as one answer to sky- 1 \ it If’, m ll Pn hoger | — ae 
| roc keting production cost presum- " — Se ee re Sener a < 

ably believing that a shorter film rei, eat —- wees Arim 
| would necessarily mean less shoot- EARLY FINISH added. tank's Bedelia has been 
as igged for leadoff in mid-January 
| ing time and consequently lowe vith “Joke i rt isan 
| costs Confronted with the Vanity late; Ci ne + ‘ ; “- 
{of many of their top producers, | oe ; e, pense ~~, 3 of the 
| however, suggestions of the execs | peter sham pom alternate British 
|have apparently brought little re- | and home product, he said, and sales 
} sults. As the sales chief pointed | personnel had been so advised dur- 
/out, what can the production exec Hollywood, Dec. 23 encore ee eee ae 
le “wer rhe : . ing staff " c 
ae nniaaas pao gti eg Mag seer nant Recrwn, heen oF the Con- mo Coast huddle hg th Teddy 
ures showing the tremendous grosses ference of Studio Unions indicated | ¢ arr, Ranks top distribution exec. 
| brought in by the longies? the studio strike was nearing its end | details od handling of E-L's prod- 
ere ae ee ta Ee are ar _j uct in the United Kingdom were 

lustrative of the staff producers’ In a speech at the regular Sunday | closed. E-L’s pix will be distributed 
i feelings was that recently demon- | night mass meeting when he said. “I a tite ood “4 
\eiteted bby Melre’c Arthurs Peeed , ; veneral Film Distributors, of 
: pret - *: believe it won't be too long before! which Carr is headman. with the 
producer of “Till the Clouds Roll : - ry ' , 
By.” Gus Eyssell, managing direc- | 2 Satisfactory settlement is eased POPE pl ae all of the Foun 
| tor of Radio Citv Music Hall, N. Y., | and that you will benefit much more tie prellleiagg “teak” ieee 
| Coast on ype gh tye ees oe than you expected. All I ask is that moon” will head the invasion of 
| Christmas attraction. but refused te you continue the same _ support Britain with its English preem set 
ltake it in its 198-minute running \through the Christmas holidays that oe March 15 . Thereafter. Krim 
| time Not until after much per- | you have given in the past.” pees E-L _ will open at six to 
suasion, however, was Freed willing es * ,; eight week intervals. 
to clip 18 minutes from the picture. Strike has bee = mae Build a Backlog 
In deference to Freed. it's been ™onths but Sorrell first states now One of the chief problems of the 
learned, Metro now plans to rein-. that the end “will be within a rea- —s CUESIRY according to its 
; i ss prexy, is the buildup on a backlog 
(Continued on page 24) sonable length of time of films. Studios during first year 
vill turn out pix as fast as possible 
so that by windup of ‘47 company 
h flacks will have at least three months 
Briefs From t e Lots advance to bally product Krim 
'savs he is aiming ultimately fore 
six-month leeway. Meanwhile, com- 
pany now has 17 sales supervisors 
Holly wood, Dec. 23. |and David Barclay directing Mrs. and the same number of exploitation 

Georse Reeves. after three years | Chris-Pin Martin, Mexican actress,| men but will continue expansion of 
in the Arey. returns to Paramount makes her Hollywood film bow in| forees as needs arise 
to star in “Champagne for Two,” a “The Fugitive.” produced by Argosy. | E-L has sparked a drive to sign 
two-reel Musical Parade in Techni- .Walt Disney handed his studio talent and writers and currently has 
color. Lou Greenspan moved in as | employes a five-day holiday over 17 players under contract. Heading 
associate producer on “The Fighting | Christmas. ..Lon Young organized these are Franchot Tone, Margaret 
Madonna.” to be made by Steve Lon Young Productions, — concen- Lockwood, Joan Leslie, Michele 
Sekely for Republic release. ..Grant trating on commercial and industrial | Morgan, Una Merkel. Kenny Del- 
Withers, toy Barcroft and Tom) films. ..Paramount bought “The mar and Deborah Kerr. 

London washed up their thesp | Wooden Hill,” authored by Jack ae pe 

chores in “Wyoming” at Republic | Patrick. ..“Captain Casanova” is the i 

but will return in a body this week | New title for “Son of Casanova” at Technicolor Stalemate 

to start work in “Lightnin’ Strikes Eagle Lion. ..Barbara Stanwyck re- 

Twice.” Albert Jaeger. financial turned to “The Other Love” after a F M Gt S bstitut 
consultant to Seymour Nebenzal in | Siege of flu...20th-Fox was granted orces Mi- 0 OU ] e 
Nero Films. was upped to general permission to build $60,875 worth of Pj . Sj . 
manager. Leo Rosten assigned to Sets by the Civilian Production ic WM 1] ituations 
sc reenplay his own story on “Sleep, Authority. Metro, unable to get enough Tech- 
| My Love” for Triangle Productions Frank Borzage wound up shoot- nicolor prints for “Till the Clouds 

IlIness of George Brent caused a ing on “Gallant Man.” in production: Roy By” because of the Hollywood 
postponement of the start of “The | for two months at Republic...OWen japor strike. has been forced to re- 
Corpse Came C.O0.D.” at Columbia.;Crump draws producer respon- yjace it with “Secret Heart” as a 

RKO inked Richard Wallace to sibihty on “Silver River,” recently special New Year's release in 11 of 
direct the forthcoming Stephen | purchased from Stephen Long: treet. its 31 exchange areas. Only Loew's 
Ames production, “Tycoon.” Picture |...Milton Sperling leaves for New theatres in the other 20 exchanges 
will be filmed on location in Mexico’ York, Dec. 28, to confer with War- will pe able to play the picture on 
with headquarters at the company’s ners home office chiefs about the New Year's 
Churubusco studios. forthcoming Joan Crawford starrer, Color print tieup became so acute 

Hillcrest Productions completed “White Night.” Paul Cavanaugh, ! that Metro couldn't even get enough 
“Bells of San Fernando.” first of its Lumsden Hare and Gavin Muir drew prints to tradescreen “Clouds” on the 
five-picture commitment for re- featured roles in “Ivv" at Universal- originally designated Dec. 12 date in 
lease bv Screen Guild Productions International Hugo Fregonese€ paltas, Denver, Des Moines, Milwau- 
Enterprise is rushing work on the. leaves Dec. 26 for Argentina to make kee, Minneapolis, Oklahoma City, 
Spanish and Portuguese versions of a picture before starting work UN-" Omaha. Portland, Salt Lake City. San 

Ramrod” to hit the Latin-Ameri- der his new director contract at Francisco and Seattle Sereening 
can market before the release of the Metro was moved back to Friday (27) in all 
English language version Metro Hunt Stromberg completed shoot- the areas except Denver. where it 
started saan on “When. the ing “Personal Column” at General will be held on Jan. 2. Under the 
World Shook.” a John Nesbilt chore Service .. Next starrer for Roy ‘consent decree. a picture cannot be 
in the “Passing Parade” series, built) Rogers on the Republic lot will be booked in any exchange area until 
on the story of the Paricutin vol-, “Song of the Golden West.” starting it has first been tradeshown to ex- 
cano in Mexico Adele Mara and Feb. 3 Ferenz Fodor draws pro-_ hibitors 
Stephanie Bachelor inked for the ction chores on “The Crises of “Clouds” will be booked hence- 
femme leads in “Lightnin’ Strikes Dirk Diamond,” to be made by forth only as prints come in, with 
Twice.” to be produced by William! Audio Pictures for Screen Guild) each booking to be approved by the 
J. O'Sullivan and directed by Lesley release Columbia handed Rich- homeoftfice Metro’s other current 
Selander at Republic Allan Dwan ard Goldstone the production reins Technicolor film. “The Yearling.” is 
finished producing and directing the on “When aie Girls Beautiful,” | slated to open only in Los Angeles 
untitled Nelson Eddv-Ilona Massay . filmusical Phil Ford assigned | this year, where it tees off on Christ- 
musical at Republic after two to direct “The Finger Woman.” | mas Day. No dates will be taken on 
months of shooting rolling early in January at Republic the picture except for other trial 

Paramount postponed the start of with William J. O'Sullivan as pro-,runs in New York and Chicago until 
'’The Road to Rio” until Dec. 26 ‘ducer... Ken Niles, radio announ- | further notice, and Metro hopes to 
Pete Smith added “Those Good Old) cer, draws a featured role—not that | have enough prints available by the 
Davs” to his shorts program at) of a radio announcer—in “Out of the time the film is ready for general 
iMetro. with Dave O'Brien starring ; Past” at RKO. ; release. 
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Ets a Wonderful Life 


The Man I Love 


Miniature Reviews 


it's a Wonderful Life” ‘(Liber- 
tv-RKO). Socko Capra pic with 
James Stewart. 


“Phe Man I Leve” (Songs) 
(WB). Good romantic meller 
with Ida Lupino, Robert Alda, 


Andrea King and Bruce Bennett. 
“Humoresque” (WB). Im- 





SONGS) 
, ye 9 { a 
vllywood, Dec. 19. - 
Ho} d s Ay Bes ote © of Arnold Albert 
RAO peles < Lil y ¥ Ss } au n, bie otion . s Ida 1 me Robe Alda 
r ’ . ° V ! \ ‘ pe Ix ‘ ' ee } nne Live dob 
A | « S ‘ a Ne Luce ; i Walst Screenplay, Catherine Tur- 
' " ivimere ive s M t le ‘ lo Poxauno and Ss s ‘Tur- 
i bie h tho \\; ! ra ‘ i \r Wolff: aumera, 
} ‘ ‘ tirahame s ! Vi Llickon ¢ wer i k dinlog di- 
j t Sierl Sepeeny ‘ t ! tron tor fehn M:z t ev ial eff ts, Harry 
| ial ‘ oy ! } [dit director, 
> jo S \ P \\ er | Rexgie Heavck ack ive 
a I, 1 H 1? ! ‘ hy le ‘ Cern-Os rit ein 
‘ \ ble t esl Ih I ‘ ble ‘ er-Jimms 
i) iQ ‘46 Running e, 120 MENS o. , pte by Max Steines 
‘ e } ! es $ be ents j ? sihe direction, | 
rf Dor Rn KE Fo ¢ " shoe \ \ vb | 
, } » 46. R a 96 MENS. 
. | } i T.upine 
, q 4) 
' i hy 
i ° | 
| ' ‘nl 
m ) n 
Bick “ewig 
- - 1 lotta 
: \ D < | 
I loe 1 . 
‘ ! \ I | 
1) 
\ 
FY ‘ p oO le ron 
‘ ‘ ! rait J ( } 
} ! a potent ci : ¢ personality in 
. ' B e Be et { gals (and 
OVS) about a iltra- 
a I ‘ nie approat ana a few S.a. 
j “ R overtones vnc he Joe Breen of- 
ce awe é O-UDV tl } tire sort 
. of sé } s at any- 
Oe s i 0 t 
I one ¢ Tnose tlie pra sex 
“Ty Wi ‘ | ‘ or ) ce r é { t eaves 
. ee ‘ P ] E r OOsE ( re aed pans 
, ‘ hye out as plent ) avotY. It pre- 
‘ yre- ( Robe ALG ( ort ol 
‘ } 
et | { ( \ ) Liberty i esol \ from the 
} e re oO o’- aesthetic Ge } 0 he *‘Rhap- 
, 1 ev i 
to accel ‘ ‘ of ly In Blue ( f ‘st p ojected 
. \{ ome It spo Ida Lupino in a 
\ e of psyvc ‘ DIX t {fic eromne ith a heart 
‘ > 
OD t ¢ a, vibrant 
; a to) ( ‘ I ’ ' 
‘ le. ately. falls 
¢ a t Cit Live beciil , P 
y , . of th it- | api as aoes e plot, towards the 
S ) ( ‘ ( i A < . 
bri back vivid he reminaer ! I ere is Bennett, a sort ol 
. { nceantialit the sereen best! Hoagy C: ichae character with 
: Ons } is oO Ss of ascul n a who, if be- 
ore elfco cious, 10 it vu ¢ be 
rai times a bit too ire to be a 52d 
me 
> Ve ( ) the les npresses 
I k Cap a J =) ‘ ne o e get-away-vals-you- 
‘ , ¥ ) Li¢ ears 1 bo r chore hich \ ariably 
niform, endo ie pi aire lave tne reve f efter on their 
telling contributions Herewith, | ¢¢ lola S-a-\ and ic femme 
Si art to es the Tnesp peak ol customers 
} areel He } mt lost « t ol The Loose ends are plot faults. 
« erstwhile povishn perso ly Aldi a uavelv tough Lo Beach 
‘when called to turn it on) j 1 tur ‘(Calif.) musele guy omething out 
43 ¢ hov a mat ity anda iepth he! of the Little Caesar school, who has 
’ a 7 - : . ° 
st s recently to have acquired Andrea King’s id brother doing 
“ ‘ } , G&OIOUS chores for him. When their 
Capra brought back to “Life” al ; pa 
} ; P de} ister, Miss Lupino, comes on 
his oldtime craft, delicate devotion to | 4, ? ; : 
: ae } t ] tion as the scene HES Sins lacd®) in- 
{ al character delineation as “Eye hae : f , : ; 
ceetail and ara *”  Alda’s nitery, rebuffs the boss. takes 
well as his sure-footed feeling fo : ' - : 
' : rae" p with Bennett, the piano-playing 
true dramat mpact, as well as WIS} ¢ oe 5, Pg 
; fool, it evolves into a imiliar but 
deft method of leavening humor into : “% 4 
none the less arre ng romance of 
Hyots at right times iC again nrequited |] 
~/ — 1 101 what ordi- unrequited love 
proves he Cali aSnion r i The) ~~ octway — AS 7 
navily would be iomilizing hokum Phere are postwar overtones as 
oa oe , ‘ ont ‘tain Miss King cope with the problem 
t lea! og engaging entel R= } , , 1 
nto ae a’ a h. ] = ry of her shell-shocked husband (John 
ent a) rows—higt ow « , , . ' 
ment 101 ™ dees " Bn, | | Ridgeley): tne D-plot ith the 
tle. Capra mav }! have taken! , 2 
iat rt ‘tide { . ( “Al aan two-timing wife ‘Dolore Moran) 
here tne iride 10) ard } and her trusting boob of a husband, 


ine technique he achieved in “It Hap- | Don McGuire 





pened One Night.” but no past Capra the battled-fatigued husband comes 
celluloid possessed any gre ater Yr home for the happy ending, and the 
more genuine qualities of effective- conniving nitery boniface-racketeer 
Fess. Alda meets his inevitable dvom. 
The tale. flashbacked. essentially! A good assortment of pops is 
is simple. At 30 a small-town citizen deftly interspliced, including the 
feels he has reached the end of his} George and Ira Gershwin title song; 
yepe. mentally, morally, financially,| also their “Liza”; the Kern-Ham- 
All his plans all his life have gone} merstein “Why Was I Born?” and 
awry. Through no fault of own he } “Bill”; Johnny Green's “Body and 
faces disgrace. If the world isn’t | Soul” and Creamer & Johnson's “If 
against him, at least it has averted its| 1 Could Be With You «One Hour 
face. As he contemplates suicide, | Tonight)” which isn't exactly a nur- 
Heaven speeds a guardian angel, a) Sery rhyme. especially as the | 


swoon-croon 


pixvish fellow of sly humor, to teach | + 
| Popp in the early 


the despondent most graphically how 


plus other detours as 


jivesters whip this up 
a.m. It’s in this scene, 


worthwhile his life has been and| /Mcidentally, when the threat of the 
what treasures, largely intangible, | musele-man Alda to move in on the 
he does possess. The recounting of Long Beach -! ‘ont bi tro is one of 
this life is just about flawless in its several left-in-suspense situations, 
tender and natural treatment; only Withal It shapes up as commer- 
possible thin carping could be that cially good divertissement. Raoul 
the ending is slightly overlong and Walsh's pacing 1s good; producer 
a shade too cloying for all tastes. | Arnold Albert has given it import- 
antly-appearing investment, albeit 
Stewart's lead is braced by a full! it’s by no means a costly produc- 
fan-spread of shimmering support. tion: the Turneyv-Pagsio scripting is 
In femme lead, Donna Reed will) brittle ‘it's from the Maritta Wolff 
reach full-fledged stardom with this’ novel, “Night Shift"): and Max 
effort. As a Scrooge-like banker, Steiner's musical treatment further 
Lionel Barrymore lends a lot of lus-' enhances the over-all aura. 
tre. Thomas Mitchell especially is Abel. 
effective as lead’s drunken uncle; as eden ee 
parents, Beulah Bondi and Samuel S. 
Hinds catch the spirit. Other stand- Humoresque 
outs are H. B. Warner, Frank Faylen (MUSIC) 
and Ward Bond; they make much | Hollywood, Dec. 19 
more of small-town character roles] y.., rama ee: ae ay 
than usually rather hackneyed parts ‘Mies dene taneiees sg — 
receive. Two relatively new faces, | ft fe; es Ose: Levant, J. Carrol 
Todd Karns and Gloria Grahame, #'* Ne “| tom D'Andrea, 
score as youthful contemporaries of . >’ Bers eo Hath Nels Craig Stev- 
4 ¥ ae % ! el by Jean 
star, Neg uleses my ‘lift Odets, 
Productionally, every value is) 7. R E ‘ehisend . oY Fannie 
milked. With the use of new tech- | «J “AA els iets a Psi 
nique, employing COs base, snow 1s ' ‘i Htewdi Ped Trnde« 
facsimilied far better than ever be- WINS. a He. Bean “ ne, 122 
fore. Buiwarking Capra, the cam-) pejen Weis ' Coomteia 
eras of Joseph Walker and Joseph al Be Sales <inotiena 
Bivroc caught all the flavor and nu- | > deme r J nt 
nices: latter is a newcomer who was dy 8B 4 1 Naish 
elevated to lensing when former had |; ms Re py 7 4 
to leave during shooting. Dimitri Ti- | Fiore: Ieg nodsen 
omkin’s score enhances, especially | be-iber be Ruth Nelson 
making more poignant the closing : a ds BS x Sievens 
dramatic sequences. He has com-_ : a se Pr ee 
posed for most Capra pix and never |! ’ Abbott 
more compellingly than in this. Jack A B a ' it Blak 
Okey’'s art. especially in the exterior 4, Be CONN. ce ceeeee X , Cook 
scenes, is fetchingly natural. * in le i aaa tach a lad ~ ; Guire 
1 ' 1’ Lat’ tra 
In working vith the writing team |, - 
of Frances Goodrich and Albert Pes I Walsh 
tackett. Capra oby “ly helped in- 
ject the feel a ad spirit € anted, “Huomoresa.e combines classical 
while his partners’ calm comedy | music and drama into a top quality 
sense frequently flavors. Jo Swer- | motion picture. A score of unusual 
Jing’s additional scenes, unidentified, | excellence gives freshness to stand- 
patently parred the rest of the script.) ard classics an plevys ws Important 
Bert. ‘a part ws Fannie Hurst's familiar 


portant Joan Crawford - John 
Garfield drama, 

“The Beast with 5 .Fingers” 
Out-of-the-ordinary whodunit, 
terrif word-of-mouth 


ho. 


Will get 


ror tans, 


and please 





“Mr. District Attorney” (Col), 
Melodrama based on radio pro- 
vram of same title, for smaller 
first runs 

“Murder In Reverse” ( Brit.) 

Ne ‘ e pic from England 
strong support it quaier silue 
ations in U. S 

“Stars Over Texas” (Rep), 
Fal oatuner. in Eddie Deane 
series 

“Great Expectations” «GFD). 
British adaptation of Dickens’ 
novel, with John Mills, Valerie 
Hobson, looks limited for U. S. 

“Heldorado” (Songs) Rep). 
Rov Rogers oatuner with plenty 
to please followers 

tory o voung violl t who rises 
to concert heights from ie lower 


Fast Side of New York. Technically 








The Beast with 5 Fingers: 


ing is obvious and Often badly dias 


Hollywood, Dec, 15, | !oked in the seript by Ian McLellan 
Warner Bros. release of William Jacobs Hunter. Ben Markson did the acaape 
preduc lion. Stars Robert Alda, Andres | tation from a story by Sidne \ Mare 
King, Peter Lorre, D rected by Robert i shall, based on the air show created 
cory’ by Wilhan irsee ‘Harvey camera, | OY, Ehillips H. Lord. 
Nesley Anderson: special effects. William | Adolphe Menjou brings usual hice 
MoGann, HH. Koenekamp: editor, Frank Ma-|trionics to the title role, Dennis 
nee; dlalog director, Jack Daniels; SCOTS, | O'Keefe is likeable as his assistant 
oo, gh en age ee ee Ate | Marguerite Chapman acquits herself 
rector, Art Lueker, ‘Tradeshown Nov. 1», | Well _as the femme menace of piece 
‘46. Running time, 9@ MINS, '}and Michael O’Shea is dragged in as 
Conrad Rylet veeeeeee Robert Ald® | the d.a.’s wisecracking investigator, 
tle 9 a hea ~My pe George Coulouris, Jeff Donnell, 
eceatin’ tncene Ti vietor Brancen | Steven Geray, Ralph Morgan, Jobn 
Ovidio.. 1. C#rrol Naish | Kellogg and others in the cast try 
Raymond Arvin Chovies Dingle | hard to get a punch out of the ma- 
Ones Art x a tat terial. 
are +" ft: Brow Lensing by Bert Glennon is skil)- 
‘ } White) ful and other technical contributis 6 
An , \\ " mn thei YT 
Antor cette a ay, | measure up. a | Brog 
! \ I ‘ \\ ‘ 
"¢ ‘ t ‘-« 
‘ The Story of the Pope 
The Beast with Five Fingers” i: Chapel Fiims elease « Be nara B. Rravdt 
a eird, Grand Guignol-ish concos ae eran : =a sme, : : 
tion that puts the customers strictly | ;, i Sheen: n Sistine (he eclite 
fon their own. Till the last gasp, when t cag sound, | " ( Kw. Ree 
J. Carrol Naish winks into the lens ed Be ro, 46, at Rep hevire, 
land gives out with a crack that “it eo aa a 
, could happen,” it’s in the continental Market for this film may not be as 
groove, adding up to a whodunit that}; oe ee, ieee nen 
imited as indicated by the title 
gives payees more credit for intel- March of Time didn’t think so when 
ligence than the average thriller, t develed aa. entire release ti the 


a remake tit was first preduced in | 
1920) this version is virtually a new 
lors stripped of any acial conno- 
talions as was the Case ol ally. 
Picture is of the calibre oO attract 
ush boxoffice in the top tuations, 
li has the name strength of Joan 
Crawford and John Garfield’ to 
brighten marquees, thoughtful pro- 


duction guidance by J Wald and 


erry 


strong direction by Jean Negulesco. 
Footage is long, running more than 
two hours, but does not drag because 
of the score potency and perform- 
ance quality. 

Integration of music and drama 
es the two together so tizhtly there | 
i never a separation Classical 


lovers will hear special arrangements 


of such favorites as the orchestral 
suite from “Carmen,” in which the 
violin becomes the vocal solo instead 
of the usual voice, 


Olo of “Liebestod” from “Tristan 
and Isolde.” Other musical standouts 
include the gypsy “Zigeunerweisen,” 


another violin solo. Isaac Stern, vio- 
lin virtuoso, acted music advisor 
and dubbed the violin for the score, 
While Franz Waxman did the special 
arrangements and scoring . 


as 


| 


Some 23 classical numbers are in- 
|} cluded, plus a number of pop pieces 
used as background for cafe se- 


; quences. Latter are played and sung 
ij by Peg LaCentra to good effect. Full 
symphony of 110 picces is tised for 
much of the recording large 
viola section used «to the 
“Carmen” melodies. 


SS 
and 
is back 
| Principal footage goes to Garfield 
the young violinist who, encour- 
aged by his mother’s interest, devotes 
his life to music. He turns in a dis- 
|tinguished, thoroughly believable 
|performance. Adding to the effee- 
| tiveness is the nigh-flawless fingering 
jand bowing during the violin shots, 


as 


Joan Crawford’s role is an acting 
part, rather than a typical femme 
| Star assignment, and she makes the 


imost of it. 
connected \ 
ried woman 


There’s little sympathy 
ith a dipsomaniae mar- 
who promotes Garfield’s 


career but Miss Crawford's talent 
curries it off with top honors. 

| One of her best moments is the 
suicide scene in which she walks into 
| the sea to the accompaniment of 
|“Liebestod.” It is an intense, dra- 
;matic moment, heightened by the 


| stirring violin solo with full orches- 
| tral backing. 

Oscar Levant's character of Sid 
Jeffers, Garfield's friend and accom- 
| panist, is a thinly-concealed Levant. 
j He's in for quips, safe advice 
| generally to lighten the heavy dra- 
j} matics. It is a good part. well done. 


and a smash violin | 


Fate of > experimental item, there- | ,, . 
Fate of the experin tal i Vatican Story some three years ago, 


fore, is one that'll be decided by Nevertheless. as a feature att ee 
’ weve 1€S8, S i ature altractior 
word-of-mouth more than via any “The Storr of the Pp, ee iy igre 2 3 } 
’ . ‘ a4 ) i rt j 
other factor. It’s strong enough from : , : , manaty 
os not intended for general release, It's 
a productional standpoint, Warners | inalaht Gecumentary b 
having poured plenty into lush trap ; se = sya : . : 
t 1) , Wu pull omething ie than popula terest 
D1 D Ne marquee uit s N- 
: ws : Poo many factors militate against ; 
i vested solely in Peter Lorre, Robert + ¢ ; , P om 
a1 nd A Kings eligious subject limited to a single 
Alda and Ai i ne. : 
se . . 1Grea i : faith, and once in the theatre the 
Victor Francen, as a semi-invalid : ; : 
oncert planist lives n vlLOOMmMY audience might be repelled by the 
( anist, ] a PIO . . , 
vila in northern Italy His com. | °C onal bits of doctrine that creep 
. . ae . ; z He nto Mspr. Fulton J. Sheen's narra- 
panions are his secretary, Lorre; his : Bl we : eae 
l Vii King: a composer friend tion, although thats held to a mini- 
urse, | ng: a composer friend, 
ny) 
ere 3 ; loft 
Alda, and his attorney, David Hof! ; 
“% = : ‘ Real interest of the picture lit n 
man. : : 
: ‘ . sh atican grounds a 
A good deal of the plot is projected | 1" a E  gpew ao Bp Pose P: ao 
- the ds ‘oO 1 oO : us 4 
through Lorre’s eves, without anys Some of the film is not new nd 
xplanation of the switches from," "0 |, eis . NY, 
narration to scenes re vis- | @bout 60%o of it was lensed by Vati- 
te Ane “y ot re’ derange d mind can photographers, but it presents a 
Rest ind most oruc san parts of the | Pretty good overall picture of what 
i tur I hen Lou re is al nie with the spiritual leader of 340,000,000 
) ‘e are \ , . alone wi ye ; 
his . te id imagination He chas ° Catholics does during a working day. 
mMmakiha ANSON ¢€ " , 
nis ! “ilm ns with a si nth 1uCc- 
ghoulish hand around the library i Spee % .- hae pg - a 
+4 ~ Pte ardaleen t Anally and tion bv Cardinal Francis Svellman of 
| Sé ra Imes Cs £ Mla ly a \ , P , * " ‘ ‘ ; 
YEW ) } that mi: add 
hammering if down in a bloodcur nt ig "ihe > ow . it 
_ mieres yr l astel l 1s 
dling scene reminiscent in mood of ra oe : ; re 
'“The Cabinet of Dr. Caligari.” Still could have been 7 pensed with as 
; atpsigin ae . so much padding. The Cardinal isn't 
it pursues him, escaping at last from sap pad & 
, ' very good speaker, and suffers by 


| 


he burning coals Into which he has 
tne OUurning Co omparison with the narration of the 


it Oo strangle him also # ont 
ees, oll : ag ree leave : xperienced Mser. sheen rhe early 
angen | DI ene ] 1 to et out career of the Pope l followed from 
ithe jyinhappy place, glac rt il, “Stoel peer ° Pother Pacell . 
ind Alda and Miss King go off to his ordination as Fathet Pacelli te 
: ‘ ta A appointment as Papal Secretary of 
getner to America. Sand so . +e ‘ ; 
Scenes in which the disembodied oe é a ' “oo it Perry = aS 
; ‘ Ne P| tus, l ‘ ‘ ime 1s 
hand crawls around the room achieve ‘mel wie in ning el: th ; 
mM Ss | au \' 1 u- 
a surrealistic effect and will surely S} pe 
i } led t} most Cary ple ranging in station fro Winston 
pe abdecrltet among le 1OS SCe ‘y ae 4 atte a ka 
ever filmed. Photography here is re- ‘ oS gras * ve 
OS SSl ; Ss iil 4 - a 
markable, as it 1y throughout the!. ; ae s lial i , ; 
» Os ow } ; Ss ies and all - 
William Jacobs projection, for which | ' ine Sie i. , L cer agen f Yr , 
. nus ) ‘ ae th < he 
lensman Wesley Anderson and spe- pase MIB ecg 0: n ge 99 
- y . ( ‘ ) i } : ne 
cial effects experts William MeGann sp Cardinals telly e hs ae . 
and H. Koenekamp rate a deep bow. | - . ~ 5 . all 
. jscenes were overlong. 


and |} 


iJ. Carrol Naish and Ruth Nelson 
contribute excellently as Garfield’s | 
parent Ton: D'Andrea and Peggy 
Knudsen have smaller spots” as 
brother and sister. Minor romance 
IS contributed by Joan Chandler. 
| Garfield as a boy is skillfully per- 
formed by Bobby Blake. Paul Cav- 


anagh, Richard Gaines, John Abbott 
; and others are capable. 


Clifford Odets and Zachary Gold 
gave Jean Negulesco a solid screen- 
play as basis for his strong direction. 
| The careful production guidance by 
Jerry Wald has made a potent com- 


bination of music and drama_ to 
piease the carriage trade, making 
each phase thoroughly effective in 
carrying out the class imprint. Lens- 
ing by Ernest Haller is fine, as are 
other contributions. Brog. 
| 
| RE-INKS ‘DRUMMOND’ 

Hollywood, Dec. 23. 

Columbia signed Lou Appleton, 
Jr... and Bernard Small to produce 
two more pictures of the “Bulldog 
Drummond” detective series. 

Films will be made early in 1947 
under the banner of Venture pic- 


tures, 


Robert Florey’s direction of the tense 
Curt Siodmak screenplay is also im- | 
peceable. Editing, costuming, dialog 
and sets are all expert, and Leo Forb- 
stein’s handling of the Max Steiner 


After the school and religious mar- 
ket is exhausted, best commercial 
chance for “Story of the Pope” lies 
in the possibility of its being edited 
down to short subject length, a task 





score ¢ , ‘ndously to the spine- ; : 
| Sore adds tremendously — that shouldn't be too difficult 
tinglings. , ee aS 
Lorre’s maniac is a masterly job. | 
| Also rating plaudits in the thesping Marder in Reverse 
|dept. are Naish, Francen, Charles | (BRITISH-MADE) 
| Dingle and Hoffman. Alda and Miss] |. j.ntinents Films relesee ef Louis H 
King make an attractive pair of leeksonm produetion, Stare Willian bhitte 
lovers, and the Italian villages and | well, Jimmy Hanley, Chili Bouehier: fea- 
l others in the cast ring the bell. tures John Slater, Petula lark 1) ected 
Mil e Montgomery Tully. Sereenpl by Tolls 
q jheeead on story of ‘‘Seamark eumera, 
 caeeeeemnaenenet bli nest Palmer; editor, kive tatenpotle, 
sis Hans Mav. Tradeshown N. Y. bree 
| Mr. District Attorney wo, 46. Running time, 80 MINS, 
| ‘ be MABCOPICK 6c cveeesces William llarine 
Hollywood, Dee, 20, | Petey loners... Pee nae iP ny Hanley 
Colum elease of Samuel Biseholf pro- Dervis Musterick...cccccccee! } Bovuecbier 
j clttefiwan, Sturs Dennis O Keefe, Aclolphe Kred Smith........ sizes johbuw Slater 
| Merije Marguerite Chapmat Michael is var aa «Vv Re .e 
(She: fr George Coulouris, Jem | Sill) Masterick ‘ Dinoh Sherwdsat 
Denne) Steve (ierva Riaclpels Mergen lohin hi} M i tebildd Petul «‘hark 
Kellogg. Directed b Robert HB Sinveclait (‘i ’ Ix ‘ x 1 ision Reeves 
Screeoploy, tan MeLellan Hunter: edeptu- | tiake KK. « John Sa lew 
tion, Ben Mas a” story by Sidney Mat Sy ¢ eS ; 5 aaa Kawase Nixby 
} shall: bases on hae vdio program, My Dieechkey Ren VW is 
} Disiviet Atte ey rented by Phillips H. | Atis. Green. .... ie Kihel Coleridge 
Libel; cine ert Glennon: seore, Her- \bis ee eee eee ee - VMervie «rNeill 
pschel Grille ecliton Villiam twon Hie the ‘I lon Welie Watson 
| viewed De 1, 46, Running tim Ri MENS. i . “ 
steve Bennet “ee Dennis CVhyeelfe | P ° P . os 
| Craig Warren, D. A Adolphe Meniou | A unique climactic twist thatil 
Merela Manning... Marguerite Chapman | kee p audiences buzzing for minutes 
Pichon settee Michael Shes | after the picture ends caps this over- 
A2mnes tanadolph... tleork t‘otrlour - ‘ s . 
| - ii. \eff Dennet? |) fine effort from one of Britain's 
! Peratt ; sieven Geray |SMaller production outfits. A modest 
| Hal Jamison ftetph Morgen | budgeter by Hollywood = standards, 
pam 1 ' —, sar Ho | film is given plenty of cinematic heft 
Dales < anke. rank Reicher | ON Virtue of its superior screenplay, 
- _ ‘competent thesping and careful at- 
ONT. ‘pee oa? att en tention to realistic detail. Although 
Mr. District Attorney” will benefit . - ‘| 
|from popularity of radio program of ,''S Chances in the U: S. market wii 
jsame title. Familiar cast lends sell- ;€ limited to dualer situations be- 
ling strength, and the exploitation | C#Use of a total absence of name val- 
values are good. These factors will | “¢s. film will have an increasing im- 
jhelp it through top positions in | pact on the b.o. on basis of word-of- 
smaller first runs. Otherwise it is a |™outh. Dialog, despite a strong cock- 
| rather haphazard film version of the |"€¥Y burr in parts, will provide no 
lether whodunit with cloudy story  Sveclal language barrier for Amett- 
‘line that will not always be clear to ;C#" patrons, : ; 
| ticket buvers } Plot is an interesting variation 
| ’ F 9 ° | mm . . 7 1 . _— o 
| Samuel Bischoff’s physical produc- | f0!n the run-of-the-mill erime J "] 
tion values rate better than seripi | tres and will Keep amateur legs 
but he hasn't given story tight su-|P'alMs working overtime trying t 
. i . : i Toine Sachbs 
| pervision needed to point up melo- | ope out a solution, Using Mishback 
drama = elements. Plot concerns | technique for the first half. story de- 
| . . ) , P eke victak vhic 
; young assistant d.a. who resents his | *‘ Ives upon a judicial mis take wi ns “ 
' boss’ interference in his private life | Ses a man up on a 15-year rap fo 
‘and gets mixed up with a girl who| ™!rder that never took place. Com- 
| will do anything, even murder, to ob- | '08 Out Of jail after serving his time, 
|tain money and security. D.A. has the victim of the over-zealous pros- 
ithe right idea about gal but his as ecutor goes on an Intensive mall- 
| sistant is blinded by love. Before it | UUt to produce the man he alleged!s 
all resolves itself the girl has bumped | Killed. The man is, foune ne oe 
off two men and tries to do away | @eF to set the court records right. te 
with her lover in the finale when he | ‘"necent ex-con kills him be yas 
. enifi asse aT f ‘neland 
wont accept her loot and charms cGignified — asse mblaxe ‘ By for 
| Robert B. Sinclair's direction is un- leading legalites. Havin: aaa 
even, mostly from script confusion in | the erime in advance, co } 


j 
' 


planting various story threads. Writ- + «Continued on page 24) 
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Broke Every Record For Any 

Theatre, Any Week In The 

History Of Motion Pictures | 
Ist Week At The Roxy, N.Y.... if 
Broke That Record The Second » 
Week... Is Setting New Records _ i 
Every Day Of The 3rd... 4t 
... 5th Weeks! 1 
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will make the same gt 
STARTING CHi 
s| AT THESE HONGO!) 


‘| Chinese—Loew’s State—Uptown-L © 
Lake in CHICAGO @ Fox in PHIL / 
Wisconsin in MILWAUKEE © Upto V 








. BALTIMORE @& Orpheum—Orien ¢ 
| in OMAHA © Warfield in SAN | 

al STOCKTON ® Apollo in ATL 4 
in SALT LAKE CITY @ Gilli © 
Miller—Boulevard in WICHIT / 
il Sth Avenue in SEATTLE ©® St 3 
. DAYTON @ Watson in SALINA ‘ 





Every showman knows the sign of the great § 
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o reat comes - maror’ 


[RISTMAS DAY 


2RED THEATRES! 


L oyola in LOS ANGELES © State 
L ADELPHIA @® Fox in DETROIT 
to Wwn—Esquire—Fairway in KANSAS 
Allen in CLEVELAND © New in 
n tal in PORTLAND @® Paramount 
N FRANCISCO ® California in 





iS 
eh 
6 PS 
. ; 
ree 


L ANTIC CITY @ ‘Celene | 


li 0z—Kickapoo in SPRINGFIELD 
TA ® Fox in HUTCHINSON 
st ate in SPOKANE ©& Colonial in 
\ ® Midwest in OKLAHOMA ap it 


at €st boxoffice hits in the industry! 
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New Pix Bring L. A. Cheer; ‘Skies’ 


~ Smash $55,000 in 


236 in 4, ‘Nocturne Okay 266 in 3 


Los Angeles, Dec. 23 

Bat of EW strong product, 
Te off here J sday (24) and on 
( istm: da 25). is expected to 
ches theatre ¢ ators after usual 
a 1 \ { pre Xmas All films 
Were Cs ht 1 pre-holiday dol- 
< The Yearling.” “Razor's 
Face Best Ye of Our Lives” 
é Hi oresque are among those 
f t out top trade later 
1! ¢ ! 

| . by far in current 
st Blue Skies.” which will 
bene ( Oliday week 
tr: lt mash $55.000 o1 
OV ! iW Paramount nouses 
ae e Woma! oks to Lit $23.- 
Oot l-seaters “Noc- 
Li € ri p OKay $26,000 In 
three he 

Estimates for This Week 

Belment FWC 1,532; 50-$1 
“Love Li I VM-G). Opens 
LD ” Secret Heart 
(M-G) Onlv $2.000 
Last Veer ( $4.600 

Beverly Hills Music Hall 
(Blumenteld-G&S) (824: 65-$1) 
“Sirange W<¢ (UA). Neat $6.000 
Last week 1 On Shoulder” 
(UA) (41) K-9 Cavs). okay $2,600 

Carthay Circle (FWC) (1,518; 
$1-$1.80 he Yearling” (M-G). 
Opens roadshow engagement Dec. 
25 Last week. “Magnificent Doll” 
(U) tm.o.), faint $3,400 

Chinese (Grauman-WC) (2,048: 
50-$1) ‘Raz Edge” (20th). 
Opens Dec 45 La: week, “Two 
Smart People (M-G) and “Cock- 
eved Miracie” (M-G) (2d wk). Dull 
$6,000. Last week, slow $10,200 

Downtown (WB) (1,800; 50-$1) 
“Never Say Goodbye” (WB) (2d 
wk). Modest $11.00U or near. Last 
week, $15.00 

Dewntown Mu-cie Hall (Blumen- 
feld) (872; 55-$1) ‘Strange Woman” 
(UA). Around $4,000. Last week, 
clesed with $..900 

Egyptian (FWC) (1,538; 50-$1) 


“Love Laughs Hardy” (M-G). Opens 


Dec. 25. Last week, “Secret Heart” 
(M-G) (3d wk-5 Gays). Jown to 
$4.000. Last week, slow $7,800 

El Rey ‘FWC) (861; 50-$1)—"Noc- 
furne” (RKO. Okay $5,000. Last 
week, “Bowery” (2Uth) and “Sun 
Valley Serenade” (20th) (reissues), 


weak $2,500. 

Four Star 
“Margie” (20th) 
Thin $2.500. Last 

Guild (FWC) 
“Temptation” (U)., 
“Show-Ofi” (M-G) and “Shadow of 
Woman” (WB) ‘(2d wk). Off to $3,- 
500. Last week, average $6,500. 

Hawaii (Gé&S-Blumenfeld) (956: 
50-$1)—"Strange Woman” (UA). 
Good $7,000. Last week, “Angel On 
Shoulder” (UA) ‘(4th wk-9 days), 
2.200 on blowofrt. 

Hollywood (WB) (2,756; 50-$1)- 
“Humoresque” (WB). Opens Dec. 
24. Last week, “Never Say Good- 
bye” (WB) (2d wk). Just $7.500. 
Last week, near $12,400. 

Hellywood Music Hall (Blumen- 
feld) (475: 50-85)-—“Strange Woman” 
(UA). Good $6,000. Last week, 
“Angel On Shoulder” (UA) (4th- 
wk-9 days). $2.200. 

Iris (FWC) (828: 50-85)—“Tempta- 
fion’”’ (U). Opens Dec. 25. Last 
week, “Show-Off” (M-G) and “Shad- 
ow of Woman” (WB) (2d wk). 
Only $4,060. Last week. okay $6,500. 

Leew State (Loew-WC) (2,404: 50- 
$1)—‘“Razor’s Edge” (20th). Opens 
Dec. 25. Last week. “Two Smart 
People” (M-G) and “Cockeyed Mir- 
acle” (M-G) (2d wk). Thin $12,000. 
Last week, light $19,800. 

Los Angeles (D'town-WC) (2,097: 
50-$1) — “Love Laughs” (M-G). 
Opens Dec. 25. Last week. “Secret 
Heart” (M-G) (3d wk-9 = days). 
Mild $10,000. Last week, short $15,- 
700. 

Levola (FWC) (1,248: 50-$1)— 
“Razor's Edge” (20th). Opens Dec. 
25. Last week, “Two Smart People” 


(UA-WC) 

(4th 

week, 
(968; 


(900: 50-85) 
wk) (m.o.). 
neat $3,400 

50-$1) 
Last week, 


(M-G) and “Cockeyed Miracle” 
(M-G) (2d wk). Just $3,500. Last 
week. slow $6.500. 

Million Dollar ‘D'town) (2,420: 
55-85)—“Return of Rusty” (Col) 
with circus revue on stage Slow 
$10.000. Last week, “Brute Man” 
(PRC) with Pear! Bailey, others on 
stage, nice $.9.5¢0 

Orpheum (Dtown-WC) (2.210: 
55-$1) — “Nocturne” (RKO) and 
“Sunset Pass” (RKO). Fair $16,000. 
Last week. “Bowery” (20th) ~ and 
“Sun Valley Serenade” (20th) reis- 
sues). faint $19.500 

Pantages (Pan) (2.812: 50-$1) - 
“Wonderful Life’ (RKO). Opens 
Dec. 24. “Jolson Story” (Col) (7th 
wk-6 days). Off to $10,000. Last 
week, nice $13,500 

Paramount (F&M) (3,398: 50-$1) 
—“Blue Skies” (Par). Big $34,000 
Last week. “Two Years. Before 
Mast” (Par) and “Mysterious Mr 
Valentine” (Rep) (4th wk), $12,900. 


Paramount Hollywood (F&M) 
(1,451; 50-$1)—*“Blue Skies” (Par). 
Strong $21,000. Last week, “Mast’ 


(Par) (4th wk). $8,500. 
RKO Hillstreet (RKO) (2.890: 50- 
80)—“Wonderful Life” (RKO). 


Opens Dec. 24. Last week, “Jolson 


2 Spots, ‘Woman 





? 


Broadway Grosses 


Estimated Total Grass 
This Week $689,000 
iRased on 17 theatres) 
Total Gross Same Week 
Last Week $665.000 


Based on 17 theatres) 


H.0.’s Slow Det. Albeit 
‘Cloak’ Fat at $34,000; 
‘Mirror’ 136, 2d, 5 Days 





Detroit, Dec. 23 
B es up fairly v view 
( of holdovers ession 

Best new entry is “Cloak a Da 
ger,” which looks to nice 
total. “Blue Skies” appears top long- 


runner, showing a fine pickup from 
Stanza. 

Estimates for This Week 
(Balaban) (1,740; 70-95) 
‘Notorious Gentleman” (U) 
“Inner Circle” (Rep) (2d wk). 


2Q 
$6.000 in 5 days. Last week, 
$9,000, 


preceding 


Adams ; 
ana 
Mild 
mod- 
eraleé 


Broadway-Capitol (United De- 


troit) (3.309; 70-95) “Kings Row” 
(WB) and “Bill Hickok Rides” 
(WB) (reissues). Fair $12,000. Last 
eek. Lady Luck” (RKO) and 
“Crack-Up” (RKO), only $10,000. 

Downtewn (Balaban) (2,683; 75- 
90) Captain Caution” (SG) and 
“Captain Fury” (SG) (reissues) (2d 
wk Tepid $5,000. Last week, fair 
$7.500. 

Fox (Fox-Michigan) (5,100; 70-95) 


“Dark 
ous Millions” 
$13.000 in 5 
$21.000. 


Mirror” (U) and “Danger- 
(20th) (2d wk). Good 
days. Last week, trim 


(United Detroit) (1,866: 
“Stranger” (RKO) and 
3Jeauty”’ (20th). Usual $2,200 
Last week, “Three Little 
Girls” (20th) and “Boy’s Ranch” 
(M-G). weak $1,900 in 3 days. 
Michigan (United Detroit) (4.039; 
70-95) Cloak and Dagger’ (WB) 


Madison 
50-60) 
Black 
n 3 days. 


and “Genius at Work” (RKO). Loud 
$34.000 Last week, “Two Smart 
People” (M-G) and “Child of Di- 
vorce’” (RKO), nice $18,000. 
Palms-State (United Detroit) (2.,- 
976: 70-95) — “Blue Skies” (Par) 


and “Wife Wanted” (5th wk). Strong 
$18.000. Last week, $15,000. 


United Artists (United Detroit) 


(1.941: 70-95) ;— “Undercurrent” 
(M-G) and “Sunset Pass” (RKO) 
(3d wk). Stout $12,000. Last week, 


big $17,000. 


Sam Siegel Vice 


Newman at Col. 
Los Angeles, Dec. 23. 

Sam Siegel succeeded Mike New- 
man as director of advertising and 
exploitation for Columbia’s western 
district. Newman recently resigned 
to enter the advertising business on 
his own. 

Siegel formerly worked in the 
northwest territory under Newman’s 
supervision, He will make his head- 
quarters in Los Angeles. 


Story” (Col) (7th wk-9 days). Down 
to $10,000. Last week, fine $13.600. 


Bits (FWC) (1,370; 50.31) — 
“Temptation” (U). Opens Dec. 25. 
Last week, “Show-Off” (M-G) and 


“Shadow of Woman” (WB) (2d wk). 
Just $5.000. Last week, nice $9,000. 
Studio City (FWC) (880; 50-$1) — 


“Temptation” (U). Opens Dec. 25. 
La-it week, “Show-Off” (M-G) and 
“Sh: dow of Woman” (WB) (2d 
wk}. Down to $3,500. Last week, 
tair $5,300. 

United Artists (UA-WC) (2.100: 
30-$1 — “Temptation” (U). Opens 
Dec. 25. Last week, “Show-Oft” 
‘(M-G) and “Shadow of Woman” 
(WB) (2d wk). Neat $13.000. Last 
weck, fast $18,400 

Uptown (FWC) (1,719: 50-$1)— 
“Razor's Edge” (20th). Opens Dec. 
ne 


25. Last week, “Two Smart People” 


(M-G) and “Cockeyed Miracle” 
(M-G) (2d wk). Just $5,000. Last 
veek, average $7,200. 

Vegue (FWC) (885: 50-85)—‘“Noc- 
turne” (RKO). Okay $5,000. Last 
week, “Bowery” (20th) and “Sun 
Valley Serenade” (20th) (reissues), 
weak $2,800. 

Wilshire (FWC) (2.296: 50-$1)— 
“Love Laughs” (M-G). Opens Dec. 
25. Last week, “Secret Heart” 


(M-G) (3d wk-9 days). 
Last week, dull $7.600. 
Willern (WB) (2,300: 50-$1)- 
“Humoresque” (WB). -Opens Dec. 
24. Last week. “Never Say Good- 
bye” (WB) (2d wk). Just $6,000. 
| Last week, okay $10,400. 


Slow $4,000. 


PROV. MARKING TIME; 
‘MARGIE’ LUSH 176 


Providence, Dec. 23 
With the last-minute Christmas 
shopping rush in full swing, biz is 
off all around. Most stands planning 


a Christmas day changeover. 
Estimates for This Week 


Albee ‘(RKQO) (2.200; 44-65) 
“Westerner” (reissue) and “Dick 
Tracy vs. Cueball” (RKO). Fai 
$8,000. Last week. “White Tie and 

| Tails” \U) and “Crack-Up” (RKO), 
$9,000 

Carlton (Favy-Loew) (1,400; 44-65) 

“Nobody Lives Forever” (WB) 
and “Secrets Sorority Girl” «PRC) 
(2d run). Switched from Majestic 
Only $4,500 or near Last week, | 
“Darling Clementine’ (20th) and | 

Danverot M ions’ (20th) (2d 
run), good $5,000 

“ay’s (Fay) (1.400; 44-65 “Home 


in Oklahoma” ‘(Rep)’ and vaude on 
stage. Fairly steady at $7,000. Last 
week, “Gilda (Col) and vaude 
okeh $6,800 
Majestic (Fav) (2.200; 44-65) 

“Margie” (20th). Looks stout $17,- 
000 or better. Last week, “Nobody 
Lives Forever’ (WB) and “Secrets 


Sorority Girl” (PRC), $15,000. 
Metropolitan (Snider) (3,100; 65- 
88)—"‘Mvysterious Mr. Valentine” 
(Rep) and Earl Carroll Vanities on 
ge for three-day weekend run 
Very 000. Last week, “Spook 
Buste1 (Mono) plus Andrews Sis- 
ters. Tony Pastor orch on 
great $14,000 in three-day weekend 
stand 
State 
“Show -Off” 


£000 di 


(Loew) (3,200: 
(M-G) and 


44-65) — 
“Devil's 


Playground” (M-G). Opens Dec. 24. 
Last week, “Gallant Journey” (M- 
G) and “Betty Co-Ed” (Col), snappy 
$17,000. 

Strand (Silverman) (2,200; 44-65) 


—Blue Skies” (Par). Opens Dec. 25. 
Last week, “Thousand One Nights” 
(Col) and “She Wouldn’t Sav Yes” 
(Col) treissue). Slow $10,000 or 
thereabouts. “Personality Kid” 
(Col) and “So Dark Night” (Col), 
swell $12,000. 


K.C. Thin: ‘Cristo 
106, ‘Journey’ 116 


Kansas City. Dec. 23. 
Pre-Christmas week is living up to 
past years in every sense. Biz is 
light in every spot and product also 
is light weight in most houses. “Gal- 
lant Journey” at the Midland prob- 


ably is the best of the week’s lineup. | 


Estimates for This Week 


Esquire - Uptown - Fairway (Fox 
Midwest) (820, 2.043, 700; 45-65)— 
“Wife of Monte Cristo” (PRC). 
Moderate $10,0L0 Last week, “Al- 


ways Loved You” (Rep), $11,000. 

Midland (Loew's) (3,500; 45-65)— 
“Gallant Journey” (Col) and “Crime 
Doctor’s Manhunt” (Col). So-so $11,- 
000. Last week. “Strange Woman” 
{(UA) and “Blondie Knows Best” 
(Col), trim $16,000. 

Newman (Paramount) (1,900; 45- 
65)—*‘Human Bondage” (WB). Slow 
$10,000. Last week, “Two Years Be- 
| fore Mast” (Par) (3d wk), nice $8,- 
000. 

Orpheum (RKO) 
“Kings Row” (WB) and “Wild Bill 
Hickok Rides” (WB) (reissues). 
Lightweight $8,500. Last week, “Noc- 


turne’ (RKO) and “High School 
Hero” (Mono), fair $10,000. 


Tower ‘(Fox Joffee) (2,100: 45-65) 

“Home in Oklahoma” (Rep) 
“Decoy” (Mono) with vaude. 
light at $8.500. Last week. 
elor’s Daughter” (UA) and 
Wanted” (Mono) with stage 
same. 


Buff. Drags; ‘Verdict’ 
126, ‘Dark Night’ 56 


Buffalo, Dec. 23. 

Biz is slow this session, many new 

pix reaching for year’s worst levels. 
Estimates for This Week 

Buffalo (Shea) (3.500: 40-70)— 
“The Verdict” (WB) and “Danger- 
ous Millions” (Mono). 
$12,000. Last week, “Strange Wom- 
an” (UA) and “Dangerous Busi- 
ness’ (Col), stout $17,500. 

Great Lakes (Shea) (3,000: 40-70) 

“No Leave” (M-G) (2d wk). Down 
to $10,000. Last. nice $15,000. 

Hipp (Shea) (2,100; 40-70)— 
“Strange Woman” (UA) and “Dan- 
gerous Business’ (Par) (m.o.). Only 


“Wife 
show, 





$8.500. Last week. “Blue Skies” | 
(Par) (m.o.), okay $10,000. 
Teck (Shea) (1.400; 40-70)—“Are 


These 
“Where 


Our Children” 
Are Children” 
issues) Thin 3.500. 
“Margie” (20th) (m.o.). $4.000. 
Lafayette (Basil) (3,300: 40-70)- 
“So Dark Night” (Col) and “Blondie 
Knows Best” (Col). Sad $5,000. 
Last week, “Dark Mirror” (U) (2d 
wk) and “Personality Kid” (Col), 
not bad for holdover at $8,500. 
20th Century (20th Cent) (3.000: 
40-70) — “Housekeeper’s Daughter” 
(UA) and “One Million B.C.” (UA) 


(Mono) 
(Mono) 
Last week, 


and 


(reissues) Trifling $8,000. Last 
wet k, “Nocturne” (RKO) and 
“Child of Divorce’ (RKO), trim | 


i $14,000, 


stage, | 


(1,900: 45-65)— | 


and | 
Still | 
“Bach- | 


Moderate | 


(re- | 


Hub Still in Doldrums But ‘South’ 





$24,000; ‘Westerner’-Davis Thin 226 





Key City Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross 
This Week .. 


(Based 18 cities, 


$2,139,000 


on 162 thea- 


tres, chiefly first runs, including 
mm. i. 
| Yetal Gross Same Week 
Re WO paid awesss $2,442,000 


(Based on 20 cities, 174 theatres) 





Pitt Still in Dumps 
Via Pre-Xmas; ‘People’ 


$7,000, ‘Luck’ Fair 126 


Pittsburgh, Dec. 23 
It's the week before Xmas and all 


through the town, things are awful. 


New pix are all taking it on the 
chin and only sunny note is biz of 
“Margie” on moveover to Senator 
Estimates for This Week 

Fulton (Shea) (1,700; 40-70) - 
“Brennan Girl” (Rep). Sinking to 
near low for year. Will be lucky 
to go over $4,000 mark. Last week. 
“Dark Mirror” (U) (3d wk), excel- 
lent $6,000 in 5 days. 

Harris (Harris) (2,200; 40-70) 
“Bachelor's Daughters (UA). Do- 
ing sadly and house is yanking it 


7 


Boston, Dee. 23 
The Hub is still off the beam with 
nothing much expected until 
the holidays. “Song of South” 
fairly good at Memorial. “Blue 
Skies,” subsequent run at Par-Fen 
shapes up well. “Best Years of Our 
Lives” opens at the Esquire on Dec, 
| 25 on a read show basis 
Estimates for This Week 
Boston (RKO) (3,200: 50-$1.10) 
|“Westerner” (UA) (reissue) 
| Seat Davis orch, Peggy Mann. Steve 
Evans, others, on stage. Thin $22.0( 0, 


after 
looks 


with 


lowest take in months. Li eek 
Gent eCmMan Palooka (Mono) l it 
Bobby Sherwood orc} othe on 
| stage, $25,000 
Fenway (‘(M-P) = (1,373 40-80 )— 
‘Blue’ Skies’ (Par ). Vovec here 
after three at Met Okay $11.000. 
Last week, “Plainsman (Par nd 
“Jungle Princess’ (Par) (reiss ICS ), 
$8.000 
Majestic (Indie) (1,500; 40-8 - 
‘Story of Pope” (Indie). Mav vet 
$6,000 or near. Last week, “Now To- 
morrow” (Par) and “Rainkow 
Island (Par) (rei es) (2 k) 
$4,000 
Memorial (RKO) (2,900: 40-8 
‘Song of South” (RKO) and “Dark 
Horse” (U). Making a bid for good 
$24,000 Last week. “Lady Luck” 
(RKO) and “Tracy Cueball” (RKO), 


after 4 days, putting Xmas picture, | 


“Return of Monte Cristo” (Col) in 
| 3 days ahead of sked. “Bachelor” 
| won't do over $3,000. Last week, 


| third of 
| terrific. 
Penn (Loew’s-UA) (3,300: 40-70) 
“2 Smart People” (M-G). Booked in 
for only 5 days in order to get “Rage 
In Heaven” (M-G) (reissue) going 
Dec. 24. Started off well but will 
not do much over $7,000. Last week, 
second of “Undercurrent” (M-G), 
around $15,000. 
Ritz (WB) ‘800; 
current” (M-G) 


“Margie” (20th), $11,000, 


40-70) 
(m.o.). Fairly good 


22.000 


Metropolitan (M-P) (4.367; 40-80) 
—“Verdict” (WB) and “Plainsman 
Lady” (Rep) Mild $22.000 Last 
week, “Blue Skies” (Par), nice $25,- 
000 third week, 

Orpheum (Loew) (2,900; 40-80)— 
“Show-Off” (M-G). Opens Dec. 24. 
Last week, “Strange Woman” (UA) 
and “Secret Whistler” (Col). Five 


days of second week hit $15,000. First 
was nice $25,000. 


Paramount (M-P) (1.700; 40-80)— 
“Blue Skies” (Par) (m.o.) Nice 
$15,000 Last week *“Plainsman” 
(Par) and “Jungle Princess (Par) 
(reissues), $14,000 

State (Loew ) (3,200; 40-80)— 
“Show-Off” (M-G). Opens Dec. 24 

|Last week, “Strange Woman” (UA) 
and “Secret Whistler” (Col), five 


“Under- | 


- | “Murder 


days of second week hit $10,000. First 
week hit okay $15.000 

Translux (Translux) (900: 40-74) 
My Sweet” (Indie) and 
“Let's Get Tough” (Mono) treissues) 
Usual $4,500. Last week, “Allegheny 
Uprising” (RKO) “Sea Devil” 
(RKO) (reissues) 


ana 


$7,000 


‘Wake Up’ Lively 146, 


$3,500. Last week, “Deception” 
(WB) (m.o.), $2,000. 

Senater (Harris) (1,750; 40-70)— | 
“Margie” (20th) (m.o.). Fourth | 
veek downtown. Stout $4,500, and 
big for before Xmas Last week, 
“Westerner” (SG) (reissue) and 
“North of Border” (SG), socko 
$5,500. 

Stanley (WB) (3,800; 40-70) — 
“Lady Luck” (RKO). Got good 
notices but biz isn’t there. Doesn't 


shape up to set over a minor $12,- 


000. Last week, “Nocturne” (RKO), 
$14,000. 

Warmer (WB) (2,000; 40-70)- 
“Nocturne” (RKO) (m.o.). Just 
filling in time here. maybe $5,500. 
Last week, “Cockeved Miracle” (M- 
G) and “Child of Divorce” (RKO), 
$4,000 in 5-day run. 


Frisco Way Off Albeit 
‘Und ” $24,500 
ndercurrent’ $24, 
San Francisco, Dec. 23. 
All biz here in usual pre- 
Christmas slump. 
films are set to open Christmas Day 
and Xmas eve. “Undercurrent” 
looks ace newcomer. 
Estimates for This Week 
Golden Gate (RKO) (2,844: 60- 
95)—"Lady Luck (RKO) plus vaude 
headed by Mills Bros. (2d wk). Nice 


is 


$20,000. Last week, husky $32,500. 
Fox (FWC) (4.651; 55-95)—‘“Un- 
| dercurrent” (M-G). Modest $24,500. 
| Last week, “Verdiet” (WB) and 
| “Wanted For Murder” (U), $23,000. 
| Warfield (FWC) (2,656: 55-85) — 
“Brennan Girl” (Rep) and “Plains- | 
men And Lady” (rep) (2d wk). 
Down to $12,500 in 5 days. Last 


week, good $21,500. 


Paramount (FWC) (2,646: 55-85) 
—‘Rage In Heaven” (M-G) (reis- 
sue.) Sad $17,500. Last week, 
“Wake Up, Dream” (20th) and 
“Dangerous Millions” (20th), $14,- 
500. 

State (FWC) (2,133: 55-85 )-—“Ver- 

| dict” (WB) ‘m.o). Just $7,000. Last 


week, “Blue Skies’ (Par) 
(m.o.), held to nice $14,500. 
Orpheum (Blumenfeld) (2.448: 55- 
85 )—‘‘ Notorious Gentleman” (U). 
Thin $12,000. Last week. “Bachelor's 


(3rd wk) 


é ° ? 26 
- 
L’ ville; ‘Cristo’ 1 
Louisville, Dec. 23. 

Exhibitors on main stem are tak- 
ing it easy tnis week. 
of so-so fare. and in 
category. “Wake and 
at the Rialto, pace- 


Product con- 
biz is 
Up 


is the 


sists 
like 
Dream,” 


| maker. 


But plenty of top | 


| Clementine” 


Estimates for This Week 

Brown (4th Ave.-Loew’'s) (1.000; 
40-60)—"‘Darling Clementine” (20th) 
(m.o.). Oke $4,000. Last week. “Mar- 
gie’ (20th) (3d downtown wk, $4,- 
500. 

Kentucky (Switow) (1.200; 30-40) 
—Roll On, Texas Moon” (Rep) and 
“Spanish Main * (RKO). Fairish $3.- 
200. Last week, “Holiday in Mexico” 
{M-G) and “Shouldn't Happen to 
Dog” (20th), $3,300. 

Mary Anderson (Peop'e’s) (1,100; 
40-60) Kings Row” (WB) (reis- 
sue). Mildish $6,500. Last week. “De- 
ception” (WB) (2d wk). okay $6,000. 

National (Standard) (3,400; 40-60) 
—"“Searching Wind” (Par) (2d wk). 
Mild $5,000. Last week, lively $9,000. 

Rialté (Fourth Avenue) (3,400; 40- 
60) — “Wake Up, Dream” (20th). 
Healthy $14,000. Last week, “Darling 
(20th) fancy $18,000 


State (Loew's) (3,300: 40-60) — 
“Return Monte Cristo” (Col) and 
“Blackie and Law” (Col). Mild 
$12,000. Last week, “Wicked Lady” 
(U) and “Blondie Knows Best” 
(Col), fine $16,000. 

Strand (Fourth Avenue) (1.400; 


40-60) — “Bowery” (20th) and “Sun 
Valley Serenade” (20th) (reissues). 
Moderate $5,000. Last week, “Plains- 
man” (Par) and “Jungle Princess” 


| (Par) (2d wk) (reissues), $5,500. 


| Daughter's ‘UA) and “Mysterious ! 
, Intruder” (U), $11,200. | 
United Artists (Blumenfeld) 

1 (1.207; 55-85) ‘Strange Woman” 
(UA). Okay $15,000 in 4 days. Last 
week, “Angel On Shoulder” (CUA) 
(4th wk), $7.000. 


Stagedoor ‘Ackerman) (200: $1.80 


to $2.40)—“Henry V” (UA) (13th 
wk). Capacity $7,500. Last week, 
ditto, 


0’SHEA’S ‘RENDEZVOUS’ 
Hollywood, Dec. 23. 

Jack Bernard’ signed Michael 
O'Shea for the star spot in his forth- 
coming indie production, ‘‘Rendez- 
vous 30.000.” 

Currently O'Shea is working for 
; Bernard in “Violence.” 


Sid Alexander Joining 
Brisacher-Van N. Agency 


Sid Alexander, who resigned two 
wecks ago eastern director of 
publicity and advertising for David 
;}O. Selznick’s Vanguard Films, has 
been named director of the film 
division of Brisacher, Van Norden & 
Staff, New York and Coast ad 
agency. Alexander will also fune- 
| tion as senior account exec for the 
agency. He was formerly ad man- 
ager of Columbia Pictures and vp 
of the Weiss & Geller and H. M 
Kiesewetter agencies. 

Paul MaeceNamara, Selznick pub- 
ad chief, who was due in New York 
from the Coast last week to choose 
Alexander's successor, has 
; poned the trip east until after Jan. 1. 


as 


post- 
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Pre-Xmas Murders Chi But ‘Years’ 


Wow 396; Song’ 


Chicago, Dec. 23. 
Current loop biz is a slight case of 
murder, with all houses in long tail- 
gpins prior to holiday. Only ex- 
ception is terrific opening stanza for 
“Rest Years of Lives” at Woods, 
which has been doing holdout biz 
since opening Dec. 18. May hit smash 

$39,000, really great for this house. 
Two other new entries will fail to 
as good opening week. ’Ori- 


make : 
ental’s “Earl Carroll Sketchbook, 
teamed with Raymond Scott band 


and Dorothy Donegan on stage, looks 
slow $32,000. “Song of the South,” at 
Palace, figures to bring about $20,000. 
Longruns are suffering most in cur- 


rent dip. 
Estimates for This Week 
(B&K) (1,200; 95)—“‘Big 
sine WB) (10th wk). Down to 
$7,000. Last week, mild $9,000. 

Chicago (B&K) (3,900; 65-95 )— 
“Cockeyed Miracle” (M-G) plus Cab 
Calloway orch on stage (2d wk). 
Fair $35,000 or near. Last week, good 
$53,000. ie 

Civic (Wildberg) (900; $1.10-$2 20) 
—“Henry V” (UA) (20th wk). Small 
$5,000 or over. Last wéek, $6,500. 

Garrick (B&K) (900; 65-95 )— 
“Darling Clementine” (20th) (9th 
wk). Thin $7,000. Last week, $9,000. 

Grand (RKO) (1,500; 65-95)- 
“Nocturne” (RKO) (4th wk). Doing 
fairly good + pean $17,000. Last 

reek, nice $19,000. 

2 y a Parse (Essaness) (3,400; 65-95 )— 
‘farl Carroll Sketchbook” (Rep) 
with Raymond Scott orch and Doro- 
thy Donegan heading stage 

Only fair at $32,000. Last 

“Margie” (20th) and “Star 
Garter” revue on stage (3d 
$35,000. ; 

Palace (RKO) (2,500; 65-95)— 
“Song of South” (RKO). Just _aver- 
age at $20,000. Last week, “Notori- 
ous Gentleman” (U) and “White Tie 
and Tails” (U), slow $18,000. 

Roosevelt (B&K) (1,500; 65-95 )— 
“Gallant Journey” (Col) (2d_ wk). 
Mild $15,000. Last week, slightly 
better at $21,000. 

State-Lake (B&K) (2,700; 65-95 )— 
“Deception” (WB) (7th wk). Start- 
ing to wear out on long run. modest 
$12,000. Last week, only $13,500. 

United Artists (B&K) (1,700; 65-95) 
(M-G) (2d 


and 
wk), 


—"‘Three Wise Fools” 


wk). Slid to $15,000. Last week, fair | 


$18,000. 

Woods (Essaness) (1,200; 95-$1.20- 
$1.40)—“Best Years of Lives” (RKO). 
Most of biz seems to be here cur- 
rently, smash $39,000. Last week. 
“Dark Mirror” (U) (8th wk), thin 
$6,000 in four days. 


Show-Off Lusty 
$16,000 in Cincy 


Cincinnati, Dec. 23. 
_Loudest jingle in this muted ses- 
Sion is being made by “Show-Off,” 
which is fairly solid at the Albee. 
Other new bills, “Wake Up and 


Dream” and “Temptation” are mod- 
erate. 


Estimates for This Week 

‘ Albee (RKO) (3,100; 55-70) — 
Show-Off” (M-G). Lusty $16,000. 
Last week, “Strange Woman” (UA), 
big $18,000. House resumes stage 
shows, Dec. 26. 
R Capitol (RKO) (2,000; 55-70) 
Strange Woman” (UA) (m.o.). All 
right $6,000. Last week, “Undercur- 
rent” (M-G) (3d wk), $5,000. 
rand (RKO) (1,430; 55-70) — 
Wake Up, Dream” (20th). Pleasing 
$9,000. Last week, “Thrill of Brazil” 
(Col), fairish $6,500, 
wnheith’s (UP) (1,542; 55-70) — 
Temptation” (U). Favorable $8,000. 

st week, “Notorious Gentleman” 
(U), $7,000 in 9 days. 
m Lyric (RKO) (1,400; 55-70) — 
Bowery” (20th) and “Sun Valley 
Serenade” (20th) (reissues). Duil 
$3,500. Last week, “God's Country” 
ps ctl and “Northwest Trail” (SG), 


r2 — (RKO) (2,600; 55-70) — 

Sterner” (FC) (reissue). Okay 
$13,508 Last w “Chase”. ) 
pee. $12.000° week, “Chase 
i Shubert (RKO) (2,100: 55-70) — 
Chase” (UA) (m.o.). Sad $3,000. 
ast week, “Jolson Story” (Col), 


finale of six-week downtown run, 
Sweet $4,200. 








° > 6Bts? e 
Fontaine’s ‘Pit’ Pitch 
Hollywood, Dec. 23. 
one Fontaine and 20th-Fox are 
a a one-picture deal to star in 
hae cane Ea” based on a book 
Pen i trials of a femme inmate 
Sane asylum. 
Robert Bassler will 
Anatole Litvak will direct, from a 


Screenplay by Mi “g ‘ 
Frank lll Millen Brand and 


produce and 


show. | 
week, 


(UA), | 


206; Fools’ 15 6, 2d 


2 
bd 





Grosses Are Net 

Film gross estimates, as re- 
ported herewith from the vari- 
ous key cities, are not, i.e. with- 
out the 20% tax. Distributors 
share on net take, when playing 
percentage, hence the estimated 
figures are net income. 

The  parenthetic admission 
prices, however, as indicated. in- 
clude the U.S. amusement*tax. 


Bdge’ Smash $21,000, 
St. Loo; ‘Journey’ 96, 
‘Brennan’ Fine 1836 


St. Louis, Dec. 23. 
“Razor's Edge,” running solo at the 
Missouri, is the sharpest draw in an 
otherwise drab setting here that finds 
biz still below average. “That Bren- 














nan Girl” is the runner-up at ihe 
| Fox. 

Estimates for This Week 

| Loew’s (Loew) (3,172; 50-75)— 


“Gallant Journey” (Col) and “Boston 
Blackie and Law” (Col). Fair $9,000. 
Last week, “Strange Woman” (UA) 


and “Crime Doctor's Hunt” (Col). 
Great $22,000. 

Orpheum (F&M) (2,000; 50-75)— 
“Strange Woman” (UA) and “Doc- 


tor’s Hunt” (Col) (m.o.). Oke $5,500. 
Last week, “Undercurrent” (M-G) 
(m.o.), same. 

Ambassador (F&M) (3,000; 50-75) 
|—‘Blue Skies” (Par) (4th wk). Neat 
$8.000 after fine $10,500 for third ses- 
sion. 

Fox (F&M) (5,000; 50-75)—“Bren- 
nan Girl” (Rep) and “Sketch Book” 
(Rep). Fine $18,500. Last week, “Al- 
leghany Uprising” (RKO) and “Sea 
Devil” (RKO) (reissues), ditto. 

Missouri (F&M) (3,500; 50-75)— 
“Razor's Edge” (20th). Sock $21,000. 
Last week, “Darling Clementine” 
(20th) and “Phantom Thief” (Col) 
(2d wk), $8,000. 

St. Louis (F&M) (4,000; 50-60)— 
“Two Years Before Mast” (Par) (2d 
run). Good $6,500. Last week, “Cloak 
and Dagger” (WB) and “Walls Come 
Tumbling Down” (Col) (3d wk), $4,- 
500. 


Mpls. on Skids ‘Brazil’ 
Only $4,000; ‘Dream’ 56 


Minneapolis, Dec. 23. 

Unwilling to waste new fare on 
the traditionally worst week of the 
season, loop houses are holding back 
on new films or retaining even mild 
grossers for an additional six days. 
There'll be an array of openings 
Wednesday, instead of the usual 
Thursday and Friday. “Wake Up and 
Dream” is best of new entries. 

Estimates for This Week 

Aster (Par) (900; 30-44)—‘Terror 
Trail” (Col) and “Little Miss Big” 
(U). Mild $1,000 in 4 days. Last 
week, “Blondie Knows Best” (Col) 
and “Brute Man” (PRC) split with 
“Secrets Sorority Girl” (PRC) and 
“Don Ricardo Returns” (PRC), all 
dual first-runs, $1,700 in 8 days. 

Century (Par) (1,600; 50-70)— 
“Wake Up, Dream” (20th). Crix no 
like and public indifferent. Good 
$5,000 or near. Last week, “Bache- 
lor’s Daughters” (UA) (2d wk), $3,- 
500 in 6 days, making around $10,500 
for fortnight. 

Gopher (Par) (1,000; 44)—‘“Pal 
Trigger” (Rep). Good enough $2,500. 
Last week, “Bamboo Blonde” (RKO), 
$2,700. 

Lyric (Par) (1,100; 50-70)—‘Two 
Years Before Mast” (Par) (4th wk). 
Winding up record-breaking run at 
/ mild $4,000 for 6 days. Last week, 
| fine $5,000. Got terrific $47,000 for 

loop run, including $27,000 record- 
| first Radio City week. 

| Orpheum (RKO) (2,800; 50-70)— 
“Westerner” (FC) (reissue). Very 
big $12,000. 


ror’ (U) (2d wk), okay $6,000 in 6 
| days after corking $15,000 initial ses- 
sion, 

Radio City (Par) (4,000; 50-70)— 
“No Leave” (M-G) (2d wk). Under 
circumstances $8,000 in 6 days seems 
healthy after sock $15,000 first week. 
| RKO-Pan (RKO) (1,600; 

“Thrill of Brazil” (Col. Thin $4,000 
| looms. Last week, “Allegheny Upris- 
| ing” (RKO) and “Sea Devils” 

(reissues), good $7,000. 











State (Par) (2,300; 50-70)— “The 
Chase” (UA) (2d wk). Didn't click 
first week, but held over to save 


| product. Oke $6,000 after mild $9,000 
first stanza. 

| Uptown (Par) (2,300; 
“Sister Kenny” (RKO). First nabe 
'showing. Light $2,500. Last week. 
|“Deception” (WB), $3,500. 





Last week, “Dark Mir- | 


50-70 )— | 


(RKO) | 


50-70 )— | 


| 


| 


| World (Par-Steffes) (350: 50-99)- 
“Young in Heart” (UA) (reissue). | 
Thin $1,500. Last week, “Margie” 

| (20th) 

i days. 


‘FOREVER’ THIN 136 _ 
IN 3 DENVER SPOTS 


Denver, Dec. 23. 
Pre-Xmas lull is hurting biz at all 
spots this week. Top coin will likely 
go to “Nobody Lives Forever” but it 
will be a slim total for three houses. 
Estimates for This Week 
Aladdin (Fox) (1,400; 35-74)— 
“Always Loved You” (Rep) and “My 
Dog Shep” (SG), after week at Den- 


ver, Esquire, Webber. Poor $3,000. 
Last week, “Never Say Goodbye” 
(WB) and “French Key” (Rep) 


(m.o.), good $5,000. 

Denham (Cockrill) (1,750; 35-70)— 
“Two Years Before Mast” (Par) (4th 
wk). Thin $7,000 in 5 days. Last 
week, fair $10,000. 

Denver (Fox) (2,525; 35-74)—“No- 
body Lives Forever” (WB) and 
“Wife Wanted” (Mono). 
with Esquire, Webber. 
$9,000. 
You” 
(SG), 
$16,000. 

Esquire (Fox) (742; 35-74)—‘No- 
body Lives Forever” (WB) and 
“Wife Wanted” (Mono), 
ver, Webber. Tepid $2,000. Last 
week, “Always Loved You” (Rep) 
and “My Dog Shep” (SG), fine $5,000. 

Orpheum (RKO) (2,600; 35-74)— 
“Boy’s Ranch” (M-G) and “Two 
Smart People” (M-G). Sad $8,000. 
Last week, “No Leave” (M-G) and 
“Child of Divorce” (RKO) (2d wk), 
fair $10,000, 

Paramount (Fox) (2,200; 35-74)— 
“Wake Up, Dream” (20th) and 
“Wanted for Murder” (20th). Thin 
$6,000. - Last week, “Wedding Night” 
(FC) and “Come and Get It” (FC), 
fine $10,000. 

Rialto (Fox) (878: 35-74)—‘‘Never 
Say Goodbye” (WB) and “French 
Key” (Rep), after week at Denver, 
Esquire, Webber. N.s.g. $3,000. Last 
week, “Dark Mirror” (U) and “Mys- 


Lukewarm 


(Rep) 
also 


and “My Dog Shep” 
Esquire, Webber, good 


terious Mr. Valentine” (Rep) 
(m.o.), good $4,500. 

Webber (Fox) (750: 35-74)—‘“No- 
body Lives Forever” (WB) and 


“Wife Wanted” (Mono) also Denver, 
Esquire. Low $2,000. Last week, 
“Always Loved You” (Rep) and “My 
Dog Shep” (SG), fair $3,000, 


Indpls. Slow; ‘People’ 
Mildish 96, ‘Verdict’ 86 


Indianapolis, Dec. 23. 
Film biz is in the dumps here this 
stanza, due to usual pre-Christmas 
slump made worse by winter’s first 
offering of ice and slush. “Two 
Smart People,” 
at an extremely modest figure. 
Estimates for This Week 
Cirele (Katz-Dolle) 
—‘Crack-Up” (RKO) and “Ren- 
dezvous With An " (cp). ‘amin 
$6,000 in 6 days. L:si week, “If i’m 
Lucky” (20th) and “Wanted For 
Murder” (20th), $9,500. 
Indiana (Katz-Dolle) (3,300; 40-60) 


—Verdict” (WB) and “Earl Carroll 
Sketcnboo!” icv), Lazy $8,000. 





|Last week, ‘Martha Ivers” (Par), 


$10,000. 

Keith’s (Indie) (1,300; 40-60)—“If 
I Had My Way” (U) and “Shadow of 
a Doubt” (U) (reissues). Tepid $5,- 
000. Last week, “Notorious Gentle- 
men” (U), $6,006. . 

Loew’s (Loew's) 


“Two Smart People’ (M-G) and 
“Cockeyed Miracle” (M-G). Mild 
$9,000. Last wee's. “Strance Weren” 


(UA) and “Blondie Knows Best” 
(Col), oke $14.000. 

Lyric (Katz-Dolle) (1,600; 40-60)— 
“Martha Ivers” (Par) (m.o.). Thin 
$4,000. Last wee’. “C'onk and Dag- 
ger” (WB) (m.o.), $5,500. 


‘End of Time’ Okay 19G, 
Best Bet in Wash. 


Washington, Dec. 23. 
Pre-Christmas slump continued 
here, although the takes were a 
little better ‘.an had been expected. 
“Till the End of Time” was doing 
nicely under the circumstances as 

was the reissue of “Westerner.” 

Estimates for This Week 

Capitol (Loew) (3,434; 44-80) — 
“Home Sweet Homicide” (20th) with 
vaude. Poor $16,000. Last week, “The 


Chase” (UA) and vaude, below aver- 
age $21,000. 





Columbia (Loew) (1,263; 44-70) — | 


“Gallant Bess’. (M-G) (2d run). 
Weak $5,090. Last week, “Undercur- 
rent” (M-G) (m.o.), $6,500. 

Earle (WB) (2,154; 44-85)—‘“End 
of Time” (RKO). Comfortable $19,- 
000. Last week, “Nocturne” (RKO), 
only $13,009. 

Keith’s (RKO) (1,838: 44-80) — 
“Westerner” (FC) (reissue). Big 
$16,000, and biggest pre-Xmas week 
in several years. Last week, “Notori- 
ous” (RKO), nice $12,000 for 4th 
week. 

Little (Miller) (285; $1.20-$2.40)— 
“Henry V” (UA) (7th wk). Fell off 
to $6,000 from $6,500 top done last 
week and previous sessions. 


Metropolitan (WB) (1,513; 44-70) 
—“‘Wild Bill Hickok Rides” (WB) 
(reissue). Modest $6,000. Last week, 
“Never Say Goodbye” (WB) (2d 
run), $5,500. 

Palace (Loew) (2.370: 44-70) — 


“Strange Woman" (UA) (2d wk). 


(6th wk), okay $1,800 in 6, Mild $12,000 after good $25,000 last 
i week. 


day-date | 


Last week, “Always Loved | 


also Den- |} 


at Loew’s, is leader | 


(2,800; 40-60) | 


(2,450; 40-80)— 


Christmas, Broadway firstruns cur- 
rently are mainly coasting. It’s only 
where the week’s carries 
over past Christmas day (Wed.) that 
prospects are bright. 





business 


up to what might have been ex- 
pected in a normal session. Standout 


is the new Paramount combo of | 


| “Cross My Heart,” with Andrews 
| Sisters, Tony Pastor band and others 
| on stage. Looks to do big $80,000 in 
| first seven days, ending Dec. 24. 

| “It’s a Wonderful Life,” at the 
Globe appears headed for a strong 
$45,000 or better for first week end- 


Five new pictures teed off during | 
the past week but none is measuring | show headed by Rosario & Antonio 


N. Y. Vamps Till Xmas But ‘Heart 
Pius Andrews Sis Lofty $80,000; 
‘Life’ Zestful 456, ‘Lady’ Hot 626 


While all signs point to a terrific ; tential take. In ahead, “Falcon’s Ad- 
holiday upbeat with the arrival of | venture (RKO), $6,500. 


| Rivoli (UA-Par) (2,092; 60-$1.25)— 
“Darling Clementine” (20th) (4th 
wk). Third week ended last Monday 
| (23) night slid off to $19,000 or less; 
second was $28,000. “California” 
(Par) due to open here soon. 

Roxy (20th) (5,886; 90-$1.50)— 
“Razor’s Edge” (20th) and stage- 





| (6th wk). Fifth session, ending 
| Tuesday (24) night, looks nice $85,- 
000; fourth was $105,000. 

| State (Loew’s) (3,450; 43-$1.10)— 
| “Two Years Before Mast” (Par) (2d 
|run) with Joey Adams, Mark Plant, 
| Tony Cazoneri, Pat Rooney, Victoria 
| Schools heading vaude. Looks to hit 
|strong $32,000. Last week, “No 
| Leave” (M-G) (2d run) plus vaude 


; : sOUMT; |headed by Freddie Bartholomew, 
ing next Friday (27). Wicked | : . we 
| Lady,” at Winter Garden, also looks ty ge & Naldi, Ruth Terry, 
| sock with a possible $62,000 in sight. pint —" 
“Abie’s Irish Rose,” another new | .<Strand (WB) (2,756; 75-$1.50)— 


entry, shapes as nice $15,000 at the 
Gotham. Fifth newcomer is “Over- 
landers,” which likely will reach 
stout $8,000 or a bit over. Picture is 
strong enough to have done better 
but film’s length is holding down 
turnover. 

Easily the biggest grosser is the 
Music Hall with its Christmas page- 
ant on the stage and “Till Clouds 
Roll By.” Hall is heading for great 
$153,000, which betters the first and 
second week’s business. “Clouds” 
and the Xmas show has been doing 
the real trade of the street all 
| through the pre-Christmas lull. 

Batch of new, strong attractions 
open Christmas day, and on Dec. 26. 
“Secret Heart,” with Tommy Dorsey 
band on stage, starts at the Capitol, 
Wednesday (25). “Humoresque”’ 
opens the same day at the Holly- 
wood. “Temptation” tees off Dec. 24 
at the Criterion. “Time, Place and 
Girl,” with Vaughn Monroe band, 
starts at the Strand Dec. 26. “Beast 
With Five Fi:-gers” opens Christ- 
| mas day (25) at the Victoria. : 
| Nearly all houses will open their 
| dobrs early each morning, starting 
Xmas day, and run extra shows to 
handle the holiday crowds. Both the 
Music Hall and Roxy have an- 
nounced they will open at 7:30 a.m. 
daily after Dec. 25, with much 
earlier than usual openings for 
| Christmas day. 

Estimates for This Week 
Astor (City Inv.) (1,300; 70-$2.40) 
| —“Best Years of Lives” (RKO) (5th 
| wk). Christmas week business ex- 
| pected to help this to fancy $45,000, 
| while last week was $47,000. Con- 
| tinues on. 

Capitol (Loew's) (4,820; 70-$1.50) 
—‘Secret Heart” (M-G) with stage- 


| 








show headed by Tommy Dorsey 
|orch. Opens Christmas day (25). 
'Last week, “Undercurrent” (M-G) 


| with Frankie Carle orch, Slate Bros. 
‘heading stage (4th wk-6 days), down 
| to $40,000 after $53,000 for third. 

| Criterion (Loew's) (1,700; 60-$1.25) 
---“Temptation” (U). Teed off here 
| Tuesday (24). In ahead, “Magnificent 
Doll” (U) (2d wk-10 days), modest 
| $23,000; first was $25,000. 

| Globe (Brandt) (1,500; 70-$1.20)— 
| “Wonderful Life’ (RKO). On first 
week ending next Friday (27) looks 
like sock $45,000 or better. Last 
week, “The Chase” (UA) (5th wk-6 
days), only $8,000. 

Gotham (Brandt) (900; 70-$1.40)— 
“Abie’s Irish Rose’ (UA). Doing 
| nicely at $15,000 or near. Last week, 
'“Brennan Girl” (Rep) (2nd wk), 
$5,500. 

Golden (767; $1.20-$2.40)—“Henry 
'v” (UA) (7th wk). Off from orig- 
inal pace in recent weeks, with $8,- 
000 for 16th stanza ended last Satur- 
‘day (21) night; previous week was 
$8,200. 
| Hollywood (WB) (1,499; 70-$1.10) 
|—“Humoresque” (WB). Starts 
Christmas Day (25). In ahead, “De- 
ception” (WB) (10th wk-5 days), 
fell to thin $8,000 after $12,000 for 
ninth round of a highly successful 


run. 

Palace (RKO) (1,700; 60-$1.20)— 
“Song of South” (RKO-Disney) (5th 
wk). Fourth week concluded Tues- 
| day (24) was off at $21,000 after neat 
| $31,000 for third. Stays through hol- 

idays with no new film set. 

Paramount (Par) (3,664; 70-$1.50) 

—‘Cross My Heart” (Par) with An- 
drews Sisters, Tony Pastor orch, Les 
Paul Trio, Mack & Desmond, Martin 
Bros. (2d wk). First holdover ses- 
sion starts Wednesday (25). This 
strong combo went to big $80,000 in 
first week. Previous stanza was 
ninth for “Blue Skies” (Par) plus 
Stan Kenton orch, King Cole 3 head- 
ing stagebilL and okay $68,000. 

Radio City Music Hall ( Rockefel- 

lers) (5.945: 70-$2.40)—‘Till Clouds 
Roll By” (M-G) and Christmas page- 
ant on stage (3d wk). Really rolling 
with end of Christmas shopping and 
should reach sock $153,000 in 3d 
week ending Wednesday (25): sec- 
ond was big $142,000. Stays indef. 
Rialto (Mayer) (594: 35-85)— 

“Overlanders’ (U). Strong $8,000 

but length of this Aussie epic is 
‘hurting turnover and slashing po- 


| 


|“Verdict” (WB) and Vincent Lopez 
orch, Janis Paige heading stagebill 
(2d wk-6 days). Final week looks 
to do only $35,000 or near. First was 
i|mild $45,000. “Time, Place, Girl” 
| (WB) plus Vaughn Monroe orch 
| pens Thursday (26). 

| Victoria (Maurer) (720; 70-$1.20)— 
“Beast With Five Fingers” (WB), 
Opens Wednesday (25). Second week 
of “Wanted for Murder” (20th) was 
thin $9,500 after $12,000 opening 
stanza. “Murder” j:ad been booked 
only for two weeks, 

| Winter Garden (UA) (1,312: 60- 
| $1.20 Ji—“Wicked Lady” (U). Started 
last Saturday (21) and may hit sock 
$62,000 via holiday upbeat. In ahead, 
| “Notorious Gentleman” (U) (6th 
| wk), slow $18,000 for 10 days. House 
is operating steady grind policy, 
| teeing off early and playing until 
| past 3 a.m. for holiday crowds. 


Prima Ups ‘Step 
Fast 166, Balto, 


Baltimore, Dec. 23. 

Everybody is marking time here 
this stanza, with strong new entries 
set to break loose for holiday week. 
Meanwhile, “Step by Step,” leaning 
heavilv on Louis Prima band, at the 
combo Hippodrome, is faring best. 
Some action is reported also for 

Gallant Bess” at Loew’s Century. 

Estimates for This Week 

Century (Loew’s-UA) (3,000; 20- 
60 )—“Gailant Bess” (M-G). Weather- 
ing pre-holiday slump nicely at $12,- 
000. Last week, “Wicket Lady” (U), 
was promoted mightily but landed 
only $11,700. 

Hippodrome (Rappaport) (2,240; 
25-70)—“Step by Step” (RKO) plus 
Louis Prima orch on stage. Prima 
band boosting this to nice $16,000 or 
over. Last week, “So Dark Night” 
(Coi) plus vaude, mildish $14,000. 

Keith’s (Schanberger) (2,460: 20- 
60)—“They Were Sisters” (U), Mod- 
est $9,000. Last week, third round 
of “Two Years Before Mast” (Par), 
held well at $8,700. 

Mayfair (Hicks) (980; 25-55)— 
“Home in Oklahoma” (Rep). Aver- 














age $3,500. Last week, “Shadow of 
a Woman” (WB), $3,800. 

New (Mechanic) (1.800: 20-60)— 
“Wake Up and Dream” (20th) (3d 
wk). Held over to set holiday get- 
away date on “Razor's Edge” (20th). 
May reach $5,000 after a mild sec- 
ond stanza at $6,700. 

Stanley (WB) (3,280; 25-75)—“Ver- 
dict” (WB) (2d wk). Holding mod- 
estly at $9,000 after okay $11,500 
opener. 





‘Clementine’ Nice 11G 
In Omaha; ‘Widow’ 9G 


Omaha, Dec. 23. 
“Darling Clementine” at the Para- 
mount, and a horror bill of “She- 
Wolf of London” and “Spider Wom- 
an Strikes Back” at the Omaha, like- 
ly will get the top coin this week. 


Estimates for This Week 


Paramount (Tristates) (3,000: 16- 
65) — “My Darling Clementine” 
(20th). Nice $11,000. Last week, 
— Say Goodbye” (WB), $10,- 

0. 


Omaha (Tristates) (2,000; 16-65)— 
“She-Wolf of London” (U) and “Spi- 
der Woman Strikes Back” (U). Oke 
38.000. Last week, “Human Bondage” 
(WB) (2d run) and “Sun Valley 
Serenade” (20th) (reissue), $9,000. 

Orpheum (Tristates) (3,000; 16- 
65) “Young Widow” (UA) and 
“Deadline for Murder” (20th). 
Modest $9,000. Last week, “Home 
Sweet Homicide” (20th) and “Down 
Missouri Way” (PRC), $10,000. 

Brandeis (RKO) (1,500; 16-65)— 
“Lady Luck” (RKO) and “Step By 
Step” (RKO). Trim $6,000. Last 
week, “Always Loved You” (Rep) 
and “Criminal Court” (RKO), neat 
$7,200. 
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HOLLYWOOD, WILTERN AND DOWNTOWN 


AND IN LOS ANGELES AT THE 
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Majors Map New Theatre Building Plan | 


In Scramble for Foreign Showcases 


Scramble for foreign showcases by ¢ 


the majors, one of the chief postwar 
developments widely predicted, is 
well under way with the strength of 
major film product being used as a 
handy weapon in the struggle. Wary 
in on for- 


over laying out heavy ct 


eign investments which may be sub- 


jected to unpredictable governmen- 
tal shifts, majors have worked out a 
new technique of inducing local 
capital to build a theatre and turn 
it over to the Yank distrib on a long- 
term lease 

Practice was worked recently by 


Paiv'amount and 20th-Fox in a combo 
operation in Lima, Peru. Understood 
also that Universal, now sharpening 


its knife to carve into overseas thea- 
tre operations, has lined several 
deals on the same basis. Spread of 


the technique to other foreign depts. 


is predicted by execs who see it as 
the answer to broadening theatre 
expansion without enormous cash 
outlays which could put a sizable 
dent in company exchequers. 


Under the plan, local operators are 
approached by reps for the majors 
with an offer of exclusive firstrun on 
product for a period running from 
10-20 years, providing the exhib puts 
up a modern showcase in accordance 
with company specifications. Armed 
with the offer of top Hollywood pix 
exhibs have been able to 
loans from local banks which ordin- 
arily wouldn't consider the deal 

Pact between local exhib and 
major insures turning over of the 
new house to the major for opera- 











Havana Dress Rehearsal 
Havana, Dec. 17. 
Theatre building activities 
here are viewed in film circles 
as a dress rehearsal of what 
méy happen in the _ leading 
foreign capitals of the world. 
Four major U. S. companies, 
which previously played their 
pix through local exhibs, are 
planning construction of first- 
ru n_ showcases. Paramount, 
which recently acquired the 
Cobian Circuit, is building a 
new deluxer for its firstruns. 
Warner Bros. is also putting up 
a theatre, now nearing comple- 
tion. Both Metro and 20th-Fox 
have acquired property and plan 
to greenlight building opera- 
tions within the near future. 











aaiemanneememenniall 


tion on a lease. Exhib, however, is | 
guaranteed minimum rental plus | 
percentage of grosses on pix. Assur- | 
ance in black-and-white that house | 
has first call on all company’s films | 
for locale, secures profits of theatre, 
making it a promising investment 
for both exhib and banks. 


China 


Majors continue to move in other | 


Ways in an accelerated pace. China, 
heretofore untouched by the majors, | 


ro with that company recently pur- 


>| tal. 
secure | 





Maxime de Beix 
(‘Variety's’ Paris Mugg) 
writes 
“4merican Film Distribs 
Find Innumerable 
Difficulties of Psychological 
and Material Nature in 
France” 


* * * 


an editorial feature 
of the forthcoming 


41st Anniversary Number 
of 


VARIETY 


(Out Soon) 


Auto Drive-Ins 
For Down Under 











Sydney, Dec. 19. 
Canadian ex-showman Tom Lan- 
caster planed here with two com- 


panions with plans to form a com- 
pany to operate auto drive-in the- 
atres and are looking for local capi- 
If plans materialize, it will re- 
sult in Sydney's first auto setup. 
Local showmen figure the Cana- 
dians will find the going tough in 
getting underway since the Govern- 
|ment has an ironbound taboo on 





| Paris, Dec. 23. 


Blum Govt. Bans Cabinet 
Press, Radio Meetings 


New Leon Blum government has 
| eliminated the information portfolio 
in the cabinet and has forbidden 
| ministers to broadcast or hold press 
conferences. 

Move is looked on here as begin- 
jning of a policy to hold official in- 
| terfer rence in pictures and radio to 
|} a minimum, as well as to cut down 
/on governmental subsidies to film 
production and other amusements. 





| 
| 


More MPEA Moves 


Cued by Maas Deal 


With the Motion Picture 


| Assn. .winning control of 

| tion away from the U. S. Army in 
Austria starting Jan. 1, major 

| company foreign toppers now 


Export 
distribu- 


film | 
hope | 


| to eliminate the military distribution | 


| setup in other European countries 
still under Allied occupation. They 
pee Germany as possibly next in 
j}line with the possible exception of 
that part of the country still 
trolled by Russia. 

Under the MPEA setup, 
| Wolf, who is to be manager for the 
| Export Assn. for Austria, will have 

Alex Morvay. formerly 
versal in Austria, as his 
Wolf has been serving as Active 
Films Officer for the Information 
Service branch in Austria. Both will | 


con- 


with 


Kanturek, Continental supervisor. 
Deal was worked out with the 

Army when Irving - Maas, 

general manager, was in Vienna. 





|new construction for any type of en- | 


| tertainment until the housing short- | 


age is eased. Long before the war a 


move was made to introduce the 
drive-in theatre in Australia, with 
no result. 

Now with exhibs battling for 
patrons, inasmuch as the boxoffice 
bonanza days are over, it looks as 


| though Lancaster 
| will find redtape 
| tough hurdle. 


and his associates 
and taxation a 





Canceled Contracts By 
New French Film Chief 


Poor administration of the govern- 
ment - controlled theatre chain 
SOGEC is causing local distribs as 
well as American agencies here con- 
| siderable trouble. The chain is larg- 
| est in France. 
the Siritzky theatres and books 32 | 
_ houses, six of which are Paris first- | 
; runs and most of the balance provin- | 
| clal keys. 
Philippe Acoulon, recently ap- 
| pointed head, found when he took 
charge that he had to ask many dis- 
| tribs to cancel or postpone contracts 
| made under the previous manage- 
| ment. Warner Bros, is the Ameri- 
can distrib to suffer most. Acoulon 





Hits U.S., Paris Distribs 


New Coward Operetta 
Lacks Crix Kudos But 


Raves for Mary Martin 
London, Dec. 23. 
| Noel Coward’s new _ operetta, 


“Pacific 1860,” which opened at the 
Drury Lane, Dec. 19, appears likely 
to have a lengthy run on basis of 
the popularit: 


|theatre, but looks unlikely for 
| America. 
| The musical, which shapes up 


| more like a “Desert Song” than the 
| usual Noel Coward piece, represents | 
a triumph for Mary Martin in the | 
| femme lead, as the European actress 
seeking rest on a British island near 
Samoa. She was heartily received | 
'and forced into a curtain speech | 
after Coward’s speech opening night. 


| This lavishly-mounted, expensive- | 
It includes some of | 


act. Despite gaining in tempo, it 
| lacks comedy and originality and is 
| much below Coward’s “Cavalacade” 
and “Bittersweet.” First-night audi- 
| ence went for the show, however. 

| Opening was of more than passing 
_interest, with people waiting in line 
'for hours for seats, since it was a 
Coward preem and reopening of 
London’s oldest house after being 


has finally been broken into by Met-| very frankly acknowledges that he | ENSA headquarters during the war. 


in Shanghai. Metro has also gummed | 
its Latin American expansion by ac- 


quiring the second run Teusaquille, | | 45 for pictures that could not be de- 


Nabe house in Bogota, Colombia. | 
Company will also take over opera- 
tion of another firstrun theatre in 
Bogota, Colombia, March 1, 1947. 

Joseph M. Schenck, 20th-Fox 

exec, has been dickering for 
the Jenkins circuit in Mexico while | 
on a tour south of the border, Com- 
pary has also closed for a number ! 
of houses in Australia. Rash of other | 
execs have swung the world circuits | 
recently in surveys leading up to 
acquisitions. Among these have been 
Phil Reisman, RKO’s foreign chief, 
who’s 0.0.ed both Mexico and the 
Continent; George Weltner, Reis- 
man’s counterpart for Paramount, 
returned this week from Europe; 
Karl MacDonald ot Warner Bros., 
who made the Latin-America swing, | 
and Al Daff, ass’t foreign head of 
Universal, back from six weeks in | 
Europe and North Africa. 

Inflated costs for both properties 
and building materials are reported 
by returning foreign heads. As a re- 
sult, new trend is to combine thea- 
tres with both stores and apart- 
ments in building plans in European 
countries, it is said. By creating in 
one structure a theatre plus a flock 
of arcade stores and apartments, 
this will insure sufficiently profitable 
returns to meet the greatly-hiked 
investment now required, execs say. 
Consequently, European theatre 
architects are pointing their blue- 


only amounted 


| has to avail himself of every avail- 


technicalities or screen quota law. 
| Some American contracts closed in | 


livered until 1946, would thus be 
| postponed several months. 

Acoulon, who finds his books 
| jammed by contracts for over 300 
| pictures, opened them for VARIETY 
, to check. and when deprecating the 
reckless buying orgy of the previous 
management, said that “many people | 
were in Fresnes penitentiary for less 
| than that.” 


Mex. Banks Crt Down 
} 
| 





On Film Trade Credit | 


Mexico City, Dec. 17. 
Pix trade is getting less coin from 
its two specialized banks, their lat- 


est balance sheets of Nov. 30 show. 


Trade’s own bank, the Banco Cin- | 


| ematografico, cut its loan, credits 
jand discounts to 17,245,908.31 pesos 
| ($4, 311,477), a drop of nearly 4,000,- 
000 pesos in a month, while such 
accommodations by the Banco de la 
| Industria Filmica, S. A., prez of 
which is Producer Raul de Anda, 


to 298,430.68 pesos 
($75.000). 


FOREIGN REISSUES 


New outfit to handle overseas 
sales and distribution of reissues has 
been organized by Miles Sherover 
with Henry Kahn, formerly with | 
Metro, 20th-Fox and the Motion | 
Picture Export Assn., as veepee and 





prints in that direction. 





general manager. 


Coward show was practically 
iain effort but the management 


claims a $200,000 ticket broker deal. 


‘ANTHONY,’ ‘PETER PAN’ 
NEW LONDON HITS 


London, Dec. 23. 

In pre-holiday preem “Anthony 
and Cleopatra” was unveiled at the 
Piccadilly Friday (20) starring God- 
frey Tearle and Edith Evans. It 
was the season’s first Shakespearean 
debut. Show was acclaimed as mag- 
' nificent. 

Also opening same evening at the 
| Casino was “Mother Goose,” done 
}in pantomime. Nat Mills was well 
| received in the lead. 
off was Bertram Mills circus which 
reopened at the Olympia after a 
capacity eight years. House is sold 
out for weeks. 

Annual revival of Sir James Bar- 
| rie’s “Peter Pan,” produced by Jack 
_Hylton and Daniel Mayer, opened 
auspiciously at Scala Friday with 








critics voting performance of Mary | 


_Morris as “Peter” up to standard. 





Cocteau ‘Eagle’ Soars 
| Paris, Dec. 23. 
| Herbertot’s. production of Jean 
Cocteau’s “Double-Headed Eagle” 


assistant. | 
¥ | their output, 


| work under the supervision of Louis | 


| 
Wolfgang 


| 


Uni- | 


| 
| 
| 


| 


MPEA | associate. 


| fico, 


of the author and the | 


| competition 


| 


ly dressed production is a conven- | 
tional love story with a slow first | 


|there has forced American companies 
| to protect their 
itheir idle coin in a safe medium— 


chasing a piece of unimproved realty , able loophole he finds in contract; universally slated as the author's | = 


French Vaudeville Field Has Faded 
Outlook—And No Place for a Yank 





4 
Harry Regensberg 
(Chief of Variety’s London 
Bureau) 
writes 


“London Legit Producers 
Well Geared on Financing 
Where Formerly ‘Outside’ 
Money Played an [Important 

Factor” 

* +. « 

an editorial feature 
soon to appear 
in the 


41st Anniversary Number 
of 


VARIETY 
China Film Biz’s 
Marked Upbeat 


most Hollywood — studios 
about the high cost of pro- 
and drastically reducing 
Shaw Bros., Hongkong 
film producers, are turning out two 











With 
moaning 
duction, 


> Paris, 





Chinese pictures a week on a single | 
sound stage, according to Amerigo 
Benefico, head of Variety Film Dis- 
tributors and the Shaws’ New York 
Three of the films were 
|recently shipped to the U. S. 
Pointing their product at two au- | 
dience classes, Shaws’ market is | 
chiefly aimed at the Mandarin and | 
Cantonese groups. Former, the aris- 
tocrats of China, constitute the car- 
riage trade, while the Cantonese, | 
although financially not as well to 
do, contribute the backbone of Far 
East grosses. Mandarins, said Bene- 
when seeking film fare, often | 
order a print from an exhib or dis- 
trib for screening at home, regard- 
less of cost, rather than mingle with 
the hoi polloi at a film house. 
Analyzing the invasion of Loew's | 
International, Paramount and other 
majors into the Far East exhibition 
field, Beneficio said not only would 
a relatively untapped barrel of pa- 
|tronage be opened, but a spirit of | 
would be instilled in | 
moribund Chinese exhibs. Benefico 
is well acquainted wtr the Chinese | 
| theatre situation, inasmuch as the | 
| Shaws also operate seven Hongkong 
| film houses. 
Since the 
froze 85% 
coin in 


Chinese Government 
of the majors rental 
1945, runaway inflation 


capital by investing 


amusement real estate, Benefico 
pointed out. Upon opening of new 
modern film theatres in Shanghai 
and elsewhere, “native exhibs will 
start to think,” he said, “when their 
patrons start drifting away to a the- 
atre which can offer them more com- 
fort along with entertainment.” 








Current London Shows 


London, Dec. 23. 
“And No Birds Sing,” Aldwych. 
“Anthony and Cleopatra,” Picca- 

dilly. 

“Bertram Mills Circus,” Olympia. | 
“Between Ourselves,” Piayhouse. 
“Clutterbuck,” Wyndham, 
“Dante,” Garrick. 
“Fifty-Fifty.” Strand. 
“Fools Rush In,” Fortune. 
“Grace of God,” St. James. 
“Grand National Night,” Apollo. 
“Guinea Pig,” Criterion. 
“Here Comes the Boys,” Saville. 





Another tee- | 





| opened here last week and was) 


| hailed by press and public as ay 
smash, 


Edwige Feuillere in the starring | 


} role took 16 curtain calls. 


“High Time,” Palladium. 
“Honeymoon,” York's 
“Lady Frederick,” Savoy. 
“Message for Margaret,” 
“Mother Goose,” Casino. 
“Night and Laughter,” Coliseum. 
“No Room at Inn,” Winter Garden. 
“Our Betters,” Playhouse. 
“Pacific 1860.” Drury Lane. 
“Perchance to Dream,” Hipp. 
“Peter Pan,” Scala. 
“Piccadilly Hayride,” Wales. 
“Poltergeist,” Vaudeville. 
“Shephard Show,” Princes. 
“Shop Sly Corner,” St. Martins. 
“Song of Norway,” Palace. 
“Sweetheart Mine,” Vic Palace. 
“Sweetest and Lowest” Ambass. 
“The Gleam,” Globe. 
“Under the Counter,” Phoenix. 
“Windermere’s Fan,” Haymarket. 
“Windslow Boy,” Lyric. 
“Worm’s View,” Whitehall. 


Duchess. 





| first to suffer. 


| better 


| Carroll's, 


Dec, 17. 
French vaude field won't offer 
much inducement to American acts 
for some time. Vaude stands are 
fewer than before, with theatres 
mostly reverting to. straight pix 
policy. Salaries are small by Amer. 
ican standards. The Exchange Con. 
trol makes it practically impossible 
for American acts playing here to 
take home part of their earnings by 
transfering them in dollars The 
nitery business is on the wane 
Bernard Hilda made a success of 
the Club des Champs _ Elysees 
through a smart location and talent 
tieup with the Theatre des Champs 
Elysees. Pops and Louie found 
their way in the Lido because they 
really came over to do a sequence 
in a Calamy picture, which paid for 
their transportation. But bringing 
over a big American act on a 
straight vaude proposition is practi- 
cally out of the question. Some 
European countries are still offering 


possibilities, and performers going 
there might use it to play Paris on 
the way. Otherwise, there is nothing 


in it. 

The spending craze is 
French North Africa, liberated a 
year before Continental France 
perienced it earlier, Black market 
money is either spent or has found 
other channels. Even restaurants feel 
the pinch, Niteries, of course, are 
There are over 150 
Paris, and even in the 
the trend is strongly 


also over, 


7» xe 


of them in 
ones, 
feli. 

Jean Pierre Guerin’s Lido on the 


| Champs Elysees is staging a strong 


fight against it with a floor show, 
as does Sandrini’s Tabarin in the 
Montmartre section. They are the 
two really big places. Others are 
more intimate. 

Club des Champs Elysees leads the 
field, with Bernard Hilda. The re- 
cent Camp du Drap d’Or just off the 
Champs Elysees has taken the place 


'formerly held by the Russian boites, 


Spot features Vlasti Krikava gypsy 


orchestra of 27, which includes 15 


| fiddlers. 


Boites Limp Along 

Club des Cinq. on Rue Montmartre, 
was temporarily on the map due to 
Edith Piaf, now booked for America, 
near the Champs Elysees, 
with the local Aime Barelli band, 
did good business for a while. Bag- 
atelle had Jack Harris. Florence 
still exists, but its Montmartre loca- 
tion somewhat puts it off the beam, 
with night life now centering on the 
Champs Elysees. Most boites limp 
along, and many are sure to close. 
The field is practically restricted to 
French entertainers. Most popular 
are Edith Piaf, Yves Montand, and 
Georges Ullmer, Latter is a Dane, 
but unknown in Denmark. 

Constricted vaude activity is re- 
flected by the small number of 
agents still doing real business. 
First in the field are Emile Audif- 
fred and Felix Marouani, practically 
the only ones to remain interna- 
tional minded through a tieup with 
Wiiliam Morris for America and 
Foster for England. Other agencies 
doing business are Tavel, and Leroy, 
also Daniel Marouani, a brother of 
Felix, whose Riviera agency has a 
clinch on the bookings in the south. 
Apart from that a few more are 
doing what 10 percenting they can 


| get. 





Nebenzal’s ‘Mayerling’ 
Remake Rights Tangle 


Paris, Dec. 10. 

Illustrating how carefully remake 
rights here have to be investigated, 
Seymour Nebenzal (Nero Films), 
who in 1944 bought “Mayerling” fer 
a Hollywood remake from Quader 
Films, of Coire, Switzerland, now 
finds himself in a position where he 
has to clear his title by trying to 
nullify distribution rights to the 
original version still held by Lopert 
for the U.S. and Distributeurs Asso- 
cies for France. 


Picture was produced here by 
Concordia, which since sold all 
rights to Quader Films, latter now 


retaining Phillips, Nizer, Benjamin 
& Krim to protect the distribs. 


MEX. 78 PIX FOR "46 


Mexico City, Dec. 15. 
Seventy four Mexican pix were 
released in Mexico this year up to 
Dec. 15, with four others scheduled 


for screenings before the end of 1946. 
There were 64 releases in 1945 

But of the 1946 releases, 
were good b.o, 


only 10 
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A Merry (christmas 


ana 


BLUE SKIES 


for 1947 


* (And “Cross My Heart,” and “The Perfect Marriage,” and “California,” and “ Ladies’ Man,” “Easy | 
Come, Easy Go,” “Suddenly It’s Spring,” “My Favorite Brunette” and “The Imperfect Lady”!) 
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If Producers Want to Cut Costs, Let 


Em Slice Own Paychecks, Say Ky. 
Exhibs: Duals Bemoan Shortage 


By Hayden Talbot 


Louisville, Dec. 23 

The further your roving reportel 
goes, the more the exhibitors let 
down their back hair and come 
elean with gripes and worries, the 
plainer it becomes things are not 
altogether as you would like them 
Trouble is. few have anything con- 
structive to offel Only here and 
there does an exhib kick in with 
a self-invented solution of his own 
problems. Even rarer is the theatre 


operator ready to admit there ‘s 
something good to be said for the 
producer and distrib. Maybe this 
is all as it should be. 

The one certainty—proved up to 
the hilt time after time in this 
crossing and re-crossing of the Con- 
finent—is an inevitable, if gradual, 
improvement of relations between 
exhibs on the one hand and _ pro- 
ducers and distribs on the other 
Paradoxical as it may sound, mu- 
iual recognition of troubles and 


handicaps is largely due to Govern- 
mental directed against 
or another of the three 


moves one 


of 


brancnes 


ihe industry. From New England 
to Southern California — and half- 
way back again—exhibs have been 
unanimously in favor of oldtime 
give-and-take methods of doing 
business, rather than submitting to 
the iron rigidity of Governmental 
decrees. It would seem—in show 
business as in everything—it only 
takes something really bad to make 
you realize what you thought was 
bad is pretty good, after all. 

James Arthur, attorney for the 


Fanchon & Marco circuit of theatres, 
with headquarters in the Fox thea- 
tre, St. Louis, 


Says: 
Dogmatic 
hod 


“Following 
posium 


Lawyers 
this 
man 


VARIETY sym- 
not a little to 
think about. Not the least interest- 
ing conclusion to be drawn from 
them is the proof they offer of 
men’s tendency to frame expressions 
of opinion in sucha way as to make 
them dogmatic statements of unar- 
Zuable fact. Take, for instance, your 
interview with the attorney of the 
Jackson Park Claim fame. If he 
were quoted correctly he made the 
rest of the lawyers look like pretty 
small fry. 
he was surprised defense 
in every court dispute involving a 
film contract didn’t know enough 
to have the action thrown out on 
the grounds of the invalidity of all 
such contracts. 

“Such a_ flat-footed statement 
would seem to put him in a minority 
of one—the only legal brain in the 
country capable of grasping what 
he so dogmatically asserts is a self- 
evident fact. I hesitate to be equally 
dogmatic, but I suggest there is a 
difference between illegality and 
invalidity. Certainly invalidity or 
illegality of contract has nothing to 
do with enforceability. What Mr. 
O'Connell overlooks is the change 
of viewpoint on the part of the court 
during recent years. The day of the 
omnipotence of the comma is ended; 
judges now consider the intent of 
contracting parties.” 


Finds Biz Good, But 
Below 1945 Standards 


At the end of a trek through a 
bewildering maze of offices forming 


Lives a 


the Fanchon & Marco headquarters 
your scribe found Harry Arthur. 
Says he: 


“Regarding this year’s business, it’s 
still good even if it is not up to 1945 
figures. Until six weeks ago 
better than last year, but a 
decline since then leads me to an- 
ticipate the final 12 months figures 
will show the year below last year’s 
total. The whole world is so full of 
wants, however. I foresee no sud- 
den collapse. It will take at least 
five vears of intensive production to 
satisfy the world’s needs. Take cars, 
for instance. I saw recently a state- 
ment forecasting peak production 
would be reached in the near future. 
Then the industry would be turning 


it was 
sharp 


out a million cars a year. But 
Americans alone want between six 
and seven million new cars. So in 


that one line it will take six or seven 
years to produce enough for the 
home market. 

“I see Variety puts business off by 
8°.. Id say this is as nearly right 
2#s anybody's guess. 
leaves business good. 


As I recall it, he said | 
lawyers | 


But this still | standards is something else. 
And I see no!and above the enormous overhead | business 


reason to believe it will taper off to 


anything like 1940 grosses—for at 
least five vears. 

“The saturation point has been 
reached so far as boosted admission 
prices are concerned. John Citizen 
simply won't pay any more, Either 
he will stay away altogether, or will 
reduce his three or four visits a 
week to one.. This being so, operat- 
ng costs must not only not be In- 


creased; they must be reduced. And 
I am not talking about the cost 
operating a house. 


Claims Studio Execs 
Are Highly Overpaid 


to now the _ exhibito 
ducked going at this problem 
only way it should be teckled, going 
straight to the root of the trouble 
Hollywood Why any one 
man be paid a million dollars a yea) 
salary? What can he do it? 
True, the industry is big enough and 
rich enough to be able {to pay this 
kind money to one man: the 
trouble is there are hundreds of 
studio executives being ridiculously 
overpaid. 

“Let exhibitors all the coun- 
iry concentrate on making Holly- 
wood stage an economy campaign at 
the top levels—and the main item of 


here 


of 


“Up has 


should 


with 


of 


ovel 


impossible operating costs will be 
brought into line with reason In- 
stead, most of them are full of 
gripes because they have to pay 
their ushers more than they used to 


They shut their eyes to the biggest 
° ° e. 

item in their operating cosits—the 
price they have to pay for their pic- 


tures. If those pictures don’t have 
to shoulder the enormous cost of | 
studio executives, the exhibitor will 
get them on reasonable terms 

“As for new building in St. 
there’s a lot planned. We ourselves 
have three new houses projected, 
and intend to do face-lifting jobs on 
all our others. It is not a case of 
St. Louis being underseated; it isn't 
But a great number of patrons come 
to their regular house—not only to 
see the picture, but to enjoy an en- 
vironment more luxurious than their 
own home offers. To hold their 
patronage the exhibitor must for- 
ever improve the material surround- 
ings which attract his patrons. As 
new houses are opened, the older 
ones will close their doors. 

“As in every other line of busi- 
ness, from cars to refrigerators, 
you've got to introduce new refine- 
ments in your existing theatre, or 
build a better one. So new build- 
ing can not be used as a yardstick 
to determine whether any given city 
is underseated or not. 

Geo For Double-Headers 

“Our patrons are definitely not 
satisfied with a single-feature policy. 
It is only a tiny minority who ob- 
ject to sitting through a double bill 
Most people like to spend four o1 
five hours in a movie house. You 
never hear a real fan complain ot! 
the length of time he has to spend 
in a ball park to see a double-header 


Louis 


played to a finish. Time doesn't 
mean, a thing to your real movie 
fan, either. I say it’s immaterial 


what the exhibitor may think about 
it; it’s what his customers want. And 
in this territory, anyhow,’a double 
bill is a must. 

“Quantity of product is nowhere 
near sufficient. The tendency to 
make super-epics is to be deplored. 


John Doakes doesn’t give a damn 
whether a picture cost 10 million 
dollars or 10c. He's in his seat to 
be entertained, and all the dollar 
bills in the world never raised a 
laugh or produced a thrill like a 
Keystone Kop Komedy or a Bill 


Hart Western — when production 
costs were counted in terms of 
dimes. 


“As for quality of product today. 
I'd say it’s up to prewar standards. 
the general run of good and bad 
pictures being more or less a con- 
stant figure. The quality of prints, 
however, has definitely deteriorated. 


Even in our first-run houses we 
have trouble. 
“As for pressbooks, they are far 


from satisfactory. To hypo business 
in our houses we start from scratch 
| with each picture. In the nature of 
things I don’t see how a pressbook 
can be turned out to meet the pecu- 
liar conditions of individual situa- 
tions. Anyhow, so far as we're 
, concerned, the producers could save 
themselves money by cutting press- 
| books out. 
| “What's 


wrong with production 


Over 


the | 


_Pix-Press-Radio Powwow 


By Science Group in Hub | 


Wednesday, December 25, 1946 


_—_—— 


Inside Stuff—Pictures 


Reps of films, press and radio will | 


participate in a roundtable discus- 
i'sion on “Science and the Public” 
Saturday (28) at the Hotel Brad- 
| ford, Boston. Panel discussion will 


be held on the final day of the 113th 
meeting of the American Association 
| for Advancement of Science. 
| Theodore Smith, of the Motion 
Picture Assn., Howard Blakeslee, of 
| the Associated Press, and Lyman 
Bryson, of the Columbia Broadcast- 
ing System, will participate with Al- 
bert E. Parr, director of the Ameri- 
can Museum of Natural History, and 
Ralph W Gerard, professor. of 
| physiology at the University of Chi- 
caro. 


Dr. James R 


Angell, former prez 
of Yale. and educational counsellor 
of the National Broadcasting Co., 


will preside. 
} 


resulting from top executives astro- 
nomical salaries, the present trend in 
+ Hollywood seems to be to make few- 


er and better pictures with more and | 
more money poured into the mak- 
ling of each one. What the idea is 
you can guess as well as I ean. 
Maybe it’s vainglory; maybe the 
producer really believes the big ex- 
penditure will come back to him 
with a proportionate profit added. 
| But it’s a fallacy. Once in a while 
a rule-proving exception comes 
along, but when you count ‘em up, 
even if you go back to ‘The Birth | 
of a Nation’ and come down to 
‘Gone with the Wind’, you discover 
there are not many of these costly 
epics which earned their cost. 


Minimizes Technicolor‘’s Values 


“I realize, for instance, a lot of 
exhibitors consider it was a terrible 
bloomer to make ‘Anna and the 


King of Siam’ in black and white. I 
agree the story and locale yelled for 


Technicolor. But I very much 
doubt if this special picture would 
have grossed 5° more if it had 
been in color. Let re tell you why 
I say this. 

| “Two of the most sucessfv action 
pictures we've played in a long time 
were ‘Jesse James’ and ‘The Return 
of Frank James.’ VJriginally both 


these pictures were in Technicolor. 
As reissues they cam: to us in black 
and White. Each of them played to 
bigger than the. original 
grosses in the Technicolor version. I 
don’t attempt to analyze this fact; 
its the producer's’ business, not 
mine 


Stardom Overnight 
Exception, Not Rule 


“I'm thinking of the time—’way 


business 


back in the ‘20s—when I took a com- | 


pletely unknown lad from Holly- 
wood to San Diego to make a per- 
sonal appearance at the opening of 
,a cheap Western in which he played 


ithe lead. That lad was Gary 
| Cooper. His name didn't mean a 
thing to moviegoers then. It took 


years before Gary Cooper became 
big boxoffice. All right. The same 
| thing can be said of almost every 
star in the business. All, almost 
without exception, came up the hard 


way. Yet people talk about stars 
being made overnight. So a Garbo 


appears and seems to prove them 
right. Actually, of course, she is the 
rule-proving exception. 

“So I suggest producers do a little 
looking back, too. And that’s that. 

“As for the kind of pictures my 
patrons like best, the answer is any 
i kind of fast moving action pictures. 
With us. when it comes to boxoffice 
| poison, it’s period pictures. Oh, 
know. I read Vaniery’s account of 
John Balaban’s raving over the busi- 
ness he did with Bob Hope in 
| ‘Monsieur Beaucaire,’ but in point 
of fact ‘Beaucaire’ is the weakest of 
the Hope pictures. I was amused to 


,see Balaban say 99.9% of exhibi- 
tors, if they'd been asked, would 
have nixed the idea of Bob Hope 


in a period picture. It leaves Bala- 


; ban in the favored class of being 
one-tenth of one per cent. Okay. 
3ut now the picture’s been made 


and played, I say the same 99.9% of 
exhibitors will be more emphatic 
than ever in demanding no more 
costume stuff for Hope. 

Over to Louisville—to the offices 
of Modern Amusem>nt Enterprises, 
Inc., and M. Switow & Sons, Inc., In 
| the Kentucky theatre. Says S. J. 
(Sam) SwitoW: 

“Difference between this year and 
last is this—with a good picture it’s 
up to 1945 figures; with a not-so- 
good picture it is definitely less. 
However, here in Louisville jobs are 
/st ll more plentiful than applicants. 


Maybe the explanation is ex-GlIs the golden-egg-producing goose js 
to 
| work. But a part of the reason for 


prefer $20 a week and loafing 


| So it 
| Character played by Lionel Barrymore gets away with practically every- 


Reprints being sent out by United Artists of an article in the Nationa) 


Jewish Monthly, official B’nai Brith organ, praising “Abie’s Irish Rose.” 
are being countered by organization’s Anti-Defamation League with a 
broadside to local committees of B'nai B’rith stating that its Original 


opposition to the film stands. Article was termed by a B'nai B'rith ofticer 
this week “unfortunate and ill-advised” and will be retracted in the January 
issue of the same mag. Editorial will restate opposition to the Bing Crosby 
production and make clear that cuts which have been made have not lJes- 
sened objection to the basic characteristics of the picture. 

Disputed article, written by Jay Goldberg, Coast editor of Showme: 


1's 

Trade Review. couples “Abie” with “The Jolson Story” as furthering the 

cause of tolerance. Anti-Defamation League of the B'nai B'rith has given 
strong approval to “Jolson,” but not to ‘Abie.” 

Joldwyn flackery has been unusually fortunate in having a series of 

players in “Best Years of Our Lives” available in Boston for interviews 

preceding Christmas Day opening of the pic at the Esquire there First 


was Harold Russell, handless veteran who has a major role, and who is 
a student at Boston University. Then Frederic March appeared in tow: 
as star of the Ruth Gordon comedy, “Years Ago.” Immediately after he 
was exhausted interview material, Goldwyn pub-ad head 
| Lynn Farnol sent featured-player Cathy O'Donnell in. A few days later, 
Dana Andrews, one of the stars, who had been vacationing at Stowe, Vt, 
had to come to Boston to pick up his son, who was going to spend Christ- 
mas with him. Goldwynites immediately took advantage of Andrews’ 
stopover in town for more newspaper tete-a-tetes. 


source of 


as a 


Concerted drive to cut themselves a healthy piece of New York patron- 
age has been launched by both dastribs and theatres handling foreign films. 


Pic-by-pic comparison with Hollywood product turns up the fact that 
considerably more coin is being spent for the foreigners in the metropol- 
itan dailies, particularly in the Times 

French films are standout in this regard with plenty of newspaper eacre- 
age being bought for such recent importations as “Jericho,” “Siroces 
“Carmen” and “The Welldigger’s Daughter.” Other consistent space 
cullers are the British “Brief Encounter” and the Italian “Open City.” 

Production Code Administration has apparently relaxed its iron-bound 


policy that the perpetrator of a crime in a film must suffer retribution 
appears, at least, in Frank Capra's new “It's a Wonderful Life 


| thing in the book sans any more ill effect than that he looks as though 
| he must be suffering from stomach ulcers, at least. 

Aside from a lifetime of meanness and squeezing little people oui of 
their savings, guy specifically makes off with $8,000. And not only does 
he not suffer retribution, he doesn't even return the coin. 

School and college groups are taking special measures to see that thei 
students get a chance to witness “Henry V.” Both the Moravian Coilege 
for Women and the Moravian Boys Prep School at Bethlehem, Pa., one 


day last week suspended all afternoon classes so that the students could 
go in a body to see the film at one of Bethlehem’s downtown theatres 


Public schools in Lehigh, Pa., have set up committees to plan for the 











students to see the picture and the Junior League is taking orders for 
tickets via telephone to make certain its members know the picture is in 
town, 
dee ie | 
workers have more time for pleas- fj U S Brit Pix 
. - 
ure than they had under wartime | «VU. . 
caniiesare ; 
pressure. ———- Continued from page 9 = 
“Quantity of product is insuffi- lid fit 
. Sl 3S Py ’ roaice- 
cient. One divisional manager told ,?™5!Mess, did not pay of its produc 


e tion costs % ome 
me he has 15 pictures in the can in n costs at home, 


s 
every one of his exchanges. Not! Rank’s deal with Universal makes 


one will be released so long as the |} it mandatory for him to spend a 
others can be sold. No new produc- | Minimum of $1,000,000 on any film 
tion is being used to augment this Which U is to distribute in the US. 
backlog. It's all wrong. But as things now look, it is said, 
| “As for single-picture selling, condition is unnecessary since it's 


next to impossible to make them for 
less. And that’s true despite the fact 
that British studio labor 
third that of Hollywood. 


Main cause of mounting produe- 
tion costs is protracted shooting time 
required. In all of Britain, it’s point- 
ed out, there are only four Techni- 
color cameras and one is tied to- 
gether with bailing wire. One Rank 
company had its camera comandeered 
while on location because the 
weather looked threatening and then. 
with the sun breaking out, had to sit 
idly for three days until it could be 
returned, 


_there’s nothing new about it. Para- 
mount and UA tried it—until the 
exhibitors got together and put an 
end to it by refusing to buy that 
way—and they'll do it again. So 
long as a distributor plays fair I'll 
go along with him, but if he gets 
too dirty I ‘>ll him to keep his prod- 
uct—and get along with reissues. 
So long as business continues good 
I can get away with this. 


COSTS One. 


| Attention Smoky 
“Percentage terms are outrageous. | 
It's all very well for the distributor 
to say the exhibitor should be satis- 


fied to make a profit of 50° on the | Meagre Facilities 


film’s cost, and it might be an ar- Rank, by far the largest producer 
gument if the exhibitor kept every | jn England, has only one inadequate 
penny of profit for himself. But cutting and editing room because 
the wise exhibitor doesn’t do this. wartime restrictions have prevented 


He puts plenty back into the busi- 


building others. As a result, newra- 
ness—in improvements and replace- | tives pile up while awaiting prec- 
ments and new building. He must essing and time schedules are dragged 
do it or go under—because if he out further. Limited number ef in- 
doesn’t somebody else will. So I door stages—and most of them com- 


tell distributors flatly I'm not satis- 
tied with a 50% profit. And 
he points out 


paratively small—force plenty of out- 


when door shooting. And British 


weather 


production costs, and is one thing even Lloyd's won't guar- 
says they make present terms neces- antee. 
ary, > j it’ Le stk ( ws P . 1° 
not ae = 2 "tl negpoeicapetasitoicins Cited as another facior is the Jel- 
) e > , « ‘erag Oo , ‘ 4 
ROS Cen on ime average every surely pace of the British which 
million dollars charged up to pro- 


; Rank has been trying to speed-tp. 
duction cost includes $390,000 to pay go Ag ge 


; y Standard pacts in force in the film 
the salaries of front office execu- industry caneiee a morning and an 
ties. I don't know of any other afternoon break—unofficially under- 
business where the salaries of the ctood as tea time. British metice 
front office bosses total 39‘. of the ulously insist on these pauses for 
total production costs : 


crumpets regardless of urgencies 
Raymond Massey, who played a Jewd 
in “Stairway to Heaven,” was on thie 
point of quitting several times be- 
cause the lagging pace threatened 10 
cut into commitments which he hed 


“It is because these million-dollar- 
a-year salaries have been published | 
you have the present unrest. in 
Hollywood. Waturally, if any of 
these big shots owned his company 
he could chalk up anything he liked) with American film companies. When 
as his salary. But none of them shooting finally wound up, cast and 
,owns the company he heads. The | technicians presented Massey with @ 
_public who own stock in the com-. gigantic cup of tea as a gag. Latte! 
| panies are the owners. And they | took it in good humor and the tem- 
are not getting a square eal in the | pest in a teapot was laughed off 
matter of dividends when such! British cushion because of lower 
Salaries are paid. This goes for | labor outlay is taken up by inability 
all the major producing companies. | to meet shooting schedules. On other 
My hunch is if they don’t themselves 


expenses, Yank producers note, the 
take cuts they're going to discover | British must pay at the same level 


as Hollywood. That applies to studio 
overhead, salaries to top personnel, 
,and cost of materials, prints, expt! 


very dead indeed.” 
(Next week: Memphis. Nashville, 


holding Up is the fact | Birmingham, Jackson and Meridian) | tation, ete. 
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BREAKS ALL-TIME RECORD AT LOS 


ANGELES OPENING! WATCH CAPITOL, 
N.Y. AND ALL HOLIDAY OPENINGS 


Claudette Colbert- Walter Pidgeon - June Allyson 
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HOLIDAY HOWLS COMING! 
Red Skelton - Marilyn Maxwell 


NN 
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y M-G-M’s > 
Ta CLOUDS 


“ROLL BY’. 


Ld (Technicolor) SN 


222 SSS 
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BIGGEST M-G-M BIZ IN HISTORY OF 
RADIO CITY MUSIC HALL. WATCH 
NATIONWIDE HOLIDAY DATES! 


Starring 
VAN JOHNSON . JUDY GARLAND 
FRANK SINATRA - JUNE ALLYSON 
ROBERT WALKER . VAN HEFLIN 
KATHRYN GRAYSON - DINAH SHORE 
with Lucille Bremer - Lena Horne - Angela 
Lansbury - Tony Martin - Virginia O’Brien 


M-G-M's ~ 
4 “THE * 
_ YEARLING’ 


(Technicolor) 





PRIZE PICTURE OF THE YEAR OPENING 
XMAS DAY, CARTHAY CIRCLE, L. A. 
TWICE DAILY. ALL SEATS RESERVED 


Gregory Peck - Jane Wyman- Claude Jarman, Jr. 





MERRY! 


~ MERRY! 
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Congress to Aid Pix? 


Taking up the cudgel against 


Price-Conscious Picture-Patronizing 




















foreign trade restrictions on 
e e e e | U.S. pictures, 20th-Fox produc- 
tion chief Darryl F. Zanuck last 
Public Cautions Exhibs One. ae res 
} openly in the support of dther 
Sentiment that admission scales 4 ieee 1 piri iaaeidl Sowa n their 
are at their absolute peak and an) fight to further U. SS. films 
further upward thrust may bring | _Overlong Films abroad. = ‘ i 
the house down around their ears, In a telegram from “os An- 
t henyhr ne elaine a Continued from page ll quan | veles last Friday (20) to the 
is growing among exhibitors. Thin- i 7; ttee on Postwar 
ice psychology has been sharpened corporate the 18 minutes when House ge we = : ye 
bv a drastic shrinkage of the war- |“Giouds” goes out into general re- a encenge ae onke3 —— - ss 
time savings cushion recently C- llease in Janua clared ay Se ae aa s 
vealed in statistics anc an ey ing o! Resentment by exhibs over lengthy rg 5 aad ry Prepress ai 
the mercantile market in vhich aaatures is predicted ian. tae . ma ; ra pad roc oa 
luxury items such as jewels, furs hate Wien ‘add tovemadt ta thet Bl ver 8 ee 
and nvlons have staged a precipitous emanben tha caiaammnes dmileominas | : _ Kn | a a Re s — 
cownward plunge. Feeling has been hee Second terior ts that @ EL Le agen te A 
far from dissipated by a pre-Christ long picture tires an audience and “ . as 2 ne a Rep te roger 
aS bDUSINESS thats been spotty in sours the patrons consciously or un- sstban . pn Tics a he 
many parts of the country and par- consciously, on seeing another pic- ie * . pode a i. Resovna 
ticularly bad on the Coast ture for some time afterwards. a sales roy ‘he sid ; - 
Determination to hold ceiling at IThird angle is that a shorter picture “Hollyv ak. welcomes sincere 
jis current level and forestall fur-| js more entertaining than a longie iis amin” i. 
ther spiralling is behind a move by | and leaves more satisfied patrons. fe a 4 ‘ : 1” tea it ‘annot be 
Richmona exhios ne inager Way, On the turnover question, exhibi- es ; ed gre ; : ne . parse re. 
to pocket tax losses rather than ab- tors with a dual policy find it virtu- pre ee ; b rent = 6 a, 
sorb them in an admission scale ally impossible to handle a picture | ied nts ol pian ape aa 
se. Offer has been made by local running more than two hours, with- | warrented perset ution of Amer- 
exhibs who have been waging a out cutting deeply into potential lean product, 
osing fight against a council pro- daily revenue Such long films mine mt te 
posal to. add 10‘ local tax to the nean a four hou how, or longex, | 
current 20‘ Federal nick on ad- In some cases, exhibs avoid book- | Con ress Plea 
ssions ing such picture or cut over to a g ] 
Local bite would mean a 30% solo policy temporarily. Patent re- | J—— Continued from page . 
overall tax and an increase of 65c. | Ply 0! distribs is that such houses | — setae “asasia ” a are 
of the present prices now scaled to merely need to go solo, to which a gee a as nies wi 1947 
60c. Exhibs, mindful of current com- |exhibs reply that that s invariably zoe ' ; pies od Mie eon Mw r vid 
plaints on prices, fear that the added casiel said than done, their custo- che  # ibd gp se lorcet 
nickel may spell a sharp decline |™ers habits being what the y are. re pat 2 be oe Boland will 
in biz. Consequently, exhibs are now Arguments of proaucers who ancl pix ste bts Pigs ore 
lice wee ' dote on long vehicles is that it takes | make the final choice of 65 All 
proposing to city officials that an |“ , a ds that | towns with four or more theatres 


$100 of that long to story, 


acti Age Dt pies to all trimming ruins the plot o1 that it ake pny ag Privette rg Those 
Richmond industries. be hiked to camages the production artistically with went ee will p . bed e. 
$1 on every $100 so far as theatres his is dubbed as so much eve-wash Those vith two mouse wil agreen 
are concerned. Tax such as this, by exhibs. Produce wt arguments 50%, and villages apiog . single anes 
would not only be discriminatory that they cant be too commercial tre will play only 25°, of the total. 
against filmeries, but would be met |!" their work ‘5 also termed silly 2. Indication that Congress has 
by theatre operators without patron by exhibs, bi es we apg Pi not rvs finally begun to recognize the full 
absorption. business to cater to the artistic souls importance of Hollywood as a major 
Tax increase is figured to cost of producers. a i factor in promoting the nation’s for- 
local exhibs about $100,000 annually Fo contradict such | eories, exhibs | eign trade and in creating good will 
but theatremen think that would point to RKO's Notorious” aS a! sproad for this country. 
be iess than loss of business on ad- | sLory that aay told within a decent 3. Testimony that the film indus- 
mission hike. Meanwhile, elsewhere, playing —— ; Even with a try is finally seeking to patrol its 
resistance to any form of upped wucge and = star sone - Cary exports to the world markets to pre 
prices is showing up in_ private GEORt Sn EngriG Sorgen, te pee- vent films which will cause adverse 


ture only 101 minutes because 
of judicious editing. Result was that 
it was able to hang up a new gross 
mark at the Music Hall in itssecond| Milliken’s stand on no tarifl 
| week, Paramount's “Blue Skies,” | hers by this 


, : : , runs 
rations by circuit against { 
opening their theatres to roadshows 
feature by jacked admissions. Un- 
derstood that the David O. Selznick 


organization, peddling “Duel in the 


decla men o the U. S. 


abroad. 


reactions from being 


screened 


ba) 


country won support 


ede? : ; running 104 minutes, also garnered | from Nathan G. Golden, motion pic- 
Sunn” at $1.80 - $2.40 prices, has met : ies a ‘e consultant f the Department 

3 pe |the proper iurnover at the Broad- | ture consu tant for the epartmen 
considerable exhib opposition, i}way Paramount, establishing new of Commerce: and Winthrop Browne, 








head of the Commercial Policy Divi- 
sion of the State Department, both 
Compared to these are “Best Years | of whom were among the witnesses. 
of Our Lives,’ “Razor's Edge’ and| Asked about reciprocity against 
“Jolson Story.” Latter was just | countries with high trade barriers, 
,;enough past the two-hour mark to | Browne pointed out: 
to have slowed the turnover and| “That would mean drastic control 
}cut into the weekly intake during its | in the U. S. and would seriously re- 
Music Hall run. strict the rights of American indus- 


eoeutenanenns 


UA Roadshows | 


Continued from page 4 Same | 


s | highs for the theatre in its first and 
second weeks. 





personalities, both in classical and | 
pop fields, will require a lot of spe- 
cial handling. It will be along the | 


line of the treatment UA is giving | Most sales chiefs concur with ex- try. The rights to send abroad 
‘Henry V,” Sears stated, “but not /hibs on their arguments but find | whatever our industry wanted to 
ao extreme. |themselves stymied by the produc- |send would be curbed. Our im- 


He also disclosed that the recently- |tion staffs, over which they have 
inked pact with Enterprise, which | little or no control. One last sug- 
provides for delivery of six films, | gestion they offer is for the exhib 
prohibits more than one of the six | i to play the longies for 


porters would be told what foreign 
pictures they could import. 
would be something the State De- 











This 




















Film Reviews 
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| Murder in Reverse 


derer now be tried and sentenced 
over again’ On this questioning note 
ithe pic fades out. 

| In the lead role of the stevedore 
| unjustly accused of murder, William 
| Hartnell runs the gamut from help- 
| less indignation to cold vindictive- 
} ness in a solid portrayal Bou- 
lcher, as his wife who set the stage 
| for the circumstantial trap by two- 
timing him with another man, scores 
heavily as she downhill from 


Chili 


goes 


| being a dissatisfied wife to a decayed 
ltvollop. Light romantic interest is 
furnished nicely by Jimmy Hanley, 
reporter, and Dinah Sheridan, the 
boss’ daughter. Rest of the cast pen 
form with uniform competence 

i Tight direction and editing keep 
ithe film rolling at a fast clip through- 


out, Photography is well-lighted and 


—- the heartless treatment 


| But these folks, who 


| 


j 


|} may become a 


sharp and a good musical score lends | 
to the general positive effect. Herm 
' : ° 
Stars Over Texas 
(SONGS) 
| PRC elease « Rebert Emmett Pansey 
ade rt nas) duction ‘ DD 
| ey Stars Kddie Deat featu bt ‘ 
I y Patt on, Lee Benne 7 
eeny } ' 
i ! 1) lial 1 
‘ ‘ ] Hla 
I st 11 \\ ' 
1 } wr NX 8) ; it ! ' 
" oF] MINS 
I i Dean ee 1» 
= } He \ 
! ! wrence ! ! s 
\ Kher j } 
1 | é } 
\ ! \I 
iN I | (is 
3) Fe ara re se ee e- | 
Duges eecccccetocees Ml I 
Pwo Borns sissces ° Carl M ‘ 
Iu SI h | ! 
su bho ri 


a moderately divert 
“Stars Over Te xas” iS 
PRC's Eddie Dean 
probably satisfy most 
saddle song sagas in 
formula story and 
‘hree Which Dean 
add to the pic’ 


Shaping up as 
neg oatuner 
an okay entry in 
eries and will 
devotees of 
spite of a 
acting ’ 
cleffed, 
ment \ 

Dealin 
12g ol 
Jack 
erts’ 
Roscoe 
cover 
riving at 
of cattle 


SO-s0 
OoOngs, 
entertaln- 
alues 

ith thie nebariou ( y) 
neighboring ranch 
O'Shea who covets Lee Rob- 
overnment contract, Dean 
Ates and Lee Bennett dis- 
something’s amiss when ar- 
Roberts’ ranch with a herd 
Plenty of badly aimed 
lead bites the air through the en- 
suing reelage before O'Shea and his 
cohorts are brought to justice 

Dean, Ates and Bennett (who 
a dual role) handle their thesping 
chores in creditable fashion while 
ingenue Shirley Patterson’s chief 
talent lies in her appealing chassis 
Title tune, “Stars Over Texas,” 
“Sands of the Old Rio Grande” and 
“Fifteen Hundred and One Miles of | 
Heaven” are better than average 
stirrup songs. Producer-Director 
Robert Emmett Tansey handled the 
reins on this low budgeter with 
finesse while other technical credits 
are standard. 





Great Expectations 
(BRITISH-MADE) 
London Dec. 11. 


OWnher, 


has 


| Plenty 


| expectations. 








of th e 


hero by the callous girl he loves. 


should arouse 
are just illustrations 
but non-sentimental 
This is true also of 


deep feeling, 
to a correct 
Dickens recital, 
the humor. 
With the exception of 
and Alec Guinness, only 
ary characters ar 
Valerie Hobson, whose beauty jc not 
captured by the camera, fails to 
bring Estella to life, and young Jean 
Simmons, who plays the 
virl, is adequately heartless, An. 
thony Wager, makin. his film debut 
plays well enough. Capital per- 
formances come _ from 
Sullivan, repeating the 
gers he played in Universal's 1934 
version, Ivor Barnard, Bernard 
Mites and Finlay Currie. 
This adaption tells how 
befriends an escaped 
recaptured and 
tralia? leaves 


John Mills 
the Second. 


e entirely credible 


role as a 


Francis t. 


role of Jag 


young Pip 
COnVicT, who, 
transported to Aus- 
Pip a fortune so he 
gentleman with great 
Pip believes the unex- 


pected fortune originated with the 
eccentric Miss Havisham at whose 
house he has met Estella the girl 
he loves. Years pass, and the ex. 
convict, returning to see if Pip has 
prospered, is recognized by ; old 
enemy, Pip tries to smuggle 
out of the country and in the re- 
sulting chase the ex-convict is 
fatally hurt. Before he dies he 
learns from Pip that the daughtei 
he thought lost is Estella. Pip’s ill- 
ness follows. Then there’s the usual 
love finale Cane 
Heldorade 
(SONGS) 
Hollywood Dec 23 
i I | \ 
~ nt i ‘ . 
‘ tt 1? } | t ‘ i 
\\ " \W ne Ovieit Gere 
‘ ‘ ht Jul ‘ 
\\ n l fe } 
Den D " ! ! ' 
les ©) 1 ‘ 
46. Runn 70 MINS 
! Rope 
\ Wi | i 
Raa 1) i ns 
\V \\ I) ol ! 1H ey 
Alex Bux } \ l 
lol he Rais 
i Dcedin Naniiieeh hel 1" ys 
Hel ‘ 
Ch ‘ \ ense 
} } Sie\ve i ! 
1 ke j ‘ 1) e ¢) De 
I nee ! \I " 
lua ‘ \\ ~ 
Shooting Ga V Att@ine ! t ai 
Bob Noland ' 
Republic makes use of annual Hel- 
dorado Week in Las Vewus as back- 


ground for another sleuthing chore 
by Roy Rogers. Film measures up to 
usual excellence of Cowpoke’s series, 
flaunting extra production values, 
tunes and action to keep his large 
following in the saddle until finale, 
footage of Heldorado cele- 


| bration and Las Vegas plugs should 


please this western hot spot’s Cham- 


| ber of Commerce. 
Roger vocals four tunes but still 
finds time to romance lightly with 


| through 


! 


| Purple Sage, Eves of Blue” by 


J. White 


Dale Evans and 
of black market 


hunt down a gang 
racketeers who are 
trying to unload their bankrolls 
gambling houses’ without 
paying Uncle Sam his customary in- 
come tax. Parade and rodeo give 
Rogers’ fave nag, Trigger, opportu- 
nity to show off education for kiddie 
pleasure. These spots also permit 
good introduction of songs without 
slowing action. Miss Evans joins 
Rogers in “Good Neighbor,” written 
by Jack Elliott. Sons of Pioneers 
and Rogers work over the title num- 
ber, also “My Saddle Pals and IL’ by 
Rogers. Roger solos “Silver Stars, 
Den- 


ver Darling. All are effective for 
western setting. 

Miss Evans is the rich girl who 
gets in Rogers’ hair while he is try- 


ing to fasten bill-passing and murder 
on Paul Harvey. As amateur sleuth, 
Miss Evans keeps Rogers on the 
rescue continually and spots some 
chuckles. Dialoging is modern and 
occasionally slick in script and Wil- 
liam Witney'’s direction is actionful 
to mesh all elements in the Edward 
production. Lensing by 
Bradford is expert for its 
job and editing is tight 


William 
outdoor 





New Foreign Film 


(Unlikely for Anglo-U.S. Market) 








“Unter 
Bridges” 
of Terra 
Schrot, 


den Broecken” (‘Under the 
(GERMAN). UFA Film release 
Film produetion;: stars Hannelore 
Carl Raddatz feriures dius v 
Knuth, Ursula Grabley, Erich Dunskus. FH. 
Helsig: directed hy Helmuth 
reenplay hy Kautner cnmera, Teer 
Neng Ait Grand, Stor Running rit 


‘ 
112 MENS 


Keutner. 
dite 


khholm. 


_-- = 


during the last 
film has been 


Made in Germany 
year of the war, this 
distributed free by the Allied con- 
trol commission. It's the first time 
a German picture has had its werld 


preem in Sweden, This is a senti- 
mental love story of river workers 
; hear Berlin. Good acting and fine 
direction of Helmuth Kautner hint 
| good boxoffice fog many markets 
though okay only? for arty U. 5. 
spots. Scripting and lensing are in 


extra time, | partment would want to consider General Film Distributors’ release of Cine- 
pose ag" a Harry senate por forse oa 4 gett up — runs | seriously, whether we wish to im- RN he preder: ion st a John Mills, Valevi« 
duction. The one is “Ramrod,” Joel | what they lose in daily turnover. ania: seit - whole | obser: features Bernard Miles, Francis 1, 
McCrea-starrer, which will be UA’s Exhibs aver they've earned omen phil Foo sn _ ee ee eaten te "David conte, “‘Adapied bi ‘Davia 
first Ent release. He said he ex- perience, however, that the progres- if anne Lean, Ronald Neaime from Charl Dictrens 
pected the other five all to be de- sive decrease in grosses racked up — theatte, Eamon, Bec, ter ‘sa ‘teen 
livered during 1947, ‘by a picture the longer it plays, icine, 18 MINS! a ee 
15 Films Ready | generally means they'll be better off Pix Probe | SDs nts ssterssasenes = Hohn Mills 
we wilt bees on bend th com if they book in a new picture fol- | : | - = a aad el ! wor he : 
Sinted tetadaniaks ty Daeck 1 | lowing the first ones usual run, | Continued from page 3 == meee ants kemne } ! I. Sul n 
and will release them at the rate | rather than try to milk the original |}tory upon the industry, but as such | Miss Havist Wsceeuiavences Mat is Bees 
of two each five weeks, Sears said. for extended time |eould forestall a bushel of trouble | +4 1 , ichiaa ses lcate - ee hel est 
In addition, it will sandwich be- | for both distribs and the Govern- | Herbert Pocket............. nyt Suhaaian 
tween them pix from Buddy Rogers- HARRY ARTHUR, OTHERS ment. Frequently, officials say, a| Aad Woes se cs saeeeeeenees Iver Barnard 
Ralph Cohn’s Comet unit, the Hal \few minor changes in the film can! Benilev hoa... recite tneee 
Roach streanslined comedies and NAMED IN 6006 SUIT make it acceptable to a country : Hele Pumblechook.....ee0.+. 5.1 Petrie 
Hopalong Cassidy westerns. where, unchanged, the pic stirs up Scaake Bock meaeine ee 
Large number of film finished | St. Louis, Dee. 23. | resentment among both the patrons | ; : 
and shipped east before March 1 is| Harry C. Arthur, Jr., his brothers! and local government biggies. Cineguild has earned an enviable 
because the California personal | and associates and 10 film distribu- Motion Picture Assn. however, reputation for its product, and ‘this 
property tax nick applies that date. | tors were named defendants last has been adamant om self-regulation screen version of Charles Dickens’ 
Negatives within the state at that | week in a $600,000 anti-trust suit filed and has argued that submitting films) "0Vel should equal in artistry the 
time are taxable as personal prop- | by Martin W. D'Arcy, a deputy col- to State officials is only a step away company’s “Brief Encounter” and it 
erty. lector in the field division of the local! from compulsory conforming with me take its place alongside the 
UA exee declared that as result | collector's office, following his dis- | Government strictures on what can | pede Bridish pictures now being | 
of the recent trip which took all of | astrous experience as an exhibitor.| be exported and what can't. xecs No Dic <? ry hs ns ‘ 
the company’s top sales and publi- | Charging that the defendants “com- point . the example of + stage is cee Gn nese . = 
| we ‘ \ ‘ i ; s, Ss may help 
city-advertising personnel to the | bined and conspired” to prevent him! bomb treatise, “The Beginning of | “Expectations” at the boxoffice. 
Coast to view forthcoming films, | from obtaining suitable films while the End.” as to how manv difficul- Oniy rabid Dickensians will find 
company will never hold “another | he was operating the Shubert thea- | ties can arise when the Government | {#U!t with the present adaptation, 
sales convention as sales conventions | tre, in midtown, D’Arcy’s petition! gets into the act. | and paradoxically only lovers of 
have been held in the past.’ He stated that he lost $200,000 and is State officiais. on the other hand. | ne ae Pan P derive = maximum 
said that the usual type of conren- | secking treble damages under the have been grousing for months be- : ogg le gag Mew ve Pad one 
tion was devised 25 years ago for a restraint of trade provisions of the cause. they say, they've been on the, bally will be seeded. Guia a te 
qifferent-type industry. Sales and | anti-trust laws, ,receiving end of beefs from foreign | Will amount to much in U 
publicity people now will only get , é " govertiments on the films bracketed To condense the novel into a two- 
ether when company has pic- | Appeal Pledges Zoom for overseas consumption. Pix of | hour picture meant sacrificing many 
tures to show, he declared, and it Hollywood, Dec. 24. gangsterism and violence, played in| 70! characters. The period and 
wont hold these meets unless it has Pledges for the current Annual war-devastated Europe, threaten to} ge od vividly brought to life. | 
product ready for screening. United Appeal campai are 34¢ blow up the powder keg r setti | Sut so particular have the produc. 
“ pale “psi , PI paign are 34% k powder keg by setting! ers been to avoid offending any 
If an exhibitor doesn't buy a pic- ahead of the sum contributed at a lawless examples io restless peoples, | Dickensian and every character is 
ture now until he sees it,” Sears | comparable stage of the drive last is the charge. And as a result of the | drawn so precise that many of them 
asked, “why expect a salesman ,° year, | Government-film industry contre-{| are puppets. 
fell it before he has seen it?” Dis- To date the campaign committee temps, the bureaucrats have been That's the great fault of the film. | 
trib chief stated UA will hold dis- |reports 7,530 donors contributing hinting darkly fer a considerable | It is beautifu) but lacks heart. It 
trict and division sales meets in the | $374,579 Paramount studio em- period that moves are on foot to) Yokes admiration but no feeling. It 
Same way, when blocks of pictures ployes are in the lead with 1.893 hamstring Hollywood and_= erase! dane d nave ween nice to obtain 
are ready for viewing. , donations for a total of $102,200 abuses. _ , hea? ee? poaeee seats ene tragedy 
,<00, | . }ot the noble-hearted Magwitch or 


keeping with film’s 
duction values, 


top drawer p'e- 
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We can make this flat statement 
| based on performance: 











ONLY A HANDFUL OF PICTURES 
Toe a eine OF THE 




















Opening Christmas, 
New Year’s Eve or New Year’s Day 








Mayfair, Asbury Park * Rialto, Atlanta * Hippodrome, Baltimore * Apollo, Chicago * Durfee, Fall River 
Palace, Huntington, W. Va. * Loew’s, Jersey City * Kingston, Kingston, N. Y. * Capitol, Lincoln, Town 
and Cameo, Miami * Community, Morristown, N. J. * Loew’s State, Newark, N. J. * New Arcade, 
Newark, Ohio * State, New Bedford * Opera House, New Brunswick * Home and Knob Hill, Oklahoma 
City * Hiehle, Parkersburg, W. Va. * Majestic, Perth Amboy * Union Square, Pittsfield, Mass. * Strand, 
Portland, Me. * Bijou, Springfield, Mass. * Palace, Stamford * Newport and Colley, Norfolk, Va. 
Commodere, Portsmouth, Va. * Senate, Springfield, Ill. ° and a Gala New Year’s Eve showing 
in 23 key theatres of the Interstate Circuit with regular run later . . . and the list growing hourly! 

















SyMelA| 


| ams] 
: E: 




















26 PICTURES 


VARIETY 





2 Steffes Houses: 


Minneapolis 
Amus Co (Para 
Berger Ted 
lattel 
are rep yrted 
fo two theatre 


Stette They 


la 
Bennie 


two 


neso 
ana 
dent 


the inaepel 


wwners to e 


prope 


,OO0 cl 


to Eagle-Lion 
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Joe Minsky 
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elected 
20t! -Fox Cr- 


presi- 


Hart Abbott reelected presici 
307. IATSE Other office 
included Abbott Ol 
Horace Johns, b 
Abrams, 
William 


are | 


) dent: 
recording 
Friedman, 


Josenh 
secretary, and 


branch 
Epstein 
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WHITE FOX CAPE 





$1,600. Sacrifice 


| Mrs. N. B. Johnson 
1400 Lake Shore Dr., 
Deloware 3649 


Knee length, 44 inches, beautiful; value 
Worn twice 


Chicago, Il. | 
| 

















New York Theatres 





# 
The Razors Ldge 


20th Century-Fox 


and Great. Ntage Trevne! 
ROXY 7th Ave. & 50th St. 


‘PALACE 


OT) 
WALT DISNEY S 


SONG: SOUTH 


ECA WIC OE OR 
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RADIO CITY MUSIC HALL 


Recke eller Cefiier 


“TILL THE CLOUDS ROLL BY” 
JUDY GARLAND ® VAN JOHNSON 


JUNE ALLYSON ©® ROBERT WALKER 
aud MANY OTHER STARS 

Te hniceter An M-G-M Picture 
GREAT CHRISTMAS STAGE SHOW 














Dee. 26) EN PRESON 
SCREEN 


hatharine 
HEPBLEN 


Johnuy 
MORGAN 


| 
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! . 
' Radia's Newest 


Come 
Rebert | 
‘ PAVLOK | EXTRA’ 
tobi. MITCHUM Seng Styles by 
143-M YVETTE 
‘Undercurrent’ Pius Others 
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CAPITOL =. 5 
Clovderte COLBERT 
Walter PIDGEON 
Jone ALLYSON 
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The Secret Heart 
JAMES MASON 


MARGARET 


LOCKWOOD 


Fe fel, 
PATRICIA ROC - log 3 
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WINTER ¢ GARDEN sway at som 


OPEN 9:00 A.M. TO 3:00 A.M. 
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Minn. Amus., Berger, Manns Bid For. 














Wednesday, December 25, 1946 











The Gimmick? 


































































































| 
ot oe -DOS- UA Duel Starts L | 
| Graves to Cairo” apparently S aw ul ts | 
| stems from the part played by a Continued from page 4 S———__ 
W Anne Baxter as Mouche, cham- 5 
Other Xe ange e S | ‘ ’ +) have never asked that the suit be which the Chaplin suit. is ——— 
nes ae eee See ee listed for trial because depositions | are radically different, attorneys id 
as sales manager, assuming a newly oe Sees Mouche, origi- i taken from Sir Alexander Korda and | mit. In those instances the loan. 
created post. J. J. MeFadden takes { nally from France, intrigues with | Edward C. Raftery about six months) outs and story transfers were mo ‘ 
ove e city Salesmanship; Marvin] = Pig Marshall Rommel, tem- ago knocked the props from under in keeping with industry mractice 
rn aASSIImNe len wn an | . i + he . Arent. ny at ) “ray ick’e : } ar 3 4: 
—— wy i] oe reaghaber Wil. porarily quartered at the North it. Chaplin adherents deny that. and Selznick’s profit-participatio, f 
) t ‘ erritories, ant i . ‘ v¢ e “naan . A 
en Adle yecomeE Wilkes-Barre African hostelrv. and several of | On the interpretsvion of what is @2Y, Was a “reasonable percentave. 
' taflY to win the relea of contained in those depositions,.as a One of the points made in S, 
f ‘ ‘ 1 Nazi pi yner-of itter of fact. hinges prett nuch lick planned suit agai: 
‘ () a ¢ the whole cast of UA c » I the compat Wat 
IATSE. O \ Dep l onta ony ith the $200.000 it wa 
has ‘ B " " eek ) ( 1} » advance towar¢ ro 
( “ Ki uit D ! Ra is UA p The Paradine Case } 
4 2 IK e i pa e oO elore the il ra Tha 
\ ‘ ae UA oO nal agreen 
> i ) Tti¢ ly ch 
Gluck and Hudson at Park Ave ° 
" i } ead 0.000) towa 
; Ave theat ich | ; = Right to oan and Borrow of his first four films. He i 
on ‘ Somes Walter Reade . moO mn According o the Se ri ite t $300,000 when he signed the c 
is Da . Jo n EF. Huds ee depositions clearly proved that thi “nes — 000° = ; Sines ‘ 
: —r rare Av ny = | producer had the right to loan out a oo " prt ba . pape fis 
l reratio ) preemlt otal é ' ; é : opelibound and “Duel in the S ° 
: sitio | plavers, writers and directors—as Bes 

, o Heave yy. A Ran! Cairo’ Insult Alig é *That would leave $200,000 = 
Ry 1 roadshow basis. with price the industry custom when they are ond “Sane * 

ced $1.80-$2.40. Gluck for past Continued from page aad on salary and their home studio ““™ a 
12 with Skouras Theatres . " 1 t} has no immediate use for them Chaplin and Miss Pickford d 0 
1 vitchin from the Wit o French womanhood an tine Likewise. they sav Selznick was Plan to protest attendanc: e 

] “eae a = t plication inreaten ‘ 4 . : a . 
{ ( aint UPerare \ rt three directors representit 
‘ wal export 
nick at future meetings of 

W-K Stage Policy for 2 Houses . . . = t the ( e to if 1) 

— ; ed exc re UA Continues Selling ’Em 4.6 ejected for a period of | 

Wilbv-Kincey’s City Manager Bob |tions with the press. The revised Having received no instru theoretically serve regardl 
Talbert hea announced stage policy ittitude seen the outcome of the tion to the contrary fron changes it tockholdei I TIT 
for Carolina and State. Latter will allegedly dictatorial attitude of the board of directors or its legal when Selznick is officially out. the 
cor ( { traight vaude while | te ucally exp bu One a battery, United Artists will con- number: of director might 
( arolina - wil rouse legite1 th | tactless Pa fla —s A aba Bec tinue to sell the Selznick fil: changed However. in view of Se 

Voice of Turtle to start season raaio as a negra , ig wan .* , | now in release, Grad Sears, \ p. nick's statement announcing | 

’ . . ‘ 4s “Area , Te ver ] >» the rigve ; ns ¢ » * 

W. F. Griffin; until recently USO ‘to ventilate the grudge against ir | in charge of distribution. stated it appears likely xis director r 
manaver here. returned to Vienna, jis explained on grounds that radio | lest week [A bes « Conatiler. ae " UA pe 
Ga.. where he owns and operates here, being noncommercial, is im- | able number of contts t r » be ee ee ao ag tae tt 
? < ; ~ acts > S ‘a > ac lore “eke ‘I » 
Vien theatre mune from retaliation through any ; ; ince he declared he “we uld ha , 

played off on the four pix deliv- no further dealings with United 
advertising budget cut ered by Selznick prior to his re N | a 
( ne ‘K ( ( Ss ae “tists 1c { ( rie 
Stickelmaier Upped by B&K Ai the cocktail partv thrown by é . F Artis us sede lary Pickford or Charl 
; Sha po cent break with UA Chaplin 
’ C hicago. Par tf Rav Milland, Michelle Nico- Films are “Since You Went ‘ “= 

Long-delayed organizational switch, | lai, femme columnist, had an argu- | Away.” “I'll Be Seeing You.” | 

caused by death of Jules Rubens} ment with I. Lapinere. head of Par | nein. +. 9 z sy ; 
: . ' oa ’ . “t “Spellbound” and the reissue of M h ll G ? 

more than a year ago, was made}, alle Sead?) iad a : + ‘ ; t t 
zn ‘ = . —_ oe eee public relat ons here, claiming he | “Rebecca ars a ran S$ S 
tas V KR oll ; a ‘ wr ~ | interfered with her interviewing the | —————E -_ = —— 9° 
Theatres. of which Rubens was gen- | nie Hollywood, Dec. 23 
eral manager. New setup puts Henry | ***" eee ' eae 

: vranted the rig abz S ries S : ‘to be made by Mar- 
C. Stickelmaier, former assistant to), : ye ited the right to abandon stori« First picture to be aae VD ‘ 
tubens. in charge of Northern dis- also in line with industry custom. | shall Grant and Associates, new 
trict of Illinois and Toledo, Ohio s Phat Selznick yeesaied agreements | indie producing company will be 
David B. Wallerstein. forme! dis- ve 7nic "s all pertaining to loanouts and story |. ’ : a ; i 
trict manager of a group of B&K abandonment is the kernel of the Domino Parlor,” dealing with the 
houses in Chicago and Indiana, be- ae Continued from page UA suit gambling racket among the yokels 

on livision manag r central a oo 1 ‘ a 
*e ‘y ' ia Ilinoi: “di = t He breached his contract by selling pic- Chaplin and Pickford maintai Abe Lastfovel of the W an 
aid ) I > st tLe , +} Serbs > : > . rye 
continues supervision of Indiana ture package deals to RKO. that Selznick went far beyond the Morris office, is negotiating for a 
theatre Statement by Vanguard issued just tandard sg oes tag tices In ar- release outlet 

before the suits were filed said t AINE ments 1 mac e with RKO. 
—— . Sel a had F They say he didn't turn over meredy (o —"—— — . - 
Mr. Selznick ha - ia enousn Of a story for which he thought he'd 
Pigele f . e ¥ ‘ ns. sw re ‘o 2 | 
I a C ope peripheores have no use himself. in the case | 
in United Artists affairs: that neither | 4¢ “Notor nn Pe 
} I ious instance { <4: . 
lof them had contributed anything Serrees, SUF ineenet bu . Mr. Exhibitor: Investigate 
aan os __|g} Of ‘ ' > completed script, the star. the di- ‘ é A 
}of an appreciable value to the com rector and the producer. What mone Filmack s NEW Prevue Trail- 
for sever: rears; at he hs . ie? . Bie 
; pany for seve ral years; that he had | qoes any executiv— producer ever er Service before signing ony 
Dennis MORGAN lhad enough of the damage and an- contribute to a picture. they ask | “ e 
k navance caused by their harassment eels al » they ask, trailer contracts. Write, wire 
Jac CARSON ‘ re cos 4 i furtl * except perhaps some supervision, or hone Film k 1327 S 
. . . ! at by ave n rther , 2, x 
Janis Paige © Martha Vickers * ey ae ties ‘ Arti “e _ a vhich Selznick also gave. In re- P abies 
- in Warner Bros. Hit Pick Pane ah “ag ke: . ar sy ‘turn, they say, he got 50% of the Wabash, Chicago 5, iil. and 
The Time, the Place and Ke we on ‘ _ = rege , Ps ru- profits, which is more than a reason- | eive full details. 
the Girl" ar ‘ ye ine sitade ” 7 od ry tre able interest in an abandoned story. 
relation affairs of Unite t- : ' . 
In Technicolor Sprayer Sp ng a k The dealings with 20th-Fox—on 
In Person ists except On a legal basis. And that 
Vaughn MONROE | he was proceeding rapidly with a re- -_ 
AND HIS ORCHESTRA leasing organization without having it 
Pius to cope with such interference. It | 3 
A BIG STAGE REVUE was stated that attorneys for the 

Broadway at 47th Street STRAND | company (Vanguard) immediately 
| | would file two.actions for damages = 
| me growing out of the recent contro- 
| | versy between the David O. Selznick 
JOAN JOHN production unit, Vanguard Films, on | : 

CRAWFORD © GARFIELD] the one hand and Mary Pickford é 

in the New Warner Achievement and Charles Chaplin on the other. 3 
if 4 “ul “One of these actions will be filed : 
HUMORESQUE against Charles Chaplin, Mary Pick- 2 
ford and the Pickford corporation Ses 

OSCAR LEVANT for damages of approximately $6,- f 4 

J. CARROL NASH 000.000. The essence of this action gis 

Directed by Jean Nezulesco will be that they maliciously con- ‘ 

Ne F. yey by Jerry Wald ispired to deprive the Selznick com- ae 
She od by HOLLYWOOD pany of a distribution agreement 

s vee executed in October, 1942, for selfish Fert 

purposes of their own which will be <3 

revealed | 3 

” ° on % 
Great as drama, lively and lovely The second action seeking dam- 
” ages probably in excess of $7,000,- : 

as comedy’ — sun f $7,000,- | : 

7 varaut . 1000 will be against United Artists | bd 

| ate B KS | \ ars Corp., of which Vanguard, Chaplin $ 
: e4 and Pickford are each one - third ; 
of Our [ Aven owners. This action will have to do 

“ee also with the distribution contract, } 

SWAY and. i will al te . 7 P , : 
—— AS I O ase wd will also claim deliberate and r¢ L. a raf if 2 
wilful mishandling of Selznick pro- here § only One on arleton 5 
| aie ductions including the sale of Wi . “i 
Sa weaker product on the strength of | ithin its blockfront of ocean Sg 
presents Now! Selznick pictures privacy—40th to 4ist Streets ~ ae 
C D's oon , . , 

-. JOHN FORD A RIVOLI The Vanguard statement also says Swimming Pool . Sun Club. Cabanas. 
mW \' DARLING that both Pickford and Chaplin ac- ; 
wey ot 49thSH tions over a period of two years £ 

CLEMENTINE Doors Open against the Selznick interests have i 

ms 9:30 AM. been strongly resisted by the com- 3 
( ryar-to pany (UA) which repeatedly stated : 
, the necessity of retaining the high ; 
, Quality and high grossing Selznick MIAMI BEACH 
‘D ’ product. The management of United 
uel’ In Dual Stands ‘ee | | 4 
Holivw d. Dec. 23 Al tists repeatediyv advised Pickford. Jack Parker. Manager 

dicen om OHywood, Lec — Chaplin and their representatives | 
‘a ogue — theatre on Hollywood | that there was not merit whatsoever | 

oulevard to be the second local | j; weir Cl: . : , é 

i ) their claims that Selznick had 
shewenns for “Sect in ts Oum” a ae nick h Reservations Invited + » » Walter Jacobs 
* ;violated their contract by turning 
opening Dec, 31 on a roadshow pol-' over to 20th-Fox and RKO stories | 
cy. at two-a-day and reserved seats ,and = scripts which Selznick had | 
ior an indefinite run. | a] : . - Mie - . ie tall : 

Foi drae oh abandoned as provided for in his Summertime”, Lake Tarleton Club, Pike, New Hampshire 
a ; an, first house named for distribution agreement because he 
he showings, will hold the flm/ did not think them up to his stand- 
only two weeks. | ard.” fits 
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| Sreri in Wholesale Switchover 
Of Fort Industry Stations to CBS? 


Detroit, Dec. 23 


+ 
Return to the CBS fold of WWVA, 


the George Storer 50,000-watt sta- 
tion in Wheeling after a five-year 
ABC network identification, 1s be- 


lieved to be only the prelude to one 
of the major affiliation reshufflings 
jn recent years W hich is expected to 
involve at least two other Storer 
(Fort Industry Co.) stations. 
Although CBS is being quite mum 
about the subject, from authorita- 
tive sources comes word that Storer 
jis getting ready to make a whole- 
e switchover to CBS, pulling both 
Atlanta and Miami stations 
from their ABC affiliations. 
Meanwhile the projected moves 
e occasioning considerable anxiety 
of the networks, particu- 
which not only takes a 


sal 
his 


away 


on the part 
larly ABC, 
beating on the 
CBS. but looks to be on the 
end of the remaining Storer 
realignments. 
CBS would 
plum to cop 
Atlanta station 
M outlet, 
watts. 
what the contributing factors 

have been in sparking Storer’s 
change of heart about ABC and re- 
aligning himself with CBS is cur- 
rently the talk of industry specula- 
tion. It’s said that Storer became 
peeved at ABC when the latter took 
on the WCAE, Pittsburgh, affiliation, 
esulting in an overlapping of the 
WWVA market which serves more 
than 500,000 radio families in the 
W. Va.-Pennsylvania-Ohio coal, iron 
and steel belt. 

WWVA returns to the 
next June 15 It 
ABC in May, 1941 


Y&R Production 


station 


consider it a choice 
both the 5,000-watt 
as well as Storer’s 


CBS chain 


switched over to 





WWVA switchback to | 
losing | 





Louis G. Cowan 


discusses 


Future of Daytime 
Radio 
* * = “ 


on editorial feature 
in the forthcoming 


41st Anniversary Number 
of 


VARIETY 


(Out Soon) 











Flock of Shifts In 


which is going to 50,000 


|; one 


Setup Revamped. 


Young & Rubicam has revamped 
its setup on a number of top shows 
handled by the agency, coincident 
with the upping last week of Joe 
Moran to the post of veepee. Moran 
had been one of the agenc y's pro- 
#Tam managers and, with his promo- 
tion, the other changes went into 
effect. 

Hobe Morrison 
program manager for 
sponsored “Vox Pop,” 
Henry given the 
ment on the show. 
producing the 
“House Party” 


been made 
the Lipton- 
with Charles 
producer assign- 
Latter had been 
General’ Electric 


has 


giving up. Henry will join the “Vox 
Pop” troupe in Chicago after its 
Dec. 31 broadcast, and will then tour 


with the show on its swing for the 
next few weeks, which will include 
airings from Denver, Seattle. Mon- 
terey and Long Beach 

Bob Weenolsen takes over as pro- 
fram manager for the Ginny Simms 
show for Borden's. Ed Downes be- 


comes producer of the revived “Me- 
an and His Mouse” show. former 
istol-Myers sponsored NBC sum- 


(Continued on page 32) 


ABC Orders 2 Musical 


Sustainers to Yank New 


Pops in ‘Payola’ Probe 


ABC network last 
the elimination of all 
from two of its sust 
When officials 
beeted, that 


week ordered 
popular songs 
aining programs 
determined, or sus- 
Hine the + somewhere along the 
. nusic betsiness’ payola evil 
Beactie we its ugly head too high. 
ol VMat Occurred is not too 

ar, and all concerned are only vol- 


ur 
unteering info, but it seems that it | 
as 
i «Oh ate that certain music 
Ulishers were influencing the se- 


ection of pops for the 
Melody” and “Tea and 
shows. 
Rather than create an 
one ordered that 
€ period the 
Must use musie for 
ments h 
ee including standards, 
POPs can be scheduled. 


“Fantasy in 
Crumpets” 


explosion, 
for an in- 
show's producers 
which 


etc, 


| Thompson, 


on CBS which GE is | 
Sunday afternoon 


arrange- | 
ad been written for past pro- | 

aA 
ave) 


CBS Prod. Dept.; 
Langham Vamps 


CBS department ap- 
pears to be going through a drastic 
upheaval of 


resignations, 


production 


sorts, sparked by six 
including that of Roy 
assistant to Davidson Tay- 
lor, veepee and director of programs, 
and formerly director of network 
operations, Langham had been with 
the network for 12 years. At least 
of the resignations stems from 
a clash in personalities within the 
programming - production  depart- 
ment. Other resignations are re- 
ported as fairly imminent. 

In addition to Langham, whose fu- 
ture plans are still not set, Marx 
Loeb, Richard Sanville ane Clint 
Johnson, network directors, are also 
checking out. Loeb, who has been 
“off staff” since folding of “Theatre 
of Romance,” resigns to take over 
production reins on new Goodyear 
show on ABC. Sanville, who has 
been with CBS for five years, has 


Langham, 


| directed a number of Workshop and 


“Assignment Home” 
well as the Victor Jory “Vicks Mati- 
nee” show and directed a number of 
transcription programs on a free- 
lance basis. He planes out to the 
Coast next Monday (30) to wed D. J. 
of Pasadena, radio and 
legit actress, and he'll locate per- 
manently on the Coast. 
Johnson, who has 


programs, as 


directed the 
“Yours Sincerely” 
show on CBS, is leaving in a couple 
of weeks. He's also going to the 
Coast, to become an exec of Phoenix 
Productions, new radio package out- 
fit. Meanwhile, Werner Michel, who 
joined the web about two months 
ago, steps into Langham’s post, and 
Jack Mosman, assistant CBS director, 
has been upped to director. 

Other CBS director-producers on 
the exit list include Howard Barnes 
and Joe Gratz. 


tb 
bt 


LATE 
| REPEATS 


a3 








In recent 


months some stations | 
around the country have been mak- 
ng much of their practice of tak- 
ing network shows transcribing 
then and e-slotting them in 
late night segments, on the basis 
that it not only makes for 
better programming continuity for 
the affiliate but that principally it 
fits into a pattern for “civie better- 


juvenile delinquency?” with the re- 








Nets Deny Concerted Axing of Actors 
As AFRA Duel Reprisal; Fall-Off 


ment” peculiar to the needs of that 
community. 

It’s been particularly applicable 
|in the case of the sponsored who- | 
| dunit shows, the majority of which 
| hit the air in the early evening time 
slots The civie-bent affiliates, in 
turn, have been crying “Why ex- 
pose the youth of our community to 
these type shows -and encourage 


sultant slotting of the whodunits into | 


late nighttime segments when the 
kids are asleep. 

The practice, apparently, is be- 
| ginning to get on the nerves of 
some networks, sponsors and agen- 
cies involved, who claim that the 
whole deal is a phony and _ that 
the client is being taken for a ride. 
It's the contention of the critics of 


the affiliates who like to juggle their 
shows that the “combating of ju- 
venile delinquency” is a mere 
smoke-screen intended to conceal 
the real profit motive of the Ssta- 
tions involved; that the network 
shows are purposely relegated to a 
late-night period so that 
ate can sell the choicer mid-evening 


slot to a local sponsor. 
Agency-sponsor feeling was crys- 
talized only recently when Dancer, 


Fitzgerald & Sample, which handles 
the “Ellery Queen” program, yanked 
it off KMBC, the CBS station in 
Kansas City and instead bought a 
transcription show, “Philo Vance,” 
on the rival KCMO outlet. Move, 
obviously, isn’t resting any too well 
with CBS. which fears similar re- 
prisals from other agencies 
clients whose shows have been get- 
ting the delayed-airing treatment. 
DSF execs squawked that “Ellery” 
was being broadcast at a time which, 


in terms of Kaycee listening habit, 
is equivalent to 2 am. in New 
York. 

KMBC has a half dozen such 
shows, four of them. on Thursday 
night, slotted into late segments on | 
the station’s contention that such 
technique is a factor in reducing | 


juve delinquency 
similarly .affected are “Inner Sanc- 
tum” (Bromo-Seltzer, Young & 
Rubicam): “Suspense”. (Roma Wine, 
Biow); “Mr. Keen”, (Whitehall. 
DFS), and “Crime Photographer” 
(Anchor whiiataincsl Weintraub). 


GORDON GRAY’S KOIL EXIT 
Omaha, December 25. 
Gordon Gray. general manager of 


KOIL since 1944, this week stepped 
out of office. His duties are being 
administered by Charles Stuart of 
the Lincoln end of Central States 
Broadcasting Co. and Virgil Sharp 
of Omaha. Gray's plans are un- 


known. 


the affili- | 


Admitted, Due to 


Robert Heller 
(CBS Producer ) 


cpines on the 


**Actuality Broadcast, 
Slice-of-Life 
Technique”’ 


. * ” 





on editorial feature 
in the 
41st Anniversary Number 


of 


VARIETY 


Coming Soon 








— 


Nets Eye Reaction 
As Westinghouse 





Ups Its Rate 11%, 


Philadelphia, Dee. 23. 
Westinghouse Stations, Inc., which 
operates six major outlets, has noti- 


and | 


Other programs | 
| spokesmen, 


'ers—those already 


fied advertising agencies that it was 


upping its card rate by 11% after 
the first of the year—first large scale 
increase in time charges in recent 
years, 

Just what the reaction will be to 
the hike may have a bearing on 
what the major networks may do in 
considering a similar move in ‘47. 


The increase for 1947 would apply 
only to new advertisers, Westing- 
house officials said, 
contract— 
rates until 


under 


not liable for the new 


January, 1948. 


Any contracts made between now 
and Jan. 1 would be under the old | 
rate even if the contract doesn’t 
take effect until after the first of the 
year. 

Price hike was laid to increase in 
operating costs by Westinghouse | 





Sunday Showcase For 
‘Once Upon a Tune’ Teeoff 


The musicomedy series “Once 
Upon a Tune” detailed in last week's 
VARIETY written and composed by a 
pair of Canadians, Ray Darby and 
Morris Surdein, which are skedded 
to move into the Columbia Work- 
shop in February, will first be show- 
cased for four weeks in the Sunday 
afternoon 2:30-3 slot. starting Jan. 

Carl Beier. CBS director, will pro- 
duce the series. 


OW 





with old custom- | 














OUT SOON! 








NEW YORK 19 
154 W. 46th St. 





Forms closing shortly 


Special exploitation advantages 


Copy and space reservations may be sent to any Variety office 


HOLLYWOOD 28 
6311 Yucca St. 


The 


OF 


ARIETY 


CHICAGO 1 


Alst Anniversary Number 


Usual Advertising rates prevail 


360 N. Michican Ave. 


LONDON, W. C. 2 
8 St. Martin's Plece 


General Conditions 


New 


whisper 


York 
going 
that 


officials in 
the 


¢ Network 
deny as absurd 


the rounds among radio actors 


there is a concerted ign by 
the webs to reduce the total volume 
of actor employment. One broad- 
put it this way: “No doubt 
there is a connection between 
ing costs and fixed overhead 
cancellation of costly sustainers, 
such cancellations jeopardize 
jobs of program executives, 
tors and writers quite nuch as 
actors In any event the networks 
vould hardly bite off their own noses 
spite Henry Jaffe.” Jaffe is attor- 
ney for AFRA. e 
Actor gossip has proceeded on 
premise that the American 


Campa 


caster 
ris- 
and 
but 
the 
direc- 
as 


to 





the 
Federa- 








Call Marks 


A New York radio actor with 

statistical bent has tried to 
calculate the shrinkage of sus- 
tainer jobs in the past few 
weeks. 

He figured 225 calls per week 
had been wiped out among NBC, 
CBS, ABC and Mutual. Net ef- 
fect, of course, is to increase 
competition for remaining calls 
and the squeeze comes down 
hardest on the newcomers and 
others not ideally situated. 











tion of Radio Artists scored a 
sational victory over the webs 
that the latter were furious. 
seems to be that the webs 
many union demands that AFRA 
was just the worst threat for the 
time being. It’s said that each web 
now deals with about 50 separate 
unions, including the brand-new sec- 
cretarial-clerical union at CBS. It’s 
not the hig payroll costs alone 
that have made the webs budget- 
conscious anew, but the uncertain 
outlook for business. Too many im- 
portant national accounts are “soft” 
at the moment. 

A period of industrial peace, now 
that the John L. Lewis mess is out 


sen- 
and 
Fact 
face so 


sher 


| of the way, might reverse this trend. 


| but, as omens, Florida luxury trades 
and department stores seem both to 
be off and a period of deflationary 
adjustment seems definitely here. 
It’s probably natural enough for 
| AFRA members to relate their cur- 


jrent and relatively sudden anxieties 
|to the element of bickering between 
‘their Jeadership and business man- 


agement, but the situation isn’t that 
simple or direct. 

As reported, the fall-off in actor 
calls in New York has been notice- 
able at all the webs. CBS’ action in 
cancelling “Joe Powers of Oakville” 
five-a-week series of half hours was 
a blow not only to freelance actors 
but freelance writers as well. 


ABC CUTS 66 GALLICO 
SHOW; AUTHOR EMCEES 


| “Story—by Gallico,” half-hour dra- 

matizations of short stories by Paul 
Gallico that have appeared in lead- 
ing .magazines, have been set by 
ALS Productions, with audition 
platter of first show, “Fighter's 
Wife.” based on a Satevepost yarn, 
cut ABC Friday (20). ABC has 
a 60-day option on the series. 


by 


Gallico will act emcee on the 
series, writing the material he'll use 
to describe how he came to write 
each story. Instance is believed rare 
of a recognized shortstory writer 
appearing emcee on a program 
made up of his works. Gallico’s pre- 


as 


as 


vious air appearances have been 
only in interviews. Stories wili be 
adapted by Sheldon Stark, with 


Clark Andrews directing. 
Show will sell for about $6.000. 


GRIFFIN IN WIP BOWOUT 


Philadelphia, Dec. 23. 
Alexander M. Griffin last week 
tendered his resignation as news- 


caster for WIP to take a job with 








Trafalgar Squere 














% 


the public relations department of 
the Al Paul Lefton ad agency here. 
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Springfield Radio’s Ears Pinned Back 





For News Failure as Press Strikes On 


Springfield, Mass., Dec. 23. 
Given a golden opportunity to dis- 
tinguish themselves during the three 


months this city has been without 
daily newspapers, the local radio 
stations have missed the news boat 
by a mile of kilocycles 
hat’s the consensus in this com- 
n f 160.000 where the strike | 
) ruil i ) wainst the tout 
S ‘field papel published by 
S rmat H. Bowles has resulted in 
2 complete blackout of published 
ne Sept. 26 
Bo WMAS » CBS outlet. and 
WSPR. ABC station, have multiplied | 
ir news periods and both have | 
vo man news staffs, but the resul- 
tant erage has rarely been above 
the pedestriat level, and is often 
belo Newspapermen claim that 
the hiring of the extra men has re- 
sulted only in getting more com- 
m i into the news programs 
One five minute show has three 
rl 
Se ’ factors have contributed 
to » sad state of affairs Little 
I og I of the duty ol yppor- 
i1t confronted the stations 
is apparent to the public Radio 
men admit -zthat the extra coverage 
is only a stop gap until the papers 
resume A lack of radio news 
“know-how” has marred the efforts 
of both stations 
WMAS hi: done the better job, 
but hardly one to brag about Its 


established bureau, plus the addition 
if the locked out city editors, 
a head start. The result was 
always got most of 
the public didn’t 


Unversed Snafu 
Unversed in writing for radio, 
commercials and fouled 
up bv imported announcers whose 
knowledge of the city was too recent 
them to 


ft one 
gave it 
ha the 


station 


the new ven i 


stvmied by 


to enable pronounce cor- 
rectly the names of streets, stores, 
familiar landmarks and VIPs, the 


VMAS bureau learned slowly. 
At it is doing a topnotch 
job covering municipal affairs, but 
-it is losing friends by failing to give 


present 


careful coverage to such touchy 
items as obituaries. Its once-over- 


lightly treatment all too often leaves 
the listener asking: “Who did he say 
died?” Most flagrant example of 
bad taste is sandwiching death 
notices in the middle of basketball 
and hockey scores. 

At WSPR, the station learned 
early how to handle obituaries when 
public relations director Howard 
Keefe tuned in a news broadcast in 


time to hear that a local man had | 


been killed in a spectacular auto 
crash. It was apparent that the 
victim was a doctor from the cover- 


age of his training, etc., but nowhere | 
minutes Keefe lis- | 


during the two 


Mpls. Business Group 
Bids 8256 Against AVCO 
For 75% KSTP Control 


Minneapolis, Dec. 23 
FCC today had a second bid to 
consider for purchase of three- 
quarters interest in KSTP. A group 


of Twin City businessmen made an | 


otfer of $825,000 for 759, of the 
stock, identical with that made by 


Stanley E. Hubbard, president and 
manager of the station, who.owns 
the remaining” 25°%. 

Hubbard had revealed his pur- 
chase would be financed by Aviation 
Corp. of America, owner of Crosley 
Broadcasting Corp., in exchange for 
an option to AVCO to buy the stock 


for $1.200.000 after six months and 
within seven months of FCC 4p- 
proval. 


Twin City bidders include David 
Winton, Charles J. Winton, Jr.,. Al- 
fred D. Lindley, George Crosby, I. A. 
O'Shaughnessy. Nathaniel Bangs, 
Robert E. Albrecht, Arthur Lamp- 
land, Adolph Bremer, Jr., Truman 
Gardner, Thomas Irving, S. MacMil- 
lan Shepard, George Benz, Walter 
Rosenberry, Charles C. Cook, War- 
ren E. Burger, Hamm Brewing Co., 
Ryland S. Rothschild, William F. 
Johns, Jr., William F. Johns, Sr., 
Roland J. Faricy and Ray C. Jenkins. 


Jenkins formerly was program di- | 
Johns, Sr., former | 


rector of KSTP. 
president of WTCN, would be man- 
ager of the station if bid is ac- 
cepted, bidders said. All are promi- 
nent in business or finance here. 

Opinion here was that the Hub- 
bard-AVCO bid would have a slight 
edge in FCC consideration because 
of radio management experience of 
the combination. 


. 


| ABC's 





City to Alley 


George Sessions Perry, who | 
has authored the cycle of 22 | 
Satevepost articles dissecting | 
U. S. cities now going in for 
alleys But s got nothing to 
do with his tv series 

U Jar 7 1S t of 
Sateve! t features an article by 
Perry analyz the Alley gang 
on the Fred Allen show 





Sustainer Reports 


Called For by FCC: 


Washington, Dec. 23 

General attitude of affiliated sta- 
ions tow 1 network sustaining fea 

ture ll be shown in a breakdown 
of statisti to be submitted to FCC 

t | 1 n ( nets by Jar 3] 
Following through on a_ proposal 
first set forth in the Blue Book last 
March. FCC last week called on the | 
chains to submit info on which of | 
their affiliates carried or failed to} 
carry network shows during the| 
week Nov. 17-23 The commission | 
ilso wanted to Know in each case} 
when the network sustainer was 


used on a transcribed, delayed basis, | 
and the identity of anv non-network 


stations carrying the net shows 


FCC said that, in line with its Blue 
Book announcement last spring. this | 
information will be requested from 
the majors on a quarterly basis. This 
is the first time that the FCC has 
actually requested the reports. 

Commission told the nets here- 
after it will advise them of the sam- 


ple week on which reports are to be 
made the end of each three- 
month period. 


before 


ABC-MICH. DEAL OK, 
DURR DISSENTS AGAIN 


Washington, Dec. 23. 
FCC last week approved the final | 


step in the transfer of the King- | 
Trendle Broadcasting Co. to the| 
ABC net. This was the resale of | 


WOOD, Grand Rrapids. Mich.., 
Liberty 
000. 
Commissioner Clifford J. Durr, in} 
line with his original dissent to | 
purchase of King-Trendle | 
properties, voted for a hearing on} 
the WOOD sale. ABC had to resell | 
the station because of overlapping | 
coverage with its Chi station. WENR. 
President of Liberty is Roy C. | 
| Kelley, who heads the Wolverine | 
| Network and National Advertisers, 
}Inc., a radio sales promotion out- 
fit specializing mostly in religious 
accounts. 


to the | 
Broadcasting Co. for $850,- | 


} 


! 
‘ 


A Scott for Every Kitchen 


Alan Scott, emcee of Mutual's 
“Once Over Lightly” show. becomes 
mamma's little helper three times a 
weck, beginning Jan. 6, with a new 
show on the net, “Easy Does It,” to 
be sponsored by Contadino’s tomato 
paste. 

Deal for the show, 
Mutual's veepee in charge of sales 
Jess Barnes, came through E. L. 
Brown ad agency of Philadelphia, 


and is the first radio venture of this | 


advertiser. 

Scott will be on Mondays, Wednes- 
days and Fridays, 11:30-11:45 a.m. 
offering help to housewives and giv- 
jing home-making suggestions and 
hints. 





Niles Trammell 
(President of NBC) 


details his 
“Status Quo Defense 
Vs. the ‘Siren Calls of 
Super-Planners’ ”’ 


* * * 


an editorial feature 
of the forthcoming 


VARIETY 











| tional Labor Relations Board. Same 
| union also has to negotiate new con- | 


| aware of the pending axes say that/|or reject either the national agree- 


made by | 


a e | , 
| Chi Uses Radio Spots "phere wes general feeling that the | 


41st Anniversary Number || 


In the face of a generally mild 


the last ratings released. 





Of 29 mystery programs slotted 


| half. 
Hooper book preceding the curren 





Hoop Hop of the Whodunits 


seasonal Hooper swell, whodunits, 


with only a few exceptions, have jumped an average of 1.3 points ver 


in evening hours, 21 are enjoying a 


| rating rise, and eight of these have jumped better than a point and 2 
= 


What has really caused the agency perk-up is the fact that the 


t Dec. 1-7 piece also showed a hop 


for most of the whodunits, which means a steady upgrade for the past 


month. Even for the eight programs that dropped off in the current 
ratings, a quick glance shows that for five of them it’s merely a settling 


back to better-than-normal after previous strong rises 


Significant to admen, of course, is the contrast in talent and pro. 
duction costs between the whodunits and their big-budget brothers 
; For moderately-budgeted shows, the whodunits are still the “rating 
; /‘ ; | Stealers” in the Hooper book 
oa ee ) an One of the chief budget items marking the cost differences betwee 
News Knowhow the two types of programs is in the script department. While the name 


, rmornn 7 Wwys* 1 . shows depend upon 
LI | 
ERNESI MITCI i shu of the whodunits pay more than $ 
KILZs news staff is composed of | the mystery 
news veterans like Ernest Mitchell 
who served 20 years with metro- grams dole out plenty 


politan newspapers before coming 


to KLZ three years ago 


AFRA scale 


go over 


KLZ, Denver. | with 


11.7, and 
“Suspense” 


an 
Secreta con tome period. 
slipped the preceding report. “Mr 
all with 19.1, and that’s with a dr 
“Suspense” is second with 17.0 


Axes Hang At spent iy Seon with 1 


“Inner Sanctum 








programs occasionally dig into the files for old 
The more obvious discrepancy appears in casting, where the big pro- 
for name attractions, while the chillers seldom 


Leading the pack for gains ove 


the sponsored mystery 


a floating population of high priced writers, fey 


200 or $300 per script. A couple of 


scripts 


r the past month are Sam Spade, 
.’ with a 15.6, both up 2.4 for the 


took a 3.4 jump this last Hooper week, but had 


District Attorney” still tops them 
»p for both of the last two reports; 


segments Is a 








Some Webs By a 


| 
| 
| 
| 


Fiscal Thread 


A couple 


Lloyd Lewis 
groans 
‘Doggone Those 
Overarrangements 
Especially With Dogie 


of axes are at | 


some of the networks, ready to fall | 


poised 


right after the first of the year, with 


dismissals cued to web year-end | 9 
financial statements. Tipoff of things | Ballads 

to come has been the series of budg- zs 2 # 

‘tary sessions rebs i . 

cary sessions around the webs J || on editorial teeter 
l Ss 5 PKS. ~ . 
been slashing right down the line. | of the f ay 


| 
Fiscal men at the webs are not so | 


41st Anniversary Number 
sure the contemplated dismissals are } 


wise moves, but the firings are said | of ; 
to be urged chiefly by those execs | ‘ARIETY 
who are intimately tied in with | 

recent and _ soon-to-come (Out Soon) 








labor | 





negotiations. 


| 
| The year-end reports will be peried, 
as the raison d'etre for chopping | ee S els 
staffs, especially on the program | 


side—and it’s on that side where the 


negotiations are up soon with the | 
| American Federation of Musicians On W e Hot at 
as well as with Radio Directors | 
Guild. 
The American Federation of Radio 


RDG has negotiations coming up | 
with CBS on behalf of television di- | 
rectors, for which this union recent- 
ly won certification from the Na- 


Artists kept the networks on the hot 
seat over the weekend as a result 
of three membership meetings in 
which the chapters in New York, 
|Chicago and Hollywood refused to 
| vote on the merits of the newly- 
drawn national contract and reaf- 
| firmed strike authorization. 





tracts on behalf of associate di- 
rectors whom recently “inherited” 





from the American Federation of ; 
Radio Artists. AFRA gave up juris- wane — "Tus _— ge 4 
diction over the associate directors, &. . “rr | 


| At a fully-attended chapt ing 

e sate : ! ) pter meeting 

bowing to RDG whic h, like AFRA, | that overflowed the meeting hall at 
is also an AFL union. 


{the City Centre, more than 1,200 
union people 


who are AFRA members refused to approve 


the nets will use the 
weapon in ‘effort to justify refusal | bers of the networks in New York. 
|to give the unions coming up in| Instead, they decided to wait until 
negotiations as much as they ask Chi and the Coast voted, and mean- 
for. | while reauthorize the national board 
networks, however, are go- to call a strike unless the pacts are 
to plead poverty, pointing to | concluded “satisfactorily. 
ir year-end statements as proof| The Chicago and L.A. chapters 
|that their network earnings (aside, et Friday night (20). The regional 
|from income derived from owned-| oMtracts in both these centers are 
and-operated stations) don’t paint Still being negotiated. 
too rosy a picture. 


r 
it 


> HR J 


ty 


conclusion of these negotiations, the 
chapters followed New York’s lead 








° ° y strike votes w indica- 
For First Time in Battle tive aa conning at an re 


walkout by AFRA in any of the 


Nevertheless, the fact that not one of 
the major chapters has approved the 
national agreement meant that the 
AFRAns are going to hold out for 
best possible terms in the regional 
pacts before they sign the overall 
commercial and sustaining agree- 
ments with the networks. 


Chicago, Dec. 23. 

| Probably for the first time an of- 
ficial city group, the Mayor’s Com- 
mission on Human Relations, is us- 
| ing radio spots in a preventive cam- 
paign to keep anti-Negro sentiments 
from spreading in Chicago. . . , 
There has been tension in Chicago Fy ne ys + ay os greet 
recently, since a Negro war vet try- whe ve ] th oi ™ goes ” os were 
ing to move into a new home was | a rey are being sold short. 


attacked by & mob. Fearing that | Bu others, both in Chi and Holly- 


é : ,. | wood, felt that the new pacts have 
race riots might develop, the Mayor's | not wiped out differentials in pay 


commission has been doing what it | ree * Semen “wae 

could to counteract that possibility. oe eee NOee Sameree 
As part of its campaign, Martha 
Gleicher, of the commission’s dept. 
of public information and education, 
has sent on SOS to the Institute for 
Democratic Education in New York, 
asking for IDE’s “Keep Faith With | 
America” radio spots. 


, ‘ ’ 
Mars’ Mex. ‘1.0. 
San Antonio, Dec. 23. 
Mars, Inc., sponsors of the “Dr. 


I. Q” show over the NBC network 
each Monday night will sponsor 


Unions Get Go-By | 


On Xmas Bonuses 





dismissal | ment or: the contract for staff mem- | 


So, pending | 


and also reaffirmed their previous | 


| 
: Vs. Anti-Negro Prejudice ‘'‘'°s involved or on the networks. | 


Twenty of the one-minute spots 
were rushed here by Harold Frank- 
lin, program director of the IDE, 
and are being placed on local sta- 
tions by Miss Gleicher’s group. 








George Marron in a similar series 
over a Mexican network. Marron 
is known as the Mexican “Dr. I. Q.” 
having aired a similar series since 





1941, 


At ABC, NBC Nets 


| Christmas came to all but mem- 
| bers of unions, guilds, etc., at the 
| New York headquarters of the NBC 
| and ABC networks iast week. 

| All employees who are not mem- 
|bers of a trade union received a 
bonus the equivalent of two weeks’ 
salary or wage, at each of the nets, 
Those who are members of any un- 
ion got none. 








| At CBS, the bonuses, equivalent 
|to one week's earnings, were paid 
ito all regardless of union or non- 
union affiliation. At Mutual there 
|were no bonuses 

The newly organized Assn. of 
Broadcast Unions and Guilds, com- 


prising talent as 


| 
well as technical 
; union in 


the field, discussed the 
|matter at its meeting last Friday 
night (20) but took no official ac- 
ition. While reps of the major un- 
ions felt this issue presented a cause 
‘for united action, they withheld 
;}common action while the organiza- 
tion settles down, draws up its con- 
stitution, and gets itself officially ac- 
cepted by the component unions like 
AFRA, AFM, etc. 

But the Radio Writers Guild im- 
mediately registered a squawk. In 
identical letters addressed to both 
NBC and ABC, Michael Davidson, 
RWG exec secretary for the eastern 
; region, charged that the nets plac- 
ing a “premium on unionism,” and 
were “discriminatory.” 

Bonuses, claimed Davidson, are 
“profit sharing plans” which com- 
pensate employees for their contri- 
bution to the organization's profits 
during the past year, and he insisted 
that the unionists had made as much 
of a contribution as those who don't 
belong to unions. 

Net execs claimed that bonuses 
,are voluntary gifts and that they 
| were giving them out to those who 
depend upon the parent employer 
to take care of them. 

Regardless of the interpretation, 
the lack of bonuses caused resent- 
j;ment and ill feeling among directors, 
| producers, engineers, staff writers, 


| staff musicians and others. Many 
who got bonuses, including sub- 
execs, felt the matter had been 


|handled in a way as to encourage ill 


| feeling and break up morale. 


MENTAL LOGISTICS 


Dutch Net Planes N.Y. Psychelegy 
Airer for Reproduction 

The Dutch national radio wants to 
do a show exp'aining and dramatiz- 
ing psychology over its national net- 
work. 

Fact came to attention last week 
when the Dutch information bureau 
in New York asked WMCA (N.Y.) 
to record the station's Friday night 
“Adventures Into the Mine,” emceed 
by Dr. Alan Fromme. Show was 
waxed as it came off the air Friday 
night (20) and the record was flown 
to Holland next day by a memoper 
of the Dutch staff who wae going 
home for Christmas. The Dutch 





radio asked for it, and got permis- 
sion, to translate the show and usé 
it over its net. 
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UN Earmarks 7946 for ‘47 Radio: 


UJ. S., Shortwave 


The United Nations is preparing to 
go into radio, both as far as the 
U. S. A. is concerned and shortwave, 
in a big way during the next year. 
The UN budget, adopted a couple of 
weeks ago, contained an item of 
$794,000 for its general radio opera- 


That sum is more than three 


tions. 
times the approximately $250,000 
which the UN spent for radio in 
1946. 


Significantly, the 794G has been 
earmarked by the UN for “general 
and interim” purposes only, and is 
« 


not intended for use for the pro- 
posed world-wide network which 
had been bandied about for some | 
time but about w hich no definite de- 


cision has as yet been made. The 


world-wide net, when and if it ma- | 
terializes, will have a budget esti- | 


mated at between $3,000,000 and $5,- 
000 for operations alone, aside from 
the amounts needed for capital ex- 
penditures like transmitters, studios, 
relays, etc. 

While none of the plans for the 
use of the $794,000 has as yet been 
spelled out clearly by UN officials, 
it's known that two divisions will be 
hypoed with that money. One’ will 
be an increase in the shortwave 
work being done currently in the 
five official (French, Spanish, 
Chinese, Russian, English) languages. 
These languages are on the air now 
only a half-hour each day, the trans- 
mitters being borrowed from the 
U. S. State Dept. Plan is to up this 
schedule, and to try to embrace the 
United States in the receiving area. 

Latter idea will embrace a com- 
plicated -step in which the UN is 
likely to become an applicant be- 
fore the FCC. Currently, stations in 
this country cannot receive the UN 
shortwave shows for rebroadcast in 
the U.S. A. Officials of the UN con- 
sider that an anomaly, pointing out 
that while they can use the U. S. as 
a point of origin to all countries in 
the world, they cannot be picked up 
by stations on the originating con- 
tinent. 


Second operation to be hypoed by 
the new budget is expected to be the 
work of the U. S. Radio Liaison Of- 
ficer, Christopher Cross. Cross’ serv-~ 
ice to American broadcasters, via 
scripts and recordings, is expected to 
be stepped up considerably, and 
there will be some people—scripters, 
vroducers, etc.—added to Cross’ staff. 

Cross’ job in organizing the Christ- 
mas and New Year’s Day greetings 
by networks and stations around the 
country has elicited interest from 
some of the UN secretariat brass 
who, until now, had been cold to 
radio, At least two of the major nets 
had their affiliates record the UN 
greetings and spots, taking the re- 
cordings from closed-circuit play- 
backs done by the webs. 


Thackrey Double-Take 
Puts Them Back in FM 
Race for N. Y. Market 


Washington, Dec. 23. 

Dorothy Thackrey of the New 
York Post and WLIB, N. Y., has 
changed her mind a second time and 
iS now back in the FM race in Man- 
hattan, It was probably as much 
the decision of husband Ted Thack- 
- as of the Mrs., but specifically 
e two, last Thursday (19), reversed 
an earlier decision and “withdrew 
their petition to withdraw” from the 
New York FM scrap. 
ant Thackrey explained the 
ouble-take in testifying last week 
on WLIB's application for nighttime 
operation and increased power on its 
—_" wavelength in competition 
Westinghouse’s WOWO, Ft. 
: ayne. (WOWO wants more power 
n the same channel.) 


Said the N. Y, Po st hs ial 
need of mo st had had a terrific 


able to p¢ 





: ‘t more in 1947 than it had 
hea ie would suffer a $1,000,000 
paper — a few days ago, the 
pul sed a deal for a Maryland 
a P plant, and now feels confident 
: being 
£10n in the radio field, 


Thackrey | 


re newsprint and, if un- | 


able to underwrite expan- | 


Operations Hypoed 


+ 





Al and 


Sherwood Schwartz 


radio comedy writers 
detail 
the travail of 


**A Joke Is Born’”’ 


7” _ +. 
an editorial feature 
of the forthcoming 


41 st Anniversary Number 
of 
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Wismer Named 
Richards Aide; 
Stays With ABC 


Detroit, Dec. 23. 

Harry Wismer, director of sports 
for the American Broadcasting Co. 
;and one of the nation’s top sports 
| announcers, has been named assist- 
| ant to the president of WJR, Detroit: 
| WGAR, Cleveland, and KMPT, Los 
| Angeles. G. A. Richards, owner 
| and president of the stations, and 
Wismer reached an agreement over 
| the weekend after negotiations had 
| been pending for some time. Wismer 
will continue to retain his ABC post, 
in addition to broadcasting sports 
events. The Wismer-Richards con- 
tract is for four years. 

The association between Wismer 
and Richards culminates a friend- 
ship of long standing, starting when 
Wismer, in 1935, joined WJR upon 
being recommended by Charlie 
Bachman, coach of Michigan State's 
football team. Wismer had quar- 
terbacked for Bachman at the Uni- 
versity of Florida, and when the lat- 
ter shifted his coaching affiliation to 
State, Wismer went along with him 
as an undergrad aide. In 1937, Wis- 
mer became sports director of WJR. 
He joined the Blue network as its 
sports director in 1941, and con- 
tinued in that job when it became 
ABC. 


CBS Bryson Act— 
Youll Be Sorry! 


There are a lot of jittery depart- 
ment heads around CBS these days 
because of the frank, direct ap- 
proach being used by Lyman Bry- 
son in discussing network-station 
policy, ete., on his Sunday afternoon 
“Time For Reason About Radio” 
series. 

For one thing, they're not very 
happy over the fact that they're not 
being taken into network confidence 
| in getting a pre-broadcast o. o. of 
the script pertaining to their de- 
partment and duties. In framing 
the initial draft of his talks, Bryson 
consults with the departmental 
execs involved, but with the excep- 
tion of Bryson, Ed Murrow and 
prexy Frank Stanton, who gives the 
final okay on the scripts, no one 
else is permitted a gander at the 
completed script. 














Murrow, under whose supervision | 
|the weekly talks are being broad- | 


‘east under CBS's plan to take radio’s 
| problems to the people, has issuec 
ithe “no-can-see” edict on the as- 
' sumption that it will give Bryson a 


freer hand. 


—_————_____—— 


WBBM CITATION 
Chicago, Dec. 23. 
| One of eight organizations to be 
' cited by Mayor Kelly's Commission 
on Human Relations for “Outstand- 
ing Betterment of Human Relations,” 
WBBM was given an award for its 
\contributions toward the program. 


HEEL JOINS 








j; ter was seen shaping up during the 


last week, after Johannes Steel, out- | 


| standing commentator in that cate- 
| gory, was fired by the Metro-owned 
iN. Y. station, WHN. 

In quick succession after that dis- 
missal-—-following by only ene week 
the release of Frank Kingdon from 
his cross-the-board stint on WOR 
(N. Y., Mutual flagship)—came two 
moves regarded as significant by the 
radio industry. These were: Rumors 
that Kingdon, William S. Gailmor, 


against this trend under the leader- 
ship of former Vice President Henry 
A. Wallace, Sen. Claude Pepper of 
Florida, Jack Kroll, of CIO Politi- 
cal Action Committee, C. B. Bald- 
win, exec vice chairman of the Na- 
tional Citizens PAC, Jo Davidson. 
chairman of the Independent Citi- 
zens Committee of the Arts, Sci- 
ences and Professions, L. M. Birk- 
head, director of Friends of De- 
mocracy, and others. 

Kingdon still has a Sunday morn- 
ing spot on WOR (for Inkograph), 
and Gailmore still has a Sabbath 
gabfest on WHN for Stuhmer’s 
bread. Combes is on WHN regu- 
larly, as Walsh is on WMCA. 

But the Kingdon and Steel firings, 
following the earlier decapitation of 
Hans Jacob, Sidney Walton, Lisa 
Sergio, Estelle Sternberger in 
New York—and the firing of a haif- 


(Continued on page 32) 








STILL ECHOES 
SOUR 


Public-relations worriers in the 
radio industry are more and more 
of the opinion that the greatest 
single blow ever delivered broad- 
casting in book form is the sensa- 
tional and best-selling novel “The 
Hucksters,’ by Frederic Wakeman. 
Compared to it Charles Seipmann’s 
controversial “Radio’s Second 
Chance” 
mosquito bite and clubwomen reso- 
lutions as mere idle muttering. 


agency men have run into the con- 


man’s novel. The public seems dis- 
posed to take this work of fiction as 
gospel-true and to discount all re- 
buttal from the industry as so much 
special pleading. And yet ad men 
feel that Wakeman has created not 
a picture but a caricature. The 
rampant eccentricity of “The Huck- 
sters” is no more, they feel, than a 
“reasonable facsimile” of facts. 

In an effort to get the story of the 
industry across, it’s expected that 





'recent four-man debate on “Town 
| Hall” will be heard. And it’s also 


|rumored that at least two networks | 
pretentions books of | 


j have fairly 
| their own now in the writing. 
| Two latest éyebrow-raisers in 
connection with the Wakeman im- 
|pact concerned a_ public affairs 
| pamphlet and England, respectively. 
| In the pamphlet, outwardly scholar- 
ily and dispassionate, the pam- 
phleteer tipped his basic bias by 
adding a postscript for students 
| Under the caption “further reading”’ 
he recommended “The Hucksters’— 
| a piece of fiction—as a factual docu- 
iment. The British angle was noted 
| by the public relations contingent 
j in last week’s Variety wherein (In- 
| side Stuff—Radio) it was reported 
l that with the arrival of “The Huck- 
sters across the pond it was prompt- 
ly seized upon by the anti-sponsor- 
ship crowd as ammunition to dis- 
credit any move to modify the cur- 
rent air monopoly vested in the 
, BBC. 


Dr. J. Raymond Walsh, and George | 
Hamilton Combes, Cecil Brown, and | 


possibly Raymond Swing are next | 
on the list; reports that liberals 
around the country will organize 


THE HUCKSTERS 


FADEOUT OF LIBERAL GAB 


BERS 





Bulova-WOV Dilemma Seems Solved 





Irving Brecher 


beseeches 


| ““Let’s Cut Out Clean 
Jokes”’ 


* . 


on editorial feature 
of the forthcoming 


41st Anniversary Number 
of 


VARIETY 


Mutual Labor 
Angle Wins 
Little Flower 


Deal for Fiorello H. LaGuardia to 
switch over from ABC network to 
Mutual on a co-op basis, starting 
Jan. 4, when the ex-N.-Y. mayor 
goes into the Saturday 7:45 p.m. slot 
for a 15-minute commentary, is on 
a $1,000 weekly guarantee basis. 
That’s the same fee LaG. was pull- 
ing down as a sustaining commen- 
tator on ABC, for whom he winds 
Christmas night. 














One of the factors in LaGuardia 
pacting the three-year agreement 
| with Mutual is that the new co-op 
series opens up labor union sponsor- 
ship in some areas, with the Amal- 
gamated Bank skedded to bankroll 
LaG. in Chicago. Similar labor un- 
ion commercial auspices are cur- 
rently in negotiation. In addition, 
the ex-mayor was influenced by the 
assurance that he wou!d get a Wash- 


EXIT PARADE: As Henshel Moves In On N.Y. Indie 


A quiet but effective campaign to | 
drive from the airwaves every radio | 
gabber ever-so-slightly left of cen- | 


+ Col. Harry Henshel, minority 
stockholder of WOV, the Arde 
Bulova-owned New York indie and 
president of WODAAM Corp., which 
owns the station, moved in last 
Friday (20) on the WOV operation, 
with the action seen as the initial 
maneuver toward solving Bulova’s 
dual-ownership problem in N. Y. 

Bulova also owns WNEW, and all 
efforts thus far to dispose of WOV 
have been unsuccessful, principally 
because of the opposition of Richard 
O’Dea, another minority stockholder 
in the station. 

For some time there have been 
rumors that Bulova would divest 
himself of WOV, but would keep it 
|in the family. Henshel’s move-in on 





|the station would seem to lend 
|credence to the report. Henshel is 
Bulova’s brother-in-law. Also (and 


this may clear the way for a solu- 
tion of the problem) he and O’Dea 
are reported to see eye-to-eye on 
matters, with likelihood that O’Dea 
would withdraw further opposition. 


Henshel once before stepped into 
the WOV operation. That was back 
in December, 1941, when the Italian- 
language station was in a critical 
spot because of anti-Italian senti- 
ment, and he wound up winning a 
top NAB citation for outstanding 
war service. Because of his other 
philanthropic and _ public service 
activities, the possibility of a Hen- 
shel takeover is regarded in New 
York radio circles as a healthy ges- 
ture. 











Simms Show Edict: 
Deliver—Or Else’ 


| As pointed out in last week’s 
| VARIETY, the Ginny Simms show is 
one of the top-budgeted musicals on 
the sponsor (Borden) hot seat. 
When the show recently slumped to 
a 7-8 rating, Borden started beefing. 


ington as well as a Chicago hearing. j Although the heat has been partially 
He had long been dissatisfied with |°f due to a rating leap to 10.2, if it 
the ABC deal because the latter web | Slips back it's considered probable 


has been described as a) 


Again and again radio men and | 


crete propaganda results of Wake- | 


more and more broadcasts like the | 


| was unable to deliver those cities. 

While the program starts off as a 
Saturday feature, LaG. is still can- 
vassing the advisability of switching 
over to a Wednesday evening time 
slot. 

Advance feelers put out by Mutual 
indicated that at least 40 affiliates 








Guardia for potential co-op spon- 
sorship. 


| ———— 
MBS Co-ops Now 12 


Acquisition of former New York 
Mayor LaGuardia as a Mutual co-op 
|feature focused further attention last 
| week on that net’s front-rank posi- 
tion in the field, since LaGuardia 
| made the 12th show being peddled 
| by Mutual on the share-the-cost- 
| share-the-revenue basis. 
| Even while LaG’s package was 
| still in the wrapping stage, Bert 
| Hauser, head of MBS’ co-op sales, 
| counted up a total of 634 co-op air- 
| ings on his net, with 34 airings add- 
ed in the last two weeks. 

Most of the co-op sales are still 
in the gabbing field, with Fulton 
Lewis, Jr., leading the pack. 





CBS Sets 0’Keefe Show; 
O'Sullivan May Sponsor 


CBS on Saturday night (21) audi- 
tioned a weekly 18-minute Walter 


O'Keefe program tabbed “Walter 
|O’Keefe’s Little Show.” It’s being 
written by Goodman Ace, super- 
visor of comedy programming for 


the network, and Aaron Rubin. 

CBS wants to spot the program in 
the Saturday night 7-7:15 
with likelihood that O'Sullivan 
Heels will bankroll the stanza. 
O'Keefe has been missing from the 
commercial radio picture for a num- 
ber of vears. 

Idea is to ban studio audiences, 
web feeling that the O'Keefe humor 
technique lends itself more readily 
to an uninterrupted session. 

| Irving Mansfield is producing. 





} 





segment, | 


ithat Borden will cancel out Simms 
when her 39-week contract ends. 
Meanwhile,’ Donald O’Connor has 
gone into the show for the remain- 


ling 26 weeks, with Young & Rubi- 
|cam given assurance that it would 


stay put until the spring. 
There’s some intra-program con- 


were interested in picking up La- | flict going on that doesn’t tend to 


ease matters, either. Last Friday’s 


| (20) show, when O’Connor took over 


the comedy spot on a permanent 


| basis, was reportedly a last-minute 
| rewrite job because of squawks from 

the Simms corner that the script 
‘went overboard in putting the spot- 
| light on O’Connor. 


Meanwhile there’s been talk that 
if the Simms show is dropping, the 


laccount may also move from Y&R 
\to Kenyon & Eckhardt, giving that 


/agency the entire billing. K&E pro- 
|duces “County Fair” on CBS for 
| Borden. 


Radio-Pix Combine In 
New Airer Showcasing 
Original Film Scripts 


New half-hour radio package is 
| in the works which will showcase 
| original film scripts, with a listener 
poll to be taken after each per- 
formance to determine the degree of 
audience approval or disapproval 
as to its pix potentialities. In effect, 
it'll mark the first time that radio 
and pix have combined to give the 
film public what it wants by its 
own choice. 

Negotiations are currently under 
way to line up pix companies in 
the deal, on the basis that each 
studio would rotate at the end of 
| each 13-week cycle in acquiring the 
| script getting top public acceptance. 
| Scenarios will be solicited via the 
usual channels, agencies, film story 
departments, etc. 

Bill Todman, freelance radio pro- 
ducer, is currently whipping up the 
| Gnal format. 
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NAB Still Seeking 
In 


The National Assn. of Broadcasters | 
is still looking for an ideal court test 


ashington, Dec. 23. % 


of FCC’s Blue Book, and will back} 
“to the finish” any broadcaster will- 
ing to challenge the commission's 
authority to require information in | 
license renewal applications on fu 
; pl At the ame 
t =e N AB resident Justin Mi lel 
will t mm 1 to upeoming NAB 
listi eetit five-point pro 

ym for new radio legislation to de- 

| e pro | 

hi 

T much t NAB president re 
% led last week at a specia lunct 
eon with the tra pres It was 
Miller’ i! meeting with the W ash- 
ington scribes since taking office 

Specifically, Judge Miller is advis- 
ing broadcasters that, if they do com- 
ly FCC’s Blue Book request 
a d f thnel future pro 
sramming plans, they should do so 
v h tl I : ) that they do not 
t eve tne ymin yn has legal au 
thority to require the information 
(Two network affiliates, it was un- 
derstood, have already followed this 
advice. and one of them has received 
a license renewal without question 
His renewal application was filed 
however. before the Blue Book was 
released |: March.) 

Miller indicated that FCC may be 
using the Blue Book to bypass re- 


quirements of the new Administra- 
tive Procedures Act. This requires 
oral argument on any rules and reg- 
ulations FCC may promulgate. (In 
calling on the nets last week to tell 


which of their sustainers were car- 
ried by affiliates. FCC merely “re- 
quested” the information, and has 


nowhere prescribed the practice in 
its rules.) The Blue Book, Miller 
said, will nevertheless have the force 
of law unless broadcasters “stand on 
their constitutional rights.” 

The NAB president said he will 
continue to preach the philosophy 
that.freedom of press and radio are | 
one and the same, and that broad- 
casters should permit no encroach- 
ments on their freedom which are 
not invoked against the press. 


A five-point legislative program, 
announced by Miller in a recent 


speech to the Florida Broadcasters 


Assn., will be pressed in °47. Miller | 
said he would make similar recom- | 


mendations to a San Francisco meet- 
ing of NAB members in January. 
The program calls for: Automatic 
license renewals for radio stations 
unless FCC contests them in court; 
abolition of the “scarcity of frequen- 
cy” theory, which he claims FCC 
uses to expand its control over ra- 
dio; more precise language barring 
FCC from concern with program 
content; revision of the statute on 
political broadcasts; and provision 


for quick judicial review of any com- | yet unfilled, and the Saturday night | 


mission rulings infringing constitu- 
tional guarantees of free speech. 
Miller may find an unexpected ally 
in FCC itself in his efforts to revise 
that portion of the radio act which 
forbids broadcasters to censor politi- 


cal scripts but does not exempt them | 


Fight to Finish Vs. Blue Book 


‘Ideal 


| 
| 





Toothsome NAB Code 
Washington, Dec. 23. 
An NAB Standards of Prac- 








tice “with teeth in it,” as NAB 
President Justin Miller sees it, 
needs only the power of pub- 
= y k ) fringe ) i- 
NAB ead told report 5 
1e was still meeting with Asst 
Att y G eral Wendell Be e 
’ FC ( iirman Cha R 
D a n an effort to rs 
mulate a ide which would not 
anti-trust laws but 
which could, at the same time, 
ve ad tered by an NAB 
Miller said he envisages a so- 
call code committee which 
would have the power to cite 
tho broadcasters who deviated 
from industry-approved stand- 
ards of good taste. In extreme 
cases, the broadcaster might be 
called before the code committee 
for a hearing. While NAB itself 
could not take punitive action 
against an offender, Miller be- 
lieves publicity would do the | 
trick 
Son irrangement like this, 
he feels, would enhance both 
the industry’s and. NAB's pres- 


tige, and would take away the 
fire of a great deal of FCC- 
inspired criticism of radio. 


ABC in Even-Stephen 
Shuffle; Hudnut Cancels; 
Goodyear Buys Show 


ABC network last week lost one 
show, signed a new one in its place, 
and repacted one that had just can- 
celled, ending the shuffle by being 
even-stephen. | 

Hudnut cancelled out its “Anne of 
Scotland” show, as of Sunday (22), 
having signed to sponsor “Grand 
Marquee” on NBC. Meanwhile. Hast- 
ings (piston rings) which had given 
four weeks’ notice of cancellation on 
“IT Deal in Crime,” looked over the 
Hooperatings, found the show doing 
: 9.5, and changed its mind. Result is 
that “Crime” has been signed up for 
52 weeks. 
| Meanwhile, Kudner agency has 
; come along with a new show, to be 
| sponsored Sunday nights at 6:30 by 





|; Goodyear rubber. This one, titled | 


| “The Greatest Story Ever Told,” is 
based on Biblical stories. John Clark 
of Trans-American will produce the 
show, which will have a large chorus 
and backing of full orchestra. 
Network is still revamping sched- 
ules, however, the 6 o'clock Sunday 
evening vacated by Hires being as 


time opened by the move of “Sher- 
| uninhabited. 


| 





FCB Comes Up With New 


-3-Ply Owned Whodunit 


from liability for libelous statements | 











FRANKIE MASTERS 





From the Production Centres 


+ FF+++ooose. 


IN NEW YORK CITY... 


Nancy Phillips now in charge of mag publicity in ABC flackery.,.,, 
Andre Baruch, who worked with Gen. Eisenhower during the war, has 
some special spots from Gen. “Ike” for use on his Christmas Day shows 
(with Bea Wain) over WMCA,. Shows will be angled especially to enter. 
tainment of hospitalized vets...Norman Liss, out of the Army after a 
three-year hitch in radio and public relations work, has joined the Frank 
Law flackery and promotion office Mutual’s asst. promotion director, 








Hal Coulter, returning from Coast where he went to hypo the exploita- 
tion of the new West-originated shows as well as some of the older ones 
like “Queen for a Day.” 

Ron Rawson, recently signed to narrate NBC's “Life Can Be Beauti- 
ful,” will narrate P&G's one-hour Xmas show on same net tomorrow 
(Wed John Donaldson-Hudson, chairman of board of Fremantle 
Overseas Radio, is in N. Y. on business looksee .Top staff of CKLW, 
Detroit. Mutual outlet, moved to N. Y. for Xmas party last week, led by 
prexy Ted Campeaux, who is also a member of the net’s board 


Edward Roberts Carroll, member of ABC production staff, goes over to 


l'rankie, Phyllis Myles and the radio dept. of Roche, Williams & Cleary agency, in N. Y. office 

Gang are deep in the heart of Texas. | Mutual's “Varga-type calendar, evolved by Jim O’Bryon, being bought 
Following build-up via Lang-Worth | for local imprint by web’s stations around the country With CCNY’s 
platter net of 400 stations, Frankie | third Radio and Business Conference not scheduled until April 22 and 23, 
is currently broadcasting “Show | entries for this confab’s awards are skedded to close Jan. 31 Mutual's 
Time (Texas Quality Net) and director of sports, Paul Jonas, leaves for Coast tomorrow (25) to handle 
Screen Test” (Lone star Net) the New Year's Day Fast-West football game Up from Washington for 
sponsored by Interstate Theatres . 


whose marquees will bear the Mast- 
banner throughout the circuit 


LANG-WORTH, INC., NEW YORK | 


Hearst Gripe Vs. 
Blue Book Fails 


Washington, Dec. 23. 





a holiday looksee last week was Charter Heslep, MBS administrative head 


at the Capital Sidney Adler, Orientation Specialist on Veteran Affairs, 
| involving radio programming, during the war, and before that interna- 
tional rep of the Broadcasting Dept., American Communications Assn, 
(CIO), gandering industry prospects as station manager or equivalent 

Bret Morrison, lead on “The Shadow,” has opened a singing engagement 


at the Chateau, new Manhattan nitery Tom Brooks, out of the Navy 
now, coming back to Journal-American radio editorship, and word is that 
he'll hypo paper's interest in FM and television....WOR program people 
suddenly noted last week that their Saturday night schedule is somewhat 
lopsided. “The Answer Man,” at 7:45 p.m., precedes “Twenty Questions.” 
They feel it should be the other way around....William Hardin, of Ted 
Bates agency, to the Coast to work there on Kay Kyser-Dennis Day shows 


we ;, ar teeg: *harles arbur staff directors of NBC and 
FCC will not probe the authorship How ard Keegan and Charles Warburton, staff directors o 
a ce ae: ABC respectively, ill for some weeks, have returned to their posts 
of the Blue Book charges against - ‘ ‘ara. poiene : ” “ys , 
FLTe ; “tc Elaine Rost into the casts of “Right to Happiness” and “Light of the 
a ae eres | ake Mine, tani ¥ jition director for Benton and Bowles 
Battimore, and does not intend te | OFIG’... ee uise — audi ray ¢ reg a oo Bio sh S, 
, ‘ . F: »Sip > > Ta » wa " a * or « > “ RY. sce 
orant WBAL a license renewal with- , 245 _Tesigned « ective an to return to het € < 


out going through a competitive 
hearing with newsmen Drew Pear- 
son and Bob Allen. Pearson and 


Allen have filed a competing bid for 
the WBAL wavelength. 

This much was made clear today 
when the commission turned down a 
Hearst petition which would have 
aired publicly the origin of the Blue 
Book charges against Hearst’s 
eration of the © station. 
claimed the charges were 
unfair.” 

FCC acceded 
Hearst’s requests, 
ponement of the Jan. 13 hearing now 
set on both the WBAL license re- 


Hearst 
“bitterly 


to only one of 


that for a post- | 


BBD&O’'s Ira Avery, director of “Armstrong Theatre,” and his wife, Jane, 
an actress, are parents of a baby girl, Jan Avery, born last week at Hark- 
ness Pavilion....WOR’s “Judy and Jill” scheduled to go off the air Jan. & 


News just out of the marriage, Nov. 30, of “Gee” McQuade, exee 
| assistant to Sherman H. Dryer, indie producer of “Exploring the Uns 
| known,” to Robert N. Deatly, textile rep Doris McWhirt getting rep 


ga aes 
' vice versa. 


| George Steers, who were hosts, there was no brass, only agency 


newal and the Pearson-Allen appli- | 


{cation. No further date has been 
announced, | 
| Another Hearst request which 
FCC did not favor would have re- 


quired Pearson and Allen to file full | 


program proposals for their proposed 
Baltimore station in advance of the 
hearing, 


‘One World or None’ Ou 
WMCA’s Agenda; Top 
Scientists as Advisers 





' 
} 
‘ 
| 


! 


| 


| WMCA,N. Y., has finished prelim- | 
| lock Holmes” to Monday night being | inaries for a new public service show | 
|; to bow Jan. 10. Show, aimed at 


| bringing the atomic energy discus- 
sions, from their social ds 
their scientific angles, up to date, and 


wipe away many misconceptions on | 


the 


made by the speakers. 





Moore Easts For 


subject, will be documentary 
A new whodunit with a strong dramat which the station thinks will 
audience tiein is being circulated | rank with its current top public serv- 


among would-be sponsors currently | ice show, “New World A’Coming.” 


Cone & Belding agency. 


Show, titled “Stop, Look—Mur- 
der,” has three-ply ownership con- 
sisting of scripter Milton Kramer, 
director Mitchell Grayson and Wal- 
ter Gould as business manager. 


Idea is to furnish clues over the 
air to a spot in a city to be an- 
=p nounced at end, where listener trac- 
Writers Guild, leaves for New York }ing all the clues will find a grand 
Jan. 2 on combined _business trip | prize awaiting him. Prize would 
for Kraft, sponsors of “Gildersleeve” | he choice of a latest model automo- 
program which he and John Whedon | pile or mink coat. 
write, and to attend Guild con- 
claves 





Kraft, RWG Biz 


Hollywood, Dec. 23. 
Sam Moore, president of the Radio 


entists a yard long, headed by Prof. | 
| Albert Einstein, Dr. Harold Urey and | 
Dr. Harlow Shapley, heads the list | 
of official advisers on the show. 

Titled “One World Or None,” after | 
the book by that name published a 
year ago under the editorship of Dex- 


ter Masters and Katherine Way, the | 


show will be emceed by Masters and 
will also be scripted by him. 

| Paul McGrath will play the lead as 
narrator. Mitchell Grayson, who di- 
rected “New World” from its incep- 


| tion, will direct “One World.” One of ! 





He and Whedon will participate 
in outland broadcasts of the pro- 
gram in Memphis, Jan. 8 and in 
Chicago, Jan. 15. Firm is opening 
a new cheesery in Memphis and will | 
inaugurate the factory with a per- 
sonal appearance of star Hal Perry, 


| 
| 
| 
} 


Hal Kanter 


satirizes 


€<é ’ b 
et al. The Clucksters”’ 
The pair will also confer with New | 
York Guild membership on Jan. 9 . * & # 


and previous to that meet with the | 
Guild council Jan. 6. Meeting with | 
Chicago Guildsters is slated for 
Jan. 15.. Confabs are concerned with 
the new pact the Guild will attempt 
to negotiate with the American As- : 
sociation of Advertising Agencies. | 
Meeting will be held here by Moore 
on return around Jan. 22 or 23. 
After that the Four A's pitch is 
expected to be reopened. 


an editorial feature 
of the forthcoming 


41st Anniversary Number 


of 


VARIETY 





| the scientists to be connected with 
the show will be Dr. Philip J. Morri- 
son, the man who put together the 
_bomb used for wiping out Hiroshima. 
Station has put the show down for 
a 13-week cycle to begin with, Fri- 
| day nights at 9:30. WMCA expects 
to try with this show what it had 
attempted a year ago with “New 


| World,” offering it at cost as a pub- | 


lic service show to stations around 
| the country. 
| Lapeer, Mich.—WMPC Its celebrat- 
|ing its 20th anni this month, boast- 
| ing of having broadcast more church 
| programs than any other station in 
| the country and of having never had 
| a paid commercial. Station is owned 





|}and operated by the Liberty Street | 


Gospel Church and dedicates its en- 











tire time to public service. 


as “most photographed New York radio actress”. Fadrents of Mary Hull, 
radio actress, here on Christmas visit from Washington state San- 
forized, sponsor bankrolling radio through Young & Rubicam agency, did 
a switch last week by throwing a party for the agency guys, instead of 
Aside from Sanforized prexy Bob Dowling and ad manager 
“working 
stiffs,” at Detroit for 
Christmas 

It's a boy for the George Wolfs (Foote, Cone & Belding) born Friday 
at Doctors hosp....The Ben Kagans (NBC) have adopted a baby girl. 


IN HOLLYWOOD... 


Bert Gordon rejoins Eddie Cantor Dec. 26 for what's pencilled as a 
guest shot, but he may stay longer than The Man Who Came to Dinner.. 
Clare Olmstead has gone into the packaging business, and first off the wax 
line will be a religious musical with John Charles Thomas and Ken Darby's 
male chorus. Paul Rickenbacher is associated with him in the venture.... 
Harry Babbitt will be back with Kay Kyser as featured vocalist New 


the* shindig....Mortimer Becker and his wife to 


| Year’s day....Ed Cashman directed the waxed audition of Al Jarvis’ new 


well as | 


by Hubbell Robinson, Jr., of Foote,| A group of outstanding atomic sci- 


| under the 


platter jockey opus, which will be handled by Jimmy Saphier....Mort 
Lewis back from New York, where he toiled on the libretto of a Shubert 
revue, sketched a musical show based on his radio script, “Deep in the 
Heart of Tschaikowsky,” and did a few writing chores for airplays.... 
Bob Ballin, Coast headman for Ruthrauff & Ryan radio, collabed with 
| Sam Perrin on a ditty called “It’s Easy to Fall in Love”....Loran Rowell 
transferred to Young & Rubicam staff from N. Y. as account exec... .Jack 
Van Nostrand swung back into active production, taking the controls on 
Lionel Barrymore's llth successive annual broadcast as “Scrooge” .. 
Durante-Moore show moves to Denver for airing on Jan. 17 to help that 
city inaugurate March of Dimes....Mutual’s “Stars About Town,” guided 
by Hunt Stromberg, Jr., isn’t making any friends out here for the network 
.War Department is a little miffed at some radio stars who turned 
down its request to tour service hospitals in the vicinity to spread a little 
holiday cheer....Tom Lewis back from huddling with Young & Rubicam 
brassies....Dave Young went of staff at Ruthrauff & Ryan when “Sur- 
prise Party” was dropped by G. Washington java and he’s packaging the 
show on his own....Lew Lauria’s tome on radio, “Let the Chips Fall,” has 
several AFRANS burned. They permitted the use of their name but not 
the way he used them....Charles Henry, who has assisted on production 
of the Ginny Simms show, leaves for Chicago to assure direction of “Vox 
Pop”....Mildred Heredeen, personnel director at Young & Rubicam, pulled 
out to go into that business for herself....Announcer Hal Sawyer went 
knife to have a growth removed from his throat....Frank 
Sinatra and J. Walter Thompson had a heated tiff over possession of CBS 
Playhouse on Christmas Day. Swooner wanted the stage at 11 a.m., which 
was four hours before Eigin’s Christmas Show cleared out. 


IN CHICAGO... 


Columbia pix turning out film based on “Jack Armstrong”... .Myron 
Wallace takes over Patrick Allen's announcing chores on “Curtain Time” 
while Allen vacations in Canada... .Army Lt. Col. J. Oren Weaver, former 
director of cducation at WBBM, visiting in town this week wich old 
friends....WIND airing champ All-American Football League game.... 
Bob Elson starts new interview show series. grabbing passengers during 
stopovers at airport. ...Elliott Lewis, star of WGN “Case Book of Gregory 
Hood,” readying story for original American opera....Fran Harris, Ruth- 
rauff & Ryan video topper, going all out for series of television commer- 
cials promoting vacation wear for Henry C. Lytton tie-in with Holiday 
mag, via Lytton hockey telecasts....Screen actor Bill Marshall guesting 
on WBBM “Western Theatre”....Howard Newbouer, NBC Central Divi- 
_ sion maintenance engineer, hospitalized with bone infection....WMA@Q 
picked up first public announcement of Mayor Kelly's intention of candi- 
dacy in forthcoming election with special wire hooked up in hizzoner’s 
office... NBC showing off new station wagon mobile unit, with radio- 
telephone gimmick, for special events and engineering staff ... WBBM 
set for line into new Copacabai.a night spot, picking up Chuy Reyes, orch 
as starter....Jimmy Costello, “Let's Have Fun” emcee, honored by high- 
school group and presented with sculptured bust of hisself Judith 
Waller, NBC Central Division director of education. off to Mexico City, 
at invitation of Mexican government, for U of C Roundtable, which airs 
from there Sunday (29)....Tommy Bartlett currently busiest man in t*wn 
with five shows on ABC, ditto for WGN, and several television shots here 
| and there. .Phylis Gayle, new chirper on “Song Title Time” via WGN, 


for Salerno cookies. 
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ABC 4% 











There’s plenty of food for thought for all food 
advertisers in the chart shown above. Study it 
and you will see that, today, ABC is the No. 1 
network with America’s foremost food adver- 
tisers. During the past 5 years total network 
radio expenditures of these 10 food advertisers 
have increased only 47%—but during that same 
period the share of their business placed with 
ABC has increased 450%! 


Why the big swing to ABC P 


There are three particularly good reasons. 
1. COVERAGE. ABC now covers most of the 300 


leading markets from within. In four years 84 


A 


new stations have been added in these markets, 
in 39 others improvement of facilities was also 
effected. 2. INCREASED LISTENING. In the year 
October 1945-1946 ABC was the only one of 
the three leading networks to increase its share 
of audience both in the daytime (up 34.6%) 
3. PROMOTION. 
ABC’s 238 stations do an all-out local promo- 


and nighttime (up 10%). 


tion job on ABC’s network programs. 


If you have a product to mass sell to the 
American public, why not do as Kellogg, General 
Mills, Quaker Oats and others are doing—ship 
it to market via ABC, the American Broad- 


casting Company. 


rican Broadcasting Company 


NETWORK OF 238 KRADIO STATIONS SERVING 


AMERICA 
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US. Tabu Vs. Recordings Busted 
As Mutual Transcribes Bilbo Tilt 


Washington, Dec. 
What may be a precedent for on 


ting mikes and recording equipment | 


into future Senate and House hear- 
ings was set here last week when, 


for the first time, proceedings of a 
Senate Committee were recorded 
direct for radio, and parts of the 
verbatim transcriptions later broad- 
cast over hundreds of stations 
throughout the country. 

Radio got its first break wher! 


Senators James Mead (D., N. Y.) and 
Homer Ferguson (R., Mich.) agreed 
to let Al Warner, WOL-Mutual news 
chief, and his staff bring a wire 
recorder into the Senate War In- 
vestigating committee hearing room 
when Senator Theodore E. Bilbo 
took the stand Friday (20) to answer 
charges accusing him of illegally 
aiding war contractors. Bilbo him- 
self okayed the WOL request, with 
the result that the Mutual newsmen 


for the second time this year pio- 
neered in opening hitherto closely 
guarded Government sessions to 


radio mikes. 
Mutual’s WOL broke the first tabu 
sonatas 














Worcest s the parade 
in department store sales in- 





when it took a wire recorder into | 


former Secretary of the Interior 
Harold Ickes’ bow-out press confer- 
ence last spring. And that time 


Mutual, by virtue of its more liberal 
policy on use of transcriptions on 
the network, was the only web 
which fanned out verbatim shots 
from the Biibo hearing to all affill 
ates 

NBC-WRC and CBS-WTOP lost 
following WOL’s lead and 
recording equipment 
itee ABC- 
WMAL followed its usual practice 
of sending radio newsmen to the 
hearing, but did not bring in record- 
ers. 


no time in 
getting th 
into the 


eir 


comm! room 


NBC Too 

Top-office policy for both NBC 
and CBS forbids use of transcrip- 
tions on the network except for very 
important stuff or overseas news re- 
ports which sometimes are used on 
a delayed transcription basis. There- 
fore, although both WTOP and WRC 
gave the verbatim copy a heavy play 
on three local newscasts, NBC and 
CBS affiliates elsewhere were denied 
an opportunity to hear Bilbo him- 
| self in action. NBC listeners, at that, 
fared better than did Columbia’s, 
since Morgan Beatty used 1 minute 
and 20 seconds of the records on his 
“News of the World” show at 7:15 
p.m. (EST) Friday (20). 

The actual records themselves 
point up several problems which 
| radio still has to master if broadcasts 
| direct from committee hearing be- 
| come the usual practice. 
| Bilbo, for instance, was without a 
| full set of dentures 
was barely articulate’ in 
Extraneous noises of the hearing at 
times drowned out the questions and 
answers, indicating that better plac- 
ing of the mikes is needed. 
particular case, the slowness of some 
|of Chairman Mead’s~ questions 
| wasted valuable air time. In any 


| continuing need for such 
shots to be edited and interlarded 
with explanations from a newsman 
before they 
able radio material. 


KLZ MONOPOLY HOLDS 


Cops Kudos Third Straight Year in 
Award No One Else Gets 











Denver, Dec. 23. 

For the third successive year, KLZ 
has received the “Ad of the Year” 
award in broadcasting from the Den- 
ver Advertising Club. 

Award was given to the station 
last year for originating its “Colo- 
rado Speaks” show, a stanza which 
wraps up on the air the editorial 
opinion of newspapers around the 
state. 

The club has been making the 
awards only three years and KLZ 














At Liberty for New York 


Topnotch Production Gal 
BACKGROUND IN 
THEATRE, NETWORK and 
AGENCY RADIO 
Box 121, VARIETY, 154 W. 46th St. 
New York 19 


| broadcasting division. First citation, 
|in 1944. was for “Highlights of the 
| Rockies” program which was also | 
kudosed by 
ment citation. 





Variety Showmanage- | 


| 


} 


and therefore 
spots. 


In this | 


event, this experience points up the 
verbatim | 





Happy Felton 
(Radio’s Marathon 
Quismaster ) 


gives a sidelight on the vox pop 
racket 


**4 Kiss for Sadie 
Hertz”’ 


* * * 
an editorial feature 
soon to appear 
in the 
41st Anniversary Number 
of 


VARIETY 




















| 
| Gabbers 


Continued from page 29 








dozen equally prominent gabbers on 
the West Coast and in Chi—has led 
to reports that this cleaning of the 


radio channels is the result of “a 
plot” that started over a year ago. 
The “plot” is said te have been 


launched by the Rankin-Wood Com- | 


mittee on Un-American Activities, 
and now embraces a number of pri- | 
vate organizations intent on pres- | 


suring stations and sponsors into a 
“clean up.” 

Radio execs, some of them con- 
nected with network operations but 
most of them tied to the indies in 
New York, became alarmed when 
werd of the “plot” spread and when 
the lineup of the liberals under Wal- 
lace was announced. They resented 


both sides to the controversy—feel- 
ing that those responsible for “the 
plot” had no right to use radio as a 


political football, and feeling hurt 
because they were blamed for what 
they held to be the working of pure 
economic forces. 

Both WOR and WHN claimed they 


could not help the dismissals of 
Kingdon and Steel. The latter, in | 


fact, did not even blame his station. 
Steel Buys Own Time 

WHN had i:ept Steel going on the 

air aS a sustainer for a full year. 


|His contract was slated to expire in 


will stand up as valu-| 


| has won it each year thus far in the | 
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TRANSCRIPTIONS 
Distinctive 
Live Programs 


ROBERT EVANS, Inc. 


113 W. 57th sé. PL. 9-4545 





Continued from page 27 





mer show which General Foods has 
_bought for preeming over Mutual | 


, Mondays, 
| Jan. 6. 
Jim O'Neill, agency story editor, 
_ will be assistant producer on “Mc- 
| Garry.” Ed Duerr, temporarily pro- 
| duction supervisor on “Vox Pop,” 


8-8:30 p.m., beginning 





| steps out of that job after Dec. 31. 





DIALECTICIAN 


Seeks audition. Spanish, Irish, Negro, 


Italian, Hebrew. Kadio work pre- 
ferred. 
SID GORLIN 
580 Southern Blvd., New York 


MO. 9-1925 





Max Wylie gets the title of pro- 
gram manager for the General 
Foods shows, though currently he 
is hospitalized because of an ap- 
| pendectomy. 

he changes went into effect a 
week ago (18), the day Tom Lewis, 
veepee in charge of radio, headed 
L.A. to N.Y. 














“A JINGLE SELLS! 


“That is, Son, 


Our Best Wishes to All 





Jingle all the way 
“CHRISTMAS CHEER and a HAPPY NEW YEAR!" 
from “Lanny aad Ginger" Grey yi 
—Hey!— 


JINGLE BELLS, JINGLE BELLS : 
is 


So our sponsors say 


‘ 
\ 
A JINGLE SELLS!" 
Especially One, 


BY “LANNY AND GINGER GREY!” 


For a Happy and Successfui New Year... L. & G. 


February. Last week, he was noti- 
\fied that his option would not be 
| taken up again, since the station 
| 


{could not sell him. Steel immediate- 
ly picked up his own option, paid 
he station for a week’s air time in 
advance, and stayed on his regular 
7:45 p.m. cross-the-board spot to tell 
his listeners that they must support 
him. 

Steel started a move to build a 
circulation list for a private news 
letter, of the kind which had helped 
Upton Close get back on the air. 
His plan is to get enough subscribers 
to his sheet to give him the funds 
for the news letter to become his 
radio sponsor. 

“When I have enough money to 
buy my own time,” said Steel, “I'll 
z, | set time, or the FCC will hear from 
our side.” 





Steel, instead of blaming his sta- 

| tion, laid the blame for his dismis- 

|sal on the labor unions, “liberal 
| groups,” and such who had failed to 

'do anything substantial to keep the | 
|trend from developing. 

“They've all done a lot of talking, | 
and beating their breasts,” he said, 
“but they’ve done nothing. Now 

‘they are ready to lock the stable 

| door after all their horses have been 

stolen.” 

But the groups led by Wallace 
|held meetings over the last week 
|end, trying to work out a campaign 
to get some of these dismissed com- 
mentators back on the air, and to 
|keep others from being fired. Ef- 
forts were made to enlist 
|campaign at least two of the-late 
| President Roosevelt's sons—James, 


Coast, and Elliott who has been in- | 
terested in radio for years. 
Meanwhile, a sharp statement pro- 
testing against Kingdon’s release was 
sent to WOR by Kroll, Davidson and | 
Baldwin, on behalf of their organi- 
zations, accusing this station of join 
ing “a general crusade to keep 
| liberal commentary from the people.” 
| The three signers insisted that | 
WOR's action against Kingdon was 
“in direct contradiction to FCC prin- 
| ciples,” since the station “practices 


one-sided interpretation of the news | 
commentators 


through reactionary 
like Fulton Lewis, 
and Henry Taylor.” 

Kansas City— KCM( MO, “ABC outlet, 
has made two additions to its office 


Jr., Upton Close 


staff. Frances Hudnut has joined up | 


/as secretary to C’arence Breazeal, 
assistant manager of the _ station. 
Marie Gaylord takes over as secre- 
tary to C. E. Morrill. manager of 


FLL MEL LOL ALOR ABLE AOR AP BARBY | local sales. 


| lies.” 


in the | 


|who had been fired on the West | 


WEEI BREAKS OUT WITH 
RASH OF LIVE SHOWS 


Boston, Dec. 23. 
With its ayem “Coffee Club” off 
the network on Dec. 27, WEEI 
(CBS) replaces with a local variety 


show called “Beantown Varieties” 
bowing Dec. 30. An audience par- 
ticipation show, the Varieties is 


m.c.’'d by Carl Moore with the cast 
including Gloria Carroll, the Wild 
Azaleas, a western trio, and a seven 
piece band. 

| Also new to the 
as of same date is 
|Surrey Room,” also audience par- 
| ticipation, taking place in the Sur- 
|rey Room of the Hotel Touraine. 
| Usual breakfast setup with prizes 
plus coffee and donuts. Talent in- 
}cludes Bill Elliott, singing cop; Al 
Infantino, accordionist, and m.c. 
| Hal Newell. 

Third new WEEI show is “Hub 
Club,” half-hour weekday slot at 5:30 
| p.m. replacing Evelyn Howe's 
Miss Howe bows out to get 
married in the spring. “Hub Club” 
m.c..d by Sherman Feller and fea- 
tures hot 





WEEI audience 




















combination for music 
plus chatter, etc. 
Springfield 
\\—_e Continued from page 23 = 





tened was the man’s name reported. 
Keefe got to a ‘phone and then came 
the revolution. 

WSPR with a good newspaper- 
trained editor and a dependable leg- 
man, is the victim of a system 
whereby the announcers are the real 
news editors. They choose what- 
ever items suit them. This results 
{not only in plenty of ‘color” copy, 
but in the kind of negative editing 
that brought the station news of the 
death of the town’s leading banker 
in the early morning, but no broad- 
cast until the early afternoon. 

To the listener, 
| if there were 
|of the WSPR 
news bureau. 


announcers and 
One announcer, 
to adlibbing on the copy prepared 
|'by the bureau, encountered a typo- 
graphical error in copy referring+to 
one of the city's principal manufac- 


turers. He spent the next minute 
speculating in public whether the 
name was correct as written, or 


whether it might really be the com- 
pany it so obviously was intended 
to be. He ended up by confiding 
he’d check with the news bureau 
;and let the folks know in the next 
| Hewscast. The station settled the 
matter privately, but it didn’t add 
up to good public relations. On 
another occasion, an announcer 
aired, without checking with the 
news bureau, a participating attor- 
ney’s version of a police case the 
bureau had covered earlier. 

At WSPR, production oversights, 
too, have set a pattern other com- 
munities might do well to duck. A 
current singing commercial (for 
Ford) ends with a trumpet flourish 
and the announcer segues into: “Now 
the day’s obituaries.” The person 
who tunes in for the carefully pre- 

pared death notices gets the very 
uneasy sensation that the obits are 
| getting a Gabrielish buildup. 

WBZ-WBZA, the Westinghouse 
Boston and Springfield synchronized 
Stations, have made no attempt to 
| serve Springfield listeners with local 
news, while WACE, the Regional 
Broadcasting company’s new day- 
timer at neighboring Chicopee, has 
set up a one man news bureau which 
seems content to rewrite the Hol- 
yoke Transcript or the metropolitan 
papers which are served by local 
stringers. The station, born during 
the news blackout, is still struggling 
| for listeners, having done relatively 
little exploitation. 








WHYN, operated by the setvebe 1B 
Transcript, doesn’t come into Spring- | 


field reliably enough to fill the void, 
and its chief concern, anyway, is 
| Holyoke happenings. 

| With no strike settlement in sight, 
|listeners are taking what they're 
getting, but they're also dishing out 
| plenty at the stations’ expense. Not 
only professional newsmen are criti- 
cal of radio attempts at coverage, 
| but no woman’s club meeting is com- 
‘plete these days without a complete 
‘rehashing of the weirdest tangles 
by the announcers with familiar 
Springfield names. 


WGR’S NEW EXEC SETUP 


| Buffalo, Dec. 23. 

| Two veterans of the Buffalo Broad- 
| casting Co. were this week named 
executives in the newly-organized 
| WGR Broadcasting Corp. by Presi- 
dent I. Lounsberry. F. Robert 
Greene, who becomes assistant gen- 
eral manager, was with the Buffalo 
Co. 12 years, and Nat L. Cohen, new 
sales manager, was in charge of 
major accounts for the past 16 years. 


“Breakfast in the | 


riod of block programming 
| companied by a 





| ago, 


“Fol- | 


| through-Saturday 


it often sounds as | 
a feud between some | 
its | 
given | 


Block Programming Set 
Permanently at WCKY 
Following 6-Month Test 


Cincinnati, Dec. 23. 

At the windup of a six months 
tryout, WCKY is chalking up its ex. 
periment in block programming as 
a definite Hooperated success and is 
‘ncorporating the system as a per- 
manent basis for its air schedules tn 
1947. 

Block programming, which 
volves airing of one type of program 
over an extended period of time, was 
introduced at WCKY after the sta- 
tion’s execs conducted a survey of 
program techniques used at several 
New York indies including WNEW. 
WHN, WMCA and WNYC 

After launching the test six months 
WCKY went all out for the 
method even presenting its religious 
and public interest shows in block 
formation. Station's basic theory is 
brief hourly newscasts, with popular, 
semi-classical and classical music 
served in large quantities with a 
minimum of talk between numbers. 
System was started as a Monday- 
setup but the 
was extended into Sunday 
September after the initial pe- 
was ac- 
sharp increase in 
listener bee and mai: pull. 


in- 


format 
last 

















i Wbrep 








grams, both network and local, over a 
long period of years has developed for 
WKY « large. habitual audience, an 
audience “loyalty” of important sig- 
nificance to advertisers. 


Through a Diary Study conducted 
by Audience Surveys. inc., the degree 
of this “loyalty” has been measured: 
75% of the audience of the average 
WKY program is inherited from the 
preceding WKY program, 16% are new 
tune-ins. and 9% come to WKY from 
other stations. 


OKLAHOMA CITY 


\ 930 Ke. — NBC Affiliate 


OWNED AND OPERATED BY 
\ THE OKLAHOMA PUBLISHING CO. 


REPRESENTED BY 
THE KATZ AGENCY 











JACK ROURKE 


Productions 


6331 Hollywood Blvd. 
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ER FLAME : 
won Sidney's Orch, Rebert Nichel- 
Bernice Rickman, Evalyn Ty- 


n, 
nn 4 Harold Stepler, announcer 
producer: Harwood Martin 


Mins., Tues., 7:30 p.m. 
WASHINGTON GAS LIGHT 
WwMAL-ABC, Washington 


revamped musical 


This recently 
show shares the local ether with 
WRC-NBC's high budget, “Wash- 
ington Prelude.” Unlike the latter, 
howeve! “Wonder Flame” is straight 
musical It has enough class and 
pe to rate its share of listeners 
appeal | 
Format tandard fo! now ot 
+*) j , +} 
this LY pe iz-picce ( ( Opel W a) 
overture, then baritone Robert 
y holso! soprano Bernice Rick 
Nik ( 4 a T 
man pianist Evalyn yner al- 
jernate in doing their stuff Program 
move al good clip and sustain: 
interest th emphasis on “pop 
yu ' 
Stand ut on show Is piano ty list 
Tyner. Gal local product, who has 
played N 4 club dates, ana IS 
booked into the Roxy there for the 
nea ire. rates with Hazel Scott 
Che gives novelt and style to any 
number, varying from sentime ntal to 
jive Is currently fed out of D. ¢ 
on ABC net in a piano stint on Fri- 
days. at 12:0 
Progran pleasant thro hout 
\ Hare Stepler’s commercials 
emcet oot te ; ad easy 
to take Lowe 
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“HIRES TO YA'" 
FOR SECOND YEAR 
HIRES SUNDAY PARTY 
ABC, COAST-TO-COAST 


COUNT OF MONTE CRISTO 

With Carleton Yeung, 
others e 

| Writer: Mindret Lord 

| Producer-director: Reb Nye 

30 Mins.; Thurs., 8:36 p.m. 

| Sustaining 

| WOR-MBS, N. Y. 


As part of Mutual's new 
movement initiated recently 
gramming veepee Phillips Carlin and 
exec producer Walter Lurie. the net 
preemed its touted swashbuckling 
“costume” airer. “Count of Mont: 
Cristo.” from Hollywood last weel 
(19). While the 
blood arn inunaet 


digeno to this 1 


Go-West 


by pro- 


l- | ; 
acKead ne 


~iuppo 


openhel 


ealy 


ing a i 
Wrapped 
bright ( 
the beginning ot the ‘ series was 
nonetl 
The atmosphere f early 19th cen 
ury Pa ; i 
n the piece ; crioted by Mindret 
Lord 30b Nve 
Carletor ‘Count 
credible qualitv of awl city, anc 
Ann Stone came throug! as the 
nobleman’s soph 
and stooge to the mal 
ities While in this 


activitie 


ana prodauce DY 
Young gay the 


licated girl imena 


le aG 
tance 


actl\ 
those 
clothed in holly 
ield, the 
nevertheless es 


vere 
1 nil vord and sh 
chi 


hed themselves as worth watc! 


ratne! 
principal 
abl: 


racters 


for future development. The ri 
of the cast backe Young and M 
a plete co 
helpful t) 


petence, anc 


the musk T 
On the hole there 
lieve that Mutual has 
good format with this 
There had several othe 
tne to present 
drama—and thev had flopped rathet 
gnobly. It looks as if this one. which 
copped good ratings when it was on 
the Don Lee net commercially for 
two vears. will go over to a payoft 

Cars. 


rougho 
reason to be- 
hit upon a 
presentation 
efforts 


“costume 


been 


on ail 


CLEVELAND SYMPHONY 
ORCHESTRA 

With George Szell. conductor: Ru- 
dolph Ringwall, asseciate conduc- 
ter: announcer, Russ Williams 

60 Mins.; Sat., 6 p.m. 

CLEVELAND SESQUICENTEN- 


NIAL 
| WHK-Mutual, Cleveland 

Ii may come as a surprise to music 
lovers, but the Cleveland Symphony, 


laccording to recent nation-wide 
| Hooper, scored a 6.1, which topped 
the nations orchestras. Second ws 
the NBC Symphony with 2.7. Tn- 
figure, however. is not surprising to 
| Clevelanders, who long have boosted 
their symphony. Now that George 
| Szell has taken over the baton, high 
| hopes are expressed that the network 
| will continue to find a sponsor. For 
ithe first 13 weeks. until Jan. 1, the 
| Cleveland Sesqui has footed the bill. 


the vear it will be- 
over the 
Symphony is do- 

job is reflected 


| After the turn of 
}come_ sustaining 
!network. That the 
outstanding 


}ing an 


Ann Stene, 


| kid's 


Mutual | 


VARIETY 
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feet < FHOH4 $6444 F666GG6 + | ease TOMORROW 


‘Follow-up Comment; 


FEEPEF9$66446090004646664 | 


Jack Parr is the newest entrant in 
the comedy sweepstakes on the air. 
with Tom Luckenbill, William Esty’s 
radio chief. spotting him for a build- 
up on the Vaughn Monroe Saturday 
night show on CBS. He preemed a 
series of guest shots on the program 
iast week (21). when he shared the 
spotlight with Lionel Hampton. 

Part S a punchy, trip-hammered 

seit . “3 


petrays 


ood | for o nship. B 


For the first 
Ginny Simms 
& Rubicam a 


Its gue tars 


13-week cycle of the 
Borden show, Young 
gency was Staggering 
before makin a de- 
permanent comedy siot 
went to Donald O'Con- 
over last F: (20) 


aSls ot nnor’s 


( on on a 

fill-in. Choice 
nor. who took 
night () the 


IGay 


Prati I manne! tne choice 
probaDly a Nappy one. but unfortu 
little detail of a script 
much rushoff treat 
ying the laudatory in- 
hypoing the CBS stanza 
probably nothing wrong 
that ripting 
Miss Simms con- 
voice 


natel tne 
Zot pretty 
ment, nullif 
tent ol 
There 
Wi1tn this 


}00 


of a 


show 800d 
cure 


fine 


can't 
tinues 1n 


Simplicity was the keynote that 
put Dick Haymes’ special Auto-lite 
Christmas show over as sock listen- 
ing pleasure last Thuresday (19). 
With almost every other Christmas 
program falling conveniently into 
religious, cClassico-literary or carol 
categories, the Haymes show w73 
simply a musical re-living of every 
Christmas. 
Semi-dramat was 
sic box operetta, with a 
original songs by Gordon 
who also directed the music for the 
program. Christmas career of young 
master Haymes was followed through 


built into a mu- 
Series ol 


Jenkins, 


the years. with Haymes’ narration 
} s€gueing into the voice of a child 
asking about decorations, or whether 
it’s time to get up yet, or telling 
what the world will be like after 
he’s grown up and changed it all 
Sentimental, but never maudlin 

Choral and orchestral work was 
excellent Christmas portion was 
limited pretty much to the second 
half of the show and it was all sock 
stuff. 

WNEW, N. Y., last Wednesday 
|; night (18) aired one of the payoff 
shows in the series it’s been giving 


in the fact that WGN and WOR now | time for the last couple months in 


transcribe the 6 o'clock show for re- 
broadcast. 

Usually 
or four 


the orchestra plays three 
selections chosen by Szell 
for their listening appeal. 
| the scores are well prepared by 
George Smith of the Symphony's 
public relations staff, and Russ Wil- 
liams does an outstanding radio job 
lat the mike. A speaker, discussing | 
|the attributes of Cleveland i 
jnection with the Sesqui, Is also 
| heard, and this format will be con- 
the show goes sustain- 


| 
| 


| tinued when 
| ing. 
| As a special feature, the symphony 
|is bringing to its listeners the works 
of outstanding contemporary com- | 
posers. Latest was the Walter An- 
derson’s 
with Maestro Ringwall conducting. 
The orchestra's presentation was well 
done. showing the full depth and in- 
spiration of the writer's knowledge 
of his people. 

The symphony’'s high rating, its | 
fine treatment of selections and its | 
willingness to introduce new fea- 
tures. all contribute to the program's 
| popularity and the hopes that a 
| Cleveland industrialist will recognize 
| the hour's advantages for a commer- 
cial venture. Mark. 





CLUB 800 
With Bob Harvie 
25 Mins.: 4:05-4:30, Mon.-Thur.-Fri. 





! 
| Sustaining 
| CJAD, Montreal 

Here's a smart disk jock idea 
which caters to the bobbysoxers 
This is one of the few sustainers 
aired by this indie. but it shows 
| smaft enterprise and planning on 
| the part of J. / rthur pupent. CJAD 
operator. 

Bob Harvie does the gabbing and 
it’s a smart job. It’s catered to the 
i’teen agers as they come out of 
i classes in the afternoon and plays 
| up the various schools, birthdays, 

gatherings, etc, via sane talk. 


Harvie works to a small aud and 


works it so that invitations are 
limited to those who haven't been 
| up before. Various informal quizzes 
| are carried on with the kids be- 
| tween platters, for which prizes are 

It's all good. clean merchandising, 
ideally suited to catch the after- 
school trade. Spot plugs for various 


| 

| given. 
} 

| nicely, 
} 

‘ 


merchants are worked in 

| with products featuring something 
that both the methers and kids are 
interested in. Laza. 


Notes on | 


| conjunction 
| tion 


} 
j 
| 
' 


| 


in con- | eight 


workshop run for vets 
George Wallach of American Thea- 
tre Wing. Stanza was a payola in 
more sense than one. being the first- 


prize winner ($300) in a special con- 
test for scripters doing the best 
show based on the “Best Years of 
Our Lives” film. Samuel Goldwyn 
had offered $500 in prizes. Sixty- 

scripts were submitted. Sec- 


{ond prize ($150) went to John Blank, 


“Variations on a Spiritual,” | 


| pic 


| sense a critique, 


| 


| 


| Writer-Producer: Sel Panitz 
7:30-8 p.m., Tuesdays 
WINX, Washington 


This is a new 26-week dramatic 
series whose purpose is to fight 
ignorance and intolerance on all 
fronts. It is produced locally with 


talent and as_ such is 
unique in Washington radio, Format 
of the dramas is similar to that of 


many of the Col imbia Workshop ance 


hometown 


WMCA iN. Y.) “New World A’ 
Coming” series. Flywheel of the 
WINX productions is Sol Panitz, 
proaucel of all and author of a good 
mal ara 

Vic 1 te 
vas } ek (lijiaq 10¢ ent 
il ( he K < x Shc Ss 
not oni or } 1 rut acnie vf 
re pe Le il } ¢ ty ro n Is 
( clu rf oca K 

c ¢ 

é <KK i 
ONE iT | 

The “ pullt yund 

act Orv OL ¢ Gl ( retur! to 

etow of Ai ila in Is 
di to e |} ill 
He re ( ( i tto 
VO e ] le ) ene I 
the dio dience at the mil tv 
between the KKK rings Y 
pre r Hi eT in Gern V 
Th Ss opinio I or¢ ( LLeT a 

I C} ‘ 

e\ it? J Si € ot 
K le ole re ire 

ads eporter mn conndence n 
formers ide e KI ! i- 
tion.) 

Stil! late! l 1 on as i Ve 
the Atlanta American Vet ns Com- 
mittee office the GI L. rr’ l ylack 
jacked and pped by Klansmen 
The experience lines him up openly | 
on the opposition tea ind he vows 
to stav on in Atlanta and to mobilize 
public sentiment against the hate 
|} Organization, 

“KKK” well-constructed, ringing 
with sincerity, and action-packed. It} 
is provocative radio and “radio with | 
a message.” In this particular pro-} 
gram, however, a small reservation 
must be made on the characteriza- | 
tion of “Larry” wv se long-winded 
and highly-emotion: soul-searching 
may have lessened the desired propa- 
ganda effect of the piece. There is no 


of the radio congre- 
Panitz’s strong 
will be well- 


doubt that those 
gation who share 
feelings on intolerance 


pleased with the program. Question 
is whether or not the _ indifferent, | 
socially-unconscious listener will be 
won over to the ide of light and| 
justice by the high-strung “Larry” 
or will merely dial out 

Othe1 how n the series have 
dealt deftly and successfully with 
the story of a Negro cook on an all- 
white ship. and of “Tom Paine. the 
| Immigrant.” Holl. 


Fiorello H. LaGuardia, expressing his 
| sentiments about the friend he had 
promoted to head the N. Y. force, | 


with the radio produc- | 
by | 


| Bavester: Wylie Adams 





was tops. | 


NBC’s weekly ‘Home Is What You 


| Make It” last Saturday (21) was ai 
, special Christmas number written 
by Lou Hazam, titled “Suffer the 
Little Children,” and based on| 
Biblical quotations. Holiday trim- | 
ming for the stanza was furnished 
by the 32-voice Boys High School } 


| of Brooklyn 
| dom-heard Christi. 


choir, which sang sel- | 


aS songs, but did | 


while first was copped by Johnny | them in the emotionless manner of | 
Schram. | overtrained vocalists. But the dra- 

Schram’s piece, titled “Retrospect,” | matic portion. narrated by Ben | 
was an imaginative 15-minute show | Grauer and with a top cast directed | 


in which a future professor of an- 
cient history lectures before his class 
of post-atomic-era kids about the 
“downfall of the ancient American” 
Civilization. Title of the Goldwyn 
comes in only as one of the 
three factors responsible for the 
decay of those primitive Americans: 
“Liquor. Money and the Cliche.” 
| Outstanding example of the cliche 
is American tendency always to re- 
fer to something past and done, no 
matter how corny, as having oc- 
curred in “the best years of our 
lives.” Thus, the first prize winner 
was in a sense a rib, in another 
of the very theme 
| prized in the Goldwyn film. 


| bit on 


| gentle 


Station and Wing are to be con- | 
gratulated on the talent they've 
| helped develop and mature through | 
| the series, as exemplified by the 
writing and _ production of the 


Schram show. The proceedings last 
Wednesday (18) were extended into 
a half-hour for ceremonies involv- 
ing MacKinlay Cantor and Bert Ly- 


tell But the 15-minute presenta- 
tions stay cn the air in the narrower 
format 

“Gangbusters,” which lost 1ts 
emcee, former N. Y. Police Com 
missioner Lewis J. Valentine. by 
death, last week, paid tribute to this 


on its 
Saturday 


outstanding 
regular ABC 


“Honest Cop” 
network time 


night (21). L. E. Waterman Co., | 
sacrificing its commercial, let the en- | 
tire stanza tell the biog of Valentine 
Unfort nately, poor production 
made for a draggy show through 
which the character of the subject 
showed ali right. but in which the 


action was jumpy and unexciting 
Best parts of the show were done by | 
amateurs. A N. Y. cop identifying | 
jhimself only by his shield number 
,sounded dramatically moving as he 
introed the Police Glee Club for a 
iclosing number. And former Mayor | 


by socked home 
disease and suffer- | 
among the children of 
we today. Result was that the 
half-hour carried a punchy wallop 
on behalf of doing something really 
Christmasy by way of helping al- 
leviate that suffering. 


Garnet Garrison, 
the starvation. 
ing current 





had a smart musical | 
“We the People” Sunday (22), 
in a Christmas “Song Story” built 
around a department store run by 
Santa Claus. Idea and treatment 
were clever, with radio programs. | 
commercials and spots coming in for | 
kidding. 


Lyn Duddy 


| THIS IS JOHN PARIS 


| With Paris, Ralph Norman String 
| Quartet 


Writer: Maggy Fisher 


15 Mins.; Mon., Tues., 8:15 p.m. 
Sustaining 
WJZ-ABC, N. Y. 

One of the latest singing importa- 
tions from France, John Paris is 
lending a vocal equipment and style 
to this stanza which lifts it to a 
strong program bet. Femme dialers 
in particular will be snared by the 
exotic patois and omantic ole th 

ne putters r i 
as a mellow baritone Ln; < al 
nixture of Sablon and Crosby 
it bein in i tat ( r ¢ 
s al handles een 

' hich brief y é 

) the preem ist : 1¢ 
t ris themed with There Reon: ce 
n the Air,” bounced through “Sweet 
and Lovely” and “Gal in Calico.” 
and closed sentimentally it “Ti! 
Be Yours,” rendered in both Frene} 
and English. Ralph Norma: tring 

up backed up nicely. The net- 
work is planning to slot this pro- 

am On a three-a-week basis. with 
Paris also going into the we dnesday 
Spot vacated bv Fierelle H. 

La Guardian this week He 








This lad is really on the 
ball and it looks as if he 
is going to drive a long 
one. We ed men are al- 
‘on the ball” and 
they hit all prospects 
hard and often. 
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“SECRETS OF SCOTLAND YARD” 


Real-life crime thrillers, starring stage and screen actor 
of international reputation, 


records of Scotiand Yard by Percy Hoskins, chief crime 
reporter of the London "Daily Express." 


Half-hour Dramatized Transcriptions for 
World Distribution Offered by 


TOWERS OF LONDON LIM!TED 
84 Hallam Street, London, W.1 


Represented in the United States by 


RADIO FEATURES OF AMERICA 
37 West 46th Street, New York City 19 


taken from the authentic 
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Paramount-DuMont Tele Net Nixed 


As FCC Raps Multiple Ownership, 


But Par’s L.A. Firm Gets License 





Washington, Dec. 23. 

Rosy plans of Paramount Pictures 
and th Allen B. DuMont Labora 
tories, I for a coast-to-coast 
dependent network of television sta 
tions were ittered once and for all 
by FCC last Friday (20) 

As predicted by VARIETY a yeal 
ago, FCC cracked down on the i 
terlock , owne rship of Paramount 
in the DuMont television Labs and 
Interstate Circuit, Inc. of Dalla 
Tex., an exhibitor company, in which 
Par holds 50% interest. FCC told 
the pic company bluntly it would 
have » shave down its sizeable 
holdings in DuMont and Interstate 
or stand to forfeit some of its pend- 
ing tele applications and jeopardize 
others on file from the latter two 
companie 

Commission made the announce 
I t aS lt gave Par’s Television Pro 
uctio Inc., a tele station in Lo 
Angeles. Company already is licen- 
see of WBKB, Chicago, through 


Balaban & Katz 


subsidiary 


A year ago when VARIETY uncov- 
ered the multiple tele interests of 
Par, the film company also held a 
50°, interest in the Comerford Pub- 


lix Theatres of Scranton, which later 
dropped its bid for a video station. 
In the past year, Par itself has 
dropped a bid for a San Francisco 
tele station. And FCC, in Friday's 
announcement, admitted it had erred 
in accusing Par of a tieup with a 
television bid from The Maison 
Blanche Co. of New Orleans. The 
film company has no stock interest 
in Maison Blanche. 

However, FCC went on to say that 
Par’s “controlling” or potentially 
“controlling” interests in a present 
total of nine television applications 
is definitely in violation of an FCC 
ruling forbidding one company from 
owning more than five video outlets. 

Four 0 & O 

Par admits to ownership of four 
wholly-owned subsidiaries in the 
market for tele operation. These 
are Television Productions, Inc., of 
L A.: Balaban & Katz, Chi; United 
Detroit Theatres, Detroit; and New 
England Theatres, Boston. 

In addition, Par owns all the 
Class B stock of DuMont, which al- 
ready has two _ stations (WABD, 
N. Y., and WTTG, Washington) and 
is applying for three others in Cin- 
cinnati, Cleveland, and Pittsburgh. 
Par is half-owner of Interstate Cir- 
cuit, Inc. of Dallas and, FCC said, 


Coloring the Record 
Wa neton, Dec, 23 


The television hearings 


COLO! 


begun by the FCC here a cou- 
ple weeks ago will be continued 

New York, Jan. 27, when CBS 
Will demonstrate its tint radio 


before the 0 niSslo for the 


Cora 

Commission ant.ounced today 
that any other organizations that 
may want to demonstrate color 
television apparatus may do so 
at the same time in N. Y., pro- 
viding they notify FCC not later 
than Jan. 6 After these dem- 
onstrations, the hearings will be 


resumed here 





WBT Sets 140-Hr. Negro 
Fund Raising Project 
With Goal of $78,000 


Charlotte, Dec. 23. 
A 140-hour period of programming 
extending for 20 hours a day over 


a period of seven days is being 


given over by WBT, CBS outlet here, 


to one public service project, be- 
ginning next Thursday (26), The 


project has the goal of raising $78,- 


000 to make up a deficit of that sum 


in a $250,000 building fund campaign 


previously started here on behalf of 


a new 


YM-YWCA building for Ne- 
groes 

When the building fund drive fell 
short by 78G, Charles H. Crutchfield, 
general manager of the station, of- 
fered WBT’s facilities to raise that 
sum. He has engaged a staff of 
special community fund raising ex- 
perts to help him, but the main ef- 
fort will be made by devoting every 
minute of the station’s sustaining 
time during the seven days to this 
campaign. 

Teeing off with the 5 a.m. Grady 
Cole farm show, and ending with the 
1 a.m. “Dancing Party,” each show, 
including newscasts, commentaries, 
dramats, and special spots, will be 
angled toward the drive. 

All listeners who send in contri- 
butions will be given “gold bricks” 
as a symbol of their gifts to the 
building fund. Donors of $2,000 and 
up will have plaques bearing their 
names decorate rooms in the build- 


is able to exercise an effective veto i°8 to be erected for the YM-YWCA. 


On any corporate action. 


In DuMont, Par is also one of the | 


three largest holders of Class A! 
stock. No one person controls the 
A stock, which elects five of the 
eight DuMont directors, except 
through solicitation of proxies. 
Though Par has never solicited 
proxies, FCC noted it has not 


waived this right. 

The DuMont certificate of incor- 
poration, FCC notes, also provides 
that no corporate action shall be 


} 


taken without majority vote of di- | 


rectors of both Class A and Class B | 


stock. Since Par owns all the Class 


B, it can effectively block any cor- | 


porate move. 

FCC's ruling, while 
only to Paramount in the television 
field, is significant for other radio 
corporations where a marginal stock 
division is made. Par has tradition- 
ally used this pattern of holding 
50% of the stock but electing a 
minority of the directors. It was 
pointed out that Par had a similar 


Scophony. 


MCA Sets Rathbone !n 
New MBS Sleuth Series 


Basil Rathbone, who was in the 
Broadway legiter, “Obsession,” that 
folded recently, while its run kept 
him out of resuming work this sea- 
son on “Adventures of Sherlock | 
Holmes” on the ABC net, will have 
his own British detective stanza on 
Mutual, beginning Jan. 21. 

Shuw, a Music Corp. of America| 
package tabbed “Scotland Yard,” | 
will go on the Mutual net Tuesday | 
nights, in the 8 to 8:30 spot. 

As of this week, the writer and di- ! 





rector for the show have not yet 
been set. Show will originate from | 
New York until such time as film: 


commitments may take Rathbone to 


ination to Hollywood. 


; | 
applicable | that putting people to sleep via television was so successful as to be po- 





‘TOWN HALL’ TELECAST 

Marking the second time a radio 
show is televised ait the same time 
it’s broadeast, ABC television is 
slated to do a remote pickup of 
“America’s Town Meeting” Thurs- 
day (26) from its broadcast site in 
Schenectady, 
mitted over WRGB, General Elec- 
tric station in that city. 


Telecast will be trans- | 


Wildberg Sees Drama In 
Tele; Signs With DuMont 


John Wildberg becomes the first 
legit producer to become associated 
with television on a permanent basis 
through a deal signed this week 
with DuMont, in which he'll advise 
the DuMont staff problems of 
| production script and casting. 
| In addition, the producer 





on 


has 





| formed the Wildberg Television Pro- | 


under which he plans 
fot 


web. iWew 


duction Corp., 
to package his own shows 
DuMont 


zation is Ct 


pres- 


entation over tne 
irrently rounding 
talent and 


work on 


organ 


up experienced video 


Wildberg 
Jan. 1. 


ILGWU Starts FM 
Biz ina Big Way 
With 6 Stations 


plans to. start 


Loz 


contract for six FM transmit 
ters and six sets of broadcasting stu 
dios—probably the largest single 
contract yet placed in the FM field 
was made last week between the 
Unity Broadcasting Corp. and Ray- 
mond M. Wilmotte, Ine 
Unity is solely owned by the In- 
ternational Ladies Garmen Workers 


Union (AFL), which already has FM 


permits in Chattanooga, St. Louis | 
and Hollywood, and has applied to 
the FCC for FM licenses in New 


York, Boston and Philadelphia. 
The contract, made between 
pioneer Paul Demars, chief construc- 
tion engineer for Wilmotte, 
Frederick C. Umhey, exec sec of the 
ILGWU and secretary of Unity, calls 
for the building and outfitting of the 
six transmitters and sets of 
at a price totaling $600,000. 
Wilmotte is going to start the Chat- 
tanooga plant first, erecting the 
transmitter on Signal Mountain out- 
side the city and fitting out the stu- 
dios in a bank building in the center 
of town. The Chattanooga operation, 
according to Morris Novik, radio con- 
sultant for the union, is expected to 
be on the air in about six months. 
Actually, there are six separate 
Unity broadcasting corporations, one 
for each of the states in which the 
ILGWU has applied for FM licenses 
or has obtained them. The Wilmotte 
| agreements were made in the names 
of the six separate outfits, but the 
,; overall deal was set on a “whole- 
sales basis,” so that union is buying 
the transmitters and studio equip- 
iment at a lower rate per unit. 
| As soon as each station is ready to 


| 


and | 


| 


| 


studios | 


| was 


| outfits 


| go on the air, Umhey and Novik said, | 


| program and business staffs will be 


| show, while Don Lee and NBC each | 


|appointed, and stock purchases will | 


| be possible for local people who may 

/want to participate in owning and 
financing the local stations. 

| Beginning of the actual construc- 


| 
| 


tion of the stations for Unity is be- | 
lieved not only to mark the largest | 


contract for this type of transmit- 


of large-scale building of educational 
‘and labor participation in FM. 





“Inside Stuff—Television 


BBC television's experiment with hypnotism last week, in which it found 


| tentially dangerous, was ruled out by most U. S. tele execs months ago. 
_ ABC production chief Harvey Marlowe, for one, had been enthusiastic 
notist Ralph Slater on a video screen | 
and had attended several of Slater’s shows to get ideas on recasting him 


| 


over the possibilities of putting hyp 


for video. 


ABC brass, however, nixed the idea for the same reasons as BBC chiefs 


last week. 


BBC experiment was carried on a closed circuit, during which 


arrangement with Arthur Levey in | hypnotist Peter Casson put four of the six subjects to sleep. 


One BBC 


exec pointed to the potential dangers if a Hitler-like personality took over 
a tele studio at a time when almost every home has a set. 
Humorous note was added to the discussion by John F. Royal, NBC exec 


veepee over television. 


Reasserting NBC's intentions to ban hypnotists 


from tele, Royal declared: “If people go to sleep watching our shows, it 
will be from natural causes, not because of hypnotism.” 





Indicative of a considerable change of heart is the attitude of the Los 


Angeles Times regarding television. 


While all other local papers, except- 


ing the show biz-conscious Hollywood Citizen News, continue to ignore 


radio and video, the Times, now a p 


rospective tele operator awaiting FCC 


action on its application, is giving television much play. Washington, D. C., 


hearings, receiver information, etc., 
type. 


are carried at the drop of a line of 


Video will actually be a return to the ether for the Times which at 
one time owned Don Lee’s KHJ but sold it. 


Sheet doesn’t want to make 


the same mistake again and is doing all it can, including followups on 


DAILY VARIETY to hypo interest in th 


e medium. 


CBS was not so surprised with t 


he “surprise” announcement of RCA 


recently that it. too, had a color television system, its trade bombshell all- 


electronic system. What the trade 
part of RCA in announcing its baby 


thought was beautiful timing on the 
in time to disturb CBS’ pitch to the 


FCC was really a known, if uncomfortabie, fact to CBS. The latter had 
been invited about a month previous to the announcement to look into 


r ry te | the RCA system in an RCA attempt to cause a CBS retreat. 
the Coast, when it will move its orig-| CBS refused to 


be frightened off. 


‘ballyhooed demonstrations and its FCC pitch. 


However, 


CBS insisted on holding its well- 


ters yet made, but also the beginning | 


| 


| 


' 


NBC, ABC, Times-Mirror, Thackrey, 
Anthony, Par, Get Tele Nod for L.A. 





‘Community’ Video 

Washington, Dec. 23. 
The first “community-type” 
television station was given a 
green light by FCC last Friday 
(20) when Broadcasting Corp. 
of America, Riverside, Calif., 
broadcast on 


was authorized to 
the No. 1 video channel (44- 
s0mec). 

The No channel has been 
reserved for tele stations out- 
side metropolitan areas, but up 
to this time there have been no 
bidders for this type of opera- 
tion 

W. L. Gleason and his wife, 
M. L. Gleason, are principals in 


the tele station and also licensees 
of a standard station, KPRO, 
Riverside, 

Assignment of the No. | chan- 
nel is further Indication that the 
definitely made 
44-5Ome 


which held 


commission has 
up its mind to take the 
band away trom FM 
it before the war A Senate 
resolution, due to be reintro- 
duced by Senator Charles Tobey 
of New Hampshire in the 80th 
Congress, calls for an investiga- 
tion of FCC's decision to move 
FM out of this part of the spec- 
trum, 








em NBC Locks Out Par’s 


Pitch for Telecast Of 


Rose Bowl Football 


Hollywood, Dec. 23. 


NBC locked horns with Para- 
mount’s Television Productions and 
refused to let the firm make a live 


telecast of the Rose Bow! game, in- | 


dicating the tack to be taken in fu- 
Teleprod 

do 
the 


asked for 
the video 
net had no televi- 
sion outlet here. However, the nix 
given by the net, which will 
carry the broadcast of the game and 
also make 16m prints to rush East 
for outlet over the skein’s video sta- 
tion there. 
NBC has 


has per- 


chore 


ture. 
mission to 
inasmuch as 


controlled broadcasi- 


television rights to the Bowl game 


for past 18 years. 


With regard to the Tournament of 


Roses parade, however, three rival 
will televise the Pasadena 
blossom strut simultaneously. Tele- 
prod will handle the event as a live 


will have films processed for rush 
job of showing, latter sending film 
East for outlet in New York. 


er a ee 


British See U. S. Sports 


Events Via Television 


London, Dec. 23. 

Pictures of American sports 
events, usually eliminated from Brit- 
ish newsreels because of the British 
audiences’ lack of interest, are final- 
ly getting a play in London, but 
through television. 

NBC officials here last week bor- 
rowed a viewing room from BBC to 
show films of the Army-Navy foot- 
ball game, which were taken by 
NBC cameramen in the U. S. and 
flown over. NBC invited 10 Ameri- 
can correspondents and 20 Army and 


' Navy officers to witness the film. 


Pictures were later transmitted by 
BBC as part of a regular television 
show. Way the film was cut, how- 
ever, and the BBC educational com- 
mentary appended to it, made it of 
little interest to Americans. 





Klaine Carrington 
(Queen of Soapers) 
asks 


“Does Radio Want 
New Writers?’’ 


* * * 
in the forthcoming 
41st Anniversary Number 


of 


RIETY 














+ Washington, Dec. 23 
A half-dozen companies won FCC 
approval to operate television 
tions in the Los Angeles-Hollywood 
area last Friday (20) when grants 
| were distributed to NBC, ABC. tha 
Times-Mirror Co., P i 


Sta- 


Tel 
ClieVISION 


| auc tions, Inc.: Dorothy S Thackre: 
and Earle C. Anthony. 

FCC did not act on an pplication 
|of the Don Lee Network for the 


| seventh available tele channel. FCC 
| officials reported that the 
| sion not act on that 
outcome of a Ja 


commis- 
would request 
lary 
the renewal licenses of the 
net's four o. & o. stati®ns. Don Lee 
lis o. the hot seat for alleged viola- 
| tion of the chain broadcasting reg. 
ulations 
A split 


pending hear. 


ing on 


FCC vote of 4-to-? 


Was 
cast on the Anthony grant, with 
|Commissioners Clifford J. Durr and 
| Rosel Hyde voting to defer action 
| until the commission decides whether 
or not to renew the license of his 
station KFI, Los Angeles KFT is on 
the hook because of protests against 


its firing of six commentators in 
1945 and a new policy requiring all 
commentators to be 
ployees, 

FCC made the grant to Television 
Inc., a Paramount Pic- 
tures subsidiary, with several reser- 
vations. Reference was made to the 
pending anti-trust suit against Tele- 
| vision Productions, General Preci- 
sion Instrument Co., and Scophony, 


station 


em- 


Productions 


|for alleged attempts to monopolize 
| tele patents. Commission said it 
| saw no reason to deny a grant to 


Par now on this count, but reserved 
the right to question its license re- 
newal should the court find Tele 
| Productions guilty of the charges. 
'(In any event, the radio act 
quires FCC to refuse a station li- 
cense to anyone convicted by a court 
| of attempting to create a monopoly. 

No date has yet been set for trial 
of the Scophony suit. The Justice 
Dept., it is understood, is trying to 
decide whether or not to appeal to 
the Supreme Court against the New 
| York court's finding that it has no 
jurisdiction over the British corre- 
spondent, Scophony, Ltd. 


TELESETS HIT PEAK 
WITH 1,800 IN NOV. 


Washington, Dec. 23. 

Over 1,800 television receivers 
were turned off assembly lines in 
November, the largest number pro- 
duced in any month since VJ-Day, 
the Radio Manufacturers Assn. re- 
ported today. November video set 
| production was more than twice that 
of October, when only 827 sets were 
reported. 

Total radio set output in Novem- 
ber fell below the record October 
figure, RM said, due largely to the 
| fact there were fewer working days 
in November. Slightly less than 1,- 


re- 


| 500,000 sets were produced last 
|} month. ; 
| FM receiver production in No- 


vember showed a slight gain over 
October, reaching 27,330 as against 
23,793. This was the highest output 
of combination AM-FM_ receivers 
this year. 


Tele to Screen Congress 
Session for First Time 


Session of Congress is slated to be 








covered by television for the pe? 
' time on Jan. 3 when NBC, CBS an 
'DuMont pool resources to bring 


viewers in Washington, Philadelphia 
and New York scenes of the opening 
of the 80th Congress. : 

For the pickup, two Image Orth'- 
con cameras will be stationed !" 
the House of Representatives OP- 
posite the speaker’s rostrum. Two 
more I.0.’s are to be placed outside 
the Capitol to pick up scenes of the 
| arrival of congressmen. All —_ 
| nets will contribute facilities an 
| personnel for the telecast, which is 
| scheduled to go on the air abou 
| 





| noon, 
Images will be transmitted over 
the Bell System’s coaxial cable. 





Minneapolis—C. E Stephens. sales 
manager of KSTP, will quit shortly 
‘after Jan. 1 to go into pro tem Te- 
\tirement. Stephens, in early pos 
‘will devote two years to traveling 
|with house trailer. He and Mrs. 
| Stephens are selling house and furn!- 
iture to make clean break ard fol- 
‘low the seasons. He plans then to 
‘get back into radio. 
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Carle May Reach 7,000,000 Disks 
For Top Band Sales in the Past Yr. 


Farnkie 
which 
ing from 


have been labelled 


chestra, 
corn to manana, 


everyth 
is probably 
among bands for 1946. Carle’s state- 
ment from Columbia Records for the 


ment ‘ pe . 
first six months of this year indicates 
a total sale of approximately 3,285,- 
000 disk and the dope is that the 
eecond six months, ending Dec. 31, 
will be better. 

If the prediction on the second 
alf is correct Carle will have sold 
during 1946 between 6,500,000 and 


7,000,000 disks. There may have been 
hands, such as Tomy Dorsey’s, Harry 
James and Benny Goodman, who at 
the height of sales interest sold more 
disks in 12 months, but they couldn't 
have gone much beyond the pianist s 
‘46 figure, if at all. And there’s no 
question that Carle has outsold any 
band on any label, since this 
similar to last, has been a 
singer's paradise. Name 
haven't been near the soloists 
sales figures, with the exception 
Carie 


rival 
year, 


in 
of 





Palladium Sings 
Siren Sugar Song 
To Guy Lombardo 


Hollywood, Dec. 23. 

Maury Cohen, operator of the Pal- 
ladium, has commenced negotiations 
in effort to lure Guy Lombardo band 
into his terpalace for a run next 
autumn, It is understood Cohen is 
offering Lombardo biggest guaran- 
tee-plus-percentage terms the Pal- 


will close the room on a two-week 

ladium ever has proffered = an | yn, preceded for a similar period | 

orchestra. by Victor Lombardo. Several other 

However, ballroom operator is not | pands which had been due to fol- 

very sanguine over his chances Of |jow were cancelled. Elliot Law- 

inking Lombardo, who for years NOW | rence was one: he was to have 
has mechanically nixed all ter- |! : 


palace bids Last location job he 
undertook on Coast was a stand at 
Cocoanut Grove a decade ago. When 
on Metro lot one year 
refused offer 
nights at Pacific 
hall in San 


here ago, 
Lombardo 
for three 


hoofing 


cameras. 

Palladium is pretty solidly set 
deep into next calendar. Following 
Charlie Spivak opening Thurs. (26), 
carded to come in at six-week in- 
tervals are Vaughn Monroe, Stan 
Kenton, Les Brown, Tony 
Gene Krupa. That fills out the 
sked to July 22, and for period be- 
yond Cohen figures on Sammy Kaye, 
Jimmy Dorsey, Tex Beneke, Xavier 


Cugat and, of course, Lombardo— 
possibly. 


J. DORSEY SEEN SET 
UNDER M-G LABEL 


It is very probable that 
Dorsey's orchestra will have com- 
pleted a deal with the new M-G-M 
label by the end of this week. Since 


») “ce , 
Dorsey secured a release from Decca | 


Several weeks “back, he has been 


dickering with the Metro subsid and 
b 


ever, the M-G-M deal is apparently 
more attractive. 


If Dorsey seals with M-G-M, the 
band 7 


been able 


; to grab in the face of de- 
termined 


a _ Opposition on talent by 
Tival major diskers. 


Arnaz Cuts Ciro’s Date 
In Half With Approval 


p Hollywood, Dec. 23. 
c Jesi Arnaz band will close at 
peda Dec. 31, after run of six weeks. 
riginally ticketed for 12 
aa und nitery agreed to disso- 
tion of pact following New Year's 
ve whee. 
Biz hasn’ 
of late, and 
ule 








t been too forte at spot 


here recordings and a musical 
tional eae Soe Universal ~ Inter 
for bowie _ he gives as reasons 
has been = Ut, However, orchestra 

een tabbed for three-day stand 


at Aragon ballroom, opening Jan. 17 


Ro . . 
wi ee Sherwood will reorganize 


‘asin tollywood musicians men for 
hie} 0 Gardens date, starting Jan 
» Ne disbands jn east this week. 





Carle's piano and or-¢ 


the top record seller | 


bands | 


of $12,000 | 
Square | 
Diego, over a} 
weekend when band was not before | 


Pastor, | 


Jimmy | 


also talking to Mercury, which has | 
een very anxious to sign him. How- | 


ill be first important orches- | 
ral property the new company has! 


stanzas, ' 


band has a heavy sched- | 





'Walker Easts After 
Metro Studio Meets 


Hollywood, Dec. 23. 

Frank Walker, prexy of M-G-M 

| Records, planed back to New 
jheadquarters Saturday (21) after 
| three-day here with Metro 
studio execs. Talks centered chielfly 
around details which required last- 
smoothing before waxery 


contabs 


minute 
commences production at its Bloom- 


field, N. J., plant 
Marvin Schenck. M-G-M_ v>p., 
|after five days on local scene con- 


|ferring with Jesse Kaye, plattery’s 
| Coast chieftain, trained for New 
York last Friday (20). 


Chi Sherman Hotel 


| - 


the 
main 
is drop- 


Sherman hotel, Chicago, for 
past one of the 


“prestige” name band spots 


few 





years 


| Ping its band policy as of Feb. 28.-| 


{Sherman’s Panther Room, which 
housed the biggest combos available 
at various times, has, like a majority 
| of the non-band cafes and the users 
lof musie, not been doing 
i well recently at the b.o., and 
|hotel’s n domo, Ernie Byfield, 
present the policy 


too. 


ajor 
ifeels that for 
{must be laid aside 

After Feb. 28, the Panther Room 
will be redecorated and renamed 
with a sort of Beachcomber or Copa- 
cabana motif, but will be a restau- 
}rant only As of the moment 
are no plans to use entertainment of 
any sort. Raymond Scott's orchestra 


the 


opened March 9 


His Musicians Held To 
Have Nixed Sweetening 


So Herman Breaks Up 


Chicago, Dec. 23. 


One of the reasons for the aban- 
donment of his current orchestra 
by Woody Herman, one that’s said 


here to have been the primary cause 
of the action, is He*man’s inability 
to musicians that a 


convinee his 


change of musical ideas was nec- 
/essary. It’s no secret that Her- 
ij man’s band was composed of a 


group of men who desired nothing 
more than to play the type of mu- 


sic the band has been dispensing 
| for the past two years, and which 
made it one of the better swing 
bands. But. the boys wouldn't set- 
tle for quieting down 

It's said that Herman and _ his 
| managers recognized the recent 
trends away from hotter arrange- 


ments, and wanted to soften his de- 
livery. Men wouldn't go for the 
idea, and rather than weed ’em out 
;one by one ind replace them with 
musicians more amenable to the cur- 
rent trend, Herman 
}*em all out at once 
| after a rest. 


and start anew 


York | 


Dropping Bands 


too | 
the | 


there | 


decided to toss | 


Sy Oliver Signed For 


Metro Recordings 
M-G-M record label, now build- 
ing an artist personnel, has taken 
on its first Negro bandleader, Sy 
Oliver, former Tommy Dorsey ar- 
ranger. Oliver's new orchestra 
debuted recently at the Zanzibar, 
N. Y. Metro deal is for iwo years. 
Oliver had a recording deal with 
Cosmo months ago, but later severed 
;}connections with the indie. When 
| he will make his first M-G-M disks 
is unknown, 





ASCAP, SACEM 
| Settle Row On 


| Wartime Coin 


| 
| 





All difficulties between the Ameri- 


can Society of Composers. Authors | 
and Publishers and SACEM, the 
French performing rights society, | 
over performance monies due each} 
other during the wa vere settled 
|} Guring iast week's ASCAP board 
meeting in New York Board de- 


cided to settle the SACEM case and 
avoid the necessity of a court action 
which had been filed against it by} 
the French through the U. S. Alien| 
Property Custodian. Othe) actions | 
against ASCAP on similar 
by AKM, Austrian society, et al., 
probably be settled the same way 
Dispute between ASCAP and} 
| SACEM stemmed from the refusal of | 
each to pay its due until the othe 
did likewise, with the Alien Property | 
Custodian in the middle. Though the | 
dispute waxed hot, it did not disturb | 
the renewal of relations between the | 
| 


prounds, 
will 


two societies following the end of the 
war, 

As it stands now, ASCAP has} 
agreed to forward to SACEM some | 
$280,000 that has accumulated toward | 


| its account here. In return, an un-| 
| disclosed sum will be paid ASCAP | 
| by SACEM, in francs, whereas the | 
| ASCAP coin will be in dollars. 
| At the same time, SACEM gave 
ASCAP a release to proceed with | 


negotiations for setting up a 
deal with the Belgian 
rights group. Heretofore 
outfit had been represented = at} 
ASCAP by SACEM, ail go- 
ing through the latter to the U. §S 
Now, SACEM, has agreed that the 
Belgian outfit has come into maiurity 
and should have the right to deal for 
! itself. . 


separate | 

, } 
performance | 
the Belgian 


monies 


$7,000,000 Take 
~ For ASCAP In 46 


Final-quarter revenue of the 
American Society of Composers, 
Authors and Publishers was declared 
llast week at  $1,800.000, which 
|brought the year’s take up to 
| slightly over $7,000,000, a sum 
\slightly under last year’s distribut- 





| Federation of Musicians. It 
In . , . ame bands for 
number of buyers of name bands for 


|ers, have had similar gripes fo 





able revenue. Final quarter, which, 
of course, is only an estimate made 
‘solely to distribute writer and pub- 
lisher checks before Xmas, added to 
previous quarters of approximately 
! $1,700,000, $1,800,000 and $1,900,000, 
| (in round numbers) didn't set a new 
income record for the Society, but 
it wasn’t too far off. 

Following the board meeting at 
which the last-quarter coin was de- 
clared, checks went out immediately. 


{ 
| 





Novel Folk-Song (Calypso) Defense 
In $150,000 ‘Rum and Coca-Cola’ Suit 





Ellingion’s 1st Musicraft 
Disks to Be Issued Jan. 1 


Duke Ellington completed cuttings 


for his Musicraft album Wednesday 
(18) in his fourth session for the 
plattery Album release will follow 
marketing of the first of the single 
releases Jan l Latter will be 
‘Happy-Go-Lucky Local’ parts I and 
II 

“Local” is the fourth part of the 
Duke’s “Deep South Suite,” introed 
at his last Carnegie Hall, N. Y., con- 
cert appearance. Last two sides to 
come out of the pressery were “Tu- 
lip or Turnip,” with Ray Nance on 


the vocal, and “It Shouldn’t Happen 
to a Dream,” with Ray Hibbler sing- 


| ing. 


Moss’ B. G. Rap 


Creates Stew 


Nat Moss, operator of the 400 Clut 
New York, stirred up a hornet’s nest 
with the “laxity” charges he 
at Benny Goodman last week with 
N. Y. Local 802 of the America! 


tossed 


seems a 


location spots, and even one-night- 
some 
time, though they have done nothing 


about it; now, a goodly number are 
emphatically backing up Moss’ 
charges—verbally only, of course 
They don’t exactly level raps at 
B.G. They list quite a number of 
|maestres whom they claim have no 
desire to work too hard with the 


exception, most say, of Sammy Kaye 
and Tommy Dorsey. One-night men 
are particularly strong against such 
habits, pointing oue that the leader 


| who’s making a momentary stopover 


at a neighborhood ballroom must 
work to the fullest extent of his 
ability since he has only a few hours 
to convince whatever audience he 
draws. 


‘Doctor, Lawyer’ Gets 


Big ‘Revival’ by Pub 
With Hutton-Cap Tie 


Burke-Van of 
the tune, “Doctor, 
Chief,” one of the 
year, expect to go to work on the 


Heusen, publisher 


Lawyer, Indian 


sales hits of this 


+ 


Faced with defending Leo Feist, 
Inc., Morey Amsterdam, Jeri Sulli- 
van and Paul Baron, publisher and 


authors of “Rum and Coca-Cola,” the 
pop song hit of a couple of years 
back—and possible damages up te 


$150,000—attorney Julian T. Abeles 
terposed a novel defense during 
ie five-day trial of the issues | 


Federal Judge Mortimer Myers 


eiore 


Ne York. It was to the effect 1} 
ever though the verse and chorus of 
Rum and Coke” is similar to the 
ne Mohamed H. Kahn, originally 
ished in folio form in Trinidad, 


British West Indies, neither is copy- 
right-protectable on the premise that 
folk songs cannot be legally restrict- 
ed. 

Using John Tasker Howard as his 
expert witness, attorney Abeles 
sought to prove that since the days 


of the wandering minstrels there 
‘could be no exclusive claim on folk 
songs. Citing that Howard is a mem- 
ber of the board of ASCAP, a mem- 
ber of its songwriters’ classification 
ttee and an expert on Ameri- 
Continued on page 36) 


tune again coincidental with the re- | 


issuing of Betty Hutton’s Capitol 
disk of the number, and a new one 
made for Decca by Hoagy Carmi- 
chael, writer of the tune. B-VH got 
a sale of approximately 350,000 out 
of the tune the first time out last 
winter and spring, but the sale, it’s 


felt, was restricted somewhat by 
Capitol’s withdrawal of the disk 
after Miss Hutton moved over to 


the Victor label. 

Now, however, that Capitol is re- 
issuing the disk, after getting Miss 
Hutton back from Victor, and thus 
launching the resumed affiliation 
with a bang, B-VH will try to cash 
in again. It’s probably the briefest 
period between original hit and re- 
vival on record. 








a _________ ____ 
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' addition 


Petrillo Demands 
$1,000 Bond From 
Embryo Platteries 


Hollywood, Dec. 23 
Noting that “a recent trend in the 
recording industry shows that some 
companies are not financially sol- 
vent’, James C. Petrillo, prez of 
American Federation of Musicians, 
ruled that hereafter any pop- 
plattery seeking a license with union 
must post $1,000 bond with Federa- 
tion. Otherwise no license to record 
will be granted. 
Petrillo further has ordered 
deposits must remain m escrow 
AFM during life of any con- 
tract granted. Move was made after 


has 


that 


with 


union nationally has taken cog- 
izance of growing number of small 
axeries which have been default- 


on paying musicians after disk- 
SeSSIONS. Recently Musicians’ 
47 here switched from old 
of permitting any waxery 
grace of two weeks after a session 
before demanding that musicians 
get paid. Put into effect just be- 
fore Petrillo edict was a rule that 
cash in advance must be put up by 
any new or relatively untried plat- 
tery here. 

Local 47 has a growing list of 
smal) labels on its “unfair” category 
because defaulted in payoffs. In 
to the defunct waxeries, 
ARA and Bel-Tone, recently added 
were Pan-American, Preview, Para- 
gon and Paramount labels. 


ing 
Local 
policy 


HENDLER SUES COSMO 
IN CONTRACT BREACH 


Herb Hendler, who headed the 
rtists and repertoire department of 
Cosmo Records until last week. has 


served papers on that company in a 
$20,000 breach of contract suit begun 


jby him through attorney Leonard 
Zissu. Suit is based on the unex- 


pired term of a three-year contract 
signed between Hendler and Cosmo 
1] months ago. His salary only is 
covered in the claim, 

In addition to the above figure, 
Hendler is asking also for money 
allegedly never paid him on Cosmo's 


/ recording sales since he joined the 
|company. One of the clauses in the 


|} pany 


agreement gave him a percentage of 
the firm’s billings. Altogether the 
sum asked ranges between $23,000 
and $24,000. Action is against both 
Cosmopolitan Records and Cosmo 
Records, Inc. Menths back, the com- 
had shortened the official 
name 


Barron Set for First 


Date at Meadowbrook 


Blue Barron’s orchestra has been 
set to work its first date at Frank 
_Dailey’s Meadowbrook, Cedar Grove, 
N. J 

Band opens Jan. 11 for three 
weeks and follows the current Les 
Elgart. 











“Gal in Calico,” Remick music 
plug, wound up with 142 perform- 
ances on Peatman sheet last week, 
a new record, 
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Barton Settles With Dorsey Bros. 


On Same Title and Same Lyrics 


of an infringement 
Dorsey Bros. music firm 
Barton Music over the latter’s song 
“More I Go Out With So nebody 
Else. More I'm In Love With You”, 


Thi eat 


against 


has been dissolved in a settl t 
| aa ) etwee tine t 
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Musiker Local 47 Puts 
Tyler in 4-Star Hands 


] a iorte and decide di pute as to 
4 ch ot two record tirn Fou 
St Co Record noid 
Lusi axing pact Tex Tyle 
’ nei Fou Stal WO e nod 
Argument flared § afte Ty) 
cenliy pennea a pact Ww! Coast 
though fast July he had signed fo 
two more vears with Four Sta 
CI e Wastburn ot Coast gnea 
Tvle in the belief hi contract Ww 
val firm had expired. In a rding 
Tvler to Four Star on basis of unio 
blessed pect which still has long 


+ 


ne to run, Local 47 returned to the 


plattery its top-selling artist. Tyvle 


having sold about 300,000 Four Sta. 
disks ithin past vear 


Hungarmn conductor Georg Rob- 
ert presented William Shuman’ 

American Festival Overture” and 
George Gershwin’s Piano Concerto 
in F in Vienna last week. Georg von 
Szemere was pianist. 


S 


suit bye 


| 


} 





Novel Song Case 
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Andrew Sistei recording sold 


00.000 and, with other re- 


vlatters 
coraine sheet music sales, 


ing right 


peritorm- 


coin, ete.. between $125,000 


and $150,000 involved. 


Western Ballroom Ops 
Will Lay Red Ledgers 
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Before Maestros, ers 


Western 
sociation, the 
|of top terpalace potentates and one- 
| nite currently in biz 

along the Pacific Slope. has decided 
to pull a switch at its next big con- 
clave. carded for Jan. 23 at Los 

Angeles. Instead of huddling to- 

gether and sobbing over present b.o. 
blues and blaining high-priced bands 


Ballroom Operators’ As- 
} organization of a score 


promoters 


invited to the meet- 
and agency 
Coast at that 


has 
batoneers 


association 
ing all 
execs 
time. 
According 


name 


who will be on 


to Marty Landau, sec- 


nates are being encouraged to bring 


| their crimson-coated ledgers to the 
| ° ° , 
| pow-wow as prime exhibits in ef- 
ifort to obtain concessions, chiefly 


} pecuniary, from bands and agencies. 
Since its inception 


WBOA has 


last mid-summer, 
been blasting orchestras’ 


high coin calls and denouncing 
what it termed agencies’ indifference 
to sorry plight of ballroom boxof- 
| fices Nothing happened, which 
probably cued in new = approach. 
| Also invited to the roundtable ses- 
|sion will be Larry Shea, western 


| chief of ASCAP'’s licensing division. 


ing under what they term excessive 
ASCAP rates. 
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(Goodbye, Sweetheart, Goodbye) 


and RONALD A. BALL 
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CooCsncettt=s| Brit. Pubs Due In 


10 Best Sheet Sellers 


(Week Ending, Dec. 21) 
Old Lamplighter...... Shapiro-B 
Ole Buttermilk Sky..Burke-VH 
World Singing Son.....Rebbins 


Sent. rental Reasons, Duchess 
Gal in Calico . @Remick 
White Xmas Berlin 
Things We Did Summer. . Morris 


Oxford 
Santly-Joy 


BVC 


Rumors Are Flying 
Zin-a-Dee-Doo-Dah 
Winter Wonderland 





Second 10 
Soone ov Late Santl Toy 
September Song Crawtord 
For Yo For Me.......Chappell ! 
Cs 1 That I Mat Berlin | 
KF Minutes More Morris 
Yo KK yA O Back Be 
H > 2 und Cha Hudsor | 
This | Alwas BVC | 
Coffee Song Valiant 


I'll Close Mv Eve Maurice 





UJ. S. in Batches 


, D. 
i 4 \ 1 
( » ite t oO thie 
Vea | 
Early i Ja i ees departure 
f J ¢ ‘ Art Strauss and 
So Mille Latte comprise | 
team o ! Sic publishers who 
ive scored two bull's’ eyes this 
ear, considered very good in patchy 
Vea ) the n l D1 Jos Geo, 
Gilbert veteral songsmith, with | 
( 100 { to his credit, goes 
early February: likewise, Reg 
Connell me of the aces of local 
MUSIC ) | 
Irv Dash, head of Irwin Dash 


Music Co., Ltd. and Hugh Charle 


‘ 
Music Co., de 


director of Noel Gay 

art ometime li Marct Jimmy 
Phillips alirector of Peter Maurice 
Music Publishing Co., follows soon 
altel 


HERBECK’S MEADOWB’K 
DATE IS DONNYBROOK 


Hollywood, Dec. 23. | 
Local band-booking offices of Wil- 
| liam Morris and Frederick Bros. 


] 


|} agencies are 


, and the bigger booking agencies. the | 


| retary of WBOA, the ballroom mag- | 


Terpalaces lately have been squirm- | 


quarreling over 


beck’'s } 


band when crew takes over | 
podium at Meadowbrook ballroom 
Dec. 26 for indef stay. Seems that 
Herbeck has signed away rep rights 
| to both offices 
Actually, it’s claimed, it was 


| booker Billy McDonald of FB who 
set the date, at $1,850 weekly for 
; the 14-piece combo. Jack Archer, of 
| Morris, however, says his office had 
|; a deal afoot at 
|called for $2,000 per 
crew. 
Herbeck admitted 
to VARIETY actually has 
| signed with agencies. On Oct. 
| 28 he says he squiggled a one-year 
paper with Morris’ Chicago rep, Pat 


stanza foi 


over weekend 
that he 
both 


| Lombard, dated Dec. 3. Batoneer 
| claims that Lombard gave him a 
verbal agreement that he would be 


treed of commitment within five 
veeks (rom date of signing if Morris 
got him no bookings. When that 


period elapsed, Herbeck inked a 


pact with Frederick office and says 
he heard no more from Morris until 
FB had spotted him for coming en- 
gagement. Paper Herbeck scrawled 
| for FB is of one-year duration with 
| options extending for six more. 


Both agencies are adamant in 
claiming full 10° on date. As result, 
and after huddles with Herbeck, the 
| full affair has been 
; American Federation of Musicians’ 
| national headquarters in N. Y. for 
| Clarification and decision. 


Kenton-Jeffries Deal 
| Nixed Over Wax Pacts 


| Hollywood, Dec. 23 
Deal for Herb JeiYries to join Stan 


Kenton’s band as a specialty vocalist 


was called off last week two days 
belore singer was to have joined 
‘orchestra for ten weeks, chiefls 
vaudaies. 

Kenton claims he understood that 
iwhen his manager, Curlos Gastel. 


'tabbed Jeffries the 
Ellingetor 


{with orchestra on forthcoming Cap- 
{ 


Duke 


work 


quondam 


oriole Vas iree to 


| itol records and transcriptions. Jeit- 
, ries, however, is under disk pact to 
| Exclusive Records exclusively and 


cannot get a release 

After collapse of Kenton deal, Jeff- 
' » 
jries scooted north foi 


| Pacific Northwest. 


one-niters tt 


taking 


Eddie Beale’s sepia combo, 


with him 


*Zip-a-De-Do 


which | 
| will get the commission on Ray Her- | 


Meadow brook, which 


forwarded to | 


| Menjou 


| taliation 


Songs With Largest Radio Audiences 


The top 31 songs of the week, based on the copyrighted Audience Co, 





Pre 
age Index Survey of Popular Music Broadcast on Radio Networks. Pub- 
lished by the Office of Research, Inc. 

Survey week of December 13-19, 1946 
A Gal In Calico—t"Time, Place, Girl’......ccev ceseussss REMick 
Asione Phy BOUVEDITE. 6ackcceci ciceicdeeed eT re TLC or »». 1. B. Harms 
Anybody’s Love Song ‘ ee Mille: 
ee SEM ROME <2. 2s. chen Ouaa’s c¥e 140 Seaebas weed ooscee tees Vanguard 
Blue Skies—j"“Blue Skies” ere ey: ee rrr rarer inne ve vee 
Coffee Song Copacabana Revue”......... Cvceesecce osee VALIOl 
Either It’s Love Or It | “Dead Reckoning”’.,....... ....Mood 
Five Minutes More errr 
For Sentimental Reasons : ToT eCeee Terre 
For You For Me Forever Shocking Miss Pilgrim”... ....Chappell 
Girl That I Marry, The “Annie Get Your Gun”,..........Berli 
I Guess [ll Get the Papers and Go Home............ eee Came Porgie 
| Be Home for Christmas Melrose 
Ill Close My Eves Maurice 
In My Merry Oldsmobile Soe ee ee Witmar! 
It’s All Over Now eee Eee STOLL AT OTTO wer 
Oh, But I Do Lene, PiIsed, GIT . 6c hve k css .... Witmark 
Old Lamp-Lighte1 are Tere re Tae ts Tree Shapivro-B. 
Ole Buttermilk Sky ‘Canyon Passage Burke-VH 
ee yo a ee a Oxtord 
September Song bees eeas eee ee Crawford 
Things We Did Last Summer Morris 
This Time Dorsey Bros 
Uncle Remus Said Sol oO the soul Santh lo 
White Christmas ; Be 
Whole World Is Si: ! VI SO ‘ A Rob 
Wineer WODGETIONG —6sickk&isdcaeevcecedceas BV( 
Years at d Yeal A ,O $6eeee ; Bor it 
You Keep Coming Back Like a Song “Blue Skies”.......Berlis 
Youll Aiways Be the One I LOVeG.....: iccsassecees ceca eos smenewta Songs 


cL Dah “Song 





Wrangling in Paris 


ol South” Santi Jo 





Paris, Dec. 23 : ve 2, 
Don Redman and six of the mu- | STANDARDS TODAY 
sicians from the band that success- | * 
fully toured Germany and_= other 


areas opened Dec. 17 at the Beaulieu | 

nitery here, and the booking began T 
a rumpus that is still going on, It preavetion 
seems that Redman didn't have res & HOS* ENS 
proper permits to go into the spot, gram tne © porRs 

und the maestro who preceded him . 


and who was closed out 


management. lodged a 


the authorities. Beaulieu, therefore, 
was ordered to close. 
However, the nitery’s owner, 


Georges Menjou. brother 


wood actor Adolphe Menjou, pleaded 
17 French | 
employees 
out of work, and that employees of 


that closing would throw 
musicians and 65 other 


three other clubs he 


Potiniere and Escorial, would follow, 
and they, too, would close. 

Despite the orders to shutter, and 
propel 


lack of 
intends staying 
risk a heavy fine. It’s 
the government action is 


Redman’s 


against the 
eration ol 
Petrillo, who is not liked 

Balance of Redman’s 
turned to U. S. 
Queen Elizabeth 


Musicians czar 


last 


Nitery Given Pay Or | 
Pull Musiker Edict 


Los Angeles, 


because of a 
claim of “unprofessionalism” by 
squawk 


owns, 


felt 


American 


week 










the 
with 


of Holly- 


Ciro’s, 


permits, 


open and 
here that 
partly re- 

Fed- 


James C. 
here 

band re- 
aboard 


Dec. 23. | 


Ant Herbert, operator of the} 
Jungle Room, black-and-tannery, | 
has been notified by Negro Musi- | B % d 
cians Local 747 that the band curs | For new artist copies an 
hent in spot, Will Rowland’s sepia |! arrangements, write or phone 
combo, must be paid off in full by 


Lomorro\ 
crew and declare niters 

According to Ed Bailey 
Local 747, Rowland 
about $1,000 in 


playing 


Saiarles; 


been spot tor 


| weeks. 


(Tues.) or union will pull 
“unfair.” 


band 


PHIL KORNHEISER, Monager, 
Standard Exploitation Dept., 
The Big 3, 1619 Broadway, 


prexy of 


is owed New York 19, Circle 6-2939 
orch has 
past eight 






GREAT POPULAR 


Following songs are those that did not have enough performance credits 
on the week to be included in the top group. They mostly are tunes 
rising in popularity. 

A Rainy Night In Rio Place, Girl” Witmark 
And So To Bed Famot 
Christmas Song. .! Burke-VH 
I Haven't Got a Worry in the World Williamse 
If You Were the Only Gi Mutual 
| Let It Snow Morris 
Love Is a Random Thing Harn 
More Than You Know Millet 
On the Other End of a K Sever 
Pretending Criterior 
Put That Ki Back Where You Found Ef. ..c0: cesses seas Robbins 
Rickety Rickshaw Man Souther: 
Save Me a Dream Sans Starlight 
Sooner Or Latet Song of South” Santly-Jo. 
That's the Beginning of the End fib wagers ABC 
This Is Always “Three Little Girls in Blue”... BVC 
To Each His Own “To Each His Own” Paramount 
Twilight Song sn Mutual 
What More Could I Ask For.., London 
You Are Everything to Me........ Paramount 
+ Filmusical. * Legit Musical. 
ee pincnasitmeencidaieca i - . 
Redman Tooters In : 
‘ : TOP HITS OF YESTERDAY — 
Middle of Nitery ee 


3 


$ 


r 


‘ 


wee 
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Bands at Hotel B.O.’s 


Hotel 


gat Coieman * ., Waldorf (400; $2). 


Guy Lombardo... Roosevelt (400; $1.50-$2)............ & 


Sammy Kaye.....New Yorker (400; 
Elliot La wrence.. Pennsylvania (500; 
Ray McKinley. . 
johnny Pineapple. Lexington (300; $1 


® Indicates Floor Show; at Waldorf, Frank Sinatra. 


+ 3 days. 


Los Angeles 
Freddy Martin (Amba ssador: 900: $ 
arties added up to snappy 2,900 tabs 
‘Biltmore: 900: $1-$1.50 


Russ Morgan 
plenty 


here, toc okay 2,800 covers 


x. = 
es @« 
Jean Geiringer 
(Former officer of the International 
Fo, i Past overs Confederation of Authors Societies) 
nye ee n Date 
shitter: 2. aa weats te knew 
2.150 21,000 rs | a " i 
$1-$1.50)........ . 9 1,400 5,700 Where Are We 
$1-$1.50)....... -2 ta So Heading in Inter- 
GDB). ss cass: ‘~ % 1000 68501] national Copyright?’’ 
* 7 * 
en editorial feature 
one - ef the forthcoming 
4}at Anniversary Number 
1-$1.50; indef), Bookings of pre-Yule of 
indef) Parties helped mightily VARTETY 


Chicage 


Mel Cooper ‘(Mayfair Room, Blac 
€xank room took a bad licking this 
: Glen Gray ‘(Panther Room, Sherma 
week before Christmas and only 


The 
Stephen Kilsey 
in.). New Xmas show kicked 
Civde McCoy (Boulevard Room, 
MeCoy replaced Ted Weems and spli 
Joseph Sudy ‘Walnut Room, Bis 
Regular holiday groups for this famil 


. ° Hollywood, Dec. 23. 
Location Jobs, Not in Hotels bineal at atidtmevtous Wadeattien al | 
(Los Angeles) Musicians has issued edict that all 
Desi Arnaz ‘Ciro’s, N. Hollywood, 6th wk). No.mice were heard but rt wily or recently formed recoraing 
pre-Xmas lull curved tabs down to 1,800. Arnaz, however, definitely re- firms must pay windjammers in ad- 
ains a pull with most other upholstered pubs dying vance of a waxing date. In past, plat- 
Count Basie (Avodon, B. Los Angeles, 2d wk) Only ballroom here | teres were permitted two-week pe- 
really doing biz; 10,000 customers, a bit off from sock first week riod in which to pay off following a 
Art Kassel-Dick Stabile ‘Aragon, B, Ocean Park, 2d wk) Stabile | S€sSion, and as vet the old established 


cpened Tues. (17) in support of Kasse 


ing, but foggy weather crippled further. Ho 
vad: site getting some returns on snappy 


Vide Musso ‘Meadowbrook, B, Cu 
siub-buvérs, not 
Will Osborne (Trianon, B, South ¢ 
ends only; three days, about 2,000. 
Charlie Barnet 
most others; 6,500. 
Tommy Tucker 
hnoofing halls; fewer 


Thurs, (26). 


(Palladium, B, Ho 

than 10,000 
Chr 

Gay Claridge (Chez Paree; 





ferrif 5,700. ol - 

Eddy Howard ‘Aragon; 90c-$1.15 adm.). Final week very handsome | in ey eS ew 
16.000. Dick Jurgens follows. 

Buddy Shaw ‘Latin Quarter; 700: no min. for first show, $3-$3.50 min.). | 
New show clipping along at fair 3,300 | . be 

Lawrence Welk (Trianon; 90c-$1.15 adm.). Boffo 16,000. | wit gainst 
as eet 


6-Piecer for Shavers 


Charlie Shavers, one of the trum- 
pelers around, who has been work- 
ng with Tommy Dorsey's band, is 
¢siablishing a small combination of 
his own, He is figuring on a six- 
piece outfit of clarinet, tenor, drums, 
bass, plano and his own instrument, 
io begin after the first of the year, 
managed by Arthur Michaud. 


Until that time, Shavers will be 
fulfilling the Capitol theatre, N. Y., 
run with T, D. band, which opens 
Dec. 25. He is now working at the 
rhree Dueces, N, Y., at the head of a 


—— group, but it is not a set 
and. 














Jewel 
Record Ne. 

41-1004 
Backed by 
Embraceable’’ 


,.Commodore (400: $1-$1.50) 


(Marine Room, Edgewater Beach 
this 


y spot make f 


too terribie, with scale-pay 


(Casino Gardens, B, Qceun 


650: $3-$3.50 min.). Into the 


‘French Music, Record 





TIM GAYLE—Persenal Met. 
«/e jewel Record Company 
1320 Crossroads of the World 
Hollyweed, Gelifernia 








Top Tunes for Your Books 
An All-Time Favorite 


EXACTLY 
LIKE 
YOU 


Music by... 
JIMMY McHUGH 


Shapiro-Bernstein 



































* e 
‘kstone hotel: 350: $1.50-$2.50 min.). | Nl le IS Dates 
week with only 1,800 
W hotel; $50: $1.50-$2.50 min.). "Twas 
4.000 


Must Be Paid For 


hotel; 700; $1.50-$2.50 


up to 4,200 

Stevens hotel: 550: $3-$3.50 min.). 

tting socko 4,800. 

marck hotel: 465: $2.50-$3.50 min.) n Vahic | 


for a nice 3.000. 





reco ) a>} } hh « y — e . 
Xmas blues abound- | "ecorders which have immaculate 


5.300 deemed not too | 


>] Not ont} pre 


Vever,?r, 


ballyhoo this leeway. 


! . 
lver City, 7th wk). Sagged to 4,000 Pre-pay regulation for new com- 


banc panies was implemented after diffi- 

rate. 3d wk) Operating over week- | culty Local 47 had last month with 

Urban Records, Coast odd-label, | 

Park, 2d wk). Slowed like, which defaulted on musicians’ pay 

| following a disking date. Since, Ur- 

Ivwood. Sth wk) Hardest hit of all | ban has been making payments by 

last stanza Charlie Spivak opens) degrees and as result has not been 
blacklisted by union, 


cdo = 


llth week with 


| San Diego, Dec. 23. 
Long-threatened suit against Music 
| Corp. of America for $3,000,000 was 


And Orchestra Business °°) agent 
F P P bl Finley. Action charged that the 
ace ostwar ro CMS | agency continued to withhold name 
Paris, Dec. 17. bands from Finley's Mission Beach 
SACEM. unde) prexy Albert | Ballroom, even after a previous court 
| Willemetz, the local equivalent of|decision had found in favor of the 
ithe American Society ef Composers, | Op on similar charges, 
| Authors and Publishers, turned up | As in his previous action, which 
|a total $900,000 for the half year resulied-in a jury award of $57,000 
‘ending July 1. For the second half |jast March but in no damages be- 
of the year, the melon to be cut is| cause Federal Judge Paul J. McCor- 
|estimated at twice this amount. mick set aside judgment with the 
A few facts are nevértheless| declaration that there is no legal 
'marring this bright picture. Night | method to determine financial Joss to 
clubs are not doing es well as they |a dancery, Finley charges that MCA 
were, resulting in unemployment for | gave exclusive contracts to a rival 
many musicians. Recording is lim-| ballroom operator, virtually render- 
ited by the shortage of the necessary |ing a monopoly in the San Diego 
|materials and equipment. Cost of | area. 
'sheet music has gone up to 25 frs. | Finley has been reported con- 
| (20 cents) per copy, meaning that! templating the suit for the past sev- 
‘instead of issuing copies freely tO eral months, but because of com- 
band leaders to collect revenue from | mitments with his electrical tran- 
performing rights, the publishers} scription firm in New York was un- 
now Wait for musicians to buy their | sple to travel to the Coast. 
| paper, which slows up exploitation . - 


'of songs. Price of disks has gone up | 


eae Ae, an ca tor exe | Chicago Diskbox Ops 
part jm an effort to provioeito| Reject Plan te Jump 
Take to 10c Per Play 


Friday 


| Switzerland and Belgium, as does a | 
lcertain amount of sheet music. | 





| Main trouble from the American : 
gary Chicago, Dec. 23. 
angle is that rights revenue col- ao = ad 1 ona 
lected for ASCAP’s account is} Cits praencae oa a Oe 
. . Ss ) ig 1ISTFIDULOYS ) ve ive 
frozen here. American music is do- | S€"UN& ¢ : ; 


thumbs dewn on 
nerease play per 
three 


machines turned 
the suggestion to 
record to a dime straight or 


evidenced by the fact 
controlled radio is 
about 


ing well here, 


that the State 


reps with union will continue to get | 


Music Notes 


Eli Oberstein fiving to Coast next week to supervise flock of RCA-Victor 
recordings, including sessions by Freddy Martin orchestra and Page 
Cavanaugh Trio....Tex Atchison has recorded two more prairie plainis 
for King platters....Buddy Baker, musical director of Exclusive Records, 
Coast pop-platiery, east for fortnight....Dinning Sisters cutting western- 
song album for Capitol Records....After six years with Decca oatuner 
Jimmy Wakely has switched over to Capitol Records, giving that waxery 
a total of eight male sagebrush singers....Eddie Dean, oatuner, has had 
pact with Mercury Records renewed.,..Jack Ostfeld, chief of New York 














office of Stevens Music Co., on Coast for confabs with Irving Massy, 
| Hollywood rep, and also for opening there at Palladium Thurs. (26) of 
i Charlie Spivak, majority stockholder in Stevens. Ken Carson, who last 


recorded for RCA-Victor, signed by Coast Records 
Hollywood label, opening New York office Jan. 15, with Auriel Macfie in 
charge....The Volunteers, vocal combo, have sliced four new disks for 
| Enterprise Records Berle Adams, Mercury Records’ artist-and-rep chief, 
| and firm’s recording director Jimmy Hillard, back in Chicago waxing four 
| new sides with Tony Martin. Lee Penney, Mercury’s chief of rustic-rhythm 
| dept Hollywood last week, looking for hillbilly 
Victor waxing album flor Artists Records, Inc. 


Inside Stufl—Orchestras-Music 


When b.o. figures were at a great height during the war, one angle in 
the refusal of the Palladium Ballroom, Hollywood, te increase band sal- 
aries at that time apparently is not generally known. It seems the Pal- 
Jadium’s operators own neither the ballroom building nor the ground it 
| stands on: both are owned by the Los Angeles Times. It's true that the 


Exclusive Records, 


also was ir talent 


Young now 





spot’s profit was great before and during the wer, but the rent to the 
Times left the Palladium’s ops little room to play with income tax returns 
on items such as ‘maintenance, ete. As a result, taxes ate up a large slice 
of each year’s b.o. gravy, and the spot, it’s claimed, actually was not in a 
| position to greatly increase band bids. Too, it was felt by the ops that 


when and if biz 
They figured it 
lime came. 


with the 


iS always easier to go up than try to 


lumped, they would be stuck increased sa‘aries. 


ome down when the 


Although music pubbing is flopping around in sales dumps generally, un- 
employment rate among songpluggers is proportionately and unusually 
Fact may indicate publishers have jettisoned old theories practiced 
during bleak biz periods in past when they lopped pluggers off payrolls by 
squads. Idea would now seem to be to drive harder to impress tunes on 
public, rather than bundle up, lay low and hibernate. According to the 
songpluggers’ union only five tune-touts on Coast out of more than 100 
card-carriers are presently off a payroll. Of upwards of 350 active plug- 
gers around N. Y., but eight are out of work. None of the 72 in the mid- 
west, Boston and Philadelphia is unemployed. 


j low. 


Over weekend, Frank Sinatra sliced two new sides for Columbia Records, 
ising Page Cavanaugh Trio as background. The Swoonster personally had 
to put the urge on RCA-Victor’s veepee Eli Oberstein to get the three- 
some, who were pacted by Victor recently after combo was cut free from 
defunct ARA plattery. Sinatra wanted Cavanaugh group because he has 
| been using them on airshow, and in securing permission for trio to tonsil 
for Columbia there are no strings attached. Last spring Sinatra got the 
Pied Pipers on platters with him, even though Pipers are under pact to 
Capitol, but at that time it was a reciprocal deal, with Columbia letting 
Cap have Pearl Bailey, a Co! artist, for Johnny Mercer's “St. Louis Woman” 
| album. 


Columbia Records tuned up a special exploitation hypo to their pressin 
of “Connecticut” by the Modernaires. When first pressings came out al 
| Col’s Bridgeport plant the governor of Connecticut and all mayors in the 

state were present. Decca has it by Bing Crosby and Judy Garland, while 

Capitol has Martha Tilton, Victor has Herbie Fields and Musicraft has 

Artie Shaw doing the number, 





Viennese Plant Stamps 
800 Disks Daily, Hopes 
To Reach 2,000 Soon 


Cugat to Texas Chilibake 


Hollywood, Dec. 23. 
Xavier Cugat orchestra signed for 
the Brownsville, Tex., Centennial, 
| Feb. 12-15. 
For the four-day stand, Cugat 


Vienna, Dec. 12. - . 
aia _ . will draw $28,000 its heaviest road 
Elite Gramophon Co. announced | eoin te date. 


that production of disks reached 800 | 
| daily, with hope to arrive at 2,000 
| next year. For Christmas shopping 
‘first time after many years—large 
number of disks will be free for sale | 
(without tickets). 

Willi Forst song “Steh auf liebes 
Wien” music by Peter Wehle, is best 
seller. 








me eee 


Always Sung — All Ways Popular 
MILLS PROGRAM SUGGESTIONS 


MAPGIE 


TONIGHT YOU BELONG 
TO ME 


e 
SWEET LORRAINE 
e 
| SURRENDER DEAR 





M-G INKS ARGENTINIAN 
Hollywood, Dec. 23. 
Metro reached all the way to 
Buenos Aires to sign Hugo Fregonese 
to a director contract, starting in 
April. 
Deal was made 6s a result of | 


MILLS MUSIC, INC. 
Fregonese’s work on “Where Words | 1619 Broodwey New York 19 
Fail,’ filmed in Argentina. 














-_ a 





ve ng 
“” 








using American tunes one aan euarter. idea of turning ever | i 
hour a day. American material here |*OF # Gert’. , dames .| & 
« mostly handled by the publishing to dime a throw in many cities met) 
heen age care < “i , \its first rebuff here. Spokesmen for | 
lfrms of Francis Day, Chavpell, | * sant 
' YI the dealers felt although prices of 
Breton iLeeds), S.E.M.I, S.1.M., ine aeaiel : ™ ae 
F \Nelodie ‘local Metro music | cores, Mat hines, and labor was up, . 
- ice {j < | Titde 
cae ein ’ - |now was not the time to change to - 
subsid) Salabert and Peter Morris hig | 
. l S frms handle |@ dime. Ops feel that with biz off 
ay aniura?’, Sam irms Na l oP et 
ang ec sean + ve re ting | at bars and bistros customers would 
the American film music, collecting geet ] F 
shts for which has now been, resent tne ! ke, x f 
7 | - | liner ¢u + ¢ ‘ »s Aoal 7% 4} i 
greatly facilitated. Before the war, | Pecu lal wist to the dea a pod ; 0 he 
a publisher here could retain o 12;Chi is the Passes of most 8) ; pened, ; Pat 
of the rights by the strange gimmik k phono manulacturets who nave been gees 75a 
of s Ipp sediv writing new Ivrics to pron inent n the fight or @ hike an | A Mug J 
music. Meaning that they substituted | price. Manufacturers and reps argue | 
anv makeshift Ivrics they could con- that with serviceme getting $90 a} r 
coc It is agreed now that half of} week; bones costing two to three EXCLUSIVE MANAGEMENT 
the mechanical rights go to the/times pre-war prices and the price } T Te CORP 
pik her here out resorting to! of records on an average rising from | , 
trick, 1 } hea ng t 25c ft Oc or 45c that the average t 
ee ee as ee ee deta ae JOE GLASER, P 
, ] lay h | = res. 
the original holder of the rights, or | cost pe record play has 1 se to | 
4 sh 1% . +} . ' j 9 sliart nt a ter | 
ative f yen ere until such t ¢ nree ana < qi el ce! a : y 7 
as foreizn exchange becomes poss ble which the local ops n ake their split | 745 Fifth Ave New relat 22 a 
| Continued on page 38) ith Jocation owners, } 
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Jocks, Jukes and Disks 


By George Frazier 








The release this week of two jazz is undoubtedly the whackiest -ver- 
albu: “Ja Concert at Eddie sion of this number on disks. Wat- 
Condon'’s” (Deeea’ and “Muggsy son is backed by a group headed by 
Svanier” (Disc)—-brings up a matter trombonist Vie Dickenson Pianist 
VA ch troubled us for some listed as Jellyroll Lipschit May- 
time: Whv do hot bands feel com be that’s supposed to be humorous 

) then | { Another novelty t Vee! s “Bei 

" oO ‘ \ Bist De Schoet l nba, and 

’ \ [ } j \ sa a ) VlacCeppe 
t B Wa You i 0 C Word 
Lon ( Fell O \la- ) ot " are sung Y »\ 
a ~ Day At > YO i hie < ot 
a ’ Impromptu " y ese plaved 
t Y opank co Lia \ i ( 4 
Blue | ‘ ) ( 
e You D \ Hi 
. ( AZV Sent are ta ‘hit be 
1 oO pecial \ if bo theretore 
piece will t say that to Jew or They 
’ ‘ il is good stuft fon hor do handsomely on the jukes 
a nd to fool th, it is equally uct ommunities, though 
- Wax Facts 
Pied Pipers have what sounds like 
Best Bets a nickelodeon natural “You Can't 
7 ‘le Bell: (Lee See the Sun When You're Crying’ 
W ‘ ( ol I hve mt the pleas 
\ IB You're ffort ul Paul Weston 

D vr Cri (Mug orchestra aid a abet impressively 

S ‘ “O4 s Fell on Ala- Vau Monroe does the same tune 

bama J You. Just Me,” and on his newest Victor and it, too, will 

ie | omptu Ensemble” (Eddie go over big on the Juke We prefer 

Condon’, “Yeu Can Depend Or the Pipers’ handling, but Monroe’s 

Te (Joe Thomas). and “Night ll kick his vast following Gene 

and Davy E e Heywood) Autry’s “Here's to the Ladies” (Co- 

Ballae I] Close My Eves” lumbia) is a etncl in cactus cor- 
(Mildred Bailey) and “So Would ners Henri Rene'’s “Adios, Mia 
I’ (Georgia Gibbs ) ; Pampa!” (Victor) may turn into one 
Hillbilly “Here’s to the La- of the biggest “sleepers” of recent 
dies” (Gene Auiry) months. This is the tange that took 
Latin-American—“Adios. Mia amba-conscious Rio by storm It 
Pampa!” (Henri Rene) is played very pashy. Coin opera- 
Dance—"“What've You Got to tors better get hold of it We have 

Lose” (Frankie Carie) and “You heard a test of Sinatra’s two 12-in. 

Can't See the Sun When You're side of the “Soliloquy” from 

Crving” (Pied Pipers) “Carousel” (Columbia). On a sin- 

ele hearing, we think it’s one of the 
- : —a lickest disks in years. More about 
apparent that jazz bands have re- it later...Martha Tilton does “Now 
gurded it as fine material for a Are Things In Glocca Morra”™ (Capi- 
good many years tol), one of the numbers from 

Albums like these just don’t sett; Finian’s Rainbow, in rather list- 
very well and part of the reason ‘“** fashion x Frankie Carle S 

may be that they rarely go in for |. What've You Got to renee (Co- 
current tunes. There seems no valid {“" bia) is the sort of thing he and 
cause why they should cling to an — band do Macias smoothly x na 
archaic repertoire. Some of the most Wui litzer stuf Joe Thomas s “You 
enduring hot faces of all time are Can Depend On Me” (Keynote) is 
the ones Louis Armstrong made for recommended-to hot fans It fea 
Okeh. It should not be without a tures some fine alto saxophone by 
certain significance that he recorded Milton Jefferson...Another great 
any number of tunes that were hits alto player, Johnny Hodges, comes 


of the moment—“Exactly Like You,” 


through superbly on four 12-in. Sig- 





“Walkin’ My Baby Back Home,” aig” faces by an Eddie Heywood 

“I'm In the ieankeh See You.” to cite Pi io “Night and Day. ‘Flamingo, 

the first three that suggest them- “lime On My Hands,” and “On & 

selves. We think there would be Ao 

interest in Condon and/or Spanier 

treatments of some of the better Suggested Program 

current melodies. Jazz bands—that “Tingle ——_—s : ‘ 7 

is, small improvisational groups ig WP a See 

have a way with show tunes and “Blow the Man Down"—Mordy 

it is a shame that they wax them Bauman (Musicraft ). 

so infrequently “Am I Blue?”’—Muggsy Spa- 
To get back to the Condon and nier (Disc). 

Spanier albums: They are both fine. “Adies, Mia Pampa!’—Henri 

If vou have the slightest curiosity Rene (Victor). 

about high-principled jazz, you'll | “Cocktails for Two"—Spike 

want them. Spanier offers, among | Jones (Victor) 

other things. superb handling of “Someday” — Bob Eberly 

“Am I Blue?” and “You're Driving (Decea). 


Me Crazv.” 
“Impromptu Ensemble,” 
his 


‘Just 


(which has 
finales at Town 
You. Just Me.” 
Anyone who remembers’ Red 
Nichols’ Brunswick of “The Sheik” 
will find interest in the Condon ver- 
sion. a superior one. Jack Teagarden 
sings and plays trombone in the 
new treatment almost exactly as he 


4h | ‘ . 7 
tke flavor of 


Hall’. and 


did for Nichols. Billy Butterfield’s 
trumpet, however, is far better than 
Nichols’. That is enough to provide 
the Condon interpretation with its 
margin of superiority. 

Mildred Bailey's “Ill Close My 


Eyes” and “Me and the Blues” (Ma- 


3est items in the Condon | 
collection are probably “Stars Fell,” | 


“Impromptu Ensemble No. 
—Eddie Condon (Decca). 


1” 








| Sunny Side of the Street”...We are 
greatly impressed by the album olf 
‘Songs of American  Sailormen” 


which Mordy Bauman has recorded 
for Musicraft. This is the fresh and 
unpretentious sort of thing more 
companies should do. Bauman, a 
baritone with a= clear, resonant 
voice, sings with great virility. 
Nickelodeons should look into this 
album. Some of the faces are ideal 
for the lustier taverns. 


BATON BOYS BEAT BACK 
TO COAST FOR YULE 


Hollywood, Dec. 23. 
Over the Yule the town either 
will resemble a name band leaders’ | 
convention site—or an ante-room at 


MCA. 
of well-priced batoneers working 


jestic) furnish further proof, that 
she is without an equal among 
distaff vocalisi She sings’ both 
tunes in an unbeatable style—the! 
voice reedv and expressive, the 
enunciation practically flawless. and 
the rhythm perfect. Ellis Garkins 
provides a really splendid accom- 
Ppahiment 

Georgia Gibbs’ “Wrap Your 


Troubles In Dreams” and “So Would 
I ¢Majestic) are also superior per- 
formances. Latter, extract 
“My Heart Goes Crazy.” seems to 
us the best disk of the tune on the 
market. Jocks wi'l give it a big play, 
but, with any kind of exploitation, 
it can go over on the Wurlitzers too. 


Leo Watson, who used to be the. 


an from 


moving force in The Spirits of | 
Rhythm, is out on Signature with} 
two novelties—‘“Jingle Bells” and | 


“Snake Pit’—which promise to do} 
okay on diskboxes. “Jingle Bellis” 


a-ound, at least seven others are 
vacationing here during holidays. 
Woody Herman and Les Brown 
are due in momentarily after break- 
ing up combos back east. Spike 


| Jones skipped in Sat. (21) after his 


string of wow-biz one-niters through 


midwest and will lay off a while. 
Harry James is still at his home 
here; ditto Artie Shaw Anson 


Weeks, after more than solid year 
on podium in Chicago, has arrived 
for a sun-bask, and Henry Busse 
is due for fortnight’s relaxation be- 
fore hitting the highways again. 





CAP TOPS BROIL OVER | 


OATIME ‘SELLAWAY’ 


Dec. 23 


Hollywood, 


Capitol Records’ execs last week 
did a burn when indie Four Stat 
label beat them to the punch by re- 








'they are hard put to it to keep of 
Salaries. 


of the red. 


In addition to normal quota | 





leasing a Tex Tvler platter ofl 
“Sound Round, So Firm, So Fully 
Packed.” Cap’s feelings are pro- 
nounced because the oatune was au- 
thored by Merle Travis and Cliff 
» t ) id Cc in 
t} t 
‘ 
) ‘ to 
© na Tra 
I ( t 
i St ee} 
i ‘ } innea 
i 0 i yoaadca i I and 
hence 1 vorking up a brisk retail 
ale. Waxeryv exe te that Travis 
id Stone should ive seen that 
plattery to which they are tied had 
chance to reach public first with a 
release. It's lerstood that neither 
autho. really wa miware that Tyler 
was turning out a version until it 
yas Oo alc Atte hearing of ex- 
istence of 1 tt Tvle t Four 
S t ' Cc lice to plat 
rize S Ro A ricat 
Music. Inc rub 1e 1 itt vhom 
writers planted th ne 
F h Music 
— Continued from page 37 Goa 
agail Comparatively little Ameri- 
ca‘. music is used in current plays 
or revues, and in such cases some 
special arrangement has usually to 
be made, “Aurora,” currently in- 
serted in Varna’s Casino de Paris 
revue, with McCay and Henri Varna 
credited with the French adapta- 


tion Is an example 


Due to French law forbidding 
more than 10°, foreign musicians in 
any band, Bernard Hilda, at the 
“Club Champs Elysees” and Jack 


Harris. it the “Bagatelle” after a 
Ambassadors,” are 
American band leaders 

Both run orchestras 
of musictans 3est known 
local bands are those of Jack Helian, 
Ventura and Bouillon. Hot 
under Noel Chiboust, Hubert 
and Alix Combells are 
As to cabaret singers, 
to go to the U. S. 
the leader. Also 
Lebas. Georges 
Yves Mon- 
and Roland 


weeks at the 
the only two 
now in Paris 
French 


few 


tay Jo 
bands 
Rostaing 
locally big 
Edith Piaf, 
is unquestionabl, 
w.k. are Renee 
Ullmer, Lyne Cl 
tand, Georges Guetary 
Gerbeau 


slated 


Vers, 


“No 
“Gypsy” 

second. 
(Robbins) and 


hit here is 
with 


American 
(Robbins? 


Biggest 
Can Do" 
Maurice’ a close 
Next are “Candy” 
“Chattanooga Choo, Choo” (Feist) 
Local best sellers are headed by 
Charles Trenet’s “La Mer” (Breton) 
with a 200,000 sheet sale. far from 
the prewar sheet sale of Tino Rossi's 
“Marinella.” which topped 1,000,009. 
Alstone’s “Symphonie” ‘(Salabert) is 
still going strong. Due to conditions 
disk companies cannot supply heavy 
demand, 


Economic troubles of the local tin | 


pan alley, however, are as nothing 
compared to those of the longhairs. 
Recitals and converts are doing a 


near capacity business, despite whjch | 


high that performers look upon 
; playing Paris more as a matter of 


| prestige than of profit. 
|ganizers such as Marcel de Valma- 
lete and the staid symphony or- 
chestras such as Lamoureux or 
Pasdeloup and Conservatoire wonder 


how they will keep their heads 
above water while hanging SRO 
signs. 





Dr. John G. Peatman 
(Creator of the Audience Coverage 
Index) 


surveys the 


*1946 Song Hits With 
the Largest Radio 
Audiences”’ 


* * * 


— 


an editorial feature 
of the forthcoming 


41st Anniversary Number 
of 


VARIETY 











overhead, pub- | 
licity and crushing taxes are now so | 
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On The Upbeat — 








1 
New York | around area Johnny Alstron’s 
a i PR . “ae . 
Buddy Weed Trio signed to M-G-M ae oe pg Soenyiey seed 
Records by Moe Gale agency concluding sixth month at Ze de 
Tommy Dorsey spent most of last; Ballroom in downtown L. A. set 
week leading frere J. D.’s band at for indef stand at Santa Rita hotel, 
Click, Philadelphia, due to latter’s| Tucson, starting Jan. 31 Bob 
illness. Both brothers, incidentally, CYosby takes off again this week o1 
on N \ ; ; Chur one-nite” up the Coa y 
[ 1) it Ca tol tneatre and hich band wil ‘ ) 
D + Pe % 5 Reaiy Alec vaudates Alvis 7 
Fila trumpets wit Filiot Lav in for Yule stay t } 
rence orchestra bacavk gs so in fly to rejoin band later this 
irrent Saturday Event Pos Crew resumes vaude to Vo ) 
: ' asl Columbua, O 
essed Chicago 
wcehestra§ at \q Restaurant Cab Calloway et 
Madelir Gre oO Johnny Both- theatre, Jan. 17 Stuff S - 
vell orchestra resigned to Signa- into the Tropic Batt! ( ek. 
ture Records Stan Kento asserts | Mich Benny Fields ops it the 
the vill be no salary cutting in Radisson Hotel Minneapolis, Fri- 
his band—yet Ray Anthony cut-;|day (27) Larry Leste and 
ting brass section from eight to five, set for the new Copacabana 
forming a complete combo of 15, John Kirby making = transcriptions 
plus two singers Steve Gibson and for Victor Arvin Dale o from 
Red Caps” signed by Mercury Rec- the Coast set for .mi est b 0 
) Ri t Drew oined George with Melody Mill play 
Towne or i at  Ediso hotel, Ellington plaving the 
N. Y at the Regal theatre, | 
Claude Thornhill, ro " e ( e 
Hollywood Hotel, St. Louis, returns for the see- 
Tommy Tucker crew lensed for Ud time in six months, on Jan 
a short Friday (20) by Universal- |’ Paul Perry, son of Jack Perry, 
International Count Basie band, bead of the Chi Dorsey Brothers 
current at Avodon ballroom. will branch elected president of Chi- 
commence three-week trek of one- ©4889 Youth — conference... Maurie 
niters following closing at present “herman visiting from the Coast... 
location, winding up with vaudate Pee Wee King with his Golden West 
at Paradise, Detroit. week of Jan Cowboys from “Grand Old Oprevy” 
31 Far! Hines due here early in recording four sides for Victo 
February. William Morris agency Red Foley cutting two sides at 
now dieging dates fo combo : Decea Buddy DeVito head MING 
Wingy Manone taking out license ™! the Milwaukee Showboat Joe 
with Musicians’ Local 47 so he can | Louis in town to formally open his 
become an agent Al Donahue Rhumboogie Cafe Louis bought 
opened week’s stand at Shirley- OU Charlie Glenn’s half and now 
Savov hotel. Denver. Sat. (21) owns all of the spot Gold Seal 
Ernie Heckshire’s band set for, Records cutting side with Max 
four weeks at St. Anthony hotel, Miller and Sidney Bechet for “Real 
San Antonio, starting Jan. 6 Jazz” album 
Dick Wits!tow’s aggregation tabbed ° 
| for Paramount. short Orrin Pittsburgh 
Tucker has dropped two of three Harry Walton Fous winding up 
trombones and his only French horn . year’s run at Mercur Music Bar and 
and filled in with fiddles. Crew | being replaced by Buddy Martin 
opened stand at Last Frontier hotel, | trio Herman Middleman pulled 
Las Vegas Fri (20) Nick | out of Hotel Henry job order to 
Cochrane set for fortnight at Horace ‘devote full time to his six-piece band 
Heidt’s Trianon ballroom, commenc- | at Carousel, owned by_ his brother- 
ing Jan. 3 When Charlie Spivak in-law, Jackie Helle: Don Gomez 
winds up six weeks at Palladium. is the new organist-pianist at Hotel 
Feb. 2 he will zigzag through fort Keystone lounge replacing Bob 
night of Pacific Northwest one- Hoffman Marty Gregor has Bev- 
niters., then head back east erly Bennett and the Three Tones 
Johnny Richards, formerly a local singing with him at Club Ankara 


bandleader, signed 
Boyd Raeburn band 
combo 


to arrange 


scats town first of vear 


| long barnstorm bend through South- 
one-niting 


west Jan Garber 
\— 
| 1, Old Lamplighter «6) (Shapir 
| 
| 2. Ole Buttermilk (11> 


3. For Sentimental Reasons (5) 


Zip-a-Dee-Doo-Dah (3) 


e 


8. Gal In Calico (2) «Witmark)... 
Concert or- | 


Passe (1) (Feist) 


. Rav Bauduc 


(Burke-VH). 


for 


for 


‘0-B).. 


(Leeds).. 
4. Rumors Are Flying (13) (Oxford) 
(Santly-Joy). 
6. Whole World Singing Song (3) (Robbins) 


. Things Did Last Summer (8) (Morris) 


Ginger Snaps back into the Oasis for 
another run 
finish three-month run at 
| Show 
replaced by Stan Bailey threesome. 


Lou Martin's Esquires 
Hollywood 


Bar this month and will be 


10 Best Sellers on Coin-Machines 


{Sammy Kave Victor 
¢*.2 Bae Bee es icacc. Columbia 


{Kay Kysei Columbia 


"sree" ) Connee Boswell.......Decca 
{ Ella Fitzgerald........Decca 
| Charlie Spivak Victor 
, Frankie Carle.....Columbia 

"** ) Andrews Sisters.. Decca 
{ Sammy Kaye Victor 
‘* ) Johnny Mercer Capitol 
(cee BOW. ......: Columbia 


|} Jack Smith 


Capitol 


{ Vaughn Monroe Victor 

* | Frank Sinatra.....Columbia 

§ Tex Beneke......... Victor 
***°"* ) Bing Crosby..........Decca 


; ’ inatr nol 
9. Five Minutes More (23) (Melrose)..... Ser 1 Sinatra... ..Columo 


Tex Beneke..... Victor 


(Tex Beneke.. ...... 
| Margaret Whiting.. 


Victor 
Capitol 


Coming Up 


Sooner or Later (Santly-Joyv) 


. 


| 
| 
Just Squeeze Me (Robbins) 


| Huggin’ and Chalkin’ (Hudson)... 


| Winter Wonderland (BVC)..,.. 


| On the Boardwalk (BVC) ., 
| Best Man (Vanguard) 
| Christmas Song (Burke-VH) 

ff ’'m Lucky (BVC) ........ 


This Is Always (BVC) 





Miserlou (Colonial)....... 
| Guilty to Lee err eree 


You Keep Coming Back (Berlin) 





Sammy Kave.. _...Vietot 


( Paul Weston........ Cap yl 

icaMiag } Dick Jurgens Columbia 
Hoagy Carmichael Decca 

{ Perry Como Victor 

abet } Andrews-Lombardo Decca 
{ Dick Haymes...... Decca 


Mercurs 
Cap tol 


** ) Starlighters 
{ King Cole Trio 


} Les Brown Columbia 
{King Cole Trio.. Capito 

)} Les Brown ,.. Columpia 

{ Perry Como Pie V vr 

} Jimmy Dorsey Devea 

{ Harry James Co a 

“** | Dick Haymes ....- Decca 

{ Bing Crosby....« Decca 

“"** (Jo Staiford .. Caplio 

Jan August Diane 


Whiting. ...Captie 


Margaret 











or 
CS 


rd 


or 
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Union Backs Sonja Henie’s Firing Of 
Choristers for Pulling ‘Wildcat’ Strike 


Detroit, Dec. 23. 
sonja Henie fired 16 chorus mem- 
pers of her “Hollywood Ice Revue’ 


when they struck for an increase in 


their weekly pay of $30 pius $35 for 
expenses. Their union, the Ameri- 
can Guild of Variety Artists sus- 
pended them from membership foi 
what was called a “wildcat” strike 
and placed their names on the un- 
fair list fol failure to live up to their 
contract. 

But the young skaters (three of 
them girls) got backing from the 
Detroit Teamsters (AFL) which re- 
fused to move the show’s equipment 
out of the Olympic Stadium until 
the skaters told them It was okay. 

Just what arrangement was reach- 
ed between Miss Henie and the skat- 
ers was not revealed. 

The skaters explained they were 
paid $30 a week with $35 to cover 
all hotel, meals, tips, cleaning and 
skate sharpening expenses. “Were 
lucky if we have 30 cents left at the 


end of the week,” one of the fired 


girls said 

Miss Henie, who has always drawn 
well in Detroit despite her annual | 
panning from the newspapers be- | 


cause of her refusal to take part in 
benefit performances, refused to 
comment 


Fields Stays With Greshler 
Freddie Fields has reconsidered 
joiiing the Frederick Bros. office 
and will remain with Abner Gresh- 
ler agency. 














+ jciaiscaiaiainias 


Vodka Version of 10% 


A troupe of Russian perform- 
ers was brought to the United 
States by one of the top agen- 
cies which immediately pro- 
ceeded to give them a terrific 
publicity buildup prior to a 
showing date at a theatre hired 
especially for the occasion. The 
troupe, fortunately, lived up to 








CAPPELLA 


AND 


PATRICIA 


are dancing away with the 
show at Bill Miller's Em- 
bassy Club ... presenting 
highly individual routines in 
every tempo— they even 
have a "HAPPY BIRTHDAY 
TO YOU" number that for 
sheer jauntiness is unsur- 
passed... always appear- 
ing as a vision of mobile 
beauty... ." 
VIRGINIA FORBES, 
New York Sun. 


Held Over 8th Week 


EMBASSY CLUB, N. Y. 


Thanks to BILL MILLER and 
BILL FICKS 




















N 
139 E. 57th St., N.Y. C. 

















PL. 9-7470 





their advance publicity at the 
showing date, and the audience 
of agents and_ bookers forgot 
their professional capacity. and 
cheered wildly 


* After a prolonged clamor. the 
troupe’s interpreter explained 
that with the exception of one 
performer, none spoke English, 
and this one knew but two 
words. The percenters demanded 
that he be heard. 

The actor advanced to the 
mike and after a few false starts 
in Russian blurted out the only 
English words he knew, “Abe 
Lastfogel.” 








New Year's Eve 
Reserves 09% 
Under Last Yr. 


New Year's Eve reservations in 
New York cafes are running far be- 
hind that of last year. Average cafe 
is booked to about 35% of capacity, 
although a few cafes such as Copa- 
| cabana, Carnival, Latin Quarter are 
virtually sold out for that evening. 





Last year, at this time, nearly all 
cafes had been sold out, and many 
| weren't taking reservations. 

However, bonifaces aren't too 
worried about the Eve despite the 
thin list of reservations. They feel 
that a considerable number of last- 
minute calls will come during the 
| forthcoming week, and if that doesn't 
| materialize, there'll be enough tran- 
sient trade to fill nearly all the 
tables 


'A. C. Hotels Angling 
| For New Year’s Trade 
Atlantic City, Dec. 23. 
| Hotels here giving niteries a run 
for the New Year's eve trade and 
| tilting prices higher than bistros, 
l'which seem not to be paying too 
| much attention to holiday revelers. 
| Haddon Hall offering supper at 
| $12.50 per person and formal dress 
| required. Marlborough - Bienheim 
| not so pariicular about formal al- 
‘though it will be encouraged with 
| $10 scale. 
| The Claridge plans two parties, 
| one formal at $9 per head and the 
lother at $3.60 per. Other tariffs are: 
| Traymore, $15; Ritz-Carlton, $6; Am- 
| bassador, $10; Chelsea, $9 

As for the niteries, Babette’s has 
set a $3 cover charge. Most other 
spots will charge about the same. 
figuring such low scales will en- 
courage free spending. 

















“THE CLOWN PRINCE OF COMEDY” 


ARTIE 





STRAND, 


Already Booked for 


2 REPEAT ENGAGEMENTS 


x *k * 


Thanks to Harry Mayer and 
Thanks to the BIG AGENT of 1947 
My Personal Representative 


MATTY ROSEN 
1501 Broadwey, New York 


Currently Appearing 


at the 





DANK 


New York 














| 
| 


| 


| 


| 


| 


singer of 





Joe Browning 
(Vet Monologist ) 


presents his case to prove there's 
life in the old gol yet with 


“Who Said Vaudeville 
Is Dead?”’ 


* * * 


on editorial feature 
in the forthcoming 


41st Anniversary Number 
of 


VARIETY 











Many Niteries Drop Gal 
Lines to Prune Talent 
Budgets in Current Slump 


Chorus lines employment in New 
York has 
nitery slump began 


taken a dive since the 
Lines have al- 
ready been tossed by La Martinique, 
Havana-Madrid and Belmont Plaza. 
timated that cafe 
$1,000 weekly on the 

Gals generally get 
around $75 and cost of routining, cos- 
tuming and producing accounts for 
the remainder 


t's «¢ operators 
Sai\ ¢ « OuUnGad 


average line, 


Line salaries have risen from an 
average of $40 prewar, while finery 
now costs around $200 per costume, 
as against an average $75 in 1940. 

However, slump as yet hasn't been 
too severe, as majority of clubs us- 
ing the prancers are still retaining 


them Copacabana, Latin Quarter, 
Diamond Horseshoe, China Doll, 
Carnival, Iceland, Leon & Ekxdie’s 


and Greenwich Village Inn are re- 
taining femmes. However, there's 
the possibility of further cuts if the 
slump continues after Jan. 1. 


A. J. BALABAN RENEWED 
AS ROXY, N. Y., BOSS 


A. J. Balaban, executive managing 
director of the Roxy theatre, N. Y., 
for the last five years, has renewed 
his contract with 20th-Fox, Roxy’s 
continued management 
of that house. Deal is for five years 
with film firm having the option for 
an additional three year period. 


owners, for 


Terms of the deal weren't dis- 
closed but it’s believed to be along 
the lines of the old pact which called 
for $1,000 weekly, plus a_ bonus 
based on earnings of the house. 

Balaban, who took over the house 
in 1941, is generally credited with 
having instituted a series of im- 
provements which hiked grosses 
considerably. Among them were re- 
construction of the stage which gave 
the house a greater degree of in- 
timacy, and a considerable hiking 
of the talent budget which enabled 
the Roxy to play top names. 

Balaban has been in showbusiness 
since 1906 when he started as a 
illustrated songs. He 
pioneered in de-luxe_ presentation 
houses, and later, helped found the 
Balaban & Katz circuit. He late 
was in charge of talent operations 
for the Paramount Publix chain of 
1,600 houses. 

Irving Lesser continues as the 
Roxy's manager. 


Susan Reed, Nitery Singer, 
Set for Concert Tour 


Columbia Concerts is booking Su- 
san Reed, nitery ballad singer, on a 
10-week concert tour next fall, dates 
celling at $750. This will mark the, 
first longhain 
old Barney Josephson discovery 

Tour grew out of the fact that 
Victor is putting out the singer's 
first album of records in February 
the recording company approaching 
Columbia’s v.p. Fred Schang and 


selling him on the idea of the con- 
cert tour 
Singer. who accompanies herself 


on harp and zither, will also carry 
a pianist. She's daughter of legit 
p.a. Isadora Bennett and playwright 
Dan Reed. 


Julie Munshin, comic in the legiter 
“Call Me Mister” has been signed 
for Cafe Society Uptown, N. Y.., 
starting Jan. 23. He'll double from 
the musical 

Lucienne Boyer, the French chan- 
teuse, will headline the following 


| Cafe Society Uptown show. 


tour for the 21-year- | 


Major Talent Agencies Trim Staffs To 


ing to effect a considerable 
ming of personnel after Jan 1. 
Wholesale cuts are, according to top 
execulives, to meet an expected drop 
in revenue 
Process has 
sic Corp. of 
Artists Corp 
were let out 
expected to go out 


America and General 
several agents 
Others are 


shortly after the 


where 


recently 


New Year when further cuts in the 
entertainment market are likely to 


make itself felt 

One agency exec declared that the 
talent offices must adjust for a re- 
turn to when 
lower prevailed, and 
prepared to face the fact 
that many cafes will not be buying 
as heavily as they did in the war 
years 


pre-war conditions 
talent 


must be 


prices 


Theatre tments haven't been 
as hard hit as the cafe 


aepal 
ectors, In- 
asmuch as the vaude billings are 
still holding up and. as yet no thea- 
tres have 


However, 


dropped stage shows. 


Mont Niteries 
Prep for Heavy 
New Year’s Biz 


Montreal, Dec. 23 
Survey of the 


night spots and 
New 


Year's eve biz is expected. Though 


theatres shows that plenty 


spending coin is not as plentiful as 


last year, niteries report heavy res- | 


ervations for the festive night. 


With war industries shut tight, 


and strikes and reconversion blocks | 


slowing industry, the bonifaces were | 


pesimistic this year, but according 
to the way things have been going 
they're not worried now. 


Prices in the ivp spots will be 


about the same as last year. El Mo- 


rocco will charge $6 and Normandie 
Roof $7.50. Usual floorshows will be 
shown in these spots. Mount Royal 


hotel is opening its Jacques Cartier | 


room to carry the overflow of the 
Normandie Roof. Charge will be $6, 
with Erni Ardi’s orchestra supply- 
ing the music. Samovar’s tariff will 
be $6, with Irene Hilda heading the 
show. 
Theatres, 
will have vaude shows, but tickets 


main stem and nabes, 
are reported moving only so-so. Le- 
git offering opening Christmas night 
will be “Voice of the Turtle” at His 
Majesty's. 


already started at Mu-} 


Counterbalance Postwar Adjustment; 
Many Letouts Seen After New Year 


| Major talent agencies are prepar- 
trim- | 


that field as well, because of the de- 
emphasis of bands. Theatre bookers 


| are turning to personalites as head- 


liners instead of orchestras, which in 
many Cases produce less 
sions than bands 


commis= 


However, the more se! 
seen as coming in the 
ments of the varied agencies Road 
conditions have been sub-standard, 
which combined with the drop in the 
vaude market is likely to cause seri- 


ious drop is 


band depart- 


ous inroads on agency revenue 

Another factor affecting age 
come is the slicing of band over- 
head. Several top bandleaders are 
reorganizing to cut payroll 
and overhead. Consequently, the 
orchs won’t be geiting as much coin, 
which will further decimate 
takes. 


CV fie 


at wn 


agency 


The cutting down of agency over- 
head, however, is not expected to be 
permanent. The offices look for a 
pickup as soon as the levelling off 
period is completed. They feel that 
the people will want to step out as 
soon as the economic status of the 
postwar period becomes evident. 
Agency execs feel that people are 


| holding off because of continued rise 
|in prices which cuts down on the 
| luxuries each family is able to af- 


ford. With stability, they feel. the 


| mobs will be spending again. 
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Zanzibar Shifting to Ole South Site, 
With Ofay Policy for Current Stand 


Cafe Mm. Bs 
of big-time Negro talent, is reported 





Zanzibar, largest user * 


Frolics, Miami, Fold; | 


Burley Idea Didn’t Jell 


as being ready to shift its operations 


to the shuttered club formerly oper- 








ated as the Ole South, located under ' 
; ‘he Frolics, Miami, which hac 
the Latin Quarter. Dicker is on for The Frolics, 
Carl Bri , been operating with burlesque for- 
\ » Joe Howard-Carl Erbe operation 4 and talent for its floorshow 
\ vot Jan. 20 otlv last we 0) when 
( t Zanziba site t s re- taent was notified by Charlie Lewis 
who |} een , ing ‘here'll 
tod yi lose temporat ilv for re \ o had been operat yg hei 
+ be no show tonight 
} } 1d will <« erate with an : , , ' 
j ) and will operate Spot operated about wo weeks 
o pol and a change of name. with ow headed by Margie Hart 
( trude Niesen likely to preem_ strippe i! Eddie Nut Kaplan 
of} » paleface shows at the larger con Lewis is reputed to avs 
: s dro} $30.000 i venture with 
ca There's the possibility that epi t is of opinior ing the idea 
Ja M ray vill also be o1 samme ave had a chance if launc hed 
DD ra itel season 
. , 
r > y lan? , ’ ip 
Operation of the Zanzibar and the Payot! of talent li alosartlaiatonts irom 
securit coin posted with American 
titled club. will make the How - : , 
arise club, ruild of Variety Artists When 
avd-Erbe interests the largest cafe fo}qo came AGVA wired money to 
oO} 7 m the Stem They also Sam London, its Mian rep, to pay 
al S { ne troupe 
perate the Singapore restaurant. on ‘" Maries of the th 
original site of the Zanzibar 
atop Winter Garden, N. ¥ N. Y. Cafe Pacts Foster 
: ; 
If the .lesen daca s set for the “3° 2° ‘ ‘ | 
, ir) > 
caie, this will mark her first nitery At Sliding Salary scale 
appearance in several years. Some Phil Foster, current at La Mar- 
years ago, she headlined at the Hur- gjnjqgue N.Y. has been re pacted by 
ricane then operated by Dave Wol- that ife for an extended session 
pet Zanzibar subsequently took. next ceason. Comic. who started at 
over the spot. Miss Niesen has been $350. has been signed for three four- 
out of cafe and vaude circles for \...; periods which calls for an 
ve ] rears vars > w ¢ = , . 
several years because of her ap-) initial salary of $1.000 which in 
pearance in the long running MUSI- Greases with every option period. Top 
pen : 2a pe d 4 
il, “Follow the Girls. salary next year will be $1,500 
———————————————— Foster, a recently discharged GI 
will be followed by Al Bernie, whose 
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opening date hasn't been definitely 
Piccadilly Canteen Folds 
London, Dec. 11 
The Stage Door Canteen, Pic- 
ecadilly, for over two years nightly 
; : rendezvous of 2.500 service men. 
, 3 and women, is to be shut down 
= Dec. 26 
LAURETTE S Charles Dickson chairman of 
and CLYMA club has been spending 58.000 
DANCING HUMORISTS weekly in maintaining it, some of 
Wishing You a the money subscribed by himself 
MERRY CHRISTMAS and friends. To date, they’ve spent 
Pete over $300,000 in operating. 

KING EDWARD HOTEL Premises has been leased by 
Toronto owners to the British Broadcasting 
and a Corp. to be used for broadcasting 

HAPPY NEW YEAR for next three years. 
CHATEAU FRONTENAC eg 
Quebec Albany Bistro’s Icer 
Kenmore hotel, Albany, N. Y., re- 
sumes entertainment Friday (27) 
| with an ice show “Serenade on 
| Blades” headed by Bob and Peggy 
| White. 


Hotel had been on the unfair list 
of the American Guild of Variety 
Artists because of a pay situation 
which was straightened out last 
week. 


Wash. itery Doone Show 


Treasure Island, Washington, D.C., 
has dispensed with floorshows as of 
last week and will operate § as 
straight eatery. 

Talent on la-t show was paid off 
from security up at American Guild 
of Variety Artists. 
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Opening Jan. 1 
CHATEAU FRONTENAC 
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N. Y. Rep.: Harry Green 


MAXINE 


SULLIVA 


VILLAGE VANGUARD 


NEW YORK 


NOW 
(indefmitety) 

































ODERN 
ASTER 


OF THE 


























| 
| 
| Brown and Max Shapiro for their 
| 











Harry G. Smith 
weeps for 


‘Burlesque: a Good 
Gal Gone West” 
* 


* * 


an editorial feature 
in the forthcoming 
41st Anniversary Number 


of 


VARIETY 
Out Soon 


Adams, Newark, 
Cited Untaw’ 











Adams theatre, Newark, N. J., has 
been cited unfair by American Guild 
of Variety Artists for failure to ad- 
just claim of Burns Twins and Eve- 
vi for overtime pay for extra 
show they ppeared in at house 

veral weeks ago 

Under AGV\ regulations in its 
new pact for theatres all acts get- 
tisg less than $750 per week are 
only required to do 30 shows weekly 
for that sum and are to be com- 
pensated pro rata for extra per- 
formances poeyvond that figure. Trio, 
which comes within this category, 


played seven extra performances, 


ind in seeking the additional re- 
muneration took the matter to the 
talent union. 


A. A. Adams, who operates house 
in partnership with Paramount, was 


notified on the discrepancy by the 
union, which claims he has done 
nothing about adjusting Unless 


claim is paid before Dec. 26, AGVA 
will not permit its members to per- 
form in the next show, slated to go 
in on that date. 


He’ll Have Suits Now! 

Jerry fortifying himself 
against hard times in the agency biz. 
Percenter is set to open a tailoring 


Rosen is 


establishment to be operated by a 
partner. 
Rosen was in that line before 


becoming an agent. 
By Happy Benway 
Saranac Lake, N. Y., Dec. 23. 
Each member of the colony re- 
ceived Yule greetings from Sophie 
Tucker, 
Albert Gaffanti, technician for the 


National Screen Service, left for! 
N. Y. C. where he'll continue the | 
“cure.” 


Helen Marshall, widow of Jimmy 
| Marshall, in for a weekend to make 
| final settlements of the Marshall es- 

tate consisting of a cottage and farm, 


also a camp on Rainbow Lake, Ga- | 


briel, N. Y. 
Abe (IATSE) Seligman beat the 
rap and has returned to his home in 
New York City. 
Margaret Dougherty, songstress, 
checked out of the Rogers with all- 
clear papers. 


who is in business there. 


Helen LeClaire Carlson, 


; gressed so well they were handed a 


| 10-day furlough to spend the Yule- | 


| tide season at their homes. 

James (RKO) McCarthy happy 
over news that he can hit the Big 
Town and home in March. 

After three months of observation 
' Jerry LaRose (Princess Natoma) left 
|for N. Y. C. to get a final O.K. from 
| a specialist before undergoing major 
| operation. 

Eddie Vogt, who was appointed 
| headman in the Will Rogers research 
laboratory, left for a 10-day ogling 
of the Big Town. Ditto for William 


“Shuffle” Headley, who will play 
Santa Claus at his Philadelphia 
home, 


{| The usual annual “Christmas Eve 


Party in the San” now being ar- 
|ranged. All patients will be gifted 
and will be hosted at dinner and 


| blowout. 
| Feature headliners are being lined 
| up for the coming Lake Placid win- 
ter carnival. Lowell Thomas will act 
| as emcee and crown Sammy Kaye as 
| king and Mimi Benzell as queen of 
Winter. Yearly event generally packs 
| the colony with visitors with the Will 
| Rogers patients getting a big play 
from the gang. 
Elda Benedict, who is doing nicely, 


} 
with the cure routine, pepped up by 


visit from her mother. 

The gang would like to send thanks 
to Charles Smakwitz, Lillian Brown, 
Jerry Sager, Eddie Weber, Annie 


donations and gifts used to put on 
entertainments and parties for “We 
the Patients.” 

(Write te those who are iil.) 


She will remain. in the | 
downtown colony with her husband, | 


Edith | 
Garzke and Helen Grupp have pro-|! 





‘STATE, N.Y. BOOKINGS (Riv on Ate 
SET UNTILNEXTMaRcH Riviera Nitery 
Files Bankruptcy 


theatre, N. Y., 
Broadway, 
Bill Miller’s Riviera, Ft. Lee, NU 
last week filed a petition of bank- 
ruptcy inthe Newark Federal 
court listing liabilities of $183,982 
and assets of $27,500. Cafe was pur- 


Loew's State sole 


' straight vauder on s 
leaning increasingly to standard acts 
since Sidney Piermont took over the 
booking chores several months ago. 
Piermont, who has lined up majority 
of acts on bills to last until March, is 


using mostly acts that have played 


the house previously. chased this year from Ben Marden 
at a reporte’ $750,000 which in. 

However, some acts new to the cluded a considerable portion . 

house have been set. Among them surrounding land . 

are Buddy Moreno, former Harry Ceesune at he witers licinientd 

James vocalist recently discharged eet tee Gerke. attheush Witte \ 

from the Army: Barry Grav, Ruby wal times declaied that v er apt 

Hill. Wilbur Evans, Monica Lewis, biz had been sufficient to balance 

Ray Heatherton, Dean Martin and veekiv take 

Jet Lew However, most of these Spot, howeve vill conti: »p 

performers have played other vaud ration until New Year “sae ot 

ers and cafe ‘ast. and no closing date has been 
Among the standard n'mes going “set. This is the first vear the 

into the State are Johnny Morgan,! club was founded that it has been 

Yvette, Slate Bros., Jean Carroll, open during the winter season. Dur- 

Leonard Sues, Bonnie Baker, Johnny ing the Marden ownership spot 

Downs, Lionel Kaye, Lorraine Rog- shuttered in the fall. 

nan, John Boles, Jack Carter, Max 

Rosenbloom and Max Baer, Molly 

Picon, Eddie Peabody, Archie Rob Merger Delays ,arnell’s 

bins, Salici Puppets, Tommy Dix 1 * s Y ‘ 

Dolores Gray, sad Venuta and Skedded Visit to U. ». 


John Calvert Val Parnell, head of the Moss Em- 
pire gircuit of England, has can- 
celled passage for his Jan. 11 sailing 


on 


the Queen Elizabeth 
slated to make talent 


Parnell w 
deals and 


Creditors Reshuffling 3 


Pi K B | vey the American theatre situation 
ans to cep a to Reason for the cancellation is the 
pressure of detail connected with 


the 


Nitery From Foldo 


Dec. 23. 

A committee of creditors is trying 
to work out a solution for the finan- 
cial difficulties of Francis J. McLane 
and his Walnut Grove nitery, which 
enjoved a brief but ambitious careel! 
of big name entertainment here. Se- 
cured creditors include the Brooklyn- | 
Curtis Bay bank, which holds a first 
mortgage on real estate and chattels 


Moss Empire acquisition of the 
talent showhouses of the Gen- 
eral Theatres Corp. Parnell is affect- 
ing organizational changes 
of the GTC takeover. 


“COMEDY 
PATTER 


live 
Baltmore, 


because 








for $152,000; Nathan A. Rice, with a : 
second mortgage $10,000, and _ the For All Branches of Theatricals 
U. S. Government, which has filed FUN-MASTER GAG FILES 
liens for taxes due of $28,000. Addi- Nos. 1 thru 20 @ $1.00 each 


tional claims amount to $154,000. (Nos. 21 thru 25 Ready Soon) 


The musicians union has a tab in “BOOK OF BLACK-OUTS" 
for $5,800, said to represent unful- 3 Vols. @ $20.00 Per Vol., or 
filled obligations and guarantees $50.00 for 3 Vols. 
rather than actual salaries, and no 


“BOOK OF PARODIES" 
10 Sock Parodies for $10.00 
"HOW TO MASTER 
THE CEREMONIES" 


(Hew to Be an Emcee) 
$3.00 Per Copy 


No €.0.D.'s on any material! 
route, also send permanent 


PAULA SMITH 
200 W. 54th St., New York 19, N.Y. 


union music will be permitted in the 
| spot until that claim is settled. There 
is a possibility of the place reopen- 
ing if creditors accept a plan of the 
‘ommittee offering continued opera- 
tion on the strength of a third mort- 
gage set up for an additional $35,000 
raised by McLane. 

Opening of Walnut Grove last Oc- 
tober created considerable stir in the 
local nitery front, with subsequent | 
bookings of star and name _ band 
combos listing Lou Holtz and Vin- 
cent Lopez, Willie Howard, Frances 
Faye and Johnny Long, Harpo Marx, 
Slate brothers and Tony Pastor and, 
on the windup, Sammy Kaye and his 
revue. Location in far reaches of 
industrial area skirting the city and | 
generally inept handing of all oper- 
ational functions plus bad timing of 


If ea 
address. 




















opening at end of the war-boom | 
spending era, contributed to the! 


HELENE and HOWARD 


‘Comedy Dance Aatics’ 
GOLDEN GATE THEATRE 


San Francisco 
Dir.: MATTY ROSEN 


foldo. Spot, with a capacity of 900, | 
drew some trade, mainly on week- 
ends and on early shows, but free- 
spending element remained in down- 
town sector, where competing bistros 
countered with equally strong mar- 
| quee strength, but in proportion to 
profit potentialities. 














Vaude Unit Assembled 
Out of H’d After Hiatus: 


Hollywood, Dec. 23. | 

First vaude unit to be assembled 
here in nearly a year is “Hollywood 
and Vine,” which Bert Levey agency 
is offering combo houses in the Far 
West at $3,000 weekly. 

The 13-peopled layout, including 
line of six girls, is topped by vet 
acts of Benny Ross and Maxine 
Stone, Kermit Dart and Irene Ver- 
million, plus several novelty turns. 
Unit currently is rehearsing. 


Parodies! Special Songs! Bits! 

* Draw from our library, one of the 
largest, most comprehensive is 
Showbiz! 

*% 1947 Catalog FREE! 

*% Exclusive material our specially! 
J. & H. KLEINMAN 
25-31-K 30th Road, L. |. City 2, N. Fe 
Telephone: Astoria 8-6965 
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NEW TALENT WANTED 


Professional Engagements for 
Contest Winners 
Auditions Nightly—Finals Sunday 
OLD KNICKERBOCKER MUSIC HALL 
54th St. and 2nd Ave., New York 
Preliminary Interviews 4 to ¢ P.M 
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of the feature acts. For the rest, 





e bad | 

Night Club Reviews Sanat! afte hall tastier a ; | 

raadocks (New Acts) another of 4 

Walter’s importations are socko in VU ee ri e t rR j lis 

— Reem, N. Y. | but his preamble is much too long, their roughouse slapstick acro- ; 
Wedgw and he takes too much time in get- | Comedy. On the American _ side, 


Gloria LeRoy, who's worked for the WEEK OF DECEMBER 25 


| producer before, is utilized in the 
production numbers with her lim- 
ber acro-dances 


olinari, Deering & Lang, 
Jone Malley: Emil Coleman & 
Mischa Borr’s bands; $2 cover, 


ting pewholders to come up. But he 
gets off solidly. . 


Another click are Arnauts with Nomerals tm connection with oilts velow indicate opening dav of show 





































































































een ,.| their trick fiddling and bird calls and comedy, and whether ‘ull or split week 
ae  § aldorf’s ’ : ~S- | makes her presence fe P peg eke 
A not-good show at = = It’s an ideal turn for large cafes a yeh ccigneser'g ot throughout. Letters ip parenthesis indicate circuit. (1) Independent: (1) Loew: 
Wedgwood Room 15, Pea ee | because of sight values and expert wn spot she had them (P) Paramount; «R) RKO; (W) Warner 
asted further because of Sinatra's projection. pounding for more of her Charlotte 
just closed socko engagement. This is) " Other items include Myrtill ana | Cleenwoodish comic-highkick work. .) . \onK cry) et Iceland 
. je -pe-act lay as agains : + : ~~ ‘ _ ee "o ae ; v8 | Nua ' ’ celane bananas . 
yymediocre three act ge as a Picaud, a dance pair who appear Georges Alban (New Acts), also a Capitol (h) 25 |. Albee (R) 26 Ice Revue | ‘1 ia. 
the class room s policy 2 hg 9 Non with bodies painted iridescently, Fr nch import, works in the group To Min i rsey Or« Big ee | P Whitemar Jr Or | attie Sondi 
good attraction of the Sinatra, Sablon | anq _who do some fetching ballet are and in spot. 7 vien Fay, |b isranke & Janyce | Ben Be | Re tear cea ) seve Belk hards 
calibre idle turn, out of routines. Chick Gladke, who gradu- | #5 Calnty as evet snt given (00! music Rall (1) 26 | Deni nt Fatso Mares | ttenry LaMarr 
Best is the miadle Deering & ated from the male line to a fea- ™uch to do, but what she does adds lants Paul Win ell Dorothy Manners | Ruban Bleu 
“Three to Make Ready, ao tae ~! tured spot, does the production! Class to the production. Her ballet- etios | Beatrice Ka Hal ty | Wally Blacker 
. . p 4] - °f > y P rt * 1 af ‘ ttes > . eorgze tara I \ly TT 
Lang, a Winsome terp pall + se Zs = |} dances sufficiently well to indicate toe interps are tops Mazzone-Ab- ,:, de Ballet Oona . i. a. La Conga te il re Wallne 
spice their balletmania with . gos that he'll ultimately do well as a Ot troupe, always a part of Wal- : Or _ Pats cong Ore . hito D'Izar lau) Villard . 
pallroomology for pop appeat. \. a single, while June Dave. the house ter's shows here, get sock returns Haramount ‘7 25) paul Regan ee & Linda | Da Dawn Dusk 
Deering is a looker and het ge r, | singer, still has far to go before | With their corny yet effective | andrews Sis . a aay tae hep: py ia Versailes 
albeit a shade too a ai x i being commercially acceptable Apache turn Piroshka (New Acts) Bros Py hs , 5" 7h Shes, Pupil Gaenee irc EF Sablon 7 
ee ° " lan iVIISS eering Is} . ; : adds to th wlreadv heavy lo: : ® ' a - hs - >. Ki Pet oO; 
an expert yy oe Milleresque | -roduction numbers are done with Fcc ag ag ballet load of Ps; ' ll pill \ am Cnetinique a vidhen Ore 
ossessed Of ae we it care and make for colorful presenta- | ~““ ~~“ a a oe ae Roxy (1) 25 Smith, Re Eddy | Phil Foster ee Contes waee 
quality and slit ri ‘ie an undis-| tion. The Broadway, hula and Mexi- ,, Topping the show is Chandra Rosario & Antonio | F a ' pee Als Garlands — 
John Mo ee tal . with his ac-| C42 numbers come off well. Jose. Kealy and his duo of femme danc- , [i0) Hanon | Rena: —.. PO fag i Alicia Wallace 
tinguished entrace Ponchielli’s we . ers. Though used too much in the pro- | ‘tJ; rrent Artie. Dann | batin Quartes teh liga pei 
cordion specia It + I crag a" : ° e duction, they still garner the heav- State (b) 26 lane & Claire Henny Youngman Patsy Lane 
“Dance of the Hours,” “Flight of the Beachcomber. Miami iest mitting of the evening with Preszy Taylor 3 j yal Sets George Tapps ten vt cue 
a ; . . ‘ : saa : 1 Ady v : / Pigs Lae tesla | Leticis lick 4 re rletche 
Bumble Bee, a banjo —, and Miami Beach, Dec. 20 | bizarre terpology. Standout is his <p airig hin ina MIAMI eS Village Vanguard 
“Tico Tico” comprise his reper! oie | Jackie Miles, Gypsy Rose Lee & “Lamplighter” routine and the Johnny Morgar lwaee (P) 25 | Myrtil & Picaud Maxine Sullivan 
Why anyone should want to . b " t | Girls (5), Jerri Sullivan, Jack Sian- | “Balinese Boogie” which led into ‘vet Wiens a Seems big ges ca. die 
a banjo on another instrument, - 1 | ton, Betty Luster, Line (7), George the finale for a rousing closer. - Rabat agg | Lou Saxon  Waeees Lint Don Frye 
the windjammer 0} other pa am Paxton Orch (10), Del Toro Orch Fausto Curbello and crew cut a_ y, ra. A a ag i ee = Soa | Leon & Pildie’s Eddie Gibbs 
subject for comment heegge mages —_ his | (7); $3-$4 minimum tough show in adept manner and the jehnny Mack | NEWARK co ee hes oe 
a fair specialty, but he Is ol vat | — lighting effects added color in per- 4, Lat? Richie 9 on | Adams (D260 | branklin 2. Gertrude Hila 
league here. He also shoul cut! The talent problems, which beset | fect blending with the splendid cos- j[rreddie Slnck Ore | 5 guy, Pime of “47 | Leblanca & Garcia | jean Ainslie 
down on those announce ments, ol most of the bigger glitter-room ops! tumes Lary. E ae Morse e+ roll peg ae bg Re ancleco 
suming they re necessary eiiper * k come season time, have been solved = si “a Se | ia rds } 4, v ( eg A ye Monte Carle v ay me 
or it’s a matter of elevating the = yi in what they hope will be solvent . State (1) 25-28 | Lucienne ‘’ Pic etal | Dick Gasparre O | P'Rivero & Belm’te 
for better vocal resonance “ry ©* | fashion by owners Ned Schuyler and Latin Quarter. Chi Dor Henry 3 } Ladd Lyon > “ rio Zanzibar 
. - > > c " = “ i Lose Shoat » . N " Thelmis ‘orne 
stooping over, since the idriff “*|Casey Castleman, with a present Chicago, Dec. 20. | sia Stine ee | Majestic Cy” 26-29 Old Romunian benny Brisse 
lowered on a keel with his miari _— jlineup that should prove a stout} Polly Baker & Harry Carroll, Roberts S & White | Russ LeBeau | Jackie Phillips Ethel Waters 
order to pick up the pleated music- draw, plus’ subsequent followers | Maurice Rocco, 3 Wiles, Gene Baylos,  ,, ; ag Jordan & Parvis | Sad e Banks i 'fot Shots 
box ) "Malley closed to % Martha Raye, Willie Howard and! Paul Carleton, Line (14), Buddy Rosemarie King Sully & Thomas | Alice te | aa . Vinson Ore 
Headliner Pat 7 Ma s a lish | Sophie Ticker. Shaw Orch (8); $2.50 minimum. Gens De \e Flying Berrys | Robby Harrell | Pee Wee Marquette 
waltz after a fine start. “NBA: The premiere — ; = he Keddingtons 30-1 Joe La Porte Ore [Sy Oliver 
or veare af , iere show adds up to} a ; . BOSTON Gethecinn 1, Chan Mit pe : 
comic came | -“- how yi = sock entertainment with marquee in-| Second edition of ‘Mardi Gras _ Keiths (R) 26 Sid Stone Co Ralph hry mae ee 
sack age = t of legit “and the| surance in Jackie Miles and Gypsy | revue is a fast show with all acts { ' weigh al Ben all | Marty Beck Ore Janezi Makula 
been in ane ons b = vith his | Rose Lee. Their draw power was at- punching all the way. Only hold- 3... \ow (pale tg | _ Rogers Corner Zsiga Bela, 
varieties since. Hes De: bee but, | tested to by the jampacked room on| Over is the song and impersonation oe 5 ray gy 
Lancashire and cockney Pgs Med opening night’s two shows. It’s a/ team of Polly Baker and Harry Car- ——~— Gay Blades Helen Wenzel 
_ yh age rege ® a oa with | tribute to Miles and Miss Lee’s| Toll, who score again on sharp song Don Baker Alea Orlova 
at the beginning, he peters ¢ | te >. tes . , a vent | Satire and nostalgia emanating from 
pee ; alents that their opening stints went | 54 a alg alle & 
suished lyric and monolog | “ s | = sige ‘gas o 
eee of the numbers is|S° Well. True evaluation of their | Carroll's hit tunes. , THE GAUDSMITH BROS. CHICAGO 
wie engage ‘abre and the Blackpool | Sessions came with the second show. | Maurice Rocco, the sepia lad who * © WEEKS AT Blackhawk Ht Edgewater Be’ch 
rather macabre an¢ : ” Miles cially, tur j 4 2g) Swings and s\ ays as he plays the ny Russ Carlyle Ore Stephen Kisley Ore 
allt: av be as locally appealing iles, especially, turned in a 30] ° ; ; : 
canes ee ye as locally % PF i g sale seeuence Gf inudh making | yet does solid on his bass boogie MOUNT ROYAL HOTEL Geneve Dorn Morgan D'cers 
é ‘ookivnese in some sectors oO . ; a ed + 9) . . j ”% -« ~ 00 oo Stevens Sensationalists 
“os ‘but. in the main, it’s un-] Yarns, songs, dance and even drum | of Mee see ogg Al _ = MONTREAL, CANADA Chez Paree Sharkey — 
eeu Pp a ame | playing that kept them pounding for | W)™) an set Startec aun , : Mrs Sophie Tucker Song Stylists 
, And t that the rime I Met.: EDDIE S¥ j 
funny. And isnt tha F |more. He's added several new rou-| Y°U” to boffo reception. An unusual ee, es DOE 8 ag Bobby Breen youine Gleen 
"Oaker ‘: Emil C ] ti s..| tines to the standard stuff they ex- act that hasn't been seen around : phtionatdae atest p a SW hitney Preston lambert 
therwise Emil Coleman continues : =. é S| ? we im several veare is ; sibs Joann W . 
3 ‘a aaa le i = sect from him, and all is top-drawer here in several years is the Three |Gay Claridge Ore _ Hotel Sherman 
1 llin terp |} Gle Oo 
with his dance-compelling oe | stud? Especially hilarious was his Wiles, who create magic while tap | Adorables (12) Gee Seay Ore 
tunery. and Mischa Borr's alternating | 7) cbout the woes of Themezong | Gancing. Two men and gal then do) yost Guardsmen PHILADELPiIA | PhYiis Gale Phil Gordon 
band performs capitally on the Latin | P/4!nt abou 1e€ woes WeMESONE | 2 cwitct “Parade of the Woode Ronin: Wa Karle (W) 26. Lucio Garcia Ore a 
— ? pe eo -.1in the Dick Tracy strip. Had to beg | @ SWitch to arace of the ooden aero Cw) 36 Colosimo’s College Inn Models 
and general relief dance sets. Biz ff hougt in © - iders kent | Soldiers,” which brings heavy mit- a? oe youle Erima Ore 1 pvan Bros Hotel Stevens 
good, even for pre-Xmas, proving |, though re) =—oringsiders © | ting. Paul Carleton. baritone. fol-! vc, ie Tees ee et AEN The Gascas Clyde McCoy Ore 
. : ‘lamoring for more » =e sha 2 ’ ernon & Draper READING Sitts ee ” Dennis Kelly 
that the Wedgwood Room is funda- | ©’@ : lows with a group of sh tunes CAMDEN Rajah (1) 27-28 | Ela Julo Pn’cho) pinie Dennett 
mentally a natural draw. Incident- Miss Lee purveys a cleverly turned put over in neat fashion ‘ Towers (1) 27-29 | Sam Ponohue Ore Keith — Wesley Lundgreen 
ay ‘ obs . 4 7) . ‘eo ave : “rv with the! 4 “ a: i e : : Collins & Bailey Sibyl T.owan | Marie Shaw Joulevar- “s 
ally, in the last days of UN, its ro cee ey es ‘saliieder Gene Baylos gets yocks with im- | Rose Thurston Martez & Delita Sol Feola Ore ee pe 
clientele is quite a cosmopolitay mix- four itty eone-neden to begin with, | Presh_ of drug store cowboy tilting [f)are, (rvadale » Palace (1) 26 reeuk asker” Maurice Beste 
ture of Hindu, Asiatic and European h 7 mick ade te ae ae eee. | the pinball machine and being taken | Gaiiici's Brickl'y's | Bebes H w'd Bears | Frank Libuse a a 
—a sort of melting pot set of nitery |"? Pa wd vm is as ate t of to the pokey for trying to retrieve 31-1 | Doris DuPont | Chuy Reyes Ore The wWitee 13) 
" oace > ICCcECc » a e “ ° ba ° - ° < ollv rary *nule i. > ar > c 1 < 
veneers. And 6s Sunny to neve wolfe ach titillators ‘Earns ‘solid his nickel. His other funstering eno “sien” Al Zin — Fi By - Paul Carleton 
how Yankee jive makes ‘em all beads ai ee ; registers equally well. lon Henry 3 The "Barrons | Wells & Fayes wneey Shaw Ore 
saloonatics under the beat. Abel. |jreception. ‘ought Jerri Colorful line numbers remain the | Harper & Louise SAN FRANCISCO | Jimmie Burrell meee Kuan 
scrnpiininee 7 Miles’ showmanship brought Jerri) . Budd Je ehantunt Gray Family Golden Gate (R) 24 | Marianne vere =e 
Sullivan back from a bad start to a/| same and uddy Shaw S elg t-piece CHICAGO Mickey Rooney Hotel Bismarck Freddie Nagel Ore 
Latin Quarter. N. VY soe Onish. ‘tery uses a hang. | Combo Goes a standout job playing — Chicago (P) 25 | Krick & Bodo Joseph Sudy Ore | Rolly Rolls 
Bagiet BF sock finish. The nitery uses a hang-| the show and also for customer , Bobby Whaling Co | Grace & Niceo Gantu Btackbern (3? 
Lou Walters production of “Man-|ing mike for most singers, and the | dansapation I, Rognan Co Will Mastia 3 Gay woods oe af eed on 
hattan Masquerade” with Henny | gimmick was off when the thrush ; }-3 yop ten & beldy te. i hick tear 
ee: George Tapps, Arnaut | started. Miles, long before he was Oriental (1) 26 Leonard, Sues | Montero & Yvonne Berrs Bros. | 
ros., ick Buckle i ) j srrupted, to gag about the - \f | Karhren Grayson WASHINGTON Eddie Fens Ore Terry Lawlor : 
Reaks ‘chee een Fn ay oe ot, enero a ane ae po cn Blue Room, N. O. }Johunie Johnston | Capital (L) 26 Hotel Blackstone | 10 Bradfield 
2 e ’ . ’ . ’ 5 . po y ne ontaines sloria silbert Galii Galli - ve i 
Wally Wanger Line (16), 4 Esquires,| mike for her to work on. Crowd (HOTEL ROOSEVELT) Bob Hopkins The Murphy Sis Hf Williams Trio | Cee Davidson Ore d | 
Irving Kostal, Budcy _Harlowe | palm whacked heartily at the gesture. New Orleans, Dec. 11. | pene Shelden | Fanay,, the Horse | Mel Cooper Ore ; by Aan 
"he: a dienes me na j Feety ang e ent ' *) Jess ose i 
Orchs; dances by Mme. Kamerova,! Lass then went on to earn solid re- Leslie & Carroll, Wynters & Ange- | Reeal (P) 25 Howard (1) 27. nun nee Bil Meagher 4 
costumes by Billy Livingston; $3.50| turns with “Black Magic” and a line, Jacqueline Hurley, Charlene ' Duke Ellington Ore |J “Seat Davis O | Kini Ochart Ore Tamara & Thomas 9 
mintmum special, “Everything Is Moving Too | : , P) Apus & Estrellita | U1 J Symph 5. Hotel Continenta) | Jil! Fontaine ¥ 
: special, very ‘ | Baxter, Leighton Noble Orch (14);) Fred Douglas |P Markham Co an nada Ore Punmaiien 
A ee Fast standouts. . ; | $1.50 min. | Cook & Koown 6 Marvelettes Fustnm Wedele can itam Cod 
th new cafe show often represents On the production end the line, | a holden ana “tal Cate Ore 
e viewpoints of the performer | all lookers, have been given brief, | , 
rather than that of the "producer. carefully stayed routines to work |, A topnotch band and a trio of acts | . 
The acts are usually certain that | with while Jack Stanton sings and feature the new show at this swank | Cabaret Bills 
every bit in their catalog will wow |dances neatly and Betty Luster | SPot, which has dronned its ice re- | | UA-Odeon 
ie mob, consequently stay on in- | works with the girls in the tap rou- fing for — nae oe mg = 
erminably, do extraneous bi es, ‘uts i a. eae =O | : 
- y, ’ ‘ its of; tines. George Paxton cuts show in ae s : . — 
business and frequently overstay | top fashion, Del Toro plays for the there’s sufficient variety. | NEW YORK CITY Continued from page 3 
~~ by | rumbaddicts. Lary. Noble’s aggregation, making its , cae are /U pix in England, however, it feels 
So ha ens é is ji . eamintaintais initiz « ara or j sse quar , Don e or re : . ; uh ‘ ) 
in the lates that this is the case | initial appeal ince here, impresses Lionel Hampton O]|Sieto Trio ‘is particularly unfair since it has 
“M atest Latin Quarter show, Latin Quarter Miami as a hard-w orking crew which plays Blue Angel Senbases : 3 
=—m Masquerade.” But de- | Miami B a: Dec. 21 /music with competence and confi- one = |Chu Chu Martinez |long held the stock interest in 
ar . na? each, _# ‘ : ct rs . s c- neente Gomez | : Suzy : : i) 
7 e overabundance, there's a aoe “Paris dence: It strikes an appealing medi- 5 )'""'U8 NS F Sydell & Suzy = Odeon. Not only is U getting a pre- 
ough ingredients and senti Lou Walters production of aris betw sweet d sw biden apella atricia | 
shane s and essential pW Geer ; Daix. Cl um between sweet and swing. Stuart Ross Ralph Font Orc t 4 due th o latein 
§ imanship to make for another | by Night” with gmt ain, Leila. | Noble, personable maestro, emcees Pllis, Larkin 8 Arthur Ravel Ore | *@?reG snake, execs ESE i 
. . . i ’ - Md Olt 1 aé s 4 ® ‘ 
Smash, Once Lou Walters gets |@7a Kaly with Marine & Leila,’ 1 bly and contributes some , 400 Crub but RKO likewise is getting a bet- 
, around A a | R Maz Ow capadly a c Ss Cnfe Soctety an 3 
nd to pruning 45 minutes off | Georges Alban, Gloria LeRoy, Maz- nimble-fingering at the piano | (Rewatews} Tex Beneke Ore | 15 
‘ the layout, he'll have a smooth au- | zone & Abbot Dancers, The Crad- | : g _ rinmie Bene G'wich Village inn | ter break than UA. RKO holds no 4: 
.dience-proof vehicle. |docks, Piroshka, Mlle. Riva, Line Besides its swell dansapation, orch ssn Reed or Mees interest in Odeon, but company’s 14 
The bill doesn't lack f ital | (14), Fausto Curbello Orch (10); also features Charlene Baxter as ‘Cliff Jackson ape fae ti . et 
talent ot or capita : ; : : vocalist. Gal has nice pipes and jis ' €. Heard Ore < me. ; British manager, Robert Wolff, is 52 
( —not with Henny Youngman, | staged by Lou Walters, costumes by calist. s p Cafe Society Nea Harvey Ore. feo i F 
headin Tapps and Arnaut Brothers | Billy Livingston and executed by easy on the eyes. (Uptens) Paco Reyes _—| Said to have a strong personal rela- Hi 
leading the affair. What's more, | Mme. Berthe, dances by Mme. Kam- Leslie and Carroll net plenty of Diange Reinhardt | Gioria Lebran ‘tionship with Rank. 


Imogene Coca 
Roberta Lee 
Pete Johnson 
Dave Martin 8 


Margaret Vhelan 
Carmen Sol 
Catalino wore 
Carlos Varela Ors 


palm pounding for their vocalizing 
of Herbert and Romberg medleys, 
and nostalgic tunes of George M. 


—s routining by Mme. Kamerova 
jolortul and stage-filling, and 
alters has spent a sizable sum on 


erova; $1.50-$2.50 min. According to UA execs, company’s 


product gets the brush on playing 


A niftily aged and costumed 


" = Sena 
— pee 














dig gnmning. In short, the current | production marks the return of Lou Cohan. Gal of duo is looker with "mune tall 5) belmont-Plaze time on everything but smash gross- 
hit» ay has all the ingredients of a| Walters to this colorful room on nice chassis. Act is nicely costumed qijjton Berle oe A ees ers. At the same time moderately 
You | Palm Island. It was like old home and makes nice appearance. Elly Ardelty Bob Russell | good UA films are being passed by 
nom; ™ , . @ icegre a q ; a p . Vins 2 Gin H ) 5 ; ‘ 
show — yee many bits in the , week for the vet show man as — Wynters and Angeline, dance ge a Ginger Hermon they say, lower grade U pix are 
when the | ai Which won't be seen | cognoscenti jampacked the spot for team, run the gamut from Viennese \)o".4.."Gwink Nino Bd playing the circuit. 
pleted, Hi editing process is com- | the preem show. _, waltz to Latin steps. Their work is China Doll sane Comenodace : - nae re. 
recitation fiddling number and the| Eschewing use of any top-salary gmooth and clever, and highlighted Georse Wonk Tr | J0hMBy Jong Ore UA holds a 50% interest in Cinema 
- a's built around the song | names, Walters has imported 2 by the ease of their spins and whirls. Frances Chun Nee Benler Ore Holding Co.., which controls Odeon, 
bits, shme 4 Well. but several other | group of Parisi acts, some good sid Jacqueline Hurley. acro-contortion Ling Bay Hommoné iplus a minority interest in Odeon 
various hve in conjunction with | some so-so, tied them in with so . terper, opens show with series of Jose Curbelle Ore Some & *. Theatres, Ltd., operating company. 
as S performers, didn’t come off | known American acts and group o astounding body twists that win her Copacabana | Hotel New Yorker This entitl UA to several direct 
n anticipated His opening show | good looking show gals to make for jonas of applause loe Lewis Bg hy is e es o several directors 
, . . : $ : ‘ ‘“ounds oO ause. tes al | -— - >» . . oti Fs 
Ot usness didn’t help too much,/a fast moving, though somewhat Biz heavy when caught Liuz. yey Denn A Marion Spelman on the board, but no other voting : 
seem, he he gets the feel of the | overlong revue. It all added up to ee ee wddie Fisher June Arnold | control. 
falas” fill the bill admirably. crowd pleasing proportions, with T R ti M B q Ronny & Ray tong a. i 
Tom the preducti he aud reacti inting to profit mak- ‘ ’ ' cell Bob Turk ; 
s Be production, the , aud reaction pt f I ax ation .vioves beciou ael Durso Ore > ' . ; 
Wy Peers on the show is Tapps | ing biz through word of mouth, as . es . Frank Mart! Ore |Charlie Spivak Ore TANDEM CYCLE CHORES 
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‘ Paramount, N. Y. 


Andrews Sisters, Tony Pastor | 
Orch (i6), Mack & Desmond, Les 
Paul & Trio, Martin Bros. (2); “Cross 


My Heart” (Par), reviewed m 
Variety, Nov. 20, °46 

This stage show set at the Par tor 
the holidays with Betty Hutton’s 
“Cross My Heart” is one that the 
customers go for handily, but it’s 
one that follows a noticeable recent 
pattern in Broadway stage shows 
that is ns.g it's Overboard on acts, 
v h loesn't necessarily mean 
tal 

\ il \! Ite trio 
nN | me nil Lo | parent 
del ) ud tt shoOwM 
I l ) ex l pl t Paul mia 
} ri ike nec maa \ itl 
O f the t 1t T Pp 
{ } ) { 2 1 I 
€ 1d | ’ i » a t 

( ! atl i t 

i | t ul hull One 
job his band does, however ! se 
ment of Uncle Remi Said the 
best thing int show 

Andrews group, who've been very 
successful in recent yvears ana whose 
Stage deportment shows it. so con- 
fident d brimming with poise are 
they per th: ‘h the entire hour 
They wt i fi with “There's No 
Busine Like Show Business” and 
7 l Bell and immediately beat 
the Wil fo. Mact &. De I d. i 
dance team with a lot of puncn Lat 
ter is not so much in their terps, 
which is very acceptable, but more 
in the comedy injected by the male 
half, who also plays a fistfull of 
boogie piano for a dancet 

This sort of pacing, caused by the 
overbuying of acts continues through 
the entire show Pastor steps in 
thereafter for one shot at “Margie,” 
a rather plain arrangement, and is 


followed by the Paul group, a quar- 


tet that proves nothing except that 
its leader plays good guitar, if you 


like his accelerated style 
a group of tunes, capped by 


They do 
accom- 


panying the Andrews” gals” on 
“Rumors Are Flying.” Back comes 
Pastor with “Ole Buttermilk” and 
the vocals go on. 

A highspot in the show is the 


Martin Bros., marionette manipula- 
tors, who seem to have improved 
their act since last caught. Theirs is 
a very unusual turn for its type for 
the simple reason that it show- 
manship conscious. There’s a brace 
of congaing dolls, the usual skele- 
ton dance, then a routine with a 
clown climbing out of and over a 
suitcase, a very clever bit, all 
capped by a colored pianist and 
trumpeter, accompanied by men in} 
the band. Latter routine is vocal, too, 
the voice supplied by the guy be- 
hind the strings. It’s a fine act, one 
that this house went for solidly and 


is 


one that can be used almost any- 
where, even in films. 
Andrews trio finishes. They do 


virtually every tune that they have 
made a hit or have been connected 
with, plus an “Al Jolson medley,” 
“Swanee,” “Mammy,” “Sonny Boy,” 
all tied together with corny ribbons 
of chatter and business that this 
audience liked very much. Wood. 


Apolie, N. Y. 


Tiny Bradshaw Orch (16), Thelma | 


Carpenter, Manhattan Steppers (2), 


Sahji, The Hick Nuts (4), “Pigmeat” | 


Markham, John Bunn, Sybil Lewis; 
“French Key” (Rep). 


Otherwise so-so 
Apollo’s bill is saved this week by 
the top-drawer song deliveries of 
Thelma Carpenter. Formerly with 


| 


| getting off in short order. 


Calied Joe.” All garnered shown | 


| mitting. 

Biz slow due to snow opening 
day (Friday) and_ pre-Christmas 
slump. 


—_—— 


Olvapia, Miami 


Miami, Dec. 20 

Keye Luke, Lois Lee, Bud 
Sweeney, Dod Dodson, The Graysons 
(2), Lester Singers (16), Les Rhode 
House Orch; “Nobody Ltves_ For- 
ever (WB). 

Ant Xmas chorals feature lay 
ut this week, with a virly 
1i\ ing lineup of vaudet ym tap 

i i 
( i ip i ( t id 
’ e fa yf 
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) White (¢ 1 
[ Ch 1 
pro 
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Songstress Lois Lee sockoes with 
her versions of My Hero ‘Man 
That I Marry” and a medley of pic 
tune 

Bu Sweeney emcees neat! and 
n o spot gets a tair measure ol 
i hs with some stale jokes, good 

nicry and a solid hat bit 

Dod Dodson and his two baboons 
id them howling, with the 1 : 
antics built yr =«6the”)«6laughmaking 
Dodson handles them smoothly and 
vaturally. One of the better acts of 


ts kind to play here 
The Graysons, a neat 
4 gasp-making a balancing 
ione in smooth, 
vith the house palm-whacky 
‘ss Rhode and orch shine in 
» choral numbers and do okay by 
1e vauders. Biz good when caught. 
Larry 


duo, offet 
stint It's 
confident manner 
going 


house 


Million Dollar, L. A. 
Los Angeles, Dec. 18. 
(4), Landon’s 
Dogs, Lewis 
The Latinos 
Dollar Orch 
(Col). 


Learmont’s Chimps 
Midgets (4), Madison's 
& Brown, La Teresita, 
Al Lyons’ Million 
“Return of Rusty” 


(Z)'s 
(8); 


Million Dollar, along with taking 
over the Orpheum vaude policy, has 
inherited latter theatre’s annual 
Christmas circus. Staging difficul- 
ties knocks out the usual Liberty 
horses and elephants but otherwise 
there’s enough sawdust flavor in 
this week’s offering to please the 
kiddie trade at which it aimed. 

Star attraction Learmont’s 
Chimps (4) with Cheta, from films, 


1S 


Is 


staired. Act had kids at show 
caught on the edge of their seats 
watching trick antics. Whether 
|staged or not, the horseplay that 


| went on among chimps while wait- 
| ing for Cheta to do his stuff 


was 
solid backing and drew as much in- 
terest as the star performance. 
Landon’s Midgets, troupe of three 
little people and one full-size male, 
is a topnotch tumbling and acro act, 
providing another pleaser for pa- 
tron.s Fast well-trained canines are 


| feature of Madison’s Dogs, pooches 


going through whirlwind stunts and 
Canines 
are worked by a femme with two 


; male assistants, all combining to 
; make it a snappy turn. 
La Teresita, trapeze artist, goes 


entertainment, | Latinos 


through stock array of high-air 
tricks but thrill finale was hampered 
by lack of swinging space. The 
(2), tight wire walkers 
| failed to go on at first show but are 
| in for later performances. As wire 
| was being tightened for first show a 


Count Basie and a warbler on the| board on stage pulled loose but re- 


Eddie Cantor radio show, she’s do- 
ing a.single at this spot and is defi- 
nitely class in all respects. Tiny 
Bradshaw's 16-man combo, com- 
prising five reed, four rhythm and 
seven brass round out the musical 


background in okay fashion. | and does overture of circus and 
Manhattan Steppers, two  hard- , College tunes, Brog. 

working lads, run through some iat i gaol 

spirited tapoclogy but get only mild Tower, K. €. 

returns. House’s standard comedy i 

skit, always a fave, wins strong _ _ Kansas City, Dec. 20. 

salvos for “Pigmeat,” John Bunn! _ Allan Kane, Manuel Viera & Pets, 

and Sybil Lewis. Sahji, back again | Rudenko Bros. (2), Rose Marie) 

vith her cooch dance, cuts a pert Cooper, Tower Orch (9) with Jack 


figure in tights, bra and long gloves. 
Executes some zofftic bumps and 


grinds which prove a masterpiece 
of undulation. Closed to hefty 
palm-whacks. Also on hand is an 


ofay rube turn, The Hick Nuts (New 
Acts). 

Despite a preponderance of brass, 
Pradshaw keeps the noise well 
hand and does an ingratiating job 
of fronting. In a bit labelled “juke- 
box parade,” Bradshaw does vocal 
takeoffs on Johnny Moore, Buddy 
Johnson, King Cole Trio—even at- 
tempting a few bars of Bing Crosby, 
which he truthfully noted wasn't so 
good. While the “nickel-in-the-slot” 
routine was a good idea in itself, 
song impressions could have been 
improved by using more w.k. names. 

Wearing a form-fitting white gown 


that sets off her figure, Miss Car- 
penter amply shows that she has 
plenty 


in | Field. Allan Kane fills the m.c. spot. 


| 


of eye appeal in addition to beguine tap number. 


her splendid pipes. Latter are dis- | 


played to advantage in her haunting 
“Night and Day” which had the au- | 
dience wolves baying. 
amples of her song-salesmanship 
are “South America, Take It Away” | 
and “Happiness Is 


Prime ex-| Chimps are neatly dressed, 


Just a Thing | 


inforcements were added iater. 
Clown task fails to Lewis and 
| Brown. Latter does trick bicycle 


| turn and latter works with Lewis on 
stacked tables and a boxing match. 
Al Lyon’s pit orch cues the acts 


| Parks and Kenny Field; “Home in 


|Oklahoma” (Rep) and “Decoy” 
(Mono). 
ieaiaiacate 

Unusual assortment of acts this 


week comes up with but a fair rat- 


, ing. Jack Parks’ crew opens the 
show with medley of Christmas 
tunes and duo of vocals by Kenny 


Rudenko brothers in the deuce 
show a round of juggling and acros, 
featuring ball balancing. Stunt with 
one brother balancing atop two 
medicine balls and juggling large 
balls gets nice response. 

Kane has own inning for a ses- 
sion with the violin. Shows 


some 
unusual arrangements and mixes 
with line of light chatter. Closing 


bit of tunes from south of the border 
is toe-tingling and neatly done. Rose 
Marie Cooper, teen age discovery 
night winner, is a bit slow on a 


House has a Christmas week spe- 
cialty for juve appeal in Manuel 
Viera’s pair of trick monkeys. 
with 


| Shoes, and foil to Viera’s monology. 


Monks also play selections on uke 
and piano, Quin. 


State, N. Y. 
Joey Adams, Tony Canzoneri, 
Mark Plant, Pat Rooney, Victoria 
Schools, Billy & Ann, 4 Moroccans, 


Louis Basil House Orch; “Two Years | 


Before the Mast” (Par). 


Joey Adams in his latest role as 
literateur 
probably finding that his appear- 
at book stalls, fairs, depart- 
ment stores, and Toots Shor’s not as 


alices 


remunerative as his vaude appear- 
inces. Consequently, he’s back at 
the State, probably to get enough 
in to go into semi-retirement to 
te another book, and to rest his 
irm from the arduous labors of au 
wraphing his tome, Gags to 
Phe no foundatior however, 

» tl report that he took a= slice 
alary in revurn for the theatre’s 

) y | book and permission to 

t at the show curtain 

Withal, Adan hasn't let his lit 
‘rary eminence get the better of 
He's still one of the fresher 
otes in Broadway comedics. He's 
a puckish, hard-workin* personality 
who's able to change set pieces of 
yusiness to give the pit-musicians 
and fellow performers a laugh, as 
well as give a lift to every act on 


the program. 


It's questionable whether Pat Roo- 


ney or Billy and Ann (New Acts) 
vould have come off as well as they 
jid without the added bits thrown 

by Adams. He does a terp-turn 
vith both acts to give them heartler 
exits as well as show the crowd 
that he could be handy with hi. 
pedals as well. 

His usual entourage, Mark Plant 
and Tony Canzoneri, hold up their 
spots well. Plant’s version of “Sep- 
tember Song” and “Beguine” get 
healthy response Encore’ with 
Adams of “Sonny Boy” and_ the 


Champ’s routine with Adams bring 


solid laughs. This trio provide the 
foundation of the State session, and 
with so solid a base, the bill is a 


hit throughout. 
The other items on the bill aren’t 


slough-offs either. Opener, the Four | 


Moroccans, provide a hearty warm- 


er-upper with their pyramic foun- 
dations and fast tumbling. 
Victoria Schools (New Acts) Is a 


talented youngster with a fine sing- 


ing voice, but has much to learn in 
the way of trouping. Despite her 


justification, she should not have let 
a heckler discomfit her to the point 


where she walked off after two 
numbers. The crowd did want more 
of her. Adams, however, took care 


of the moron afterwards with some 
sharp barbs. 

Louis Basil house band contributes 
a Christmas overture consisting of 
carols. House has taken cognizance 
of the fact that the orch can be 
an integral part of the show and 
supplied a pair of drops to blend 
with the spirit of the music, thus 
providing a nice curtain for the 
display. Jose, 


Adams. Newark 
Newark, Dec. 19. 
John Calvert’s Magic Revue (9), 
Joe Fecher’s House Orch; “Swiss 
Family Robinson” (RKO). 


The gentle art of fooling the pub- 
lic is carried on with enthusiasm in 
this hour of prestidigitation. 
Calvert is a _ slick operator with 
plenty of that brassy presence of 
mind which is apparently required 
by the Magicians Union. 

As an individual operator, the tall 
hand-is-quicker-than-the-eye fellow 
rates pretty high. He’s different, too. 
| Instead of card tricks and guessing 
games, Calvert goes in for a con- 
vincing sort of hypnotism, a horror 
spectacle that doesn’t seem to be too 
ideal for the youngsters used as 
subjects and other stunts of mysti- 
fying quality. 

The show, however, is routined 
ing a slapdash way that leaves one 
feeling a little dissatisfied. In par- 
ticular, there is a dumb gimmick 
which features nothing but a girl 
swinging out over the audience on 
| a crescent moon, badly lighted. We 
| never did get the point of that one. 
Not all the cute tricks are con- 
fined to Calvert’s clever mitts. He 
carries eight of them, ranging from 
redhead to blonde, as stage assist- 
ants. Bran. 


Capitol, Wash. 
Washington, Dec. 19. 
Harry Martin, Ruth & Billy Am- 
brose, Lee Bartell, Johnson & Mitek; 
“Home Sweet Homicide” (20th). 


Usual season amenities are ig- 
nored in the current pre-Xmas week 
bill at the Capitol which comes up 
instead with a pleasant, bouncy 
show sans sleigh bells, mistletoe or 
the accompanying music. 


Comic Harry Martin carries the 
big guns and generally goes well, 
with plenty cooperation from the! 
house orch and a blonde babe who 
plays foil for some of the slightly 
night club humor. He plays the 
fiddle, strums the guitar, sings a few 
notes, gags everything and moves 
along at an irrepressible gait. 


Ruth and Billy Ambrose are a 


young ballroom team with consider- | 


able grace and more than the usual 
j}amount of humor for such acts. 
in their last visit here, they score 
nicely and prove welcome fare. 
!close with a comic polka which is a 


j (Continued on page 46) 


(that’s an author, son) is | 


John | 


me vaude turn if he expanded his stuff | 


DJANGO REINHARDT 
Guitar 
14 Mins. 
Cafe Society Uptown 

Django Reinhardt, the Gypsy im- 
port from France, belies the general 
conception of Tzigane entertainers, 
usually pictured as strolling while 
playing doleful romantic — tunes. 
Reinhardt one of the foremost 
exponents of Le Jazz Hot, who has 
achieved ‘he eminence of being the 


Is 


guitarist for the Quintet of the Hot 
Club of France, and thus comes to 
this country with an international 
rep via his disks 
In his Cafe Society Uptown bow 
he succeeds in erasing the impres 
made at the recent Duke Elling- 
cert at Carnegie Hall, N. Y., 
here he was conned into playing 
e pieces jammed so frequently by 
every swing musician. Consequently, 
he didn’t have a chance to show 
umvthing unusual. At the Barney 


Josephson spot he's apparently doing 


numbers of his own — selection. 
They're interpreted with taste and 
feeling. He dwells largely on the 
slower, more literate tunes which 
ire given an interpretation entirely 


pleasing to the audience 


Reinhardt displays amazing tech- 
nique. Deprived of the use of two 

'e] on is left hand because of 
an accident, he’s able to devote the 
remainder to fingering in a manne 
to compensate for the loss of the 
other digits. Naturally, he doesn't 
do complicated chords, but his in- 
terpretation compensates for that 
lack. His plectrum work has 
warmth, color and showmanship and 
he displays enough to justify his 


high regard by fellow musicians. 
Reinhardt’s rep, so far, is restrict- 

ed to jazz aficionados, and he’s bring- 

ing in a flock of musicians to the cafe. 

General public, so far isn’t aware of 

his prowess, but his superiority Is 

bound to get around 

pens he'll be a vaude value as well. 

Jose. 

GEORGES ALBAN 

Songs 

8 Mins. 

Latin Quarter, Miami Beach 


Cary  Grantish and = looking 
Frenchy Georges Alban shows 
plenty of possibilities for the class 


cafes’, once he’s adjusted himself to 
microphones and Amcrican tastes. 
Would do well also, to have his 
lyrics translated into English to 
earn best results from his 
Delivery and voice projection is 
there, though few could understand 
him. However, with experience, 
plus his looks and Gallic 
he'll do well if handled properly. 
At the moment he’s in the adjust- 
ment period, seeming a bit unhappy 
with the hand mike he has to work 
with. Experience will ease that for 
him, too. 

With more .nterps of «the Ameri- 
can, Alban shows possibilities of be- 


| ing built into the Sablon-Chevalier 
type of Parisian who go so well 
, here, Lary. 


PANCHOS TRIO 
Singers 

6 Mins. 

| Havana Madrid, N. Y. 

Panchos Trio comprises three ca- 
balleros giving out with the stand- 
ard Spanish cowboy songs. Boys are 
dressed in fitting Mexican attire and 
each strums a different shaped gui- 
tar, with which they prove to be as 
good instrumentalists as they are 
singers. 

Equipped with good voices, the trio 
blend their harmony well in three 
songs done entirely in Spanish. 


to be interesting even to non-Latins 
and the act gets good reception. It’s 


| too Spanish for the average nitery or | 


vaude house but would go okay in 
,;any Latin spot. Stal. 


BILLY & ANN 


Dance 

| 7 Mins. 

| State, N. Y. 

| Billy & Ann, a_ well-groomed 
mixed Negro dance-pair, have the 
foundation of a good act. They 


know their terps, have fairly good 
routines but must yet learn to punc- 


tuate them to give the act more 
highlights. Turn, so far, is too 
evenly paced despite the general 
rapidity of their hoofing. Further 
| contrasts are needed. 

| Team works so that each can 
take occasional breathers by fre- 


quent solo work. The pair attempt 
to sell too frequently, a fault which 


detracts from the moments when 

they have something genuine to 

offer. Jose. 

PIRSOSHKA 

Dance 

6 Mins. 

Latin Quarter, Miami Beach 
Personable ballest-type acro 

dancer, Piroshka should do well in 

this country with his leaps and 

spins. Personality is there as is the 

terp talent. In a show loaded with | 

dance specialties, he earns himself 


a healthy reception in the brief spot 
assigned him. Would make a good 


|; into a lenger session. Probably ean, 

judging from what he exhibited. A 
| good bet, too, for the larger bistros 
| that feature production. Lary. 


Once that hap- | 


songs. | 


Tunes are different enough in tempo | 


| 


Acts 


LOS ROSILIANOS (2) 
Dancers 
8 Mins. 
Havana Madrid, N. Y. 

Latest of the young Latin 
teams to break in at the Havana Ma 
drid, Los Rosilianos impresses as one 
with novel routines that need 1 : 


dance 





: ; mor 
| polish to whip them into top shape. 
Femme half of the act makes the 


most of a beauteous figure 


Via low. 
} cut costumes and fast 


hip-wiggling, 


Boy dances well in the Latin num- 
bers but is out of his clas when they 
ittempt to impersonate American 
} tterbugs 

Duo tees off with a speed, thumba 
segueing into a hot samba in which 
they balance drinks on thei: heads 
while gyrating around the floo: Gal 
| ditche her skirt fo the jitterbug 
routine, weakest part of the act The 
team comes back later in the show 
to do an impressionistic fire wor- 
shipping dance, in which the gal al- 
most throws her arms and legs out of 
joint in her seeming ecstasy The 
number smacks too much of the old 
“Beauty and the Beast” burlesque 
routine, as the fire breaks out in a 


| bright flame and the boy picks up the 


girl, throws her over his shoulder 
ind stalks off the stage to loud drum 
beats. Just a little too corny. Stal. 
THE HICK UTS (4) 
Novelty 
10 Mins. 
Apollo, N.Y. 

Strictly unadulterated corn, the 


Hick Nuts not only look like country 


dolts but act like hayseeds as well 
Their bucolic music is drawn from 
practically every rube_ instrument 
except a musical saw. While their 
routine registers fairly well at this 
Harlem vaudery, turn offers little 
appeal for a= discriminating audi- 
ence. Hence, its bookings will be 


| of necessity, limited to spots whose 


clientele is partial to hinterland 
| stuff. 

| Three males and gal strum two 
| guitars along with bass and ac- 
; cordion. One guy in ill-fitting suit 
| squeezes strains of “Shade of Old 
| Apple Tree” through vibrations of 
a deflating balloon, another croons 
“White Christmas” with a deadpan 


delivery while femme, clad in polka 
dot dress, does an inept dance. Turn 
closes to the “Tiger Rag” where 
some Spike Jones effects are used— 
bazooka, beer bottle and drum 
achieving some ear-splitling effects, 
Patently emphasizing the corn, this 
ofay quartet easily attains this with 
little difficulty. 


charm, | 


| DAISY DATIX 


| Songs 

| 8 Mins. 

| Latin Quarter, Miami Beach 
Daisy Daix, for all her blonde 


looks with plenty of oomph, doesn't 
add up to American standards, Im- 
ported from the “Folies Bergere” in 
Paris by Lou Walters, she shows up 


none too well, voice-wise, at both 
shows caught opening night, both 
without and on the mike. There 


have been too many imported las- 
sies who've essayed the same type 
of body appeal, with a shouting de- 
livery and unintelligble lyrics. She 
has two songs and, in both cases, 
gets only a polite reception. Perhaps, 


with some English lyrics, done in 
what would have to be a _ cute 
French accent, she might go. But 


at present she looks like she’s not 
ready for the hep audiences in the 
big cities. 

The looks, appeal and personality 





are there, but the voice isn't. And 
neither is her material. Delivery 
is of the walkaround-to-ringsiders 


| type, which coesn’t help too much. 
Lary. 








THE CRADDOCKS 

Acro-Comedy 

12 Mins. 

Latin Quarter, Miami Beach 
Probably the best of Lou Walters 

importations from Paris is_ this 

trio of roughhouse comics with their 

slapstick acro-antics. Reminding of 

the Three Stooges, the Ritzs and 


(3) 





other acts of the type, they click 
solidly for a hearty session of 
| laughs. 


Stuff is a blend of balancing and 
panto comedy. Sequence with 4a 


| golf club and ball propped in one 
partner’s mouth makes for howls. 
| As does the manner in which the 


little guy in the middle, with a plas- 
tic, expressive pan milks the laughs 
with his anties. Face slapping biz 
is worked out for full values, es- 
pecially in spot where understander 
balances partner on shoulders while 
the little guy indulges in slap ses- 
sion with the two. Though on a 
bit too long they garnered a begoff 
reception from the house. 

Definitely a bet for the 
; vaudfilmers, niteries—and also 
pictures. 


better 
for 


CALVERT’S 1-NITERS 
John Calvert is being set for @ 
series of one-nighters in legit houses 
25 at the Playhouse, 


| starting Jan. 
| Wilmington. 
Magician-hypnotist is being 
' booked on a guarantee and percent- 

age arrangement through Consoli- 
| dated Radio Artists. 
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Broadway Boxoffice Upbeat’ Just 


A Dreamload of Wishful Thinking 


idea that Broadway patron-? 


Any + 
age would pi 
Christmas because 
ing proved to be 


Grosses had been | | 
then really dived 


k up the week before 
of early gift-buy- 
wishful thinking. 
slipping in mv<st 
some 
limit 
ol 


houses, and 
figures slipping 
; there were no repo ts 
levels but . 


under SLO} 


closing notices being posted for 
hows that heretofore have bee! 
snow: l 


highly profitable 
Among showmen there has been 
difference of opinion over 
ilue of theatre part 
but it wa noticed that attractions 
which had parties did not drop as 
much as others. One show that had 
arranged for many parties in ad- 
vance of opening ran out of sucl 
package deals last week, and th 
gross skidded dow iward more than 
$5,000. One of the newer shows has 


the 
some 


ect nomic Ve 


been playing to party audiences 
since opening, and while it drew 
notices the actual boxoffice 


mixed 
draw is not definitely indicated, ac- 
cording to the treasure! 
First of the two holiday weeks 
that started Monday (23) sees the 
heaviest premiere card of the sea- 
there being six openings spread 


son, 
over only three evenings, three 
straight shows opening on Christ- 


mas evening and two musicals ring- 
‘ing up the following night 
Difficulties have beset several of 
the incomers both financially and 
technically, while out-of-town re- 
ports were distinctly on the doubt- 
ful side. Four arrivals are straight 
shows, a sudden addition to that por- 
tion of the card being “Lovely Me,” 
retitled from “The Temporary Mrs 
Smith.” Play had no house allotted 
it and accepted a booking into the 
Adelphi, suddenly became 
available through the necessity of 
closing “Three To Make Ready,” 
which had been slated to. relight 
after a week’s layoff. Adelphi is of 
hardly suitable for a 
temporary 


which 


large capacity 
play, and “Me” is a 
booking, house being slated tu get 
the “Street Scene” musical. Other 
premieres: “Wonderful Journey,” 
“Temper the Wind,” “Burlesque,” 
“Toplitzky of Notre Dame” and 
“Beggar's Holiday,” latter two be- 
ing musical. 

Broadway is still waiting for a 
successful new musical. Best re- 
garded at tryout so far this season 
is “Finian’s Rainbow,” currently in 
Philadelphia. It is the first tuner to 
be presented by Lee Sabinson and 


William R. Katzell, who teamed as! 
managers last season with “Home of | 
Another musical, also | 


the Brave.” 


trying out, was reported a good 


thing during rehearsals but business | 
disastrous. | 


drawn last week was 
Two other musicals had fared so 
badly at out of town boxoffices re- 
cently that their grosses compared 
to takings usually registered by 
straight show in-betweéeners. 

Agencies saw no betterment in the 
sale of tickets for New Year's eve 
during the week, and unless there is 
a spurt attendance will be under 
normal for that holiday. Brokers 
think the scales are too high. 





Wolfit Heads Bard 
Tour by British Co. 
Of Canadian Cities 


Montreal, Dec. 23. 

Revival of interest in Shakespeare, 
sparked by the successful run of the 
Old Vic Co. on Broadway last sea- 
aon and by the socko reaction to the 
Henry V” flicker, will be climaxed 
mM Canada early in January by a 
tour ef Canadian cities by Donald 


Wolfit and his London Shakespear- 
€an company. 


Wolfit’s £roup will be the first 
British company featuring works by 
the Bard to visit Canada since 1939. 
Because the group must return to 
anton for the 10th season at the 
b eon Garden theatre, the Canadian 

ur has been limited to six weeks 
grins Opposite Wolfit as leading 
ady will be Rosalind Iden, British 
thesp. 


co anuck preem will be held at the 
~apitol, Ottawa, on Jan. 6, when the 
company will do “Hamlet.” Ten-day 
engagement will follow at His Maj- 
na Montreal, beginning Jan. 10 
men the full repertory will be 
given—“Hamlet,” “King Lear,” “Mer- 
chant of Venice.” “As You Like It” 
ang Jonson's “Volpone.” 

aticmplete rep will also be given 
Ale e Montreal run at the Royal 

xandra, Toronto. 





Sherek in Earlier 
Londen Return For 
Roland Young Play 


The Henry 
London Friday (27) on the Americ; 


Sine rek bh re 


n order to put “Truant in Park 
Lane into rehearsal on Jan 6 
Roland Young, sailing th the Lor 

aon proaqauce a i 

rehearsal hence Sherek could: 


wait until Jan. 3 for the Queen Eliza- 
beth, which brought him over a fort- 
night ago. Young and Lilian Brait] 
waite will co-star 


Sherek’s London hit (Flora Rob- 
son starred), “Message for Mar- 
garet,” by James Parish, will be 


done in the U. S. by Stanley Gilkey 


and Bargara Payne, in association 
with Sherek. Latter is also huddling 
with Columbia Pictures’ Nate Spin 
gold on “The First Gentlemar the 


Norman Ginsbury play which Col 
will produce in England. Robert 
Morley has been mentioned as re- 


creating his London hit on Broad- 
vay but family affairs are keeping 
him over there 


Fielding Defends 
Ticket Brokers 


New York City License Commis- 
sioner Benjamin Fielding, in a guest 
appearance on “Hi, Jinx” 
WNBC (20), said, “There has been 
ticket 


ovel 


some unfair criticism of the 


agency business, but largely it is 
conducted on a firm basis; there is 
a small percentage of parasites who 
are infesting the industry; our aim 
is to eliminate them, one by one.’ 
Jinx Falkenburg, who, with hus- 
band Tex McCrary, conducts the 
program, had asked the Commis- 
sioner, “Don’t you license scalpers?” 
received the reply “We license 
ticket brokers.” 
| Earher Fielding stated that “We 
license establishments all the way 
'down from Radio City Music Hall to 
laundrymen.” 


EDDIE GARR MAY GET 
BARTON ROLE IN ‘ROAD’ 


| “Tobacco Road.” which suspended 


,on tour in Allentown, Pa., recently 
| because of the fatal illness of John 


Barton, is expected to resume, with 
Eddie Garr slated to take over the | 


part of Jeeter Lester. Garr played 
in “Road” during its Broadway run, 
having followed James Barton. Show, 
| which had been out 14 weeks this 


|} season, was booked through the 
| winter, 
| Henry Hull originated the be- 


| whiskered Jeeter. There were sev- 
| eral replncements, James Barton re- 
maining in the lead for the longest 
period. It opened at the Masque 
(now the John Golden), moved to 
the 48th Street and then the Forrest, 
now the Coronet. 





Arthur Judson 


(President of Columbia 
Concerts, Ine. ) 


details why 


Longhair Music B.O. | 


Boomed in War Years 


* * * +. 
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in the forthcoming 
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ATAM Contract 
Finally Signed 


Revised basic pact 
managerial League of New York 
Theatre and the Assn. of The- 
atrical Agents and Managers, w 








between the 


z ’ it 
allied fo pay increases, and hac 
been agreed upon after much co 
troversy, actually was not signaturec 
until last Another of a 
series of “last minute” arguments 
had caused the delay. The dispute 
was over a 331/3% tilt for out-of 


midweek. 


town house managers, which show- 
men forget they had already con- 
| ceded 


Differences finally adjusted 
by Mrs. Anna Rosenberg, who acted 
as mediator and who thought that 
her services in the case had been 
completed. ATAM-ers never thought 
the situation with the League would 
be successfully clarified by media- 
tion and were willing to bet against 
it when the idea was proposed 
Agreement was formally signatured 
by Brock Pemberton, his first of- 
ficial act as the new president of 
the League and James F. Reilly who 
is now designated as executive 
director. 

Increase to house managers in 
Philadelphia to. $133.20, was the 
point in dispute, showmen saying it 
wasn't comparison with 
the new salary in Boston and Chi- 
cago of $113.50. It was pointed out 
by ATAM that the boost in both in- 
stances was a matter of agreed per- 
centages and Mrs. Rosenberg ruled 
that to be correct. Why showmen 
had been paying the house men in 
Philadelphia more than in _ the 
other two stands was not explained. 

Mrs. Rosenberg’s 
said to be a concession on her part 
because a union was involved, is 
now payable. Whether it is to be a 
50-50 remittance from the factions 
or whether the League will assume 
two third of the fee has not been 
definitely decided. 


Hurok, NCAC in Joint 
Booking of Frisco Symph 


Sol Hurok and National Concert & 
Artists Corp. have been appointed 
jointly to do the booking for the first 
transcontinental tour of the San 
Francisco Symphony Orchestra, set 
for next spring. 

Orch, conducted by the vet French 
maestro Pierre Monteux, will tour 
by special train for eight weeks vis- 
iting 53 cities. Tour will start March 
16 in Visalia, Cal 

Orch will travel south and east 
and reach New~ York for its first 
Carnegie Hall appearance April 11. 
It will return to the Coast via Can- 
ada and the midwest. 


were 


goss 
logicai in 





fee of $2,500, | 


Shuberts Reported Trying to Balk 


Mil Closing Due to Sharing Pact 





‘Three’ Fails to Reopen 


Due to Bolger’s Illness; 
Will Hit Road in February 


Ready” which suspended at. the 
Adelphi, N. Y.. last. week when the 


revue star Ray Bolger was hos- 
ed was called off doctors 
© against the dancer appea) 
til afte further treatment 
( ailment, diagnosed as yellov 
ja ce Although the show could 
1ave layed off without salary lia 
bility. it being the week before 


Christmas, the actors and staff re- 


+ There was 
' 


plenty of buzzing in 


Broadway managerial circles last 


week about certain manipulations 


| that fumbled against the 46th Street 
theatre, owned and operated by City 


Investing Co. 
Crux of the matter was that the 


oert office is said to have scught 

to balk the closing notice being 
€ ‘The Red Mill.” now in its 
veeks at the house The Shue 

perts participate nthe show § gross, 
He el Lous Lot.t general 
£¢ of City’ ] € booked in 


unbow,” rezarded as the 
most like several 
new musicals. It opens at the 46th 
the week of Jan. 6 


¢ 

| 
Finian’s R: 

ly success among 


City’s half a dozen legit theatres 


ceived full salaries from Stanley | 
Gilkey and Barbara Payne, 
“Three's” producers 


Bolger was insured py Lloyd's of 
against illness but the 
int payable to the ma 


London 
) nagement 
vas not indicated. “Three was to 
have elighted for a week and a 
half, then close Bolger took 
a vacation. He is due to rest in 
Florida next month but is still at 
the Harkness Medical 
Center road 


while 


Pavilion, 
Show is slated to play 
dates starting in Chicago early in 
February. 
Gilkey and Miss’ Payne have 
added another attraction to theil 
season's schedule. It is “Message 
For Margaret” a four person play 
which will be presented with Henry 
Sherek. Latter produced it in Lon- 
don early this season. 


Experimental 
Stymie Cleared 


Afier a series of huddles covering 
an extended period, Equity and the 
Dramatists Guild have 
agreement about experimental plays, 
which are to start early next month, 
according to an announcement from 
the American National Theatre and 
Academy. Latter will be a factor, 
the plays to be presented in its little 
theatre on 39th street, which has re- 


come to 


verted to its original title, the Prin- | 


cess. 

Guild had charged that Equity 
was holding up the long-sought-for 
experimental theatre, and while the 
actors union formerly looked on 
such projects with some doubt, it 
apparently changed its viewpoint 
and granted a number of conces- 
sions. Equity withdrew its idea of 
$60 weekly for the actors. who are 
to receive a “fair measure” of com- 


pensation to be named by the board, | 


comprised of five Equityites*and an 
equal number of Guild representa- 
tives. 

Actors in the experimental plays 
were originally supposed to partici- 
pate in the profits and film rights 
should the shows be taken over for 
commercial presentation within 
three years after original showings. 
Equity offered to reduce that period 
to 18 months but the Guild demurred 
and finally agreed to six months. 
Shows are slated for three perform- 
ances, but two more may be given if 
the board so decides, maximum be- 
ing five performances. 

Plans are for putting on five plays 

(Continued on page 44) 
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ire regarded as opposition by the 
Shuberts to their own houses, and 
it’s not the first “clash” between the 
ownership interests There was a 
top limit of $22,000 gross in the 
“Mill” contract, and it is 


that an attempt was made t 


indicated 
keep 
last week's takings above that mark. 
This was reported to have been tried 
by individuals buying six to eight 
tickets each, they sudcenly appear- 
ing at the boxoffice on one of the 
“dullest” pre-Christmas days 30X- 
office alerted Lotito, and at least one 
such “patron” was reported tailed 
to the Sardi building, where Shu- 
berts have their offices, and the 
tickets purchased allegedly being 
handed to a Shubert employee 

Ticket sellers were instructed not 
;to sell as many tickets to any one 
; person, especially if the purchaser 
didn’t look “legit.” Recardle:s, tak- 
ings were only $16 under tne $22,000 
| mark but notice to vacate in two 
weeks was given 

Booking contracts stipulate that 
neither the show management nor 
the house is permitted to make such 
stop-limit sales. Couple of seasons 
ago, when the Shuberts operated the 
46th the boxoffice was instructed to 
prevent the management of “My 
Dear Public” from buying blocks of 
tickets, so the tactics re “Mill” would 
be the same idea in reverse “Pub- 
lic” management threatened = suit, 
and although that plan failed to 
materialize, the stop-limit restric- 
tion was inserted into subsequent 
, booking contracts. 

Last season, when City took title 
to the 46th, new owner was stopped 
from ousting “Dark of the Moon,” a 
Shubert attraction, through a 
wrinkle in the contract. During the 
fall, “Mill” was at the Ziegfeld, 
where it flourished, but because 
“Show Boat” was a prior booking, it 
was neccessary to find arciher house. 
Atlhough the Shube:ts declared they 
would keep “Moon” playing all sea- 
|} son, a deal was soon made whereby 
“Moon” went on tour and “Mill” was 
moved in with the proviso that the 
latter management (Paula Stone and 
, Hunt Stromberg, Jr.), pay 5% of the 
gross to the Shuberts so long as it 
i played the 46th. Lasi summer that 
percentage was cut in two when 
_ business was considerably off. 

Despite the stop limit, when the 
gross dropped to $17,000 during the 
summer, no notice was given and, 
in fact the sharing terms were made 
more favorable to the attraction. 
, Business for “Mill” during’ Christ- 
mas and New Year's weeks will be 
excellent, according to the advance 
sale. but unless another house be- 
comes available the musical must go 
to the road. 


Dowling May Bring 
Singer to Court On 


| 


} 


| Division of Profits 


Differences between Eddie Dow- 
ling and Louis J. Singer. who were 
partners during the run of “The 


Glass Menagerie” and technically co- 
managers of the road company of 
the drama, may reach the courts. 
One argument concerns the one- 
nighter “Menagerie” company, Dow- 
ling claiming that Singer disposed 
of those rights to J. J. Leventhal 
without his assent. That matter is 
to be settled by arbitration, but 
Dowling asserts 
given him a final production state- 
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8 St. Martin's Place 





; ment nor a split of operating profits. 
that 
the loss on “St. Lazare’s Pharmacy,” 
which they co-produced last season, 
| was charged against the “Menagerie” 
Estimated that the red on 
j the latter show exceeded $70,000. It 


Actor-manager also alleges 


| profits. 


' 





me, )~ Qpeamagerrenme 
a 


Singer has never 


| ope ned in Montreal and played Chi- 
cago, not being shown on Broadway. 
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Inside Stuff—Legit 


Not often do critics respond to authors’ cracks about them but in Sun- 
dav’s (22) N. Y. Daily News, its reviewer, John Chapman, let so with 
both barrels under the heading: “The Unhappy Playwright,” the subhead 
reading “He hollers louder and funnier than any other kind of writer. 
He mentioned no names although Lillian Hellman, in her recent N. Y. 
Times piece, referred to Chapman's critical style as “proud low-brow ism. 
That the News man had warmed to his subject was indicated by his 


reference to a dramatise generally as “it.” Going on the target pronto, he 
wrote: 

“Of all the spoiled babies in the world of celebrities—actors, Stork Club 
models, lecturers on world affairs, mov ie people, violinists, tenors, news- 
paper columnists, syn phony conductors, account execulives, novelists ana 
sopranos—the playwright is the champ. He accepts the most codaling 
with the least grace. It is congenitally uncrateful In these days the 


. J ’ _ la 
playwright reccives more praise from more fools than any other worke! 


in the writing field. The newspaper space he is given exceeds the acreage 
accorded any novelist, any historian, any philosopher, any biographei 
and many inceed approach the lineage accorded a prizefighter, a ball 
player or a jockey 

“We—the newspaper and magazine people and you who read—have by) 
our incessant and apparently unwelcome attention driven the dramatist 


to an unbalanced sense of superiority he believes that he is something 


special in the world of words—a high priest of a secret cult, the only 
direct link between the Almighty and the human race he forgets that 
his words may be occasionally doubted; his work must be taken as the 


the Wall, no less, and he'll blow his top if it isn't the 


little regard for the people who have made his play (mecan- 


Handwriting on 
dramatist has 


ing the manager, players, director and scenic artist and is usually con- 
temptuous of them. 

“The more successful a writer (dramatist) is, the more impossible he 
gets, insisting that nobody change or cut a word of his precious stuff and 


in other ways making himself obscene around rehearsals 
author-feud older than Richard Brinsley Sheridan.” Referring to an 
author who guns for a reviewer upon getting a bad notice, Chapman says: 
“Yet the same author deluged with praise for his next attempt maintains 
a smug and graceless silence...Today the dramatist is at the high point 
of a hophead's dream. He is getting more publicity than ever before 
much that second-rate talent passes for first...He has become a 
maniac, setting himself up as the ultimate in literature.” 

Recently by radio the critic debated with Moss Hart over the News 
review of the latter’s “Christopher Blake.’ Some of the author's remarks 
were definitely uncomplimentary. 


is 


SO 
megalo- 





“Beggar's Holiday,’ dated to open Thursday (26) at the Broadway and 
which returned to New York from Boston last week for restaging, was in 
bankroll trouble up to late last week. J. J. Leventhal and an associate 
agreed to lend $50000 to the “Holiday” management until he learned that 
more money was needed. Required coin was forthcoming from John R. 
Sheppard, Jr.. who with Perry Watkins produced the musical. Young 
Sheppard is the son of a wealthy dictagraph manufacturer. 

Added money was used to post new salary security amounting to $15,000 
with Equity, original guarantee deposit having been used to pay the com- 
pany. Understood that the other stage unions demanded cash guarantees 
before permitting rehearsals. 

Last season Leventhal came to the rescue of “Polonaise” on the eve of 
its tour, making a loan of around $12,500, with the proviso that he get the 
money back from the show’s share of the grosses. He asked for no part 
of the show or possible profits, and the same arrangement would have 
applied had the loan to “Holiday” been consummated. 


Libby Holman reported dissatisfied with her part, withdrew, and Ber- 
nice Parks is replacing. 


There were practically nothing but gallery seats left when window sale 
for “Oklahoma!” opened in Pittsburgh last Thursday (19) for show’s re- 
turn three-week ergagement which began Monday night. Thousands 
whose mail orders were returned when musical first played Smoky City 
two seasons ago were at that time mailed cards entitling them to first 
choice for ducats when attraction got back again. After they were taken 
care of, and the current mail orders were looked after (thousands of them 
were disappointed, too) boxoffice had the house virtually sold out for the 
24 performances. Scale the same as before, $4.20 top except on New 
Year's Eve, when the price will be $6. 


Romola Robb, who plays the nurse in “Harvey,” was out of the show 
for three weeks contesting a suit in Boston, where her late mother left 
an estate valued at around $75,000. Actress is administratrix, and a motion 
was made by her stepfather to remove her from that job. Miss Robb con- 
tended that her mother’s second marriage was not valid. alleging that 
the stepfather, in being divorced by a previous wife, had been denied 
the right to rewed on statutory grounds. Estate also includes a house in 
Florida, which may also be involved in court proceedings. Lee Truhill 
replaced during Miss Robb’s absence. 


Nat Dorfman, legit press agent, intends republishing Stage Pictoci«! 
& magazine that he suspended several months ago because of the paper 
Situation. He says that the high cost of paper used delayed resumption. 
Dorfman received a flock of letters from out of town drama editors ask- 
ing him to start the mag again and says that he still is getting new sub- 
scriptions, which, however, are returned. Dorfman claims that a large 
percentage of readers on the subscription list has indicated the 
wish refunds, willing to wait until Pictorial starts again. 


, 


y do not 


Bill Fields, general press representative for the Playwrights Co., and 
his wife have adopted a second child. They first adopted a girl, who is 
now four, while the newcomer is a boy eight months of age. Both chil- 


dren were secured from The Cradle in Chicago. The Fields reside in 
Westport, Conn 





sidiary rights. Should a play be ac- 
|cepted by a manager six months 
after original showing, the financial 
stipulations apparently are inopera- 
for experimental showings, the tive. When the experimental theatre 
financing to be assumed by the The- idea was started, the late Antoinette 
atre Guild, Playwrights Co., Theatre, | Perry worked over the many details 
Inc., and American Repertory The- | and defrayed the costs herself. 

atre. Estimated that each play will Experimental appearances of 
cost around $2,000 to present, eight understudies and bit players in lead- 


scripts being mulled. ing parts were proposed by Jose 

According to the plan, a manager Ferrer, currently appearing in 
can take over an experimental play “Cyrano De Bergerac.” His plan 
by the payment of $500 plus 1% of | called for afternoon performances 
the gross and 5% of the film and sub- 








| Experimental 


Continued from page 43 

















= 'cipals playing bit parts. Admission 
was to be $1.20 to pay expenses, 
SAMUEL FRENCH | especially backstage, with the play- 
}ers receiving no extra coin. Equity 
SINCE 1830 | ruled out the idea, saying that one- 
Play, Brokers and | eighth of a week’s salary must be 
Authors’ Representatives | Pie) Counc Saured that the Fevve 
25 West 45th Street, N : ; ; ite: 
Sit West th Sreel’ Lao auee | ‘hich might affect Equity’s eight- 
performance per week regulation. 
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The one-sided * 


on off-matinee days, with the prin- | 


| and 





Play on Broadway 





Androcles and the Lien. 


American Repertory Theatre production of 


mmedy in two acts (four scenes) and pro- 
log by George Bernard Shaw Staged by 
Margaret Webster: costumes and gets 
\\olfgang Roth; music by Mare Blitastein, 
animal heads and masks, Remo Bufano 
Opened at International, N Y Lex 1%), 
40: $4.20 top. 
LoiOM..cccccecccece Jehn Beche 
Viegaera.... seeuee ees Murion Evense 
Androcles..cecees ee Kenest Truex 
Ls mur Arthutl Keegan 
nturi Jobn Straub 
iptain Richard Waring 
avit ‘ tune Ldupre 
Lentulus aé Kug t Stuckmann 
Mietellu eeeeer Angus Cairns 
l rovius Victor Jory 
Spintho ! Wallach 
Kall 1 Robert Rawling 
tll-boy . Arth Keega 
itor letrem Zimbatlis Ji 
| iriu William Windom 
lditor Ravmond Greenlea 
Menagerie Keeper Ihd Weodhead 
Caesar. ’ Rourneut 


Pound on Demand 
product 
Stauszed 
W olf- 


American Repertory Theatre n of 
one-act comedy by Sean O'Casey 
Victor Jory costumes 
sang Roth. Opened at Inte 
Lex in, ‘46 


and set 
national, 


by 


Hlurmphi 
Bourneufl 
kirnest rruex 
Margaret Webste 


stuck 


Cavada 


Philip 


Girl : 

Grry . s+ 60600 eeeer 
Sammy. 
Woman.... 
lo cet in hk yen 


nann 


the Lion,” 
proves he 


With “Androcles and 
George Bernard Shaw 
still can outroar most the play- 
wrights on Broadway while the 
American Repertory Theatre comes 
up with the best of its four revivals 
to date. This delightful presentation 
of Shaw’s lampoon on war, religion, 
marriage and love is played to the 
hilt by a gifted band of mummers. 
Repertory group should draw its 
best grosses with this one. 

Margaret Webster's imaginative 
staging has much to do with the pro- 
duction’s success, although such mat- 
ters as Wolfgang Koth’s sets, Remo 
Bufano’s creation for the lion’s cos- 
tume, and Ernest Truex’s perform- 
ance in the Androcles role are strong 
contributing factors. In fact, the re- 
vival is successful because of the ex- 
cellence of all its departments, ex- 
cept for the incidental music written 
especially for this production 
Marc Blitzstein. As program music, 
the score is nondescript, and as part 
of the production, it has a way of 
confusing and sometimes obliterating 
the dialog. 

Other than this, the 
Shaw an excellent platform to shoot 
| his barbs again at pomposity and 
| formalism, in his version of the story 
'of the simple Christian tailor who 
extracts a thorn from the paw ofa 
lion and is rewarded subsequently 
| when thrown to the wild beasts by 
|a Roman emperor. What might be 
' sacrilegious, a little gruesome or in 
bad taste on the part of a less gifted 
/playwright becomes _ inoffensive, 
| witty fooling in the paw of a Shaw. 

The antics of Androcles and the 
, lion, both when meeting for the first 
; time in the jungle and subsequently 
|in the arena; the objections of An- 
drocles’ wife to the jungle goings- 
on: the march of the Christian 


ol 


martyrs into Rome; the discussions | 
on love and religion between the | 


Roman Captain (Richard Waring) 
and the Christian maid (June Du- 


faith—these are some of the bright- 
est moments in the Shavian display 
of wit. And just when one is con- 
scious of an action lag or too much 


talk (as sometimes happens), along | 


comes an unexpected bit to liven up 
the proceedings. 

Truex dominates the cast as the 
henpecked tailor with a love for 
animals, wild or domestic. John 
Becher makes an enchanting crea- 
| ture of a sad-eyed lion with a pen- 


| is also most amusing as a lorgnetted 


| Caesar. Jory paints a vivid portrait | 


of a warrior subdued by religion. 
Waring and Miss Duprez are attrac- 
| tive and winning in their romantic 
| roles, while in supporting parts Eli 
Wallach as a craven convert, Eugene 
Stuckman as a Roman fop and 
Marion Evensen as Androcles’ Ama- 
zonian spouse, are excellent. 

The curtain-raiser, Sean O’Casey’s 
te ” . “pe 

Pound on Demand,” is a lightweight 
farcical bit alot 
ing to borrow on their postal savings 


for a drink. It’s justified mainly be- | 


cause of the performances of the 
versatile Messrs. Truex and Bour- 
neuf as two tipplers, and as oppor- 
tunity to let Jory try his wings as a 
director. Bron. 


—_-—.. 


| P ? 
G&S Due in H’wood 
Hollywood, Dec. 23. 

Six weeks of Gilbert and Sullivan 
operettas will be staged by 
Breden-Savoy company at El Patio 
theatre, opening Jan. 9 with “The 
Mikado,” followed by “Pirates of 
Penzance,” “Patience,” “Pinafore,” 
“The Gondoliers” and “Yoeman of 
the Guard.” 

Company has been playing Canada 
the Pacific coast for eight 
months. 





by ! 


ART gives | 


chant for waltzing: Philip Bourneuf | 


‘wo publicans try- | 


the | 





OBITUARIES 





JOHN BARTON 


John Barton, 76, died at the French 
| hospital, N. Y¥., Monday (23) follow- 
ing a heart attack while appearing 


on tour in “Tobacco Road.” Show 
was forced to close in Allentown 
Dec. 14 because of his illness. 


Barton, who appeared on the road 


in the drama 
years, wa: 
vet 
played 


for the past seven 

an uncle of James Barton, 

vaude and dramatic actor, 

the “Road” lead of Jeeter 

Lester on Broadway. Latter is now 

appearing in “The Iceman Cometh.” 
Widow also survives. 


LILLIAN MORTIMER 
Lillian Mortimer, retired vaude 
actress and playwright, died at her 
home in Petersburg, Mich., Dec. 18. 


She had been in vaude for 20 


| years, playing mostly in sketches of 
NW. Fs. 4 


her own authorship. She was also 
author-producer of many melo- 
dramas which toured the old Stair & 
Havlin pop-priced circuit, including 


“No Mother to Guide Her,” “A 
Girl's Best Friend,” “Bunco in Ari- 
zona” and “Girl of the Streets.” She | 


was the widow of J. L. Veronee, an 
actor who died three years ago. 


Surviving are two sisters, Ellen 


and Mabel, both of the stage, and a 


| 


brother. 





ETHEL INTROPODI 
Ethel Intropodi, veteran legit act- 
who had appeared in many 
Broadway productions, died in New 
York, Dec. 18. 
Member of a theatrical family, she 
had been on the stage since she was 


ress 


14. She followed Ann Harding in 
the leading role of “The Trial of 


Mary Dugan,” and later was seen in 
“Dinner at Eight,” “Peace on Earth,” 
“Bast West,” “Laughing Lady,” 
“The Guilty One” and others. Her 
last Broadway appearance was in 
“Doctors Disagree” in 1943. 

In 1945 she toured in USO-Camp 


IS 


Shows production of “Blithe Spirit.’ 


GEORGE H. HINES 
George Henry (Daddy) Hines, 90, 
oldtime circus man and pioneer 
film exhib, died Dec. 17 in Los An- 
geles after a long illness. 
As a boy of 18, Hines joined the 


| Barnum & Bailey circus and later 
|became one 


of its press agents. 
With the advent of films he operated 
theatres in Chicago and South Bend, 
Ind., retiring in 1921 and moving to 
California. Later he returned to 
show business as manager of the 
Ambassador Hotel theatre and held 
that post until a few years ago. 

Surviving are his widow and a 
daughter. 





PHIL BOBYS 


Phil Bobys (Moses Philip), 48, 
salesman in the Metro exchange in 
Washington, D. C., died there Sun- 


prez); Ferrovius’ (Victor Jory) vacil- iday (22) following a heart attack. 


|lations between love of war and | ing 


Bobys had spent his entire work- 
life in the film industry in 
Washington, joining the old Gold- 
wyn Productions before its merger 
with Metro in 1924. He was one of 
the 15 Metro sales reps named for 
their sales achievements two weeks 


| ago by sales chief William F. Rodg- 


ers to make a nationwide tour of 
Metro exchanges and the company’s 
studios. 

Widow survives. 





EDITH BENTLEY 
Mrs. Ernest Holdie, 51, better 


known as Edith Bentley, secretary | 
.to James 


B. Clark, veteran Pitts- 
burgh exhibitor and co-founder of 
city’s first big chain, Rowland and 
Clark, later absorbed by Warners, 
was killed recently when two autos 


| collided near McKeesport. Her hus- 


band was painfully injured in the 
crash. 


| Mrs. Holdie had been with Clark» 
| for more than 15 years and handled 
in | 


some business for his 
Braddock and Pittsburgh. 


theatres 


PIERRE BENARD 
Pierre Benard, 45, writer for the 
French stage and screen, and editor 
of the comic weekly, Canard En- 
chaine, died in Paris, Dec. 22. 
Benard recently assisted in pro- 
underground press during the war, 

which is to be released soon. 


LeROY BRADLEY 
LeRoy Bradley, 47, Negro pianist, 
died at his home in Pittsburgh last 
week of a _ cerebral hemorrhage 
shortly after finishing work at 
Southern Outing Club. 
Bradley had been a fixture at this 





who 


| Fox home-office 
| Cleveland Dec. 21. 


hangout of the show mob for a dozen 
years, having started there back in 
‘30s when it was known as Benjamin 
Harrison Literary Society and fea- 
tured a young unknown named 
' Maxine Sullivan, whom he accom- 
| panied. 


EARL E. MAY 
Earl E. May, 58, founder of the 
May Broadcasting Co. (KMA) 


Shenandoah, Iowa, in 1925, and head 
of the May Seed and Nursery Co., 
died in Duluth, Minn.. Dec. 18. 

He was awarded a gold by 
Radio Digest in 1926 for being the 
most popular radio announcer in the 
nation for that year. His station was 
the first midwest station to put em- 
phasis on farm-listening appeal, 


cup 


Survivors 


are widow, son and 
daughter. 
CHARLES KING 
Charles King, 59, former grand 
Opera singer and soloist in early 
motion picture theatres, died Dec. 18 


at his home in Los Angeles 


Robert Battier, 59, film 
actor, died Dec. 16 in 
following a long illness. 


character 
Holly wood 


Fred Halsey, 56, formerly stage 
manager at the Metropolitan Opera 
House and latterly at the Forrest, 
N. Y., was found dead on the street 
last week, apparently dying of nat- 
ural causes. Burial was held last 


Thursday (19). 


Widow, 69, of Otis Harlan, former 
stage and screen actor, died Dec. 20 


at home of daughter, Mrs. W. E. 
| Kennedy, in Martinsville, Ind. 
| Harlan died in 1939 

William Stanley Gray, 50, film 
editor at Metro for 20 years, died 
|Dec. 16 in Hollywood after a long 
illness. 

Father, 70, of Len Gaynor, 20th- 


publicist, died in 


MARRIAGES 


Eve Siegei to Louis Weiner, New 
York, Dec. 22. Bride is mag and 
fashion editor in Warner Bros. h.o. 
publicity dept. 

Helen Goan to Anton Grot, San 
Francisco, Dec. 20. Groom is an art 
director at Warners. 

Ardis Copley to John Rhodes, 
Pasadena, Dec. 18. Bride is music 
librarian at KWKW. 

Roxanne Colf to Jet Fore, Santa 
Monica, Cal., Dec. 20. Bride is with 
the 20th-Fox legal staff; groom is 
a flack on the same lot. 

Ethelle Schiller to Donald Flamm, 
New York, Dec. 22. Groom is 
former owner of radio station 
WMCA, N. Y., and has varied show 
biz interests including co-ownership 
of WPAT, Paterson, N. J. 





BIRTHS 


Mr. and Mrs. Myron J. Starr, 
daughter, Brooklyn, N. Y., Dec. 18. 
Father is New Jersey booker for 


United Artists. 

Mr. and Mrs. Eldridge Packham, 
son, New York, Dec. 18. Father 1s 
director of’ Jo Stafford radio show. 

Mr. and Mrs. Lief Erickson, son, 





| New 


| dancer. 
ducing a film describing the French | 


Hollywood, Dec. 16. Father 1s 
| screen actor. 

Mr. and Mrs. Charles Flynn, 
‘daughter, Hollywood, Dec. 17. 


| Mother is Jane Flynn, legit actress, 
father is a stage and screen player. 


Mr. and Mrs. Walter Schumann, 
son, Hollywodd, Dec. 19. Father 1s 
a. composer at  Universal-Inter- 
| national. 


Mr. and Mrs. Gordon T. Hughes, 
son, Hollywood, Dec. 17. Father 1s 
a producer at CBS. 

Mr. and Mrs. Bernard Lust, son, 
Washington, D. C., Dec. 6. Father 
is connected with Lust theatre cir 
cuit in that area. 

Mr. and Mrs. Ben Ross, son, New 


| York, Dec. 11. Father is vaude and 


nitery comic. 
Mr. and Mrs. Harry Bernay, SON, 
York, Dec. 19. Father 1s 8 


e >] . . . 
Equity’s Mission Reign 
Los Angeles, Dec. 23. 
For the first time in its history 
the Mission Play in San Gabriel will 
be played this year under Actors 
Equity jurisdiction. 
Play will open 


————— 


in January with 


| 
Adrian Awan as producer. 
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‘Norway’ 306, Harvey’ 166, Pyg’ 166 


In Chis Normal Pre-Xmas Lull’ 


+ 
' 
! 


Chicago, Dec. 23. 


Pretty easy to buy ducats here, | 


shews in town able to 
lenty of empty sense, aye 
- narticularly are responsible for 
dame at the b.o., due to pre- 
Xmas shopping grabbing the lime- 
light Grosses not bad, though. 
Estimates For Last Week 


with all 
furnish Pp 


“Harvey, Harris (20th wk) (1,534 
$4.20) Slipped to $16,000 | 

“pygmalion,” Selwyn (3rd wk) 
(1,000; $4.20). Also eased off to 
aro i $16,000 os 
a Norway,” Shubert (3rd 
wk) (2,100; $4.80). Did very well 


th $36,000 wes 
wiuState of The Union,” Blackstone 
(33rd wk) (1,358; $4.20). Just about 
ready for the road; $12,000. 


Mister’ $35,500, 
Eagle’ 106, Hub 


Boston, Dec. 23 
No legit openers here last week 
at all, but this week sees three in | 


as many nights. “Big Two” bows at 
the Plymouth tonight (23): “Sweet- 
hearts” opens at the Opera House 
tomorrow (Tues.), and “In Gay New 
Orleans” opens Wednesday night at 
the Colonial. “Blossom Time” Fol- 
lows at the Opera House Jon. 6. 
Estimates for Last Week 
“Born Yesterday,” Wilbur (1,200; 


$3.60). Remained at last week's 
level of estimated $13,000 for 
pre-holiday week but should pick 


up. Show moves out around first of 
year. 

“Call Me 2 ister,” Shubert (1,590; 
$4.80). Stayed on top despite pre- 
holiday week to catch a _ capacity 
$35,500 estimated. Two or three 
weeks more expected. 

“Eagle Rampant,” Plymouth 
(1,200; $3.60). Remained at last 
week's level of estimated $13,000 for 


pre-holiday week but should pick 
up. Show moves out around first 
of vear. 


BLACKOUTS’ 16 DURING 


L. A. PRE-YULE SLUMP 


Hollywood, Dec. 23. 
Only the two houses in Hollywood 
remained open this week, with other 


spots dark during the pre-Christmas | 


slump. Ken Murray's “Blackouts of 
1946” was down to $16,000 for the 
235th frame at El Capitan. “Macbeth” 


managed to eke out $3,200 for the | 


third stanza at El Patio. 

Advance sales, however. 
booming for return engagement of 
“State of the Union” at the Biltmore 
which opens tonight (23). Another 
big boxoffice boom is expected at the 
Philharmonic Auditorium for Mau- 
tice Evans’ bow in “Hamlet.” 


Union’ $35,500, Seattle 


Seattle, Dec. 23. 
“State of Union” completed two 
weeks engagement at Metropolitan, 
starting at a mild pace, but wound 
up in high. 
Scaled from $3.75, it 


; garnered 
$35,500 in this 1,500-seater. 


‘ ® , e 

Wind’ Mild 5G, Balto 

= Baltimore, Dec. 23. 

Temper the Wind,” formerly 
labeled “Drums of Peace,” ran into 
pre-holiday slump at Ford's here 
lat week and in spite of favorable 
reviews, b.z failed to jell with mod- 
est take being around $5,000. 

In currently as the second of five 
Plays promised under Guild-Amer- 
jean Theatre Society subscription, 
The Magnificent Yankee,” has a 
promising advance. 


‘ . > , . 
Tipica’ 71/,G, Frisco 
a San Francisco, Dec. 23. 
Lute Song,” closed for past week, 
reopens Xmas Day at the Curran 
Tipica Revue” 


in first week at 

we 1.550 seat Geary, starring Ine- 
$75 Carlos and Chabela got weak 
a Last week, “Front Page” | 
sec local cast in its last week of 
Second week run did p.ild $5,500. 

¢ ’ 

Lucasta’ 15G, Mpls. 


Minneapolis, Dec. 23 
. the face of adverse pre-Christ- 
a influences, heavy snows and icy 
ements, “Anna Lucasta” é z 
« 4 astlé grabbed 
800d $15.000 at the 2,100-seat Lyce- 


uM at $3.60 _op f 31 
3, or si) thts and 
one matinee oe ve 
Critics a) i 
C1 and customers praised 
play and cast. Show built steadily 
roughout week. 


EVANS’ SRO, OMAHA 


M: _ Omaha, Dec. 23 
S6%e Evans’ “Hamlet” grossed 
. na at the Omaha theatre Dec. 18 


a complete sellout. 


were | 





Current Road Shows 
(Period Covering Dec. 23—Jan. 4) 
“A Flag Is_ Bo. a’—Studebaker, 
Chi. (30-4). 

“Anna Lucasta” — Locust, Philly 
(23-4) 

“Anna Luecasta”—Aud St. Paul 
(25-28): Music Hall, K. C. (30-4). 
“Apple of His Eye”—Erlanger, 
Chi. (23-4) 

“Best of Spirits’—Aud., Hartford 
(3-4) 

“Big Two” Iymouth, Bost (23- 
4) 

“Blackouts of 1946”—-E] Capitan, 
Hollywood (23-4) 

Blackstone — Shubert - Lafayette, 
Det. (23-4). 

“Bloomer Girl” — Forrest, Philly 
(23-4). 

“Blossom Time’’—Cass, Det. (23- 
4). 

“Born Yesterday”"—Wilbur, Bost 
(23-4). 

“Call Me Mister”—Shubert, Bost 
(23-4). 

“Carmen Jones”—Music Hall, K. 
C. (23-28). 

“Come On Up”--Davidson, Mil. 
(23-28); American, St. Louis (30-4). 
“Dear Friend” Lyric, Bridge- 
port (3-4) 

“Dear Ruth’—Erie, Schenectady 
(30-1): Aud., Roch. (2-4). 

“Dream Girl” — Walnut, Philly 
(23-4). 


“Eagle Rampart’—Aud., Hartford 
(26): Metropolitau, Prov. (27-28). 

*“Hamlet”-—Aud., L, A. (23-28). 

“Harvey”—Harris, Chi, (23-4). 

“In Gay New Orleans’—Colonial, 
Bost. (23-4) 

“Little A” 
(26-28); Oper: 
4) 

“Love Goes to 
Alex., Toronto (23-28). 

“Lute Song”’—Curran, 
4) 

“Magnificent Yankee” 
Balto. (23-28): Hanna, Cleve. 
“Oklahoma!”—Nixon, Pitt 
“Pygmalion”’—Selwyn, Chi. 
4) 

“Song of Norway”- 
(23-4) 

“Rope”—Town 
4). 

“Springtime for Henry” 
Cleve. (27-28); English, Indpls. 
4). 

“State of 

A. (23-4). 
“State of the Union” 
Chi. (23-4). 

“Story of Mary 
Frisco (30-4). 

“Street Scene’—Shubert, 
| (23-4). 

“Student Prince”’—English, Indpls. 
(23-28): Cox. Cincy (30-4). 
“Sweethearts” 
| (23-4). 

“The Glass Menagerie” — Ameri- 
can, St. Louis (23-28); Lyceum, 
Mpls. (30-2); And., St. Paul (3-4). 

“The Glass Menagerie’—Rajah, 
Reading (25): Kailton, 
, (26): Lyric, Allentown 
Trenton (28). 

“Up in Central 
Wash. (23-4). 

“Voice of the Turtle’—Aud.. Al- 
bany (25): Aud., Savannah (27-28). 

“Voice of the Turtle’—His Majes- 
ty’s, Monti. (25-4). 


Shubert, N. Haven 
House, Newark (30- 


Press”—Royal 


Frisco (23- 
— Ford's 
(30-4). 
(23-4). 

(23- 


Shubert, Chi- 


Hall. Toledo (30- 


Hanna, 
(30- 
L. 


Blackstone, 


Suratt"—Geary, 


Philly 


(27); Aud., 


Park” — Nat'l, 


‘BLOSSOMS’ 716, INDPLS. 
Indianapolis, Dee. 23. 
for a 


“Blossom Time” settled 


modest $7,500 in its 
(16-18) = at Pre- 
activity 


$3 


cut 


ances top. 


Christmas its figure 
aown 


“Student Prince” opens Christmas 


night. 
Shows in Rehearsal 

“Jack Be Nimble” (“William Loves 
Mary” )—Richard Rodgers and Oscar 
Hammerstein, 2d 

“A Lady Passing Fair’—Harry 
Wagstaff Gribble. 
| “A Young Man's Fancy"”—Henry 


Adrian. 


“All My Sons”—Harold Clurman, 
Elia Kazan, Walter Fried. 

“Best of Spirits’—Sherman and 
Margaret Ewing 

“Dear Ruth” (road)—-Hyman and 
Hart 

“Rope” (revival)—Leonard Alito- 
i bell. 





Bernard Sobel 


gives «a Beau Nash appraisal on 
impresarios’ sartorial foibles In an 
intimate closeup 


“Like Everything Else That 
He Does, a Producer's 
Prerogative Is His Own 





the Union”—Biltmore, | 


Opera House, Bost. | with “Magnificent Yankee” at the Na- | 


holding | , 
i went off like most others last week; 


Wmsport | 


annual visit to | 
the English. playing four perform- 


Clothes’’ 


* * * 
an editorial feature 
in the 
41st Anniversary Number 
of 


VARIETY 


Rainbow’ $25,000, 
Big Two $20,500, 
| ‘Scene’ 5G, Philly 








Philadelp} Dec, 23 
_With five shows open the _ pre- 
Xmas week, first time that’s Nap- 
pened in over a decade, legit biz ran 


the whole gamut from very good to 


| very terrible. 

| 

| Gross leader was “Bloomer Girl” 
which came back to the Forrest 
where it opened two seasons ago 
j}and got off to a very encouraging 


| start of a three-week return visit, al- 
though having two musical competi- 
tors. “Bloomer Girl’ gross was $26.- 
500 and will jump over that figure 
this and next week with 


cule 
“Street 


1s 


tilted 
lO 
which also 
this con- 


Same should apply 
Scene” at the Shubert 
| boosting its scale, but 
siderably more doubtful. Crix didn't 
fancy the musical version of 
Elmer Rice drama too much and gen- 


Is 


eral word-of-mouth was fair. Last 
week's $5,000, dismal. 
An out-and-out fioperoo here. al- 


though it received 100% fine notices, 
was “Wonderful Journey” (‘Heaven 
Can Wait’). It came in on _ short 
notice, at a bad time and had ne big 
names. Under $3,000 in the one full 
week it played at the Locust (opened 
previous Thursdav ). 

“The Two” 


Big was wallop in 
both of its two weeks at the Walnut 
with $20,500 reported, virtual ca- 
pacity. 

Real News continues to be 
“Finian’s Rainbow” which gains with 
every performance at the Erlanger 


Last week's biz ‘(second local session 
and first full week here) bounced 
way up to a robust $25,000 

This week’s openings tonight (23) 
are “Dream Girl” (Walnut) and 
'“Anna Lucasta” (Locust); former is 
in for three weeks, latter for an in- 
definite stay. 


‘Yankee’ Mild 14G, D.C.; 

| Heavy Sale for ‘Park’ 
Washington, Dec. 23. 

Pre-Xmas week slump caught up 


| tional theatre last week. 

down the take to a mild $14,000. 
| “Yankee” had been expected to do 
better although it played a fortnight 
here before its Broadway run. 

“Up in Central Park.” which opens 
a three-week hitch today, looks like 
a Pot o' Gold candidate on the basis 
of the advance sale which indicates 
near Capacity biz for the run. 


‘Sweethearts 236, Cleve. 


Cleveland, Dec. 23. 


Billy Rose flew in from N. Y. last 
week to size up the modernized ver- 
/sion of Victor Herbert's “Sweet- 
hearts,” topped by Bobby Clark, as 
a possibility for his Ziegfeld thea- 


tre after “Showboat” closes” on 
Jan. 4. 
Herbert tune - show overcame 


Cleveland pre-Yule jinx by pulling 
$23,000 at $4.20 top in eight per- 
formances. Following dates in Bos- 
ton and Philadelphia, it tenta- 
tively slated to open in York. 
Jan. 4. 


is 


New 





George Freedley 


Curator of the N. Y. Public Librory's 
Theatre Collection calis it a 


rey re “6 
“Treasure Trove 
7 * * 
an editorial feature 
of the forthcoming 


41st Anniversary Number 
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the 


Broadway Slump Just Aint Foolin ; 


‘Androcles’ Boffola in Bow But Even 
Top Hits Socked; 6 Debut This Week 


Any idea 
Broadway 
last week 
and the 
that 


more 


that pre-Christmas 
business might be okay 
was dissipated quickly, 
Main Stem realized 
pre-holiday lump vas 
vere than in years There 
may have been three or four lea 
that did not dip but all the 
played to at least some empty seat 
including the staunch 


most new Ci 


SOOr 
the 

S€ 
aers 


otners 


holdovers and 
CRS Agent es 
offering 
Da 


of the 
were reported 
some stanaouts 
midweek mat 
Ing ove 
been selling 


rticulariv for the 
apparently 
shows that 
other 
and 
help e! ©! 

last week 
Theatre's 


the Lior 


nees, 


rloaded on have 


per- 
rainy 


out at ali 


First 


weekend didn't 


formances sno § 
Solo opening 
ican Repertory 
“Androcles 
drew an excellent press and 
the most popular of the o 
TI weck will 
attractions, there eing two oppo 
opening nts. tl ¢ ame 


evenin: 


was Amer- 
revival of 
ana whict 
mav be 
itfit’s bills 


see tne aebuts of six 


Estimates for Last Week 
Keys Cc GK D 
CD (Comedy-Drama), R 
M (Musical), O (Opere { 
Get Your Imperia! 
(M-1,427; sroke 
may have been stuck with a few 
tickets but there were stanue ame 
the gross approximated $45.00 


medy), (Drama) 


(Revue) 


“Annie 


(32d week) 


Gun,” 
$6.60) 


“Another Part of the Ferest,” 
Fulton (5th week) (D-$68: $4.80). 
Registered excellent gross but some- 


what under 
$21,500. 

“Beggar's Holiday,” Broadway 
(M-1,900; $4.80), Presented by Perry 
Watkins and John R. Sheppard, Jr:: 
mixed-cast version of “The Beggar's 
Opera” with new score by Duke Eli- 
ington; opens Thursday (26) against 
“Toplinsky of Notre Dame.’ 

“Born Yesterday,” Lyceum (47th 
week) (C-993; $4.80). Laugh play in 
moderate size house was sold out in 
advance; $21,000. 

“Call Me Mister,” 
week) (R-1.104: $6). 


figures of previous week: 


Nat onal (36th 
Another winner 
acral 


that drew held its pace: i ( 
neurly $32.500 

“Carousel,” Majestic (88th week) 
(M-1.667: $6) Dropped in recent 


weeks but advance sale for holidays 


indicates much better busin¢ this 
week and thereafter; ar ci U 

“Christopher Blake,” Music Box 
(3d week) (D-979: $4.80). Theatre 
parties almost every evening kept 


the figures up but there 
real line on drama’s 
slightly off; $23,500. 

“Happy Birthday,” Broadhurst 
(8th week) (CD-1,160: $4.80). One 
of the exceptions, and without par- 
ties; takings last week virtually the 
same; nearly $30,000. 


has been no 
staying cn ; 


“Harvey,” 48th St. (112th week) 
(C-920: $4.20). One of the long- 
Staying favorites that dipped last 


week, when the gross apnroximated 
$15,500. 

“Icetime,” Center (27th week) (R- 
2,994: $2.40). Will play twice daily 
between Christmas and New Year's: 


$26.000 

“Joan of Lerraine,” Alvin (5th 
week) (D-1.331: $4.80). No differ- 
ence at all in capacitv. and limit of 
standees at all performances: $32,500. 


“Life With Father,” Bijou (368th 
week) (C-613: $3.60). Dropped fur- 
ther. as exvected. but looks due to 
bounce back: run leader rated 
around $6,000. 

“Lovely Lady,” Adelphi (‘C-1.434: 
$4.20). Booked in when “Three to 
Get Ready” cancelled plan to re- 
light: presented by David Lowe: 
wriiten by Jacqueline Susan anda 


Beatrice Cole: songs by Arthur Sie- 
gel and Jefi Bailey inserted: opens 


Wednesday (25) 

“Made in Heaven,” Miller (9th 
week) (C-940: $4.20). Laugh show 
did very well but eased off during 
the pre-holidayv lull; around $10,000 
estimated 

“O Mistress Mine,” Empire (39th 
week) (CD-1.082: $4.80). Only in 
past two weeks has business eased 
off: last week's gr claimed around 
$21.000 

“Oklahoma!” St James (200th 


week) (M-1.509: $4.80). Slipped. too. 
but is one of the favories expected to 
bounce back with advent of holi- 
davs: under $20,000. but profitable 

“Park Avenue,” Shubert (7th 
week) (C-1.382: $6). Theatre parties 
helped = tf musical considerably 
but those vackave deals are over: 
rated around $25.000 

“Prevent Lauchter,” 
(8th week) (C-1.063: $4.80). Eased 
off with the field; last week's taking: 
around $19,500 


nis 


Plymouth 


“State of the Union.” Hudson (58th 
week) (CD-1,057: $4.80) Matinee: 
somewhat affected as expected, but 
gro-s close to $24,000 quoted 

“Toplitvky of Notre Dame.” Cen 
turv (M-1.712: $4.80) *resenited by 
William Cahn: book and lyrics by 
George Marion. Jr.: score by Sammy 
Fain: onens avainst “Beggar's Holi- 
dav” Thursday (26). 


“The Fatal Weakness,” Royale (5t! 


week) (CD-_.,025;: $4.80) Parties 
have been strong factor in attend- 
ance but play should stick through 
the winter: £.0.000 estimated 

“The Iceman Cometh,” Beck (llth 
week) (D-1.213 $5.40) Eased off 
omewhat but better tha expected, 
as indicated by gross of around 
$23,000 

“The Voice of the Turtle,” Morosco 
(142d week) (C-939: $3.60). One of 
he lor run hows that parti lv 
felt the lump last week vhen the 
count was around $6,000 

“Three to Make Ready,’ Ade/pii. 


Plans to resume this week cancelled; 

Lovely Lady” beoked in 

“Temper the Wind,” Playhouse 
(D-865: $4.80). Presented by Strauss 
and Haas; writte:: by Edward Ma- 
bley and Leo Mins: epens Fri- 
aay (27). 

“Years Ago,” Mansfield 3d week) 
(C-1,001; $4.80). Another ne hew 
faring very well but not sell out 
last eek’s takin : qGuoret ( ¢ 
$22 000 

“Wonderful Journey.” Coronet (C- 
1.095: $4.80). Pre nted by Theron 
Bamberger in associztion with Rich- 
ard Skinner: written by Harry Se- 
gal) (known in pic.ure torm.= as 

Here Comes Mr. Jordan”): opens 
Wednesday (25) against “Burlesque 

REVIVALS 

“Burlesque,” Belasco (C-1.077; 


$4.80) Presented by Jean  Dal- 
rymple; written by George Manker 
Watters and Arthur Hopkins; opens 
Wednesday (25) against “Wonderful 


Jcurney.” 

“Henry VII,” “What Every Wom- 
an Knows,” “John Gabriel Bork- 
map,” and “Anédrecies and the Lion,” 
International (7th week) (1,172: 
$4.20). Two paid previews accounted 
for takings apvroximating $18.500; 
accorded most invoruble press of the 
repertery bills here so far. 

“Paykoy of the Western Werld,” 
Booth (9th week) (CD-712; $4.80). 
Dropping, and last week approxi- 

iated $7,500; another week: will not 
tour. 


“Lady Wincermere’s Fan,” Cort 
(10th week) (C-1,664; $4.20). Like 
many shows week before Christmas 


dented the pace; approximate gross 
of around $17,0.0. 

“Cyrano de Bergerac,” Barrymore 
(llth week) (CD-1,096; $4.80). Like- 
ly to pick up this week and there- 
after: eased off to around $14,500 

“Show Beat,’ Ziegfeld (50th week) 
(M-1,628; $6). Should stand up fair- 
ly well for the final weeks: last 
week’s business estimated at around 
$33,000 

“The Red Mi .,” 46th Street (60th 
weck) (M-1.319; $4.80). Dipped to 
around $18,000 but will wind up the 
run here to strong takings. 


‘OKLA!’ IN 3-¥K. ST. LOO 
STAND BAGS $111,500 


£:. Lor is, Dee. 23. 
The three-week stand of “Oklja- 
homa!” wound up Saturday (21) at 


the American theatre, and a gross of 
approximately £39.000 for the last 
<tanza, of nine performances, enabled 
the show to roll up a_ sensational 
gross of $111,500 for the engagement. 
Hundreds were turned away. 

Pauline Lord in “The Glass 
agerie” ovens a one-week stand 
the American tonieht (23). 


‘Park’ Fine 29G, Detroit; 
‘Burlesque’ Hits $14,000 


Detroit, Dec. 23. 
Despite the pressure put on by 
the record-breaking Christmas shop- 
ping spree, “Up in Ceniral Park” 
completed its °econd wert at the 
Cass theatre with a fine $29,600 for 
nine performances at a $4.80 top. 
Bert Lahr’s almost perfect per- 
formance and his personal populari- 
ty held “Burlesque” up to an im- 
oroved $14,000 at the Shubert La- 
fayette theatre ir vic. ©) oO rances 
at a $3 top. 


Press’ Poor 96, Pitt. 


Men- 
at 


Pittsburgh, Dee. 23. 
“Love Goes to Press” hit a new 
low for the season last week at 
Nixon, getting less than $9.500. Lucky 
for play it had subscription backing, 


vould have really died. As it 
. total gross wes only a few hun- 
dred dollars above actual ATS sales. 
No window call at all after the pans 


or it 


une 


came out. 

Nixen currently has “Oklahoma!” 
which opened last night (Mon.) for 
three-week return engagement and 


practically a sellout already 


‘HENRY’ OK 91,6, TORONTO 


Toronto, Dec. 23 
Considering that there was no 
Thursday performance because Ed- 
ward Everett Horton had to be in 


New York for a broadcast, “Spring- 


time For Henry” did a satisfactory 
$9.500 at the Roval Alexandra here. 
The 1,.525-seater was scaled at 


$2.50 top. 
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sing beside look attractive in a black 


| lace creation. Shows good salesman- 
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Stern-Guild Impasse , News: Paul B. MeGee, Manila News; 
The strike of American Newspaper ; Radford Mobley, Knight News- 
Guild unit on the Philadelphia Rec- | papers; ind Gerard Robichaud, 
ord and the Camden Courier-Post Chicago Sun 
reached another impasse Thursday ——_— 


(19) at a meeting between manage- 


ment and Guild presentatives 

I J David Stern management 
vide ODO qa its original “money 
A » ofa Sda week raise [01 lower- 
i) ee | hications, and $10 a 
week fo werTsons ecrning $75 a week 
1” more. D a 3 differential fo1 

[ G vuntered by showul 

) ed wi other papers 
since the strike called Nov 7 
These disclosed |! her raises than 
those offered by Stern. The Guild 
pointed uit these contracts were 
with newspapers of comparable siz 
with the Stern sheets fepresenta- 
tir if Management said they would 
stud hese pacts before the next 

rolo the meeting, Guild pol- 
i e announced introduc 
tio ) Ir minimum day for 

Kke¢ t replace th previous 
four-hour minimum day. Previous 
newsstand picketing and regular 
picketing hours remain unchanged, 
but pickets will be ordered to per- 
form other duties to make up the 
new six-hour shift. 

Meanwhile, Arthur Pierce, chief 
editorial writer for the Stern news- 
pape presented the case of the 
strikers over WIBG Tuesday night 
(17), marking the first time a major 
radio station in the area granted 
time to the Guild. The same time 
offer was also made to the 


Stern management. Previously only 

WCAM. tiny watter in Camden, 

N. J., had allowed the Guild time to 

tell its side of the strike story. 
N.Y. W-2.s Xmas Makeup 

In what is elieved to be an un- 
precedented bit of news makeup, 
N. Y. World-Telegram enterprisingly 
»n Tuesday (24) devoted the entire 
first page of its final edition to 
Christmas features. According to B. 
O. McAnney, sheet’s city editor, this 
will be done “if it’s an ordinary 
news day.’ Usual P. 1 news stories 
will be moved to the first page of 
the second section. 

Under an eight-column line wish- 
ing “Merry Christmas” to its read- 
ers in Old English type, the Telly 
carries a four-column cut of Cor- 
reggio’s famous painting of the Na- 
tivity, “Holy Night.” Flanking it is a | 
story on Christmas customs 
Clement Moore’s traditional Yule 
tale, “A Visit From St. Nicholas.” 
Other art includes a Central Park 
snow scene and a cut of a moppet 
with Santa. 

Whole idea stemmed from excel- 
lent troop reaction the Stars & | 
Stripes received in its Naples, 
Christmas 1944 edition when it treat- | 


ed page one the same way. Ed Hill, | © 


then editor of tne Mediterranean 
S&S, now a Telly staffer, 
its success 
would 
the Telly. 


felt that greater impact would be 
garnered with the final rather than 


using the stunt all through the day’s 


run, 
Music Books Exclusively 
With a slate of eight books for 
1947, new publishing firm of Allen, 


Town & Heath tees off next month 
with the intention of concentrating 
exclusively on tomes of interest to 
the music lover. Directed by David 
Ewen, company’s first book, a biog 
of Serge Koussevitsky by Boston 
critic Moses Smith, hits the stalls 
Jan. 20. 

Other projected volumes include 
“Music Comes to America” by Ewen, 
“Horn of Plenty: The Story of Louis 
Armstrong” by Robert Goffin, ana 
“Verdi: A Novel of the Opera” by 
Franz Werfel, among others. Firm 
also plans an annual compendium of 
musical activity to be edited by 
Julius Bloom and tagged as “The 
Year in American Music.” 


Francis Heads Ntl. Press Club 

Warren B. Francis, correspondent 
for the Los Angeles Times and 
former D. C. Variety mugg, was 


elected president of the National : 


Press Club in Washington last Fri- 


cs . : . |@d orch. Band is composed o 
day (20). Other officers: vice presl- | men with four eapemalar teas alg 
dent, Joseph H. Short, Jr., Baltimore bones, five saxes. with two saxes 
Sun correspondent; secretary, Henry | doubling on clarinet, and three 
D. Ralph, Oil and Gas Journal;| rhythm. Orch does especially well | 
treasurer, George W. Combs, Balti- | 00 Scott’s own compositions, such as 
mere Evening Sun; financial sec-| “Powerhouse” and a new novelty 
retary, Nicholas P, Gregory, Phil- tune, “Daisy Train,” a neat takeoff 
adelphia Inquirer. <> ¢ on the exuberant stage musician 


Elected to the Board of Governors: 
Carson F. Lyman, United States 


and | 
| Editorial upswing in the Ziff Davis | 


recalled | 
there and thought it) 
be equally appropriate for | 
Holiday makeup will be | 
restricted to the last edition, as it’s | 


CHATTER 
W. Paul Cook now half owner of 
Driftwind Pre N. Montpelier, Vt 


C. Brooks Rdbert out of Navy 
back as article edito of This Weck 

Dorothy Livesay to Engla to 
articles on postwar probier for To- 
ronto uily Stat 

KF. | Ba t i Grangeville 
Idaho rit a4 =fuistors ~ early 
phe ‘ 

Elizabeth Bi ck new mystery ed- 
ito of Dial Pre Formerly had 


same job with Rinehart and Ziff 
Davis 

Doubleday opens San Francisco of- 
fice with Howard S. Casby in charge, 
assisted by Alfred Meyers and Elea- 
nor Rattigan 

Betty MacDonald to follow “The 
Egg and I” with one on t.b. from her 
personal ‘xperiences, called “The 
Plague if I 

Ce Sn | Ct Age Tribune's 
former drama and music critic, now 
with Theatre Arts iff reviewing 
music and dance 

Reginald Whit Ly film editor of 
the London Daily Mirror, is extend- 
ing his stay in Hollywood to cover 
the holiday season 

Agent Barthold Fles is peddling 
the first novel of Ken S. Giniger, 
publicity director for Prentice Hall | 


| 


publishers. Tome is titled “A Letter ! 
to My Love.” 

Louis Messolonghites, King Fea- 
tures editor and former book and 


Sunday ed for Philadelphia Record, | 


named as book critic for the Kirkeby | vor 


i the 


Hotels Magazine. 

Sale of Bob Hope’s new book, “So 
This Is Peace,” is headed for the 
million mark and_e threatens’ to 


equal his first.book, “I Never Left! 
Home,” which has sold 1,600,000 
copies, all for charity. 

Glenn Trump, former Lincoln 


(Neb.) sports scribe and Variety 
stringer, has been promoted to cap- 
tain by General MacArthur's Head- 


quarters in Tokyo, where he is now 
stationed as news editor of the pub- 
lic relations section. 


Harnett T. Kane, author of cur- 
rent bestseller, “New Orleans 
Woman,” pacted for two more books 
and 12 stories for national mags. | 


“Woman,” on which screen right op- 
tions have been picked up by Omni- 
'book, may be produced on Broad- 
way before it hits the screen. 


fiction chain in Chi, Raymond Pal- 
mer becoming editor-in-chief, How- 
| ard Browne taking his former job of 
| managing editor, and William L. 
| Hamling to head of associate staff of 
the six mags. Angle is that three 
men were all contributing writers, 
| and still are, to various mags of Z. F. 
group. 











House Reviews 


Continued from page 42 


Capitol, Wash. 


above most offerings of 











| cut 
style. 
Lee Bartell parlays a_ strapless 
side-slit evening gowning and a 
| smouldering vocal delivery into 
something which had the sailors 
whistling at her, when caught. Gal 
goes best with “Coffee in Brazil” 
j}and with “Stormy Weather,” a siz- 
|zling point in a medley built around 
“Feel a Song Coming On.” She had 
a little trouble, however, holding 
interest in “Surrender,” her schmalz- 
1est number, because the boys in- 
sisted On whistling and talking to 


her right through what should have 
lly the hottest thing in the act. 
“No Business Like Show Business” | 
is offered satisfactorily. 

Show opener is Johnson and! 
Mitek, acros who feature slow, | 
graceful hoists. Lowe. 


Oriental, Chi 
Chicago, Dec. 19. 
Raymond Scott Orch (17) 
Dorothy Collins, Dorothy Donnegan, 
| Ted & Flo Vallet, Lee Davis & Ruth! 
' Jacobs: “Earl Carroll's Sketchbook” 
(Rep). 


week's stage bill is 

weight, but nevertheless, pleasing. 
While Raymond Scott is not too 

well known as a stage name here, 


This light- 


he does a fine job with an augment- | 


| who exudes charm at the expense 
of music. Dorothy Collins, vocalist, 
is refreshing in that she is able to 


this | 


with | 


ship on “Old Buttermilk Sky.” 
“Stormy Weather,” and “Huggin 
and Chalkin.” 


Closer on bill is Dorothy Donne- 
gan, an alumna of Randolph Street, 
with her muggin’ and piano tricks. 


Gal, gowned in a rose satin creation, | 


plays two pianos at same time for 
boffo reception. 

Ted and Flo Vallet. baton and 
flag twirlers, parade their stuff to 


a background of college tunes. Act 


could be strengthened by pulling 
e of the hefty applause getter 

out of the middle and placing them 
to rds the finish for a_ stronget 

Lee Davis, and his foil, nifty Ruth 
Jacobs, hold down the comedy s®ot 
Davis leans too much on the blue 
Sicie ri csauld do bette \ th mot 
legitimate stuff. Garnei nice ab 

i 4 

Biz light. 





Wall St. Cools | 


Continued 





from page 1 


Only 
speculative 
times 


heir equivalent 
those considered more 
are down to the eight 
tabulation, they say. 
What has film execs 
puzzled is demon 
s 1929 of profit-taking power of 
ilm companies. Industry did 
feel full brunt of stock crash 
a number of years later and 
of the first to phen 
recovery when conditions pic 
Staying power of film biz plus rec- 
ord profits ordinarily would war- 
rant much higher prices, execs say. 
Only real factor weighting prices, 
it’s believed, is idea among financial 
circles that Hollywood throws big 
money around and out the window 
on caprice. Prejudice has been of 
long standing, and such 
junking of first takes on 20th’s 
Amber” which reputedly cost 
company some $350,000 hasn't 
helped to diminish it. Production 
costs, notoriously ballooned by hard 
working flacks, has also taken Wall 
Street in, film trade believes. 


€arnings, 


furthes 
tration " far back 
i 
nol 


until 


omenal 
ked up 


stage a 








‘Liberty’ S Distrib | 


mmm Continued from page 3 





course, that there eventually will 
be some merger of SRO and 
Liberty’s plans or Liberty’s and 
| Goldwyn’s plans, since it is patent 
that difficulty of getting top sales 
personnel and other considerations 
make more than a limited number 


of the indie distrib outfits unfeasable. 

All are 
that 75% of a film’s income is de- 
rived from circuit contracts that 
can be handled by a force of per- 
haps eight men, necessitating only 
i/a small, compact organization. Re- 
mainder of theatre engagements, 
being relatively unimportant, can be 
picked up catch-as-catch-can. Every 
| possible contract might not be ob- 
| tained, as it would be by an organi- 
| zation such as the majors have, but 
that would be compensated for by 
lower cost generally of distribution. 
| Physical handling of the film pre- 
| sents a headache at the moment, 
| with difficulties in building and 
| shortages of vault space, 
\a temporary problem. 


| 
| 





earnings ; 


] 
Was one 


items as, 


“For- | 


based on the same idea— | 


but that’s | 


{ SCULLY’S SCRAPBOOK 


SHPEEFFEEFFESO OSD By Frank Scully ***¢¢+++ereeeees 


Christmas, Ariz., Dec. 23. 

Every now and then a dissenter breaks out with a demand that some- 
body besides Catholics be plugged in pix for a novelty. The answer that 
producers will plug anything if it’s boxoffice doesn’t sound quite con- 
vineing to those groups which have not had a chance to prove that they 
too can draw at the gate. 

Martin Field has shown how badly Jews have fared on the screen. He 
vardly rated De Mille’s “10 Commandments” as proof of how well Holly- 
wood handles a contemporary Jew! problem Nor does he feel that 
Crosby's production of “Abie’s Irish Rose” helps at all. Sam Goldwyn has 
“Earth and High Heaven” down for production, and since this deals with 
intermarriage between Jew and Gentile it may do a little to balance the 
books in this matter of giving a fair shake for everybody 

But in the main if a long Jewish chant is learned, as Larry Parks 

arned one for The Jol Story.’ it is almost certain to be the first 
equence to hit the cutting room floor, and if Harry Cohn should gpreet 
the news with some of his dogeared blasphemies you may be sure it 
would be because of the wasted footage, not because a beautiful hymn 


had to give way to mammy-yvyamming in entertainment value 
No Vacancy! 

“The Christmas Story” could have been made in 1946 as essentially a 
housing story. At least one innkeeper would have become immortal if 
he had found a room for the holy family. Today millions share this 
melancholy lack of shelter. They can’t even find a stable. They certainly 
would be glad to pay for temporary shelter in a picture house even if 
only to learn that the housing problem was not new Here certainly is a 
theme on which Jews and Christians could unite, and if there has to be 
a heavy the landlord could be an Arab 

Protestants too have complained that producers can't seem to come out 


with any “Bells of the Wesleyans,” though oddly the only chureh around 
Hollywood now chiming away the hallowed hours is in the tower of the 
First Methodist Church Due to complaints, the Catholics dismantled 
theirs years ago, but this autumn the Methodists decided to move in and 
‘ive the town a church bell again. This is practically a revolt from John 
Wesley who favored a Christianity stripped of all glamor, music and 
Roman ritual. 

Sweil subject matter for the Protestants is a contemporary German who 
was anti-Nazi. He is currently lecturing on the west coast. That’s Rev, 
Martin Niemoeller, the old U-boat commander who turned preacher after 

| W.W.I., defied Hitler and spent eight years in a Nazi concentration camp 
for expressing the courage of his convictions. Surely during those years 


he must have rubbed shoulders with many men of many faiths and among 


them they must have come out with the sort of answers this sick old 
world sorely needs right now. 
Remake or Reissue? 

I realize Jimmy Roosevelt released a British-made version of Niemoel- 
ler’s life several years ago under the title of “Pastor Hall,” but this 
shouldn't bar a remake any more than a B.IP. production of “The In- 
| former” in 1929 prevented RKO from making Academy award material 
Pi out of the same subject by 1936. I saw that “Pastor Hall” preem at the 
Globe, N. Y., around 1940. At that time America wasn't ready for it and 


by today 
take over 


it might prefer a stronger protest against the state’s attempt to 
a man’s soul as well as his body. 


Really, this is a very old war and Christianity owes its birth to this 
issue of separating the things that are Caesar's from the things that are 
God's. Dr. Leon Pritcher, a reformed medical commissar from the 
Ukraine, now devoted to “Brotherhood Now,” makes a convincing case 


against the type of Jews who were fascist-minded and played ball with 
Caesar in Jerusalem much as a similar handful played ball with Hitler 
in Berlin. He shows in “Disturbers of the Peace” that the real case 
against Christ was that he was leading the people away from fear and 
hate, two things a ruling class practically lives On. 

But if Protestants want a crack at pictures more in the 
tradition I can think of several choice subjects. Beside Niemoeller 
remember Arthur "Mowe, Yale all-American quarterback in 1912 
entered the ministry, and further back, an old warrior, the Rev. 
Benedict, who rowed on the championship Amherst crew back in 

The Crew Men of Tombstone 

Rev. Benedict of New Englana subsequently became a pastor in Tomb- 
stone, Ariz., when it was the rip-roaringest bucket-of-blood in the west. 

He managed to survive all the feuding and brought some small law and 
order to the place. He was a little fighting cock and a grand old man of 
God. 

I forgot what he rowed in the Amherst shell. It was a six-oared job, 
steered by the stroke or the bow, with his feet, thereby eliminating a 
coxswain. Some Petrillo of regattas, however, forced two extra men in the 
shells around 1890 and thereafter six-oared racing was discontinued. 

Amherst awarded the old pastor his “A” 50 years after he won it. I 
think I had something to do with this. Anyway I remember photograph- 
ing the 75-year-old vet with his new letter on his sweater in Tucson 
around 1923. The “A” didn’t show up very well so a retoucher painted 


American 

I can 
who 

Howard 
1886. 








| Mono’s Stock 
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by its own coin. 


next 12 months, at least, 
declared that it is naturally safer 
in event of any kind of dip to be 
shouldering a minimum of bank 
loans. 
Arrangements 


for 





| Emanuel Deetjen & Co., N. Y., when 
| the decision to abandon it was made, 
| Burrows disclosed. Intention was to 
take 225,000 previously authorized 
but unissued shares from Mono’s 


| treasury and add 500,000 which were | 


authorized for issue at 
| stockholders’ meeting. 
Mono’s $6,000,000 Credit 

| Mono has been operating during 
| 1946 on a revolving bank credit of 
about $6,000,000, v.p. declared, 
| this will be upped to $7,000,000 to 
| $8,000,000 in 1947. -Bank credit, of 
course, is in addition, 


the last 


own capital used in production 
| financing. 
| Increased coin is necessitated, 


| Burrows said, for two reasons. First 
| is general upswing in costs and sec- 


/ond is Mono’s determination to put 


greater production values into its | 
films. 
Mono will have one film in the | 


ver-a-million-dollar category 
ing 1947, Burrows said. 


dur- 


| producer 
ishing up. 


Roy Del Ruth is now fin- 





While he said he | 
saw no sign of a biz decline for the | 
Burrows | 


underwriting 
the stock issue had been made with | 


and | 


to company’s | 


That's “It) 
Happened on Fifth Avenue,” which | 


it in. The New York Times never noticed the improvement. 

I asked him why in heck he ever picked Tombstone for a parish. He 
told me that his wife had gone down with T.B. and friends said Arizona 
would be good for her health. 

“Good for her health!”, he repeated. 
poor ‘shot didn’t nearly kill her.” 

“But why Tombstone?”, I asked. 

“There was no church there. I thought it would be easier. No com- 
petition, you know. But I hardly expected the Ten Commandments to 
compete with six-shooters. Why, those crazy galoots thought the way 
to light candles on a Christmas tree waS by fanning them with a Colt, 
and the same went for extinguishing them.” 

Saved His Lead for Pencils 

In Tucson we became great friends and the old circuit-rider gave me 
a gold pencil which had a bullet dent in its barrel. “It charmed my life,’ 
he said. “It may charm yours.” 

I can't keep a life-time pen more than a day, 
pencil 25 years. 
16 years ago, 


There was hardly.a day that some 


but I've had that gold 

In fact, I gave it te Mme. Scully as a wedding present 

That’s the best way I know of keeping anything. 
Correction On An Old Crow 

“Oh for the dialog of Harry Cohn!”, writes Si Newton from Denver. 
“Then I could bawl you out for the way you loused up the Jim Beck- 
wourth story. It was after he was mistaken for a long lost son of an old 
Crow and became their greatest chief that he met Pine Leaf. 

“By this time, not wanting to leave a widow weeping at his possible 
liquidation, he offered to marry two Indian maidens so as to leave tw0 
widows to console each other. Jim told one he would marry her when 
the pine leaves turned yellow. That was okay with her. That seemed 
like a fair proposition so they. lay under the evergreens and waited for 
one to turn yellow. 
|; “When autumn showed no change, Pine Leaf gave him a proposi! tion 
! 


|in return. She told him she would never marry anybody until she had 
| bumped off 200 enemy warriors, or until Jim brought her the scalp of 4 
red-headed Indian. 
her belt and he hadn't got a red-headed Indian to his name. So 
called the whole stall off and married. 

“He called her ‘Pine Leaf’ because she never was yellow in pattle. It 
| was she who lured Jim back to the Crows 30 years later and slipped him 
the lethal mickey finn. The motive was not revenge because he had 
deserted them but because this white man was the Crow’s greatest chief 


and they never wanted him to leave them again. It was really 4 ‘at 
t 


After seven years of this she had only 75 sc ag to 
1ey 


noble rubout, done along the strictly classical lines of Greek tragedy- 
you made it as vulgar as a gangster picture, you lout.” 
I'm sorry. 


Mea cupla, 
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Geraldine Cohen. 

John J. 
Manager, 
Metro this 


Young Jimmy S 
pitalny’s band goes 
back into the Vogue Terrace Jan. 6 
for couple of weeks. 
oattini, of dance team of Artini and 
onsuelo, got American citizenship 
papers here last week. 
~~ Petti, who acted last season 
ws -layhouse. latest addition to 
AS announce ing staff. 
. Jackie Heller leay ing his Carousel 
ra couple of weeks to fill a Wash- 


Maloney, 


district sales 


month, 


ington nitery engagement. 
a ve y Cohen, former ly with 
“ ‘ lliott, has joined Bob Rhodes’ 
“| at the Club Belvedere. 


Shirley Eck] spent a day with he. 





celebrating 25th anni w ith | 





|} panies can't do 

















By concentrating in 
sphere, they learn how 
thing well.” 
Kusso-Jewish Upbeat 
Notable the Russian and Jew- 
ish fields where William Morris, Jr., 
recently set up Compass Records to 
handle Soviet music and Herbert 
Harris’ Stinson and Asch _ records 
which also has an extensive catalog 
devoted to that type of music. Har- 


a single 


do one 


are 


to | 


|} era -crew 


chief, just over three weeks of 
pinch-hitting for news commentator 
Cecil Brown. who was on sick list. 
Director Gordon Douglas and cam- 
due here in next couple 
weeks to make background shots for 
Eddie Cantor's “If You Knew Susie.” 


Rick La Falce. station WWDC 
flack, has succeeded brother Frank, 
| Warners flack, as D. C. drumbeater 


ris said that*inierest in foreign lan- | 
'guage records has been increasing 
‘since the end of the war and also) 
pointed out that demand for Russian 
disks reached their peak in 1941— 
ithe vear following the Nazi invasion 
of the Soviet Union, | 
During the war when" masters | 
were apne to get from Russia, | 
Harris arranged vith Art-Kino, | 
Russian film distrib in the U. S., te} 
cut disks from soundtracks of Soviet 
films such as “The Girl from 
Leningrad.’ his is one example 
of the resourcetulness of some of the | 
minor diskeries which McCall | 
pointed out. Cashing in on a lively 
demand for Jewish platters Tempo 
Records. Coast outfit, recently set uJ 
distribution outlets in the east ana 
a newcomer Banner Records wa: 


fonly forn 


arente 
ame here en route to San Fran- 
My for Ballet Theatre opening. 
s 
hostes Alma Niemann is the new 
rs, FE! a Warner Club, succeeding 
S. Hleanc x” Byrne, who retired. 
ieRingling Brothers-Barnum & Bai- 
thic a Will pass up Pittsburgh 
y ) f > 
year mer for second successive 
Kay J } s 
bieet Vernon has acquired a hus- 
He's — —_ engagement here 
range: ar Malanga, composer-ar- 
Tony Cen . 
a ne fort! got his new Nixon | 
rishea — off theatre lobby, 
Opening — Bh in time for Xmas 
N - 
VOW Custe; . 
orchig — Beckley Smith awarded 
of month by Chamber of 


ed last veek to handle 


Jewist records Company will 
i} handle Menasha Skulnick and Molly 
icon exclusively 


for the March of Dimes and Mile of 
Dimes drives. 
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ment is problematical. 

Among those who complimented 
Dullzell was Secretary of Labor 
Lewis B. Schwellenbach, with whom 
he chatted for a few moments during 
the convention 


for a checkup. 

Dr. Jose Vincente Trujilio, 
dorean foreign minister, 
Warners studio. 

Bryan Foy returned from regional 
ales meetings for Eagle-Lion in Chi- 
Equity official was cago and Dallas. 


Equa- 
gandering 


surprised to receive a letter from Dr. Herbert T. Kalmus in town to 
the cabinet member last week, Dull- — lab ae for a new Techni- 
/zell having attended the convention , ©0.0F *aboratory. 

Fe PRR Lizabeth Scott called back fr 
as president of the Associated Actors | }er vacation in Mexico to report for 


| 





‘should be done to control the family 


Mr. and Mrs. Louis Calhern dined ! 
by former Attorney General and | 
Mrs. Francis Biddle. other guests in- 
cluding Supreme Court Chi ef Justice 
Fred M. Vinson. and Justices Wil- 
liam O. Douglas and ecco Jack- 
son. 

Mi . 
iami Beach 
By Larry Solloway 

Judge Ben Shalleck in town for | 
vacash 

Karv! Norman added to lub 
HaHa show 

Una Merkel filed suit for. divorce 
in circuit court here 

Rav Bolger expected here for rest 
Will stop at Surf Clut 

Han Joe Palooka) Fisher at the 
Roney Plaza to annual visit. 

Hal Herbert an: { Bu vy Pen- 
dleton for hi ank Sirlo Club. 

Javne Manners ave own in- 

mate spot ovel P: k Ave! e Club. 

Barry Wood j Patsy Keliv mak- 

~e ine re . e on vacash here 

Carios R €7 ; onto? nicked 


and Artistes of America, of which 


Equity is an affiliate. 


work at Paramount. 

Darryl Zanuck, Merle Oberon, Lu- 
cien Ballard, King Vidor and Henry 
Hathaway to Sun Valley. 

William Elliott was master of cere- 











Cantor, Croshy ll! monies at Republic studio’s annual 
if Christmas party for children. 
Continued from page } see Paul G. Kiehl in from St. Louis 
; for conferences about Church-Craft 
out too much intellect have become pictures with Cecil B. DeMille. 
wealthy overnight and lead in the George Rigaud going back to Paris 
patterns they set for the people. in April on a one-picture deal with 


“One Jean Mahuzier, French producer. 
Bert Granet returned from France 


and Germany with two reels of 16m 


of the first things that 


system is to clean out that disin-|‘% 

’ ; fil » pafar . 1ate- 
tegrated group of people in Holly-| sak to be used for reference mate 
wood and say to them ‘if you want 


Queen of the 
will ride in the 
Bob Hope, 


Norma Christopher, 
Tournament of Roses, 
Pasadena parade with 


to do something, do it 
the papers.’” 


but don’t put 
t in 
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Speaking of Leo Durocher, Brook- ; grand marshal. 

lyn baseball Dodgers manager, the | Mrs. Rose Peiser in from London 
Harvard professor said; “not sat g-|to spend the holidays with her 
fied with the publicity of his divorce, | daughter, Lilli Palmer and her son- 
ne then had bis picture taken with | "7aW:, Rex, Harrison. 

6 ee ee oS ee with | Gabriel Figueroa, Argosy camera- 
someone in Hollywood.* What can man, goes to Paris in February to 
you expect of young men who take) accept the Cannes International Film 
this man as their model and hero?” ! award for cinematography. 
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